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CHAPTER II. 

INDIAN SPORTS 

Happy aie those young men who take out with 
them to India the tastes and habits of a scholar 01 of a 
sportsman, though peihaps neither can be carried to 
excess, without dangei, m a climate almost equally 
hostile to mental and to bodily exertion Moderation 
eithei in study or m field-spoits, lequnes moie self- 
command than is usuall}' piactised by the young and 
enthusiastic, and the latter pursuit, especially, is so 
fascinating, as to beguile veterans into lash entei- 
prizes, which could only be excusable m the days of 
boyhood Foimeily almost all the Euiopean 1 esidents 
of India were mighty hunters , but, in the pi esent day, 
though there are quite enough to keep up then ancient 
leputation, the slaughter of wild animals is not so 
general, 01 so absoi bmg a passion as it used to be, when 
the Company’s territories were surrounded by the 
courts of native pnnces, who were accustomed to take 
the field against the furied and feathered rangers of 
the forest, with all the pomp and circumstance of wai. 
Parties of gentlemen from Calcutta are in the habit of 
spending a part of the cold season amid the w ildest 
jungles of Bengal , but their cortege , though exceed- 
ingly numerous, and the havoc they make, though 
sufficiently great to satisf} r any leasonable person, aie 
nothing compared to the displays of former tunes. 

VOL. II. c 
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The amusements of Cossim Ally Khan, the nawab of 
Bengal, m 1761, affoid a stxong contiast to the habits 
and pui suits of his degeneiate repiesentatives. The 
fame of his exploits still suivives m the memoiy of the 
people, and then scenes aie pointed out with no small 
degree of exultation. 

In one of his grand liunting-pai ties, his letinue, 
including a body-guaid of cavalry, consisted of not 
fewei than twenty thousand peisons The officers of 
Ins army and household, and Ins Euiopean guests, 
weie conveyed to the theatre of action on elephants, 
camels, and hoises, 01 m palanquins. The hunteis 
weie aimed with spears, bows, anows, and match- 
lochs, and they weie accompanied by gieyliounds, 
hawks, and cheetahs The scene of the chase was one 
of the most beautiful which the splendid landscapes of 
Bengal can piesent. Between the Ganges and one of 
the langes of hills, winch spread themselves along the 
fiontieis of the piovmce, theie is a wide tract of 
country, diveisified with locks, woods, lakes, heaths, 
and rivulets, and abounding with eveiy soit of game; 
luthei the nawab and Ins paity lepaired, and, foiming 
an extensive line, loused up the denizens of the field 
as they advanced, and ‘letting the hawks fly as the 
wild-fowl spiang up, and loosening the giey hounds 
and cheetahs upon the deei , the speai and matchlock- 
men attacked the wild hogs , while others, mounted 
upon elephants, maiked out the still moie feiocious 
animals, and bi ought them down with a two-ounce 
ball The nawab was one of the most active of the 
paity, sometimes he rode m an open palanquin, 
earned on the shoulders of eight beaiers, with Ins 
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shield, sword, gun, bow and quiver, lying beside lnm , 
sometimes he mounted on hoiseback, and at otheis, 
where the glass and bushes weie high, he got upon 
an elephant Aftei the diveision had been earned on 
for tlnee or four lioms, and to the distance of twelve 
miles, the nan ab and Ins guests repaired to then 
encampment, wheic a sumptuous repast was served 
up for then enteitainment 

Hunting-pai ties, upon so giand a scale, are now 
rare in India, even amongst native pnnces, and 
though the imagination can scaicely fail to be dazzled 
by an assemblage of twenty thousand men, with then 
picturesque accompaniments of stud and equipage, 
scorning through the woods, and acioss the plains, in 
search of the noblest species of game, such scenes of 
barbaric splendour Mould soon become exceedingly 
tiresome The truest enjoyment of field- spoits is 
offered to small paities of Euiopeans, v\ho blend intel- 
lectual tastes with the love of the chase, who, while 
sojourning in the foiest, delight to make themselves 
acquainted with the manneis and habits of its wild 
tubes, and who, not entirely bent upon butcheiy, vaiy 
their occupations by devoting themselves to botanical 
or geological pui suits. 

The period usually chosen foi these excuisions is 
fiom the beginning of Novembei until the end of 
Februaiy, a season in which the climate of Hmdostan 
is delightfully tempeiate, the an peifectly seiene, and 
the sky often without a cloud Some verdant spot, 
shaded by adjacent gloves, and watered by a small 
lake 01 rivulet, is selected foi the encampment An 
Indian jungle offeis so gieat a vanety of beauties, 

c 2 
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that tlieie is no difficulty in the selection of an appro- 
priate scene. A natural lawn, sloping down to a 
bioad expanse of watei , shaded by palm-tiees, whose 
gi aceful, tufted foliage forms so stiikmg a feature 
m Onental sceneiy, or beneath the canopy of the 
cathedial-hke banian, sketching its long aisles in 
veidant pomp along the plain, 01 m the neighbourhood 
of a mosque, pagoda, or stately tomb, whose numerous 
recesses and apartments offei excellent accommodation 
foi such followers of the party as are not piovided 
with other sheltei. Theie is no danger of being in 
want of any of the comfoits and conveniences of life, 
dunng a sojourn in wildernesses, perchance as yet 
untiodden by the foot of man, or so long deserted as 
to leave no tiaces of human occupation Wherever a 
party of this kind establishes itself, it will be followed 
by native shopkeepeis, who make themselves veiy 
comfortable in a bivouac beneath the trees, and supply 
the encampment with eveiy necessaiy which the ser- 
vants and cattle may lequire European stores are, of 
couise, laid in by the khansamahs of the different 
gentlemen, and unless the sportsmen and their fair 
companions, — for ladies delight m such expeditions, — 
determine upon living entnely upon game, sheep and 
poultiy are brought to stock a farm-yaid, rendered 
impel vious to the attacks of savage beasts Every 
part of the sunounding country swarms with animal 
life, m the Upper Piovinces, insects are not very 
troublesome during the cold weather, nor aie reptiles so 
much upon the aleit, m Bengal, however, the cold is 
never sufficiently severe to paralyse the mosquitoes, 
which are said then to sting moie sharply, and to 
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cherish a moie insatiate appetite than dui mg the 
sultry pait of the yeai. The inconveniences arising 
from too intimate a connexion with lizaids, spiders, 
and even less welcome guests, aie moie than counter- 
balanced by the giatification which inquisitive minds 
deuve fiom the various novelties which present them- 
selves upon eveiy side The majestic appeal ance of 
the trees, many of them coveied with laige lustrous 
floweis, or gai landed with cieepers, which attain to an 
enoimous size, must delight all who possess a taste 
for sj'lvan sceneiy In some of the jungles of India, 
the giant paiasites of the soil appeal, as they stietch 
themselves fiom tiee to tree, like immense boa-con- 
stuctois, and the blossoms they put forth, at mteivals, 
are so laige, and cluster so thickly together, as to 
suggest the idea of baskets of flowers hanging from a 
festoon the underw ood is fi equently foi med of richly- 
flowering plants , the connda, winch is fragrant even 
to satiety, and scaicely beaiable m any confined place, 
loading the ail with peifume, while the dhag, with its 
fine, wide, dark-gieen leaf, and splendid cumson vase- 
Iike floweis, conti asts beautifully with other forest- 
trees, beaiing white blossoms, smallei, but lesembhng 
those of the camellia japonica 

So magnificent a solitude would m itself aflbul a 
very gieat degiee of pleasuie and intei est to contem- 
plative minds , but both aie heightened by 'the living 
objects which give animation to the scene Though 
wild hogs aie most abundant in plantations of sugai- 
cane, which is then favouiite food, and which impaits 
to their flesh the delicious flavour so highly esteemed 
by epicuies, they aie also to be found m the wildest 
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and most uncultivated tiacts The roebuck, musk 
and liog-deer, conceal themselves amidst the thickest 
heath and heibage, and the antelopes and laige deer 
rove ovei the plains All these animals, howevei, 
seek the thickets occasionally, and they are fond of 
resoiting to the tall coaise glass, which attains to the 
lankest luxunance m the levels of the jungle, and is 
the favourite Ian ofthetigei and the hyaena. Panthers, 
leopards, bears, and the beautiful tigei-cat, aie likewise 
inhabitants of these hiding-places , and m the neigh- 
bouihood of Rajmhal, the Deyia Dhoon, the Tenaie, 
&c., rhmocei oses and wild buffaloes aie added to the 
list Amid the smallei and moie haimless cieatuies 
which haunt the jungle, one of the piettiest and most 
intei esting is the fox , its size scarcely exceeds that of 
an English hare, the limbs are slender, and it is 
delicately funed with soft hail, geneially of a bluish 
grey It has not the offensive smell of the reynai d of 
Euiope, its food being principally gram, vegetables, 
and fiuit The passion of the fox foi giapes was by 
no means a flight of fancy on the pait of oui old friend 
ASsop, ivho shewed himself well acquainted rvith the 
habits of the Asiatic species. They bunow m holes, 
and piefei the side of a hillock, where the glass is 
short and smooth, to the wood, and theie they may 
be seen m the morning and aftei sunset, fnskmg about 
and playing with then young They affoid excellent 
sport when hunted, foi, though not strong or pei- 
seveung, they aie fleet and flexible, and make many 
efforts (by winding in successive evolutions) to escape 
their puisueis. Jackals are almost as common as 
crows, in eveiypait of India; but notwithstanding 



INDIAN SPORTS. 


31 


then numbers, and the gxeat desire which they evince 
to make themselves lieaid, there is some difficulty in 
getting a sight of them, except when the moon is 
up, and then they seek concealment m the shadows, 
gliding along under coveit, with a stealthy movement, 
like some daik phantom, or when the piospect of a 
banquet upon some newly-slam victim luies them fiom 
their letreat m open day. 

However bate and solitaiy the place may be, the 
instant any animal falls to the ground, exhausted by 
wounds or disease, it is immediately sui rounded by 
tioops of two-legged and four-footed coimorants, 
which do not await its last gasp to commence then 
attack four or five hundi ed vultui es will be assembled, 
in an mciedibly shoit peiiod of time, m places wheie 
they are not usually to be found, whenevei a bullock 
or deei has fallen a sacrifice to a tigei Upon these 
occasions, if the ughtful master of the feast should be 
m die neighbouihood, and choosing, as often is the 
case, to delay his meal until sunset, the jackals and the 
vultui es, cowering close to the spot, await with great 
patience the moment m which they may commence 
their operations without giving offence, taking care to 
remove to a lespectful distance, when the tigei, who 
is said to appioacli the dead caicass in the same cau- 
tious and crouching mannei as when endeavounng to 
steal upon living piey, makes his appeal ance upon the 
scene 

It is affirmed that, wherevei tigers 10am 01 couch, 
multitudes of buds collect and hovei about them, 
screaming and crying, as if to create an alaim , and it 
is also said that peacocks aie paiticulaily alluied by 
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the tawny monaich of the ■wood, and that, when he 
is perceived by a flock, they -will advance towards him 
immediately, and begin, with their usual ostentatious 
pomp, to strut mound him, their wings fluttering, 
then feathers quivering, and then tails bristly and 
expanded* Native sportsmen, who always piefer 
stratagem to open war, take advantage of this pi edilec- 
tion, and painting a brown cloth screen, about six 
feet square, with black spots or streaks, advance under 
its cover, which is placed fronting the sun The pea- 
fowl cither approaches the line, or suffers the fowlers, 
who are concealed behind it, to draw near enough to 
then mark to be quite certain of not missing it. 
A hole m the cam as enables them to take an accurate 
aim, and the msr is always successful. 

Strange instances of the fascination of animals are 
lccorded, by which it would appear, that, under its 
influence, the most actne and timid rush into the 
danger which we should suppose they would be most 
anxious to avoid. The power which serpents possess 
over birds, squirrels, &c. is well known, and those 
who have visited unfiequented places have had oppor- 
tunities of witnessing the effect of novel sights upon 
the shyest denizens of the waste. 

When the line of march of large bodies of troops 
has led across sequestered plains, they have attracted 
the attention of herds of deer grazing m the neigh- 
bomhood "When startled by the humming murmuring 
noise made by the soldiers m passing, they ha\ e stood 
for some time staring, and apparently aghast with 

* Some writers aver that the Indian peacocks never spread 
their tads. 
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astonishment, with their eyes fixed upon the piogies- 
sive files, whose glaung led umfoims and glittering 
muskets might well mspn e them with fear At length, 
in his bewildeiment, the leading stag, stiikmg the 
ground, tossing his antleis, and snorting loudly, has 
rushed forwai d aci oss the 1 anks, followed by the whole 
herd, to the utter dismay and confusion of the soldieis, 
the fiightened deei bounding ovei the heads of those 
files who weie taken too much by surpnse to halt, 
and make way foi them. Incidents of a similai 
nature have occuired moie than once, and A they serve 
to give interest and variety to a maich acioss some 
of those appaiently boundless plains, which stietch 
to the horizon on eveiy side, and aie not of unfie- 
quent occurrence m the thmly-peopled distucts of 
Hmdostan. 

The birds, m many places, aie to be seen liteially 
m myriads; water-fowl especially congiegate m the 
gieatest abundance and variety, then numbers almost 
covenng the lakes and jheels, when lesting upon the 
■watei , and foiming thick clouds, when, upon any 
alaim, they rise simultaneously upon the wing. The 
margin of the stieam is surrounded by stoiks and 
cranes The species of both aie numeious, and the 
giacefulness of the shape of many can only be exceeded 
by the beauty of then plumage The ciested heion, 
whose snow-white tuft is an emblem of sovereignty 
m India, and the only featliei which the religious pre- 
judices of the Rajpoot punces permit them to wear, 
is one of the loveliest cieatuies imaginable, its eyes 
aie of bright scai let, and amidst many competitoi s in 
beauty, it shines conspicuous. 

c 3 
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Theie are no pheasants in the woods of Bengal or 
Behar , but they aie found upon the confines of Assam, 
Chittagong, and the langes of the Himalaya. In 
Nepaul, and particularly about the Morung, they arc 
laige and beautiful, more especially the golden, the 
burnished, the spotted, and the nzuie, togethci with 
the blown aigus-eycd pheasant. There me several 
vaneties of pea-fowl, black, white, and giey, in 
addition to the common sort, and though there are 
some distncts m India, styled pm distinction, JSlorc- 
gunje, “the place of peacocks,” they ai e so common 
all over the country, that it would be almost difficult 
to find a woodland haunt wheie they do not abound 
They are certainly not puzed m India accouhng to 
then meats, eithci as an ornamental appendage, or as 
an addition to the boaid. Some Eui opeans ha\ e only 
been lcconcilcd to their admission at table, b} an 
account which has reached them of then appeal ante 
at the Lord Mayor’s state-dinners m London Anglo- 
Indians, generally speaking, being exceedingly unwil- 
ling to judge for themselves where their gastronomic 
taste can be called m question Nevertheless, 4 those 
who, wheie native productions arc worth} of praise, 
entertain no absurd prejudices m fat our of exotics, arc 
glad to have an opportunity of repeating the justly - 
merited claims to distinction of the pea-chick, ns an 
article of provender 

High as are the merits of this fowl, however, in its* 
happy combination of the game-flavour of the pheasant 
with the juiciness of the turkey, it must hide its 
diminished head before the glories of the flonkm , the 
flanderkm of feudal banquets, and the peacock’s caily 
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rival at the baionial feasts of the Montacutes and the 
Courtenayes. The floukin is neaily* if not quite* as 
large as a turkey* and the plumage on the back is 
not unlike that which distinguishes the monarch of 
our poultry-yard, but the cock is furnished ivith a 
much moie splendid ciest. A tuft of fine black velvet 
feathers, which usually lies smooth upon the back of 
the head* can be erected at pleasuie* and* when spread 
out* adds gieatly to the noble appearance of the bird 
Its favourite harboui is m the natuial pastuies which 
edge the extremities of swamps* and the boideis of 
lakes* always m the neighbouihood of maisliy ground, 
but not fai distant fi om the uplands. In consequence 
of this choice of situation* and the variety of food 
which it presents, its flesh acquires a peculiarity 
unknown to other buds* the legs* which aie white, 
resemble m flavour those of a pheasant, while the 
breast and the wings bear a similanty to the wild- 
duck epicures pionounce the whole To be delicate* 
savouiy* and juicy beyond all companson. This fine 
bird is not sufficiently common m India to pall upon 
the appetite , it is found in Bengal and m the neigh- 
bourhood of the hill- districts * but, m many paits 
of the Uppei Piovmces, it will be searched foi in 
vain 

The woodcock is not an inhabitant of southern 
Asia, but snipes aie exceedingly abundant, and theie 
is one variety* the painted snipe* which attains a veiy 
laige size, and which compensates foi the absence of 
the form ei -mentioned biid 

The jungle-fowl perfoims the same duty foi the 
pheasants* where they aie not to be found* and m 
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some places the speckled poultry of Guinea, ■which 
have wandeied into the -woods, and hied theie, are 
discoveied m a wild state. It is one of the most 
agieeable, amid the numeious enjoyments of forest 
sceneiy, to see the hens and chickens scullung and 
scudding between the bushes, and to licar tlie crowing 
of the jungle cock The black and the lock partiulge 
form veiy acceptable adjuncts to the table, whilst 
every vanety of pigeons may be had foi the trouble of 
killing them. 

A camp-dinner for a hunting party is not only an 
exliilaiatmg, but a veiy interesting meal The most 
elaborate pic-nic provided for a fCtc-champCbc m 
England, where people are put to all soits of incon- 
veniences, and must content themselves w ith a cold 
collation, is nothing to the luxurious display s of cookery 
performed m the open aii in India Undei the shelter 
of some brushw ood, the spits turn merrily and rapidly 
o\er charcoal files, an oven is constructed for the 
bakmg-depai tment, and all the beneficial effect of hot 
hearths, for stews and other savoury compounds, are 
pioduced with the gieatest case and facility All that 
can be attainable within the lange of fifty or ^ixty 
miles, is brought into the camp upon the heads of 
coolies, glad to earn a few picc for their daily bread, 
and indifferent to the obstiuctions which may beset 
then path. The multitude of followers, attendant 
even upon a small encampment, precludes the pos- 
sibility of any dieary 01 desolate feeling, the habits 
of the people are in unison w ith the scene , they are 
quite as happy under the umbrageous and odoriferous 
canopy of a tope, as they would be in the marble 
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chambeis of a palace. A gipsey-life appeals to affoid 
them the ti uest enjoyment , and the scattered groups 
iv Inch they affoid in the glades and openings of the 
forest, then blazing flies, cheeiful songs, and the 
majestic and pictuiesque forms of the elephants and 
camels glancing between the tiees, make up a 
panoiama, which the eye of taste can scaicely tire 
of contemplating, and which, once seen, can never be 
foi gotten 

Living in a jungle-encampment presents the best 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the habits 
and manners of the elephant, which its domestication 
can permit The mahouts live in the most intimate 
association with the huge animals enti usted to then 
caie, the}' have each an assistant cooly, part of w'hose 
business it is to pi epare and bake the cakes for the 
evening meal A foul th of the number he appropi lates 
to himself, after going thiough the ceremony of 
asking the elephant’s leave, a piece of etiquette per- 
formed in dumb-show, and which the sagacious 
animal seems perfectly to compiehend The cooly 
feeds Ins companion, standing under the tiunk, and 
putting each moi scl into Ins mouth , an act of superero- 
gation, but one in which native courtesy, or as it 
may be called officious zeal, delights, men as well as 
elephants being obliged to submit to mote attendance 
than they lequne. The h hidmutgais who wait at 
table, will stir the tea for their masteis, and w T ould 
cut the meat upon their plates, if peimitted to shew 
their diligence by such minute attentions 

Though the gift of speech is denied to the elephant, 
he not only appears to undei stand all that is said to 
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him by those with whom he is intimately acquainted, 
but also to possess the power of making Ins own 
sentiments and opinions known He can be incited 
to extiaoidmaiy attempts by praises and by promises , 
and when sweetmeats, of which he is moidinately 
fond, are held out to him, as the reward of successful 
exeition, he cannot be disappointed of the expected 
treat without dangei. 

The mahouts conveise with theii cliaiges as if they 
weie lational beings , peihaps the diffeience m intel- 
lectual acquirements is not veiy gieat between them, 
and wlieie a stiong friendship has been conti acted, the 
elephant will refuse to admit of a successor m the 
office Upon the dismissal of Ins keepei, an elephant, 
which had always been 'exceedingly gentle and ti ac- 
table, suddenly changed its cliaractei and became 
unmanageable Vam -were all the effoits made to 
soothe and leconcile it to its new associates. Aftei 
the struggle of seveial weeks, the attempt was given 
up, and the dischaiged servant being again le- 
established in lus ofhee, the elephant le-assumed its 
former demeanour, and returned quietly to its duty. 

Elephants, though sometimes tempted to fly the 
abodes of man, and 10am m freedom through the 
wilderness, nevei foiget those peisons to whom they 
have been attached dunng then state of servitude. 
One, which had 1 ejomed a wild herd, when encountei ed 
by a hunting party, -which was accompanied by the 
mahout who had foimerly had the cliaige of him, 
suffered the man to mount upon his neck, and, 
notwithstanding the experience lie had gained of the 
sweets of liberty, retumed at once to all his old habits 
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They are subject, liowevei, at least a few, whose 
tempers aie not particularly good, to fits of caprice 
and ferocity. It is astonishing with what ease and 
dexteiity they can hook in, with that un wieldly-looking 
limb, the limd-leg, any object with which it comes in 
contact. Upon some slight piovocation an elephant 
has been known to ensnaie the unfoitunate cooly in 
attendance in this mannei, and it is an expedient 
which is lesoited to with infinite effect upon the 
attack of a tiger in the lear the beast is speedily 
kicked to death, when once he is diawn within the 
range of those enoimous feet. 

The courage of the elephant is also liable to ebbs 
and flows , sometimes, at the sight of dangei, especially 
on the sudden appeal ance of a tigei, he will take to 
flight, rushing wildly tin ough the woods, and endan- 
geimg the safety of the hunters on Ins back, by the 
violent collision of the liowdah against the blanches 
of the tiees, at othei times, he will lun into the 
contrary exti erne, and chai ge upon the tawny brute, 
by falling on Ins knees, and endeavouimg to pin the 
tiger down with Ins tusks. This opeialion, which 
rendeis the liowdah a very untenable position, is often 
followed by another of a still more hazaidous natuie , 
the elephant is apt to i oil ovei upon its side, m oidei 
to ciush the foe by its ■weight, and in tins event the 
spoitsman has a good chance of being tin own into 
the clutches of the tigei, while all the guns go 
overboaid, as a matter of couise The courage of 
an elephant should be of a passive natui e , and those 
whose good qualities have been improved by train- 
ing, stand firm as a lock, sustaining the fiist burst of 
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a tigei, upioused from his lepose, with imperturbable 
coolness 

When an elephant has exhibited lepeated proofs of 
cowaidice, its dastaidly conduct is punished by the 
degradation of being reduced fiom the honour of con- 
veying the castle on its back to the buithen of the 
baggage It is not insensible to this disgiace, noi 
will a capansoned elephant deign to associate with 
its brethren of the pad No animal is better acquainted 
with its claims to distinction, 01 proudei of the splen- 
doui of its an ay, and the diffeience of the bearing 
between those decked m flowing jhools, liclily boi dei ed 
with gold, and beaiing the silvei howdah, or canopied 
ambarry on then backs, and the humble beast of 
burthen, whose housings aie of the meanest descnp- 
tion, and whose load confei s neither honoui nor dignity, 
is very striking. 

The caie which elephants take of their trunks, in 
an encountei with wild beasts, shows how conscious 
they are of the value of that impoi tant instrument , 
sometimes they will erect it ovei then heads like a 
horn, and at others pack it into the smallest possible 
compass. 

The elephant's partiality for sweetmeats has been 
alieady noticed , it is acquned m plantations of sugar- 
cane, and is universal. A cunous instance of this attach- 
ment to confectionaiy, and the method pursued to 
gratify it by an elephant in its savage state, is upon 
record It chanced that a cooly, laden with jaggery, 
a coaise piepaiation of sugar, was suiprised m a 
nanow pass, m the kingdom of Candy, by a wild 
elephant. The poor fellow, intent upon saving his 
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life, threw down the bin then, which the elephant 
devoured, and being well pleased with the repast, 
determined not to allow any person egiess or 1 egress 
who did not piovide him with a similar banquet. 
The pass occuired upon one of tliepxmcipal thoiough- 
faies to the capital, and the elephant, taking up a 
formidable position at the entiance, obhged eveiy 
passengei to pay tribute. It soon became generally 
knoivn that a donation of jaggery would ensure safe 
conduct tlnough the guaided poital, and no one 
presumed to attempt the passage without the expected 
offeung 

The elephant is fond of petting and protecting 
some infeiior animal , it often takes a fancy to a little 
dog, and the lattei, speedily becoming acquainted with 
the value of such a fnend and ally, indulges himself 
in all soits of impel tmences His post, a very secure 
one, undei the sheltei of the elephant's body, enables 
him to attack and annoy any thing that happens to 
come m Ins way , he 1 uslies out to the assault, and 
when likely to get the woist m the encountei, flies 
back to Ins place of refuge, and barks defiance at his 
adveisanes. Sometimes the sants, a tall bud of the 
crane species, which is often domesticated m an Indian 
compound, is taken into favoui , but instances of 
similar fuendship, between animals of veiy different 
habits and species, are not at all uncommon A terrier 
dog, a Peisian cat, and an antelope, bi ought up toge- 
thei in the family of an officer, who was accustomed 
to divide his caresses amongst them, lived with each 
othei m the greatest harmony and affection During 
hi 6 lesidence in Calcutta, he was in the habit of spend- 
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mg the whole morning abioad, and of letnrning about 
sun-set to dress. His foui -footed favountes weie 
acquainted with the hour m which they might expect 
to see him, and the trio always came m a body to meet 
and give him welcome, the cat caied nothing about 
change of place, being peifectly satisfied to accompany 
liei master in all Ins tiavels, and feeling quite at home 
wheiever he and the dog weie to be found. 

A party of Europeans, encamping m a jungle, will 
speedily discovei then poweis of attiaction by the 
numbei of camon buds diawn to the spot by the 
scent of the slaughter in their faim yaid. The acute- 
ness of the smell of these cieatuies has already been 
lemaiked, at the most exti aoi dinai y distance they 
seem to be peifectly acquainted with eveiy mattei 
which can interest them, and solitaiy bungalows, 
wlieie, on oidinaiy occasions, the lutes and ciows aie 
allowed to collect the offal unmolested, will be cei tain 
of a visit fiom vultures, whenevei any thing worthy 
of attention is to be had. 

The argedah, 01 butchei bud, though sometimes 
inhabiting solitaiy places, piefeis a large cantonment 
to the jungle , they aie always to be seen where Euio- 
pean solcheis aie quaiteied, but seal cely think it woith 
their while to visit small stations gainsoned by native 
troops, the few English officeis in command not killing 
enough piovisions to satisfy then moidmate appetites 
Then nests aie, howevei, almost invaiiably found m 
remote and thmly-peopled tiacts, the countiy retire- 
ment, at the bleeding season, for the fashionable 
visitants of the metiopolis of Bengal, being the neigh- 
bourhood of Commercolly. It is not geneially known. 
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that the mat about feathers, by some supposed to be 
the tribute of the paddy-goose, aie, m fact, furnished 
by this disgusting loolang animal, whose coaise lagged 
atthe gives no piomise of the delicate beauty of the 
plumes so much m esteem m Fiance and England 
They grow m a tuft undei the tail, and aie not visible 
except upon close inspection. The men who get then 
bread by the sale of these feathers, conceal the fact as 
much as possible, undei the idea that it would dete- 
riorate then value As the argeclah is piotected by 
law m Calcutta, the people who collect the plumes, 
visit the place of then letirement foi the pui pose, and 
give its name to their merchandize, which is sold 
under the appellation of Commercolly featlieis The 
tuft is easily extracted, and it sometimes happens 
that when an adjutant, as the bnd is commonly 
called, is caught upon some high tei race 01 roof-top, 
•where the depredation cannot come under the surveil- 
lance of the authontics, he is robbed of the valuable 
appendage , it is only necessary to catch him by the 
feathers under the tail, the fust struggle to be fiee 
leaves them m the hand of the maiaudei Excepting 
the heron’s, there aie no other Indian plumes so highly 
prized, and, as an aiticle of commerce, the marabouts’ 
are the most impoitant. 

In enumerating the amusements afFoi ded by a jungle, 
that supplied by the monkeys must not be omitted. 
In topes where particular tribes have taken up their 
quarteis, they aie innumerable, and upon the least 
alarm, keep up an incessant discord and chatter amidst 
the branches The fi olics and gambols of these animals, 
when viewed at a distance, aie highly diveitmg, but 
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it is by no means desnable to come into close contact 
with a tioop, their fieiceness being quite equal to then 
cunning , they have been known to attack a single 
huntsman, and so far get the bettei of him as to 
depiive him of his gun. Young men can scarcely 
withstand the temptation of having a pop at them, 
either to scare them fiom some act of depiedation, 01 
out of meie wantonness, and they aie not slow to 
perceive the cause of their alarm , aftei the first 
consternation, occasioned by the lepoit of a fowling- 
piece, has subsided, they aie apt to lesent it upon the 
person of the offender They will shake the boughs 
ovei his head, grin and chattel thiough them, and a 
few of the most danng will beset the path, and, with 
some hundreds to back them, m the event of an 
assault, the battle is best avoided, since its issue 
would be rather doubtful The exti aordmary vene- 
ration with which the monkeys are legal ded by the 
Hindoo natives of India, prevents the extirpation, 
which their exploits amongst the corn and other 
plantations seem to lendei necessaiy, as a measure 
of precaution Monkeys, it is said, are bad eating, 
and theie appears to be a sufficient numbei to supply 
the bazaais of a district during a scarcity of gram 
There is no part of the woild, peihaps, which pio- 
duces game m greater plenty 01 diveisity than Bengal 
Besides fifteen species of deei, including the antelope, 
the roe-buck, the red-deei, the small moose-deei, the 
hog or bustled deei, and the musk-deei , theie are 
wild hogs, hares, seveial kinds of common paitudge , 
quails, which at a paiticular season have been com- 
pared to flying pats of buttei , peacocks, ortolans, 
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and black -partridge , wild-geese, wild-ducks, teal, 
widgeon, water-hens, cranes, stoiks, and snipes of 
sundry shapes, colouis, and sizes, the florikin, before- 
mentioned, though not in such abundance as the 
otheis, and the jungle-fowl. A gieat vanety of fish is 
also supplied fiom the lakes, jheels, tanks, and nullahs , 
the latter are caught m large quantities, either with 
nets or by a still more simple contrivance, that of 
placing large bundles of rushy bushes in the watei 
over-night. Watei -fowl aie caught m Hindostan by 
people, who either uade or swim into the lakes with 
an eaithen pot over their heads, 01 the aitificial repre- 
sentation of a duck, made to fit on like a cap Thus 
disguised, they are enabled to get so close to the 
the objects of their pursuit as to pull them by then 
feet under watei, and to deposit them m their game- 
bag, the manoeuvre is effected by expeit persons 
with veiy little disturbance to other flocks upon the 
lake, and so easily, as to allow them to sell the produce 
of their day’s sport at a very low price 
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CHAPTER III 

THE JUNGLES 

The term jungle is very ill understood by European 
readers, who geneially associate it "with uninhabited 
forests and almost impenetrable thickets, whereas all 
the desert and uncultivated parts of India, whether 
covered w ith wood or merely suffei ed to run w aste, 
are styled jungles , and juvglc-ivallah is a term mdis- 
cummately applied to a wild cat or to a gentleman 
who has been quarteied foi a considerable peiiod in 
some desolate part of the country Persons w r ho are 
attached to very small stations m remote places, 01 
who reside m solitary houses, sunounded only by the 
habitations of the natives, are said to be living m the 
jungles. 

For a short peiiod, a sojourn amidst the untamed 
wildernesses of Hmdostan is very desirable, and with 
the exception of the fixed inhabitants of Calcutta, all 
persons visiting India must have more 01 less expe- 
rience of the delights of savage life m then passage 
through those unreclaimed tiacts which continually 
occui during a long march. But though perhaps as 
much as may appear to be desirable may be seen m a 
journey of two or tlnee months, it is necessary to 
occupy the same spot for a consideiable length of 
time, m order thoioughly to understand the ways and 
modes of spending the day in the solitary distncts 
of a foreign country, for, in constant movements 
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through wilds, howevei monotonous, the incidents of 
the maich and the change of scene afford a salutary 
lelief to ennui, which is not to be found m a fixed 
residence. If oui fellow-sojoumeis m the wilds do 
not happen to be congenial spirits, if the boar of the 
neighbouring cate ('plantation) happen to be as agree- 
able a companion as the bore of the adjacent bun- 
galow, the misnamed society of the place becomes an 
additional giievance 

Theie aie peiveise peisons m the world who refuse 
to accommodate themselves to the cncumstances m 
which they may be placed, and who, by carrying the 
foimalities and obsei vances of large communities into 
the jungles, effectually pi event the easy sociability 
which can alone render constant intercourse desirable 
Wheie the circle is extiemely cii cumscnbed, the evil 
is without lemedy , the efforts of one individual, 01 
even of one family, must be unavailing, and the 
minority are condemned to lead the most nksome life 
imaginable, tin own entnely upon then ovn resouices, 
and those lesouices miseiably contracted by the pecu- 
liarities of the climate, and the difficulty of procuring 
the matenals necessaiy to cany on any little ingenious 
art by which they may hope to beguile the time To 
descend to particulars, we may imagine a small station 
(there are many such in India, though it would be 
invidious to name them,) in which the number of 
Europeans does not amount to moie than a dozen 
individuals, this station, at least a hundied miles from 
the head-quarters of the distnct, and the inhabitants 
depending entnely upon each other for society, with 
the exception of any chance traveller who may happen 
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to pass through. Where the persons thus congi egated 
together are of cheerful, obliging dispositions, ready 
to fall into any rational plan foi the benefit and 
advantage of the whole, a residence in the jungles of 
India may be lendered exceedingly delightful , and 
those who have enjoyed its fieedom fiom woildly 
cares and woildly vanities, its quiet sober existence, 
will look back upon it as the most enviable poition of 
their lives Conveisation will supply the place of 
books, and the few books which the station may boast 
will furnish topics foi conveisation, if those who are 
fond of reading can be induced to entei into discus- 
sions upon what they 1 ead. When this is the case, the 
value of a book is enhanced to a degiee scaicely con- 
ceivable to those who can command a well-furnished 
library at home the commentaries elicited may not be 
veiy profound, but, if lively and entertaining, they 
form admuable substitutes foi the Edmbuigh and 
Quarterly, and wheie anything like talent is brought 
into play, the absence of many of those piejudices, 
which can scarcely fail to bias opinions concerning 
new works m the places of their pi oducti on, .venders 
decisions foimed m the jungles of India rpfOre just 
and impaitial than those which aie so peiemptonly 
pronounced by the leading reviews of the day 

The bachelois of a station usually bestow all their 
tediousness upon each othei, and unless one should be 
more studious than the rest, whethei then tempers 
and habits should assimilate or not, will be constantly 
togethei, fiequently taking no soit of pleasure m that 
daily intercom se which they cannot live without. 
With the ladies it is different ; they will not be at the 
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tiouble of leaving tlieir houses except upon formal 
invitations, unless inclination should lead them into 
society, m this event neitliei rams noi hot winds 
can prevent them fiom tiaveismg the short distances 
which divide the bungalow s from each , and when 
kindness of heart 01 mutual tastes bung them into 
constant association, the gentlemen follow m then 
tiain, very few prefenmg the jovialities of their own 
exclusive circle to the attractiveness of a feminine 
cotene The fruits of domestication amid the ladies, 
wheie the haimony is not interrupted by any mal- 
accident, are of incalculable value , so much, indeed, 
depends upon the wives and sisteis of the residents, 
that there ought to be an Act of Parliament to piohibit 
the exportation of any lad} r , who is not qualified to 
lighten the dreariness of an Indian jungle 

It has been before remaiked, that there is little 
scope for feminine industry in our eastern possessions 
Charity bazaars, which put so many fan fingers into 
motion in Europe, are almost unknow n out of Calcutta 
Where there is no theatre, no fancy ball m peispective, 
lequirmg dresses and decoiations to be fashioned out 
of such materials as only a bold and imaginative spirit 
would consider applicable, invention flags; people 
like to fancy that they are manufacturing something 
useful, and though nothing m India is unprofitable 
which affords employment for the fingers, preventing 
the miserable tedium resulting from utter inactivity 
of body and mind, encouiagement is necessary to 
induce perseverance , and it must be confessed that 
the gathering togethei of ladies, m the days of tapestry - 
hangings or of eleven-sided pincushions, has always 
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tended to the pioduction of a thousand stitches where 
one w ould suffice The climate m India is unfortunately 
adveise to needle-work, 01 any work whose beauty 
may be endangei ed by hands which cannot be kept at a 
pi opei tempei ature tin ead-nettmg (Liking the precau- 
tion to use silvei implements) is the employment best 
adapted to the hot weather, but the fan propoitions of 
many a scaif have been cm tailed by the want of a few 
leels of cotton The natives twist all the tlnead they 
use as they need it fiom the raw mateii.il, division of 
labour being very ill-understood m Hmdostan, — m con- 
sequence perhaps of the deaith of political economists, 
— and Calcutta does not alw aj s a (lord a suppl} of 
the precise at tide wanted to complete some delicate 
manufactuie, which will not admit of any inferior 
substitute. European shopkeepers vaiy their prices 
so considerably, according to the demand, that pi udent 
persons will not indulge in the pui chase of goods 
chaiged so much beyond their -value The ladies at a 
jungle station w ere disappointed of a supply of glared 
cotton, in consequence of tiie enormous price put upon 
the stock which onl} r one milliner m Calcutta happened 
to have on hand , si\ rupees (tw elve shillings) per 
ounce was asked foi what in England sold for half the 
numbei of pence, and the gentleman employed to 
execute the commission, struck with the magnitude of 
the sum, requested fiesli instructions from his fair 
couespondents, who laid their woik aside m despair. 
Thus, it appeal s that there aie many temptations to 
idleness and few incitements to mdustiy , and in nine 
cases out of ten, wheie the ladies of a station only 
meet upon ceremonious occasions, all the w oik, both 
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useful and ornamental, will devolve upon tlie native 
tailoi employed in the household. 

It is difficult to say how the females of Anglo-Indian 
families, w ho are only visible upon great occasions, 
pass away their time. At large stations, it may be 
supposed that they are ically not at home when such 
an announcement is made to the visitoi , but m the 
jungles, wheie every movement must be known at the 
neighbouring bungalow s, there is something mysterious 
m the seclusion of the lady of the house, and it is to 
be feared that she does not think liei neighbours 
worth the trouble of making herself visible liei 
dressing loom foims an 1 mpcnclraha which is only to 
be guessed at. if country -boi n, or transplanted at a 
veiy early age, she perhaps finds more amusement m 
comersation with liei native attendants, than m that 
of Emopeans of a higher grade of intellect. There 
are generally a few ladies at e\ery European station 
addicted to this mode of thinking and acting , but m a 
large society their habits are of little consequence , it 
is only when a malign stai condemns the membeis of 
some family, whose mental acquirements aie of a 
supeiior order, to diag out two or three ycais of then 
eustence m a jungle, w lieic there can be no lecipiocity 
of sentiment between them and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring houses, that the indulgence of idle and 
debasing habits can be felt as a gnevance But this is 
a conjunction which too fiequently occurs, and, though 
quarrelling and ill-wall may be avoided, the mtei - 
course which takes place is constrained and lieaitless 

The observation of the same liouis is absolutely 
essential to tire comfoit and sociability of a small 
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station, and wheie the majonty of the inhabitants pei- 
sist m dmmg at night, as it is called, it is impossible 
to establish a free and friendly intei course In the 
fii st place, this custom involves the necessity of enter- 
taining dmnei company, or not receiving any company 
at all You cannot dismiss your guests befoie dmnei, 
and there is no time to see them afteiwaids. In these 
days of 1 eduction and retrenchment, theie are not 
many of the sei vants of the Company who can afford 
to give frequent invitations to dinner, particularly in 
the Upper Provinces, where the European supplies 
foi the table aie so expensive, that beer and wine are 
luxuries which piudent subaltern officeis deny them- 
selves. Where people of limited incomes do not 
choose to meet at tea and spend the evening cheerfully 
together, invitations must necessanly be restucted, 
and can only occur at long intervals. These station- 
dinners, as they are called, which in large canton- 
ments are only given by persons who can afford them, 
and in extensive societies bring people agreeably 
togethei, aie the dullest things imaginable when com- 
posed of some eight or ten individuals, who have 
nothing on earth to say to each other when they meet. 

The family of the commandant of a small station, 
who were willing to promote sociability m any form 
that would be most acceptable to the cncle around 
them, having failed m an attempt to introduce early 
dinners and evening paities, were content sometimes 
to put off their own repast for the convenience of 
then guests, and to see company occasionally after 
the most approved fashion. The sacrifice of domestic 
comfort upon these occasions was veiy gieat indeed. 
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the disax langement of household economy foimed but 
a small part of it, as it was merely necessaiy to sub- 
stitute an early tiffin for the four o’clock dinner , but 
in lncumng a ceitain expense, there was no commen- 
suiate gam in the solace of a dull and tedious day, to 
be got through, as usual, without extenoi assistance 
There is nothing so fatiguing as ennui , at nightfall, it 
would have been much more agreeable to prepaie 
foi ^bed than to sit upon the chuboolur , 01 terrace, 
m expectation of guests, from whose conveisational 
powers little pleasuie could be anticipated, and fre- 
quent repetition had diminished the amusement at 
fiist denved from the great absuidity of making a 
foimal and state affan of a meeting between persons 
located m the same wilderness, and whose happiness 
might have been so much increased by a moie lational 
method of spending then time. At the hour pi escribed 
by a goddess destined to reign supreme amidst the 
untamed savages, the -wolves and hyamas of an Indian 
plain, these votaues of fashion began to arnve, cairiage 
after carnage drove up to the door, until the whole 
council of ten weie faiily set down from their res- 
pective vehicles, the ladies diessed m ball attne, and 
the gentlemen uncomfoi table m the piospect of being 
obliged to sit with then feet under instead of on the 
table, without then due allowance of cigars. To 
moidmate self-indulgence at home might be traced 
the difficulties of getting the station together m a 
sociable and fuendly way, the decencies of life had 
become nksome to peisons who were m the habit 
of lounging about their houses in deshabille , and this 
slatternly luxury could only be relinquished foi some- 
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thing in the style of those great enteitamments, which 
seemed to them to be alone woithy of any sacufice 
of personal comfort The dinnei of couise was dull, 
the conveisation confined to those common-place 
topics which may be made agreeable m a family 
paity, but which offei lenten entei tamment to a 
foimal cncle Aftei a few horns, wasted m vain 
attempts to amuse people who belong to the most 
difficult class in the woild, a soit of umveisal joy 
takes place at the sepaiation, the guests are glad to 
go, the hosts aie glad to see them depait, they have 
been defiauded of a comfoi table sleep, they lejoice 
that a disagreeable duty has been perfoimed, and that 
a consideiable penod will elapse before they shall 
think themselves called upon to perfonn it again. 

The peaceably inclined console themselves with the 
idea that it is fai bettei to vegetate in this way than 
to live m a state of waifaie, but theie is generally 
at least one person m the community who thinks 
o th ei wise, and who, foi the sake of a little vanety, 
contrives to pick a quanel with his neighbours — no 
difficult mattei, wheie there is a disinclination to 
conioimtothe wishes of otheis Indeed, it leqiures 
no inconsiderable poition of good sense and good 
tempei, to avoid giving offence to peisons who expect 
a gieat deal, and concede nothing, although they may 
lefuse to lend themselves to any scheme proposed 
by the moie active and social spnits, they aie highly 
indignant when they aie left out of such amusements 
as the place mayaffoid Should any stiangeis pass 
tlnough, though they would nevei think of inviting 
them to then own houses, they take it much amiss 
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if they should not be asked to meet them at the 
moi e hospitable mansions , they have no idea of being 
made conveniences of — sent foi when there is nobody 
else, and to be asked m the evening, when there is 
a dinner party, is an indignity to which they will 
not submit. In fact, such is the high tone of society 
m India, that no considei ation of small looms and 
limited space would excuse those who, m the attempt 
to bung a laige paity togethei, should ask a ceitam 
portion to join it after dmnei , it is a thing not to 
be thought of 

Twenty persons formed the utmost numbei w Inch 
could be accommodated at table in the bungalow 
befoie-mentioned, as the gland theatie of the station- 
dinners at a 1 emote jungle A regiment passing 
through, the family weie anxious to invite all the 
sti angers as well as the individuals composing then 
ow n cu cle, but it could not be accomplished , not a 
soul would condescend to come to tea , it w as tlierefoie 
necessaiy to make a ^election the mamed people 
weie asked, and the joung men were left to their 
tents. There was no use in giving them the option of 
coming in the evening, they w ould have been offended 
by so gieat a maik of disrespect as the supposition 
that they could be induced to act m a manner so dero- 
gatoi y to then dignity. 

This spirit peivades eveiy pait of India, m Calcutta, 
the seats .it a dinner party, vacated by any unfoi eseen 
contmgence, cannot be filled up , intimate acquain- 
tance, who would readily come in a fiienilly way at a 
day’s notice, will not submit to stop a gap aftei 
imitations to otheis have been sent out, wheie the 
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pai ty, not intended to be a laige one, has been 
diminished by disappointments, the evil becomes ves- 
sel ious, upon such occasions, illnesses or deaths 
assume the chaiactei of aflionts, for the guests who 
fulfil then engagements are, in nine cases out of ten, 
annoyed at having so few persons to meet them, and 
receive the apologies of the master and mistress of 
the house with ill-concealed resentment. The Medes 
and the Persians appear to have given the laws to 
Anglo-Indians, no innovation can be tolerated, and 
young men, who jn England would feel honoured by 
being invited to attend the ladies m the drawmg- 
100m, must m India be treated with all the lespect 
and consideration due to age and rank, they are 
offended by any distinction, and the ensign, if invited 
at all, must be invited with the same form and 
ceremony observed towards Ins colonel 

At the penod of the relief, even the jungles pai- 
ticipate m the amusements which the cold season 
pioduces all ovei India, they are seldom or never 
entirely out of the line of march, and the influx of 
sti angers, although only for a couple of days, affords 
an agieeable variety to those who are happy to avail 
themselves of the change Chance travellers pass 
tlnough occasionally, even at the most hostile period 
of the year , but m the cold w eatlier, pleasing expecta- 
tions may be entei tamed of the arrival of guests, 
bringing- with them the news and fashions of more 
frequented places The appearance of a tent is always 
signified by the servants of a family known to delight 
m the peiformance of the duties of hospitality. If 
double-poled, the inhabitant must be a person of 
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some rank, his name and quality aie speedily dis- 
covered , and, in nineteen cases out of twenty, this 
revelation bungs with it a tolerably accuiate know- 
ledge of the disposition and character 

People in India are well known by repoit thiough- 
out the whole of the presidency to which they may be 
attached, and theie aie few whose acquaintance is so 
little desuable as to exclude them from the houses of 
social individuals condemned to solitude dui mg a 
considerable penod of the. year Wheie persons of 
congenial dispositions meet in this manner, the acci- 
dental collision leads to valuable friendships. A well- 
mfoimed, -well-educated civilian, travelling with two 
01 thiee chests of books, by way of beguiling time, in 
a lonely jouinej', proved to be a prize of the first 
magnitude , the day was spent in lively discussion , 
an intei change of volumes took place, and as the 
residence of the orvnei of an extensive libraiy was 
only at the distance of three days’ maich, a prospect 
was opened of the most cheering kind, since the 
assistance of a coaly could at any time procure a fi esh 
supply of standard works from the well- filled shelves 
of tins accommodating neighbour . The inhabitants of 
the station had been accustomed to send to amiseiable 
circulating library, about a hundred miles off, for the 
<c last new work by the aulhoi of Waverley,” and 
were often fam to be content vith the refuse of the 
Minerva pi ess happy were they, when the uncon- 
scious messenger deposited at their feet the lucubra- 
tions of some popular writer ' 

The exquisite delight of reading a book leally woi th 
reading m an Indian jungle is almost worth a journey 

b3 
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to the wilds of Hindostan, especially if it should airive 
upon one of those sultiy, oppressive days, m ■which 
the hot wind blows from a w long quarter, when 
w'eaiiness and hstlessness picv.nl, and each member of 
the family, stretched at length uponasofa, canchenshno 
liope of entei tainment beyond that a (lorded by a reverie, 
in which he may tianspoit lnmself to more genial skies 
The dieaty monotony of time passed in this manner 
is sometimes bioken m upon by the unexpected arrival 
of a dal tiaveller, who makes his appearance without 
the note of preparation sounded by blows upon the 
tent-pms. A. palanquin is seen making its way 
tluough the dust, the soiled, travel-stained, weary 
look of the bearers, the baggage, and utensils heaped 
on the top of the vehicle, announce that it belongs to 
a wayful er, and piesently it is deposited at the door. 
The servants m waiting rush m with the intelligence 
that there is a strange gentleman outside , the master 
of the house, who is of comse sitting without Ins 
jacket, makes a hasty toilette, and advances to receive 
his guest, who enters sometimes moie than half dead, 
red and roasted, bj long exposui e to hotair, ciampcd 
with lying for so many horns in a palanquin, and so 
completely covered with dust that it is difficult to 
deteinune what has been the original hue and textuie 
of his gaiments. He is ushered, m the first instance, 
to the batlnng-room, wlieic a plentiful ablution, 
change of clothes, and a glass of brandy and water 
enable him to shake off his fatigue, and join the family 
circle The transition from a hot, jolting com cv ance, 
a moving dungeon, to a spacious and comparatively 
cool apartment, is the most enjoyable tiling in the 
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woild, the miseues of the past are forgotten, and the 
lately subdued and jaded tiaveller soon becomes 
sufficiently lecovexed to impail as much pleasure as 
he receives. A lenewal of the journey m the cool of 
the evening is anticipated without dread , it is only 
when the great distance fi om station to station obliges 
a Euiopean to tiavel thiough the heat of the day, 
that much difficulty and annoyance must be enduied. 

The natives, Hindoos m paiticulai, choose the most 
oppiessive season foi long journeys, which they fre- 
quently perfonn m the hottest hours of the four-and- 
twenty Mamage piocessions aie then to be seen 
travel sing the loads m great abundance, and wheie a 
bungaloiv commands a view of the highway, a good 
deal of amusement may be denved from the fantastic 
pomp exhibited upon these occasions The poorest 
make a faint attempt at magnificence, but their 
humble bndals are distinguished only by yellow gai- 
ments and blaiing ti umpets , neither noise nor tuimei ic 
is wanting, and the eyes aie dazzled and the ears split 
as the level lout pass along. Camels, hoises, palan- 
quins, and rhuts, moie 01 less ornamented, accompany 
the maich of the wealthy suitoi , but it is only m the 
mamage letmue of a gieat man that tlieie is much 
display of wealth and grandeui The wedding, or 
rather the betiothment of a son of a lich noble (for 
the budegioom was a child of eight 01 ten yeais old), 
celebiated with all the pomp and splendoui which the 
lank and foitune of the pai ties could command, affoided 
an agieeable spectacle to the dullest of dull canton- 
ments. The iiatives affect a gieat deal of state, and 
make as much show as possible with the means which 
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they possess , accoidingly the march was stretched 
out to its utmost length A small tioop of camels, 
jingling all ovei with bells, and uchly bedizened with 
tufts of vaiious colouis, led the van, behind them 
came bullock-carnages, coveied with scailet cloth, 
then a company of giave peisonages, mounted on 
tattoos , next, two or thiee open palanquins, canopied 
with fnnged curtains, m one of which the little bnde- 
gioom gleamed and glitteied like a rich ornament in a 
velvet casket. Aftei these, a stately elephant appeared, 
bearing a silvei kojvdah, screened fiom the sun by an 
umbiella of all the colouis of the rainbow, this 
was followed by a disoideily troop of survais or sol- 
dieis, ill-clad and ill-mounted, and trailing clumsy 
uncouth matchlocks and haiquebusses along, more 
camels, more bullock-caits, moie seivants, on hoise- 
back and on foot, armed and unaimed, some carrying 
speais and bucklers, and some blowing tiumpets, 
more elephants mai clung singly, at a gieat distance 
from each othei , more palanquins, some shut, some 
open, and all decorated with gold and silver , and, to 
ciown all, an old-fashioned English gig, with a non- 
descupt kind of harness and a hoise of the alligator 
species, wheiem two men m flowing gieen lobes and 
white tuibans weie seated, with stiange incongruity, 
found a place amid a procession m which all else was 
ti uly Asiatic 

In gazing upon a spectacle of tins natui e, Europeans 
are often staitled by the appantion of an old coach, 
which looks as if it had been taken off one of the 
stands of London, with a native head pioudly stuck 
out of the woim-eaten, rat-eaten, worn-out, rusty 
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vehicle, to which neither paint noi varnish have been 
applied foi many a long year. Highly delighted with 
a bellatec gariee (Euiopean carriage), they never 
tiouble themselves about the manner m which it may 
be kept , and, as long as it will hang together, how- 
evei tatteidemallion may be its condition, exhibit it 
on state occasions with undisguised exultation. 

The bunging home of the young bride, after the 
betiothment had taken place, was lendeied more 
picturesque by the passage through the cantonments 
being peifoimed at night The bells of the camels 
and elephants announced the approach of the caval- 
cade, and it certainly made a veiy splendid appearance 
by the light of innumeiable toiclies. The palanquins 
glanced along like goigeous buds, the fluttering of 
the fringed cui tains being alone distinguishable, the 
camels assumed somewhat of a supernatural appear- 
ance, as their nodding plumes, aiclied necks, and 
shapeless humps appeared and disappeared m the 
flickering glaie, the elephants looked like moving 
monuments of black marble, and strange monsters, 
flying gnffins, and chimeras dire, might be dimly 
shaped out amid the promiscuous multitude of horse 
and foot, which spread themselves over the broad 
load, while the wild discord of the music, and the 
shout and ciy always an accompaniment of an Asiatic 
procession, joined tothepaitial illumination of flaming 
toiches, gave to the whole an an of mysteiy and 
romance, and no fanciful imagination could foibear 
associating the rajali, despite Ins attendant in the gig, 
with some potent magician, summoning good and evil 
genu to his aid, in protecting or kidnapping the hope- 
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ful lieii of a neighbounng monaich In beholding 
these stiange pageants, the ivondeis of an Aiabian 
tale become leahties , we are no longei suipnsed at 
the wild phantasies of the authois, they may justly 
be said to diaw fiom natuie, and to present to their 
leadeis, if not existing objects, things as they appealed 
in the chaotic confusion of men and animals ciowding 
together at night. In duvmg home from late paities, 
m the Uppei Provinces, Euiopeans fiequently en- 
countei stiange groups of veiy uneaithly chaiacter, 
incantation scenes, which would make the fortune of 
a managei of a minoi theatie, and solitaiy individuals 
so withered and so wild in their attne as to be abso- 
lutely staitlmg Tluee 01 fout demoniac-looking 
peisonages, of a hoi rid blackness, lialf-clad m uncouth 
gaiments, will suddenly emerge fiom some ravine, 
blandishing flai mg toiches, and making the air 1 mg 
with discoidant cries, and the clang of still more fear- 
ful instruments They seem as if they were that 
instant disgorged fiom the subterranean dominions of 
some mighty magician , and it is only by an effort of 
leason that the mind can be divested of the idea that 
these masqueraders actually belong to the invisible 
world The perfoimers aic usually Hindoos, engaged 
m leligious ceremonies, and they ceitainly contrive to 
equal m honor the most frightful descnptions of the 
writeis of fiction. A disguise of tins kind is sometimes 
assumed to covei desperate undei takings, and even 
bridal processions aie made subseivient to the designs 
of lobbers 

The treasuie collected by officeis employed m the 
revenue branch of the service, is frequently the object 
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of hostile attempts It is always conveyed to a place 
of sccunty tinder a guaid of sepoys, and the officei 
commanding takes caie to encamp m some stiong 
secuie place, at a consideiable distance fiom a town 
oi village, and wheie the appioach of a band of ma- 
laudeis may be easily descned But, on one occasion, 
the lobbeis piactised a ? use de guerre, which pioved 
eminently sucessful , they clothed themselves m yellow 
gaiments, and, ciowdmg togethei in the piomiscuous 
tlnongs which are commonly assembled m nuptial 
cavalcades, effectually deceived the sentinels, who, 
looking upon them as the guests of some gay wed- 
ding, did not discovei then teal intentions until 
they weie sunounded, and lesistance was rendered 
hopeless. 

The inhabitants of a jungle-station fiequentlj', 
dining the cold weathei, betake themselves to canvas, 
and change the scene a httle by foimmg hunting and 
shooting pai ties m the most picturesque spots m the 
distuct The ladies aie usually included m these 
engagements, and when there is any congeniality of 
disposition, a few days 01 weeks may be passed very 
delightfully in the -wildest solitudes Elephants are 
too expensive animals to be generally maintained by 
private individuals belonging to the Anglo-Indian 
community , but as they aie indispensable m attacking 
the highest species of game, they aie boil owed foi the 
time fiom the commissaiiat, or fiom lich natives, who 
are alv ays willing to lend them, 01 to assist in any 
spoit which may require the aid of those animals, 
which they delight to tram for the field. Though 
hawks aie fiequently kept by Euiopeans stationed m 
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the Uppei Provinces of Hindostan, they aie seldom 
so numeious, 01 so well taught, as those belonging to 
native gentlemen, Hindoos especially, who, if they 
should be stiict in their lehgious punciples, cannot 
enjoy the pleasures of the chase, unless their falcons 
are so admnably broken in as to take the prey alive. 
Notwithstanding then sciuples respecting the des- 
tiuction of animal life, they do not object to be 
present at the slaughtei of a hecatomb of victims. On 
one occasion, though no Hindoo could be found to cut 
the thi oat of a partiidge captuied by a hawk, and to 
whom a libation of blood was to be offeied, a Biahmin, 
acting m the capacity of a chupiassee, leadily lelin- 
quished his swoi d to a Moosulman foi the purpose 
Hawking in India, to those who aie not bent upon the 
extermination of beasts of piey, is one of the most 
exhilarating things in the world, and the sport is 
peculiaily suited to feminine paiticipation. To ladies, 
hog-hunting is of course quite out of the question, 
and there are very few whose nerves could stand 
against the terror and carnage of an expedition against 
tigers, to say nothing of the fatigue to be encountered 
in a chase winch frequently lasts foi houis under a 
burning sun. Hawking, whei e there is less excitement, 
may be lehnquished at pleasuie, and the puisuit of 
game leads the party into wildernesses fai lemoved 
from the dwellings of man. The sylvan denizens of 
the soil are seen in their native haunts , the majestic 
nylghau, roused at the approach of mtiudeis, scoui s 
across the plain, or crashes through the boughs of a 
neighbouring thicket, heids of antelopes are seen 
grazing, and at eveiy step the elephant puts up some 
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beautiful biid, or some strange and intei esting animal , 
wolves and bears may be detected stealing off to a 
moie secluded covert, whilst the poicupme utteis its 
shull cry of alarm,, and the monkey gibbers at the 
passing pageant. 

Wild geese afford the best spoit , they soar exceed- 
ingly high, and frequently bid defiance to the falcon’s 
adventuious wings. Smallei buds, partridges espe- 
cially, have no chance of escape, and when appearing 
on the edge of those basm-like valleys, which so 
fiequently diversify the plains of India, their captuie 
is seen to gieat advantage from the back of an elephant, 
as the spectator can look down upon the whole scene , 
and following the flight of the hawk along the steep, 
wheie the fnghtened partridge hurries for shelter, 
obseive the fatal precision of his aim, and see him 
pounce dnectly on the victim, which he beais to the 
falconer m Ins claw. In some parts of the country, 
the largest description of the hawk is trained to the 
chase, and its murderous talons are directed against 
antelopes and the smallei kinds of deer , it darts at 
the head of the quarry, blinds and confuses it with 
its flapping wings, teais it with its beak and claws, 
and finally succeeds m depriving it of life. This is 
not, however, a common exhibition, and is seldom 
witnessed except at the couits of native princes. 
Hunting with cheetahs (leopards) is more commonly 
practised , but though the manceuvies of the cat-like 
pursuer aie exceedingly curious and interesting, as 
they develop the nature and habits of the animal, 
there is nothing noble, generous, 01 exciting m the 
spoit. The cheetahs , hooded like hawks, are secured 
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by a slight harness to a platfoim fastened on a bul- 
lock cait, their keepei holds the beasts in his hand, 
and those who wish to obtain a good view of the 
chase, take a seat beside the driver Antelopes, accus- 
tomed to the sight of bullocks, will permit them to 
make a much neaier appioach than any less familiar 
animal When the carts have ai rived at a prudent 
distance from the herd, the dnver halts, the cheetahs 
are unloosed, and espying the pie}', they drop silently 
off the vehicle, taking cate to choose the contrary side 
fiom that on which the deei aie feeding. They steal, 
ciou clung along the ground, scieemng themselves 
behind every bush, hillock, or tuft;, of glass which 
may occui m their way, pausing occasionally when 
there seems to be any dangei of a piematuie alarm, 
each has singled out Ins victim, and, measuring the 
distance with an experienced eye, they dart foiwaul 
with a sudden bound Two or three springs ensure 
success or disappointment , the victoi alights upon Ins 
piey. But if a tlueatened antelope should have the 
good foitune to escape the first attempt, no second 
effoit is made, the cheetah leturns growling and m 
ill-humour to his keepei , he has lost Ins advantage, and 
sullenly lelinquishes a field which must be won fanly 
by stiength and speed 

The pooler class of natives, who take up the occu- 
pation of hunters foi their oivn subsistence, 01 pecuniary 
emolument, sometimes avail themselves of the sei vices 
of a bullock m appioachmg within shot of a held 
of antelopes Thens is a mattei of business, not of 
excitement, and they have no idea of allowing a 
chance to the objects of then pursuit. A bull nek 
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is caiefully trained foi the purpose, and when his 
education is completed, he makes a cjuiefc entrance 
into the jungles, followed closely by his mastei, who 
contrives to scieen himself completely behind the 
animal The bullock glazes caielessly as he advances, 
making cncuitous and apparently unpiemeditated 
movements , at last he arrives at a convenient distance, 
without having distuibed the unconscious herd, he 
then stands still, the shikaree, 01 huntei, fixes his 
clumsy matchlock along the back of the animal, and 
still unseen takes uneiung aim down diops the 
devoted antelope, and away fly the rest of the herd, 
dispei sed and out of sight m an instant. Euiopeans 
laiely witness this kind of spoit, if such it may be 
called, but it sometimes falls to the lot of a solitaiy 
tiaveller, who fiom some elevation obtains an extensive 
view over a wide plain, to have an oppoitunity of 
watching the singulai manceuvies employed by the 
huntei and his uncouth agent 

Where the weapons at hand ai e mefficent foi open 
waifaie, stiatagems must supply the place of more 
geneious hostility, and even Anglo-Indians aie some- 
times compelled to adopt native aits, and when the 
assistance of elephants cannot be piocuied, they will 
condescend to lay a bait for a tigei, and sit patiently 
m a tiee until the fieice animal shall lepan to his 
evening lepast, and they can shoot him while, in 
fancied secunty, he is indulging Ins appetite , others, 
disdaining such unwailike defences, will encounter a 
tigei singly on hoiseback This is of course a veiy 
difficult and dangeious enteipuse, few steeds, how- 
ever noble, can be brought to face an enemy of which 
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they enteitain an instinctive (head. The vicinity of 
a tiger is often discoveied by the distiess and tenor 
exhibited by horses, w Inch even in their stables have 
been known to fall into fits of trembling and peispira- 
tion, occasioned by then seciet conviction that then 
foe is at hand , and when a horse is found sufficiently 
courageous to encounter so terrible a savage, the most 
extraordinary activity, coolness, presence of mind, 
accuiacy of eye, and strength of arm, aie necessary to 
ensuie the victoiy. The hunter, after putting up the 
tiger, wheels tound him m a circle at full speed, nevei 
permitting, m the rapidity of his movements, a single 
moment foi the fatal spnng, and when the tiger, 
bewildered and dazzled, offeis an unguaided front, 
pins him to earth with the thrust of a spear. Such 
entei puses must be of raie occurrence, and can only 
be contemplated by adventurous spirits delighting in 
the excitement produced by the wild and dangerous 
spoits of India, and anxiously bent upon braving the 
most fearful tenors of the field 

Alongiesidence in the Upper Provinces is extiemely 
favouiable to puisuits of this nature, during pro- 
tracted intervals of peace, active minds aie driven 
to difficult and penlous exploits for the employment 
of their vacant houis, inured to desperate hazards, 
should any leal emergence call for their sei vices, they 
face gum-visaged war with stem delight, and though 
the scene is too distant, and the campaigns too umm- 
poitant to Europe, to attract much attention at home, 
the dangeis daiecl and the deeds which are done by 
the gallant youth of oui Eastern aimy, aie not 
inferioi to the most spnit-stiinng entei puses chio- 
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nicled in the recoids of cluvahy. Wlieie there are no 
wild beasts to be encounteied, fatigues and hardships 
of another kind aie eagerly sought out. To ride 
easily and without stopping, that hard-trotting beast, 
an express-camel, becomes an object of ambition 
During the Mahratta wai, one 01 two coips of 
dromedanes were foimed , two men, completely armed, 
w demounted on each animal, but though tiaversmg 
the countiy in an incredibly short penod of time, 
these tioops weie unserviceable, m consequence of the 
exhaustion of the soldieis, occasioned by the dreadful 
jolting of their mode of conveyance Some Euiopean 
officeis, however, will ride these camels at their 
swiftest pace thus qualifying themselves foi the 
conveyance of oiders 01 despatches, should their 
sei vices ever be lequired in that way Meanwhile, 
it affords an agieeable diveision to beguile time 
destined to be spent in almost interminable sands , 
and should duty or pleasure call them to less remote 
stations, they astonish the fastidious and refined society 
there, by bringing to it habits and manners contracted 
m lonely and sequestered places An Euiopean officer, 
mounted on a camel, is a strange sight on the British 
side of the central provinces of India, and inevitably 
piocures for him the appellation of jungle-mallah 
Otheis exhibit themselves with their hair cut so closely 
to their sculls, for coolness, as to look exactly as if 
they had just escaped from a mad-house, some people 
ask who the gentleman is without a chopper, a witticism 
which can only be undei stood by those who are versed 
m the architecture of country-boats and bungalows, 
of which the thatched roofs are denominated choppers. 
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In the midland stations of Hindostan, a gi eat deal 
of amusement may be dei’ived fiom the vaneties of 
costume and manners displayed by amvals from 
Europe and Calcutta, and those fiom the fiontier 
towaids the Himalaya 01 the deseits of Nusseerabad. 
Wheie two ladies aie dancing vis-a-vis m the same 
quadrille, theie will be a diffeience of at least ten 
yards in the shuts of their gowns, the one expanding 
m the amplitude piescubed by a London 01 Pansian 
modiste , the othei ciamped m the nairow dimensions 
which obtained at the penod of her outfit some ten 
years befoie. A few of the waidiobes of India are 
actual cunosities, presenting modes and manufactures 
now unhappily lost to the fashionable world. The 
AVi iter admits with shame that her attention was once 
distracted fiom a sermon by the contemplation of a most 
remarkable fabiic of cambnc muslin, interwoven with 
a sort of lace-woilc, the like of which hei eyes had 
nevei till that houi beheld , at anothei time, the vision 
of a brown muslin spotted with gold absoibed every 
faculty, and anested a due leply to hurra beebee, who 
had lescued this antiquated piece of laiment fiom the 
depths of some neglected wardrobe, apparently un- 
conscious of the extiaoidmaiy sensation it would 
cieate. The gentlemen are not a whit behind the 
ladies, some of them affect the Asiatic style of diess, 
and wear long beards , eldeily civilians have tlieir 
clothes made by native du zees, after the patterns which 
they brought out with them, and the most eccentric 
coveimgs for the head are adopted, hats of straw or 
of white cotton, and foraging caps of eveiy descup- 
tion, the newly-amved dandy gazes with honoi and 
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sui prise, but Ins gay appaiel soon loses its gloss , be 
finds it convenient to change his cloth coat for one made 
of shining China silk , the di esses of the visitois fiom 
the jungles aie 1 e-modelled, and thus an ecjuil ibi lum 
is preseived, and people m 1 emote distncts become 
enlightened on the subject of modem inventions 


CHAPTER IV 

AGRA. 

In this age of tounsts it is rathei extiaoi dinary that 
the tiavelhng mania should not extend to the posses- 
sions of the British Government m India , and that so 
few pel sons are induced to visit scenes and countries in 
tlie East, embellished with the most gorgeous produc- 
tions of natuie and of art. The city of Agia is well 
w 01 thy of a pilgi image from the utteimost parts of 
the globe, yet a veiy small number amid those who 
have spent many yeais m Hindostan aie tempted to 
pay it a visit, and the civil and military residents, 
togethei with casual tiavelleis passing through to the 
places of then destination, alone are acquainted with 
a city boasting all the oriental magnificence which 
imagination has pictuied from the glowing descrip- 
tions of Eastern tales The Smelfungus tube is very 
numeious in India, necessity, and not "a truant 
disposition,” has occasioned the greater portion of the 
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seivants of the Company to ti averse foieign lands; 
and the sole lemaik frequently made by peisons who 
have sojourned amid the marble temples and citron 
gioves of Agia, consists of a simple statement, that 
<f it is exceedingly hot.” Bishop Heber, who possessed 
a tiue relish foi the sublime and beautiful, and who 
delighted with all a poet’s enthusiasm m the pictu- 
lesque, has not done Agra justice m Ins interesting 
nanative He was ill dunng the biief penodoflns 
sojourn theie, and had come immediately from Delhi, 
the stately lival of the city of Acbar This is the 
more unfortunate, as his work, being very popular, 
and considered good authority, has led a favourite 
wnter of the day to pourtray rum and desolation as 
the prominent features of Agra, whereas, though 
somewhat shorn of the splendour it possessed in the 
times of the Moghul emperors, it is still a place of 
wealth and importance, inhabited by rich natives, 
both Moosulman and Hindoo, and carrying on an 
extensive trade „ Should steam navigation ever be 
mtioduced with effect upon the Ganges and Jumna, 
tlieie can be little doubt that the seat of government 
will be, at some time, removed from Calcutta to a 
more cential station, and the probabilities are gieatly 
m favour of Agra being the selected spot In this 
event, improvements of vast magnitude may be ex- 
pected to take place in the upper country The hill 
stations especially will be benefited by the influx of 
visitors, they must necessarily be enlarged, roads 
must be made, bridges constructed, gaidens cultivated, 
and public buildings erected, until they will offer the 
accommodations of European watering-places, m addi- 
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tion to the far superior attractions of theii sceneiy 
Pei sons weary of Cheltenham, Baden, Spa, and othei 
springs of fashionable resort, may take a tup to the 
Himalaya, and visit the souiee of the Ganges by way 
of vanety. Even now, it would be peifectly prac- 
ticable for a touust, in search of novelty, to climb the 
heights of the Asiatic mountains to the limits ot eter- 
nal snow, that untrodden bairiei which has defied, 
and will defy the adventuious foot of man, and return 
to England, without expeuencmg a single day in 
which the thermometer shall have risen bej’ond the 
bounds of modeiate heat. By landing m Calcutta in 
the middle of October, four months of cold w eatliei are 
secuied, a period sufficient to admit of eas}' travelling 
tluough the Upper Provinces, via Benaies, Lucknow', 
Agra, Blmrtpoie, Delhi, and Meerut, fiom the lattei 
station it is only a few marches, 01 a tin ee days’ jour- 
ne} by dak (post), to Landour, a sanatanum pel ched 
upon the crags of the Himalaya. This place, and 
Mussooree, another lull-cantonment, should foim the 
head-quaiteis dunng the eight months of heat endured 
in the plains, and m the following Octobei, passing 
thiougli the cential piovmces, and visiting Jycpoie, 
Nusscerabad, Ajmeie, and Mhow, the tourist may 
in oceed to Bombay, and take Ins passage home before 
the commencement of the hot w eatliei 

To a lover of the picturesque, Agia is one of the 
most delightful stations m India , but as pei sons of 
this descnption foim a very small jiortion of the com- 
munity, a residence amid the splendid monuments of 
Moghul powei is not consideied desnable, in conse- 
quence of the alleged heat of the climate, and the 
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high prices demanded for the bungalows. It possesses 
a gamson, consisting of one European or King’s corps, 
and three of Native Infantiy, with then requisite staff, 
undei the command of a brigadier. The military 
cantonments are the ugliest m India, "being situated 
upon a wide bare plain, enlivened onl\ b} a few Par- 
kinsonins,** tiees which are too uni for ml}’ covered 
w ith \ cllow flow ers to appear to advantage w hen not 
mingled with others of more varied foliage The 
Jumna is completcl} lnd from view b} intervening 
sand banks, which also shut out the beauties of the 
Taaje Mahal, w ith the exception of its silvery dome , 
and the extei lors of the bungalow s, w ith few* excep- 
tions, are hideous. They are usunll} built of brick, 
a matenal amply supplied by the ruins in the neigh- 
bomhood , the gateless and, sometimes fenceless com- 
pounds, have a desolate appearance, and a handsome 
church is the only redeeming feature in the scene 
The houses, however, have good gardens, though the 
latter are not made ornamental to the landscape ; and 
then interiors are remaikable for the elegance of the 
fittmg-up, an abundance of marble furnishing chimney- 
pieces, cornices, and pilasteis of a very superior kind 
of cliunam , and, instead of bare w lute-w ashed w alls, 
the apartments ai e decorated w ith handsome mouldings 
and otliei architectural ornaments The civil lines, at 
the distance of tw o miles, are much more beautifully 
situated, amidst well- wooded lavmes, which, during 
the lamy season, are covered with a verdant carpet 
of green, and wateied by numerous nullahs The 

* So called from having been introduced into India from the 
Cape bj Colonel Parkinson 
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loads aie excellent, and kept m the finest oidei by 
the labouis of gangs of convicts, who aie employed 
upon the public woiks of Biitish India Many of the 
houses belonging to the famihesof civilians are puck/ia 
and built in the style of those of Calcutta , otheis 
assume a more fanciful aspect, the centi e being com- 
posed of an abandoned mosque, or tomb, with -wings 
spreading on eithei side. 

The distance between the nulitaiy and civil lines at 
Agra, constitutes a veiy consideiable obstacle to the 
social mtercouise of the station , tbiougliout India 
theie exists a degree of jealousy on the part of the 
foimei, which lendeis them tenacious of appealing to 
shew too much defeience to the supenoi -wealth of the 
judges and collectors, whom they fancy must look 
down upon a pooiei class. Theie aie, of comse, a 
few instances of civilians m high appointments, who 
hold themselves far above their less fortunate military 
compeeis, a set of peisons who have obtained the 
cognomen of “ Buhadui,” a very significant phrase, 
bouowed fiom the title of lionoui bestowed by 
natives upon gieat men, 01 assumed by those who 
desire to give themselves consequence , but, generally 
speaking, the civilians, being fewei m number, aie glad 
to pay attention to all the military m the neighboui- 
hood, and, at least dining my lesidence at Agra, they 
made fai less difficulty in coming over to the balls m 
the cantonments than was raised by the families of 
officers, who fiequently declined invitations to the 
civil lines on account of the distance, or because they 
would not receive civilities which they weie unable to 
return. This sort of pride is very detrimental to the 
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society of small communities; and at Agra it always 
appeal s to hem full operation, the station never having 
had a reputation for gaiety. 

There aie no subscription-balls at Agra, and dancing 
depends upon the hospitalities exercised by piivate 
individuals, a play is occasionally pei formed at the 
theatie, a building of no exterioi beauty, and whose 
piopeities are of a very infenor order, and races have 
been established, which, however, bear no proportion 
to the celebrity acquired by those at Meerut and 
Ghazeepoie 

It is m the city of Agia and its environs that 
intellectual persons must seek gratification. The Taaje 
Mahal is usually deemed the most attractive object, 
and, consideied in its charactei of a mausoleum, it 
lias not its equal in the woild The leader of Eastern 
lomance may here realize his di earns of fairy land, 
and contemplate those wondious scenes so faithfully 
delineated in the brilliant pages of the Arabian Nights 
Imagine a wold plain, bi oken into deep sandy ravines, 
the picture of rudeness and desolation, a tiact as 
unpiomismg as that which Piince Ahmed travel sed 
m search of his ari ow. In the midst of this horrid 
wilderness, a palace of deep red stone, inlaid with 
white maible, and sui mounted by domes, and open 
cupolas, appeals. It is ascended by flights of steps; 
m the centre is a laige cncular hall, with a domed 
roof, and a galleiy lunning iound, all in the most 
beautiful style of Onental architecture This is the 
gate of the Taaje Mahal, a building which, m any 
otliei place, wdiould detain the visitant m rapture at 
the symmetiy and giandeui of its piopoitions, and 
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the exquisite elegance of the finishing , but the eyes 
have caught a glimpse of a delicious garden* and the 
splendours of this noble entiance aie little regaided. 
At the end of a long avenue of graceful cypresses* 
whose lieli foliage is beautifully mirrored m maible 
basins, fed with water from numeious spaikhng foun- 
tains, the Tauje arises* gleaming like a fany palace 
It is wholly composed of polished maible of the 
whitest hue* and if there be any faults in the aichi- 
tecture* they are lost in the splendour of the matenal, 
which conveys the idea of something even more 
biilliant than marble, mother-o’-pearl, or glistening 
spar. No description can do justice to this shining 
edifice, which seems lather to belong to the fanciful 
ci cations of a dieam than to the sober lealities of 
waking life — constructed of gathered moonbeams* 01 
the lilies which spring m paiadise. The mausoleum 
is placed upon a square platform of white maible, 
rising abruptly to the height of about twelve or 
fifteen feet, the steps being concealed, which is 
perhaps a blemish. The place of actual sepultuie is 
a chamber within this platfoimj round it on tlnee 
sides are suites of apaitments* consisting of three 
rooms m each, all of white marble* having lattices of 
perforated marble for the free transmission of air, 
and opening to the gaiden. At each of the foui 
comers of the platform* a lofty minaret* spimgs, 
and the centre is occupied by an octagonal building, 
crowned by a dome, sui rounded by open cupolas of 

* These minarets, though beautiful in themselves, have .1 
formal appearance as they stand, and look too much like high 
and slender castles upon a gigantic chess-board. 
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moie chaste: even the window -flames aie coinposed 
of maible, and it would seem as if a pait of Aladdin’s 
palace had been secuied from the geneial wieck, and 
placed m the orange gloves of Agra. The plan of 
the building, which is puiely Asiatic, is said to have 
been the design of the foundei, who placed the execu- 
tion m the hands of foieigneis of eminence. The 
interior is embellished with beautiful mosaics, m rich 
patterns of flowers, so delicately formed, that they 
look like embioidery upon white satin, thirty-five 
diffeient specimens of cornelians being employed m 
a single leaf of a carnation , while agates, lapis lazuli, 
tuiquoise, and othei piecious materials, occui in pro- 
fusion. The mausoleum, washed by the Jumna, looks 
out upon that buglit and lapid liver , and its gaidens 
of many acies, planted with flowery forest trees, and 
mterspeised with buildings and fountains, stretch to 
the banks of the stieam. It is tiuly a place which a 
votaiy of Mohammed would form from Ins ideas of 
the paradise of the true-believer, haunted by beautiful 
birds of variegated plumage, and filled with blossoms 
of every scent and hue 

No lover of ancient 01 modem times ever testified 
more genuine attachment to the memory of the object 
of his affection, than that which is recoided by this 
enchanting edifice It was erected under the auspices 
of the Emperoi Shah Jehan, the son of Jehanguire, 
and the father of Auiungzebe, who, however, failing 
in his duty as a son, in his character of a husband and 
a father stands unrivalled When his beloved wife, 
Moom Taza Mhal, lay dying, m the passionate anguish 
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of Ins heart he assured hei, that as, while existing, 
she surpassed in loveliness and vntue all the -women 
of her time, so, after her decease, she should possess 
a monument which should be unequalled in the world 
He fulfilled Ins promise. It was Ins intention to have 
built a mausoleum of similai magnificence upon the 
opposite side of the livei, foi himself, and to have 
connected both by a marble bridge acioss the Jumna , 
but the troubles of his reign did not allow' him 
to complete this supeib design, and his bones lepose 
beside those of the object deaiest to lnm while on 
earth. To Shah Jehan’s stiong paternal affection we 
aie indebted for oui fiist settlement m Hmdostan , 
he gave a grant of land m Bengal to an English 
pliji-sician travelling thiough Agia, as a token of his 
gratitude for the lestoiation of one of Ins daughteis, 
w'hose malady w r as subdued by the stiangei’s skill and 
attention 

In wandeung over the pnncely gaidens of the 
Taaje Mahal, the monarch's vntues alone can be 
remembered, and it is with feelings of no common 
gratification that those who are not wholly engiossed 
by passing objects, add a flowei to the fresh coionals 
daily strewed upon the monaich’s giave The natives 
of Agia are justly pioud of the Taaje Mahal, they are 
pleased with the admnation manifested by strangers, 
and gratified by the caie and attention bestowed to 
keep it m repan upon Sunday evenings especially, 
crowds of Moosulmans of all descuptions, nch and 
pool, visit the gardens, and contribute not a little, 
by their picturesque groups, to the atti action of the 
scene 



80 


AGRA. 


At the distance of about a mile fiom the '‘palace- 
tomb/' foi that is the signification of its name, stands 
the fort of Agia, a place of great stiength m foimer 
times, befoie the mtioduction of fire-aims One side 
is defended by the uvei, the otheis aie sui rounded by 
high battlemented walls of red stone, furnished with 
tuuets and loop-holes, and, m addition to several 
postern enhances, a most magnificent building, called 
the Delhi-gate. Pei haps Lord Byron himself, w hen 
he stood upon the Budge of Sighs, his heart swelling 
with reminiscences of Othello, Shylock, and Pierre, 
scarcely expenenced more ovei whelming sensations 
than the humble writer of this paper, when gazing, 
for the fiist time, upon the golden descent of the 
Moslems, blazing high in the fair blue heavens, from 
the topmost pinnacle of this splendid relique of their 
powei and pride The delights of my childhood 
rushed to my soul , those magic tales, from which, 
lather than fiom the veritable pages of history, I had 
gatheied my knowledge of eastern aits and aims, 
aiose m all then oiigmal vividness. I felt that I was 
indeed m the land of genii, and that the gorgeous 
palaces, the floweiy labyrinths, the orient gems, and 
glitteiing thrones so long classed w ith ideal splen- 
dours, weie not the fictitious offspring of romance, 
Euiope does not possess a more interesting relique 
of the days of feudal gloiy that that afforded by the 
fort of Agra. The mteiior presents a succession of 
inclined planes, so constructed (the stones with which 
they aie paved being cut into grooves) that horses, 
and even carriages may pass up and down. The illus- 
trations of fortified places, m Froissait’s Chronicle, 
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offer an accuiate repiesentation of these ascents, wheie 
knights on horseback aie depicted riding down a steep 
hill while descending from the walls 

The fort is of very considerable extent, and contains 
many objects of intei est and cunosity. The Mootee 
Musjid, or peail mosque, disputes the palm of beauty 
with the Taaje Mahal, and is by many persons pie- 
ferred to that celebrated edifice Neithei drawing noi 
descnption can do it justice, foi the purity of the 
material and the splendoui of the arclntectui e defy 
the powers of the pencil and the pen. An oblong 
hall stretches its arcades along one side of a noble 
quadrangle, sunounded by richly sculptured cloisteis, 
whence at intei vals spring light and elegant cupolas, 
suppoited upon slendei pillais. The whole is ol 
polished white marble, carved even to the very slabs 
that compose the pavement; and when moonlight 
inadiates the scene, the effect is magical. 

Acbar was the first of the Moghul empeiors who, 
piefeinng Agra as a residence to its neighbour Delhi, 
embellished and beautified the city , Ins name, as the 
<f mighty lord,” is of course held m great reverence 
by the inhabitants, and his tomb, a gorgeous pyia- 
midical structure, at about five miles distance, is 
scarcely less an object of admiration than the Taaje 
The duibai, or hall of audience, a magnificent apait- 
ment, is converted into an arsenal, but the maible 
palace remains neaily m the same state m which 
it was left by the Jauts, when the city was taken by 
Lord Lake. After the beautiful buildings alieady 
mentioned, this palace, though very rich and splendid, 
has comparatively little to recommend it. If, howevei , 
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wanting m the external attractions of its pioutlei 
rivals, it is not less interesting on account of the 
lecollections attached to it, having been the lesidence 
of some of the most celebiated conqueiois of the 
East. It is pleasantly situated upon the banks of the 
Jumna, which its balconied chambers overlook. The 
hall, foi meily ceiled with silver, is still a fine apart- 
ment, but the smaller suites of rooms, being more 
singulai, aie more interesting to a strangei. These 
aie mostly of an octagonal foim, leading out of each 
otliei, 01 connected by a smaller antichamber; they 
are composed of white marble, the walls, floois, and 
roofs being all of the same material, the foimei 
decorated with mosaics of flowers mdely executed in 
many-coloured agates and cornelians The windows 
open upon nanow balconies, having very low parapet 
walls, which overhang the Jumna: the bosom of the 
livex is gay w'lth boats, and the opposite bank finely 
planted, and adorned with blight pavilions glancing 
from between the tiees, 01 raised upon some jutting 
point of land From these suites, flights of marble 
stairs lead to the roof, which is flat, and commands 
a still nobler view The plan of the palace is very 
cuiious as seen from this elevation : with the excep- 
tion of the lange of buildings fronting the river, 
it is laid out m small quadrangles, each with its 
garden or its bath m the centie One of these, 
destined for aretieat duung the hot winds, is paiti- 
culaily curious. It contains a square apartment of 
tolerable dimensions, unpiovided w r ith windows The 
walls are lined with fantastic ornaments of spar, silvei, 
and othei glittering matenals, intermixed with small 
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oddly-shaped pieces of looking-glass , the pavement 
is cut into channels, foi the puipose of allowing a 
perpetual flow of 1 mining watei in the hot season. 
Heie the emperois were wont to letne dui mg the 
most sultiy horns, substituting the glaie of toiches 
for the light of day, and admmng, doubtless the 
barbaric splendour with -which they weie sui rounded 
The palace of Agra has been frequently madiated 
by the presence of the f Light of the Haiem/ the 
beautiful Nouimahal, one incident m whose eventful 
life has been mimoxtahzed by the pen of Mi Moore 
The marvellous adventuies of hei histoiy might fill 
a volume. Sheie Afkun, the husband who stood 
between her and a throne, was one of the paladins of 
Eastern chivalry, and the deeds imputed to him, by 
authentic lecords, are only to be paialleled m the 
pages of romance he seems to have foimed his cha- 
racter after that of Rustum Khan, 01 some other 
poetical hero equally celebiated He is said to have 
lushed unarmed upon a lion, and quelled the monster 
single-handed, and when, aftei a hundied victones, 
in penlous adventures, m which his ciuel mastei 
involved him, foi the purpose of proem mg his death 
he fell at last, m a sti uggle with twelve assassins , he 
yielded rather to the determined hatied of the king 
than to the weapons of his murdereis , throwing 
away a life embittered by ingratitude Nouimahal, 
by her intrigues foi her childien's elevation, her 
caprice, and her revenge, endangeied the sceptie of 
her imperial husband a thousand times, yet maintained 
her ascendancy over him to the latest period of life 
Once'he was wi ought upon, by the representations of a 
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faithful friend, to consent to her death, but could not 
refuse a fai ewell interview the consequences were 
such as had been piedicted, she regained her influence, 
and the lealm was again disti acted by civil dissension 
Highly accomplished, accoiding to the fashion of hei 
counliy and the age in which she flourished, Nour- 
mahal was indeed the ‘ light of the haiem,’ her 
inexhaustible fancy devised new schemes of pleasure 
for each day and horn, and m her seductive society a 
luxuiious monarch forgot his duties as well as Ins 
cares Nouimahal can make no pretensions to excel- 
lence as a wife ; for, if not consenting to the persecution 
ofhei fiist husband, she tacitly sanctioned his rival’s 
pretensions, while to her second she brought discord 
and ruin, but, as a paient and a child, she seems to 
have acted m an exemplaiy mannei. 

On the opposite bank of the Jumna, near the stately 
gaidens of the Rambaugli, said to have been originally 
planted and laid out by Jehanghire, stands one of the 
most beautiful specimens of Onental architecture 
which India can boast — the tomb of Utta ma Dowlah, 
the beloved fatliei of the empi ess Nourmahal Anxious 
to ensure its durability, she pioposed to erect this 
monument of silver, as a less perishable matenal than 
stone, but some judicious friend assured her that 
maible would not be so liable to demolition, and, 
accordingly, time alone has injuied a building which 
the Jauts were not tempted to plunder. It is lament- 
able that the British Government should have limited 
its expendituie to the lepairs of the Taaje Mahal, and 
that so beautiful a gem of art should be suffered, for 
want of the necessary repans, to fall into decay , 
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its sun ounding garden is now a wilderness, destitute 
of fences, and this exquisite monument is left to the 
caie of a few poor natives, who lament ovei the neglect 
sustained by the gieat loid, once the pride and glory 
of the East The attention paid to the dead, foi ms a 
beautiful trait in the Moosulmaun charactei King- 
doms have passed away, and dynasties have failed, 
and while nothing of the magnificence of the silent 
tenants of the tomb is left save the name, then graves 
aie still honouied and respected, and floweis are 
stiewed ovei them, and lamps are burned, by those 
who have long submitted to foieign dominion. Utta 
ma Don lah’s tomb is one of the most atti active spots 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Agia. It is within 
the compass of a morning 01 evening drive, and the 
gardens of the Rambaugli, m its close vicinity, are as 
splendid as those we read of in the Aiabian tales 
From the roof of this monument one of those views 
are obtained which, once seen, can never be foi gotten 
The blue wateis of the Jumna wind thiough a rich 
champaign -countiy, with gaidens stretching down on 
eithei side to its tippling cui lent, opposite, the city 
of Agia, with its bastioned fort, its maible palace, 
splendid cupolas, and bioad ghauts, inteimixed with 
trees, stands, m all the pomp of eastern aichitecture 
below, in silvery pride, the lustious Taaje Mahal is 
seen, and, fai as the eye can leach, countiy-houses, 
decorated with light pavilions spnngmg close to the 
margin of the sti earn, diveisify the landscape. 

The tomb of Acbar, like that of Utta ma Dowlah, 
is lapsing into a state of dilapidation. Its splendid gate 
is thieatemng to fall, and the once luxuriant park is 
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now -wild and desolate. It is on the road to this 
celebiated mausoleum that the decay of Agra is 
most visible, at every step, we pass the lemams of 
houses, which shew how far the city formeily extended. 
Secundra, a village in the close vicinity of Acbar’ s 
tomb, also has fallen fiom its high estate, and exhibits 
a succession of ruined buildings. Its name affords 
one of the numeious evidences of the fond belief 
entertained by the natives of Hindostan, that Alexander 
the Gieat crossed the Indus, As he could only have 
traversed India as its conqueror, it is extraoi dinary 
that they should cling so tenaciously to the idea , but 
numerous towns, which he is supposed either to have 
founded or visited, aie named after him Secmicha, and 
the people imagine that they possess his remains ; a 
tomb at the summit of Secundermallee, a mountain m 
the Carnatic, being said to be that of Alexander. 
Probably the invasions of some of his successois may 
have led to the eiror. but it is one too stiongly 
cherished to be abandoned, for all castes reverence Ins 
memory, and boast his exploits as if they had cause to 
be proud of both 

The mausoleum of Acbar is of a character admirably 
suited to the splendid barbarian to whom it is dedi- 
cated It is more difficult to describe than the Taaje 
Mahal, to which, however, it does not bear the 
slightest resemblance. Superb colonnades of white 
marble sweep on eithei side a gigantic pyramid of 
led stone. Below, in a dark vault, illumined only by 
a single lamp, lies the body of Acbar, but each of 
many stories arising above contains a sarcophagus, 
placed over the spot where his remains are interred , 
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and the lofty building teimmates m a square roofless 
chamber of white marble, whose walls are perfoiated 
m exquisite patterns, and which enclose the last and 
the most beautiful of the maible coffins. Narrow 
flights of stairs lead to a tei raced platform surrounding 
low con idol s, and decorated at the angles with open 
cupolas, faced with blue enamel and gold , a second 
flight leads to another platform of smaller dimensions, 
smnlaily embellished, and a thud and a fouith story 
succeed The view fiom each is magnificent, and the 
design, though ceitamly grotesque, is lendered majestic 
by the air of giandeur impaited by the immense size 
of the building. At Futtehpoie Seen, and at Deeg, 
distant a few' marches fiom the city of Agra, there 
aie equally splendid remains of Moslem glory 
Bhurtpore also, the stiong-hold of the Jauts, and 
Gwalior, a foit supposed to be impiegnable until 
stormed and taken by a young Bntish officer, the 
residence of Scmdia, are within an easy joui ney , ' 

together with Muttia and Bmdiabund, the seats of 
Hindoo superstition, which possess several extremely 
cunous and ancient temples. The profusion of marble, 
with which Agia abounds, has been brought from 
Oodipore, and the adjoining distnet of Bundelkhund 
has furnished its more precious stones 
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CHAPTER V 
SHOPS AND SHOPPING. 

The attentions and flatteiy which ladies, who 
possess any claims to admiration, receive in India, 
must be exceedingly gratifying to those who are 
consoled by such homage for the loss, 01 rather the 
cm tailment, of one of the most delightful 1 ecreations 
of the sex — namely, shopping. In many parts of the 
Upper Provinces, years may elapse without affording 
an opportunity for the purchase of a single Eui opean 
article, excepting by commission Friends at some 
distant station must be applied to; and should the 
supply of goods not be very superabundant, the refuse 
1 of the box-wallali s stores are rummaged over, and 
the pui chaser must take what she can get, and be 
thankful. 

Remote inland stations are veiy rarely visited by 
travelling merchants, who are afraid of incuiring 
the expense of the conveyance of their goods upon an 
uncertainty, and thus trade is wholly confined to native 
dealei s , a solitary box-wallah making his appearance 
occasionally, and asking upon his ai rival such an 
extravagant price for his merchandize, as to render 
the purchase almost out of the question Europeans 
are expected to pay exoibitantly for the products 
of their own country when the supply is scanty , and 
ladies have often the mortification of seeing an article, 
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for which a very fair price has been refused, figunng 
on the pei son of one of their attendants, who has got 
it for next to nothing Stations on the uvei are 
better supplied , few boats come up without bunging 
some small investment, by which the dandies (boatmen) 
hope to mciease the piofits of their voyage ; and 
European shopkeepers frequently engage a budge/ oft) 
freighting the vessel with all sbits of ai tides for 
which there is any demand. Upon their arrival at the 
ghaut, they send a catalogue round to the different 
resident families, with the prices affixed, and too 
frequently a tantalizing notice, "all sold,” against the 
items most in lequest. 

The joy with which the airival of any long-desired 
object is hailed, of which the attainment was neaily 
hopeless, is gieat. Ladies’ slippeis, especially of 
Euiopean manfactuie, which happen to fit, seem like 
a blessing sent from heaven, aftei having gone almost 
baiefootm the soft, ill-shaped, spongy-soled shoes of 
native construction. Even Chinese Crispins, though 
they are by far the best to be found in India, and 
beai a very high leputation, do no supply their fair 
customers with those Cinderella-like shoes, which 
alone ai e fitted foi delicate feet The upper portion 
may be constiucted of beautiful and appiopnate 
matenals, satin 01 prunella , but there is always a 
falling-off in the soles, which are made of leather 
not sufficiently tanned, while the heels aie never 
properly stiffened. Native shoemakers succeed better 
with gentlemen’s boots, &c, those from Euiope soon 
becoming too hard to be w’eaiable. The happiest 
efforts of Hoby must be discarded foi a base imitation, 
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which has the merit of being more comfortable and 
better suited to the climate. A vide stieet in Calcutta, 
called the Cossitollah, is almost filled with the shops 
of Chinese shoe-makers, who make satin slippers, to 
order, at four shillings a pair, and prunella or jean 
for three. It seems a thriving trade, these operatnes 
being always well dressed in the costume of their 
country, wearing upper garments of silk when they 
walk abioad, 01 repair to European houses to take 
orders and measures. Some of the natne shoes are 
Very handsome but they can only be w om by foreign 
residents as slippers when m their dressing looms, 
the heel, though it may be raised at pleasure, is laid 
dow n across the inner part of the sole , the points are 
peaked, and turned up, and the whole is stiffened 
with embroidery, beneath which a very small poition 
of the cloth or velvet composing the shoe is to be 
seen. 

The only shops m Calcutta which make much shew 
on the outside, are those of the chemists and druggists, 
who bring all the London passion for display to a 
foreign country , they exhibit splendid and appropriate 
fronts duly embellished with those crystal \ases, in 
%vlnch gems of the most bnlbant dye appear to be 
melted. They are flourishing concerns, and the esta- 
blishment of manufactories of soda-water has added 
not a little to tlieir profits. Until of late years, tins 
lefreslnng beverage, which forms one of the greatest 
luxuries m a tropical climate, was imported from 
Europe and sold at a very high price; there is now 
a large establishment at Futtjghur, which sends out 
supplies all over the upper country. 
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An officei, having a high command at the time that 
Java was taken fiom the Dutch, found a mineral 
spring upon the island, of blight spaikhng bubbling 
water, as delicious and lefreslilng as that which, when 
bottled, and stamped with the seal of the Duke of 
Nassau, tiavels to eveiy quartei of the globe. He 
instantly made the discovery known to the captain of 
a tiader, who fieighted his vessel with it for the 
Calcutta maiket, where it obtained a lapid sale, but 
it does not appeal that any permanent advantage was 
derived from this event, 01 that the Dutch government 
weie av ai e of the existence of this fountain, which 
springs m the midst of a thick foiest, and is m all 
piobability only the resort of the poor natives m its 
vicinity. 

The Euiopean jewellers’ shops m Calcutta aie large 
and handsome, they do not make any shew on the 
outside, but the interims are splendid , the pavement 
of one or two is of maible, and the glass-cases on the 
various counteis display a tempting variety of glit- 
teung tieasuies — diamonds of the fiist water, pearls 
of pi ice, with eveiy precious stone than can be 
named, m uch profusion. The setting of these gems 
is exceedingly beautiful, and accoidmg to the most 
fashionable patterns of London or Paris, neither of 
those places boasting a moi e supeib assortment, but 
the puces are so ruinous, that it is wondeiful where 
sufficient custom can be obtained to support establish- 
ments of the kind, of which theie aie at least four, m 
addition to the vast number of native artisans, who 
are not only exclusively employed by then own 
countiymen, but do a great deal of woik for Euro- 
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peanS. Nothing could be more unconscionable than 
the piofits which English jewelleis sought and obtained 
for their goods in those days in which wealth flowed 
into Calcutta fiom many soui ces now cut off Hitherto 
the European sliopkeepeis of Calcutta have tiansacted 
business in the most aibitiary manner, according to 
their own devices, without any reference to the 
regulations of tiade at home.* They have had no 
competition to dread excepting with the natives, whose 
retail business, though extensive, has been earned on 
in a silent, unostentatious mannei 

FoVmeily, an idea was entertained that Euiopean 
goods could only be obtained m peifection fiom 
European dealers , but this notion is now exploded, 
and it will be seen, in the course of these lemarks, 
that the sliopkeepeis of both countries obtain their 
supplies from the self-same soui ces. It is the policy 
Of Europeans to cast a stigma on their native com- 
petitors; foi, living at an expensive rate, they are 
obliged to charge enoimously for their commodities ; 

* The jewellers, especially, set no bounds to the exorbitance 
of their demands The counterpart of a gold smelling-bottle 
set with precious stones, which was sold m London for fifteen 
pounds, had the modest price of se\enty affixed to it m Calcutta 
A common chain of hair, with a locket attached to it, of the 
plainest description, Was charged seven pounds ten , not being 
executed according to order, it was sent back for alteration, and 
sixteen shillings added to the original bill, for the reparation 
of the blunders made by the workmen A perfumer charged six 
shillings for an old bottle sent with a sample which was disap- 
proved , and whole pages might be filled vi ith similar instances 
of the utter disdain of the recognized principles of trade exhibited 
by the shopkeepers of Calcutta 
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while the humblei -minded native, whose whole 
establishment is maintained at a very small cost, is 
enabled to sell at a fair profit. In theii anxiety to 
secure the genuine pioductions of Hoffman, or some 
othei noted London house, families have sent to the 
acci edited agents of these traders in Calcutta, paying 
of course the highest pi ice, and have afterwaids dis- 
coveied that the vender, being out of the aiticle, has 
kept the messengei waiting, while he despatched one 
of his oAvn people to the bazaar, wheie it was to 
be had for about a fifth part of the money put down 
to then account 

Foi tunes, however, aie not accumulated m the 
lapid mannei which might be suimised from the 
immense piofits thus obtained, the goose is too often 
killed foi the sake of its golden eggs, and customers 
are duven away in disgust by some piece of rapacity 
practised upon them. The puncely style of living, 
also, affected by Calcutta shopkeepeis, forms another 
diawback , they spend nearly as much as they gam, 
theie being little or no diffeience between the establish- 
ment of a fiist-iate tradesman and that of a civil 
seivant. The modest few, who aie content to occupy 
then houses of business, and who do not display close 
cairiages and services of plate until they have realized 
sufficient capital foi the indulgence of such luxuries, 
must inevitably acqun e considerable wealth ; at least 
the opportunity has been offered undei the old regime. 
But the stein necessity for retienchment felt by so 
laige a portion of the community, and the paialyzation 
of trade consequent on the late failuies, together with 
the host of adventuieis, which the alteiation of the 
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East-India Compares cliartei will m all probability 
send out, cannot fail to effect a striking change m the 
mercantile classes of Calcutta. 

Next to tbc jeweller’s shops, the most magnificent 
establishment m the city is that of the principal book- 
sellei, Thacker and Co , there aie others of mfenoi note, 
which have circulating libraiies attached to tliem , 
but the splendid scale of this liteiary emporium, and 
the elegance of its unangements, place it far abme 
all its competitois Tlie profit obtained upon books 
is more moderate than that of any other European 
commodity, the retail prices being entirety' regulated 
by those of the London market ; rupees are reckoned 
for shillings, a book which is sold at the publishers at 
home foi a pound, is clnnged at twenty rupees in 
Calcutta, and, considei mg the cost of fi eight and 
insurance, the peii«hable natuie of the commodity, 
and the Aery gieat care requisite to secuie both leaves 
and binding from being mjuiedby damp, or devoured 
b) insects, the puce cannot be considered high. Books 
intended for sale must be c.irefulty taken down from 
the shelf and wiped evety day, and not onty the out- 
side, but the interior also, must be examined; a work 
of time which, m a laige establishment, will occupy 
a great numbei of servants. The warping of splendid 
bindings m hot W'eathei , and the rusts and mildew s of 
the rainy season, must be taken into account, while 
the white ants being no respectors of engravings, 
notwithstanding the greatest cne, a Innius will some- 
times be visible in the centre of some superb specimen 
of art from the but in of Finden, Heath, or others of 
equal celebrity. The most expensive standard works 
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aie always procurable at this establishment , and 
though it may be cheapei to liteiary clubs and book 
societies to import then own supplies fiom London, 
so much must be left to the disci etion of the agent 
employed, and, m the trade, there is such great 
temptation to get lid of usaleable volumes, that, in the 
end, little saving is effected. 

Immense consignments of books sometimes come 
out to Calcutta, through different mercantile houses, 
which are sold by auction, and ai e often knocked down 
for a mere trifle. American editions of works of 
eminence also find their way into the mai ket at a very 
cheap rate , and those who are content with bad paper, 
woise printing, and liinumeiabletypogiaplncal eiiors, 
may furnish a libiary of the best authois at a small 
expense The ivay in which a fashionable novel is 
got up is of little mipoi tance out of London, where an 
inelegant appearance would condemn the ablest pro- 
duction of the day , but m w orks of science, and 
those intended foi the diffusion of useful knowledge, 
the mistakes and misprints, which aie of constant 
occunence m the American editions, may produce 
mischievous consequences The inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta 01 its occasional lesidents, can alone be benefited 
by the shoal of books brought upon the coast by a 
fleet more than oidinaiily freighted with liteiary mer- 
chandize. The supply at out-stations nevei is super- 
abundant, it is only m such places as Meeiut and 
Cawnpore, that booksellers’ shops are to be found, 
and their catalogues are exceedingly scanty, people 
generally prefeirmg to send to Calcutta than to take 
the chance of what may be obtained from a shop- 
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keeper who has not sufficient custom to lay in an 
extensive stock. At the Cape of Good Hope, the 
beach is said sometimes to be literally strewed with 
novels, an occurrence which takes place upon the 
wi eck of a ship fieighted fiom the waiehouses of 
Paternoster Row, and ceitainly, m the stieets of 
Calcutta, those who run may read, for books are 
thiustmto the palanqum-doois, 01 the windows of a 
cainage, with the peitinacity of the Jews of London, 
by natives, who make a point of piesentmg the title- 
pages and the engravings upside down. Some of 
these books seem to be woithy of the Mmeiva press 
in its worst days , and it is rathei cui ious, that novels 
which aie never heard of m England, half-bound m 
the common pale blue covers so long exploded, and 
which do not figure in any of the adveitisements osten- 
tatiously put forth on the wiappers of magazines, &c , 
aie hawked about in the highways and byeways of Cal- 
cutta, and, as they are not expiessly intended for foieign 
maikets, it must be piesumed, though the fact appears 
doubtful, that there is some sale for them at home, and 
that “ Mystenous Involvements,” <f Enors of the 
Imagination,” and “ Delicate Dilemmas,” still find 
supporters amongst the twaddlers of both sexes. 

Though the jewelleis must be styled the lumation 
shops of Calcutta, the establishment of Messis. Tulloh 
and Co. may be called the Howell and James of the 
city of palaces. It is seldom without a vast concourse 
of carriages at the dooi , and the attractions within are 
of a supenoi oidei. On the ground-floor, a large but 
by no means handsome hall is set apait for auctions ; 
a pulpit is erected m the centie, and every descnp- 



SHOPS AND SHOPPING 


97 


tion of pioperty (houses, hoises, carnages, &c down 
to thimbles and needles) comes undei the hammei m 
the course of a shoi t time , sales of all kinds being 
veiy frequent The auction-room is accessible to 
males alone, it is open to the enti ance-hall, but should 
a lady wander by mistake into the forbidden piecmcts, 
she becomes the talk of Calcutta , it is an act of gnf- 
Jinism , which strikes the whole community with 
astonishment and I101101. A bioad flight of stans 
leads to a suite of apaitments above, m which there is 
a multifarious assoi tment of mei chandize, oddly enough 
contiasted, the merest tiumpery being often placed in 
juxtaposition with aiticles of gieat value The Avails 
are hung with framed engravings, many of them from 
plates nearly Avoin out, intermixed A\*ith others of a 
supenor description, and a feAV bad paintings, an 
accurate knoivledge of the art being confined to a veiy 
small number of peisons, and the Avoist specimens 
ha\ r mg as good a chance, especially Avith the natives, of 
piocunng purchasers, as those of a higher oidei The 
tables and counters are coveied with glass cases, con- 
taining A'auous kinds of Butish and foreign hjoutene , 
others suppoit immense quantities of China and glass, 
lamps, lustres, and mmois, theie aie quantities of 
silk meicery and linen drapery, and upholsteiy of all 
sorts. At one time, a tempting collection of furniture, 
cn suite, fitted for a boudou, Avas displayed in these 
Avare-rooms, Avhich Avould haA^e foimed an appiopnate 
decoration for the most ? echcrche cabinet of the fairest 
queen in the woild It consisted of a Avoik sofa, and 
cucular table, six chairs, and a couch of the beauti- 
ful black lacker, Avhich even Chinese ai t cannot imitate 
VOL. it. 
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The landscapes weie of the nchest and most splendid 
enamel, and the cushions and diapenes of pale green 
damask. They had been mhde in Japan, to order, 
fiom drawings 01 models sent fiom Calcutta, and 
•weie therefoie of the most fashionable and appioved 
foim. 

The gentleman who had despatched this splendid 
commission did not live to see it completed, and it was 
consigned by his executois to Messis Tulloh and Co , 
to be sold for the benefit of the estate Many blight 
eyes weie dnected towaids these elegant decoiations, 
although the cncumstance of their not being of Euio- 
pean manufactuie lessened then value in the estima- 
tion of the gieatei numbei of gazeis, who would have 
piefened glittenng tiumpeiy fiom France The ex- 
pense lendeied a speculation foi the English maiket 
lathei hazaidous, the puce of each chan was four 
pounds, which, togethei with the freight and the ad 
valo) em duty, imposed at the custom-house of London, 
would have lendeied it too costly foi a fair chance of 
piofit. Stuffed Chinese buds, beautifully ananged m 
glass cases, aie amongst tlieianties of Messis Tulloh’s 
emponum , these weie reckoned cheap at fifty pounds 
a case, and m all piobability found pui chasers m the 
captains of tiading-vessels Native sncais, who speak 
English, attend to acquaint the visitors with the dif- 
feient puces of the ai tides , but theie aie no chairs 
foi the accommodation of the ladies, who, m the hot- 
test weathei, must eithei walk about, stand, or sink 
exhausted upon the stans, Laige consignments of 
goods, to be sold by auction upon some futuie day, 
are fi equently exhibited , but ladies, however anxious 
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they may he to become purchasers, aie not peimitted 
to select any of the lots at a fail puce, although the 
sale may be so peremptory as to amount almost to 
giving them away. Such is the despotism of custom 
at Calcutta' Flaming adveitisements, which put the 
ornate and elaboiate pioductions of George Robins to 
shame, draw ciowds of carnages to Tulloh’s rooms, 
and gieat is the disappointment of the fan visitants, 
when, as it fiequentty happens, they see the old- 
remembeied articles m then accustomed places, as 
well known as the Ocliterlony monument, with as 
little chance of evei being lemoved from then site No 
abatement whatevei is made m the price, in conse- 
quence of the dilapidations which time may have 
occasioned , bargains are only to be procui ed at auc-' 
tions, and the stock lemains on hand during time 
immemorial, while newel andmoie fashionable impor- 
tations of the same natuie aie knocked down to the 
highest biddei foi any thing they w r ill fetch 

Mackenzie and Lyall, and Leybuin and Co., have 
establishments similar to that of Messrs Tullolis, but 
neither so extensive noi so splendid The sucaisin 
attendance (fine gentlemen, profusely arrayed m white 
muslin, and evidently fattening upon their profits), 
assume a cavalier air, and seem to take any dispaiage- 
ment of then employeis’ goods m high dudgeon 
Auction-rooms aie attached to the piemises of both 
these parties, and the heads of all the establishments 
are expected to officiate in turn. This is a sine qua 
non , and many gentlemen who would otherwise have 
devoted theii time and property to mercantile pursuits, 
have been pi evented fiom entering into a paitneiship 

r 2 
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with these films, m consequence of the unpleasant 
natuie of the duties. Accoidmg to the old system, 
an auctioneer, however respectable his connexions 
might be, and whatevei Ins pievious lank, was not 
admitted into society. The ugid exclusiveness of 
etiquette has somewhat relaxed m the piesent day, 
and military and civil seivants do not object to meet 
at othei houses, 01 receive at their own, those peisons 
who weie foimeily consideied to be quite beyond the 
pale. Still the ascent of the 1 ostium is consideied to 
entail the loss of caste , and it is supposed that the 
ugid enfoicement of the rule is made to pieseive 
equality amongst the paitneis of the establishment, 
who aie, 01 Avere, all lendeied equally unpiesentable 
at the vice-iegal couit 

Besides the quantity of goods daily disposed of at 
auctions, there are vast accumulations, which seem to 
be utterly forgotten, m the godoivns, or Avaiehouses, 
belonging to eveiy mei chant The term applied to 
these receptacles is a conuption of the Malay Avord 
Gadong . The ransacking of the vaults and stole- 
places of Calcutta, and the discoveiy of all the strange 
things Avhich the lats and Avhite ants have left uncon- 
sumed, would be an amusing employment What a 
quantity of foigotten lumber Avould see the light 1 
Patent level fids, and othei vaunted inventions, equally 
at a discount, lie mouldenng in these lecesses with 
things of gi eater value and utility, crates of china and 
glass, hai divai e, peifumeiy, &c. &c Pei haps in no 
othei place aie theie such numeious commodities put 
out of sight, and totally out of memory, as at Calcutta 
The consignees Avho have failed to dispose of goods 
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accoidmg to then invoice prices, and who have not 
received instructions to sell them by auction, allow 
them to choke up their warehouses without an effort 
for then lescue from oblivion. All that is penshable 
is, of course, speedily demolished — a destiny little 
anticipated bj r the sanguine speculator who perchance 
hoped to lay the foundation of his wealth m the Cal- 
cutta market 

Though this maiket is sometimes ovei stocked with 
the luxuiies of the table, yet as the “eaters of ham 
and the eaters of jam,” as the European community 
have been styled by a witty v liter m the Bengal 
Annual , are insatiate m their demand for the sweet 
and savouiy impoitations from oil, pickle, and confec- 
tionaiy shops, they form the safest investment Upon 
the ainval of a ship freighted with pieserved salmon, 
lobsteis, oysters, lien nigs, and other exotic fish, hams, 
lemdeei -tongues, liqueurs, diied flints, and a long 
list of foieign dainties, the wholesale purchaser anxious 
to sell them in then freshest and puiest state, usually 
puts folth a series of advertisements, in which the ait 
of puffing is cained to its fullest extent Nothing is 
too absuid to be printed m the Calcutta newspapers , 
the ^vauntmgs of Day and Mai tin must Inde their 
diminished heads befoie those which figuie m out 
eastern periodicals Numerous pens aie engaged m 
the composition , the young men in the “ Buildings,” 
the giand pationizeis of tiffins and suppers, frequently 
lending then assistance at a sounding paiagiaph, and 
encoui aging the perpetiation of diveis execrable jokes 
and familial invitations m the -worst taste imaginable. 
Cheese, in these shops, is sold foi three shillings a 
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pound, ham frequently at four, and eveiy thing else 
m propoition. 

Happily, the economical part of society may furnish 
then tables at a clieapei rate The native bazaars of 
Calcutta, m which European goods are sold, though 
not vei} tempting in appeal ance, are well stocked 
They consist of a collection of narrow streets, furnished 
with shops on either side', some of which have shew- 
100ms on the upper flooi, but all darker, dutiei, and 
moie slovenly than those in the fashionable quarters 
of the city The Soodagurs, fat, sleek, v r ell-diessed 
men, clad in white muslin, and having the mark of 
their caste (if Hindoos) pointed in gold upon the 
foieliead and down the nose, stand at tlieir doors, 
inviting customeis to enter Capital bargains are to 
be obtained by those who are willing to encounter the 
heat, fatigue, and abominations which beset their path 
It is not, however, necessaiy to inspect these distucts 
m pei son, as a sncai may be employed, or samples of 
the goods sent for. The milhneiy exhibited m these 
places is absolutely staithng, and people aie puzzled 
to guess how it can ever be disposed of, but tins 
mysteiy is solved by an appantion not unfiequent, a 
half (01 rathei whole) caste female — for many of the 
Portuguese are blacker than the natives — belonging 
to the lowei ranks, attired in the European costume. 
No Christian of Euiopean descent, however remote, 
evei weais a native dress Rich Indo-British ladies 
attne themselves in the latest and newest fashions of 
London and Pans, gieatly to their disadvantage, since 
the Hmdostanee costume is so much more becoming 
to the daik countenances and pliant figures of Eastern 
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beauties those of an inferior class content themselves 
with habiliments less in vogue, caring little about the 
date of then construction, provided the style be 
Euiopean At native festivals, the wives of Poitu- 
guese diummeis, and othei functional les of equal 
lank, aie to be seen amid the ciow’d, ai laved in gowns 
of blue satin, oi pink crape, fantastically trimmed ; 
with satm slippers on then feet, then han full-di essed, 
and an umbiella earned ovei their heads by some 
ragged seivant, making altogethei an appeal ance not 
veiy unlike that of Maid Marian on May-day. To 
these ladies, in pi ocess of time, aie consigned the 
blonde lace, 01 silver lama dresses, to which, on their 
hist amval in India, so exoibitnnt a puce was affixed, 
that nobody could ventuie to become a puichasei 
After displaying themselves for yeais m a glass case 
at Leyburn’s, they suddenly disappeared, lemainmg 
m the deepest oblivion, until some lucky box-maUah 
procures a customei unacquainted with the changes 
which have taken place m the London fashions since 
the penod of then debftt fiom the boutique of a fiist- 
rate piofessor 

Amidst an mtoleiable quantity of rubbish, ai tides 
•of value may be picked out, the piece-goods are equal 
to those which are obtainable in magazines of lngliei 
pietensions, and the hams, cheeses, oil-man's stoies, 
&c aie of the best quality, and furniture, palanquins, 
m slioit, all the necessanes and conveniences of life, 
aie to be found at these bazaais The shopkeepeis 
ai e, foi the most part, very rich , native settlei s m 
Calcutta having derived moie benefit fiom the increas- 
ing opulence of the city, than any othei class of its 



104 


SHOPS AND SHOPPING 


inhabitants, since the greatei part of the wealth flows 
tlnough then hands Having laige capitals, they 
are enabled to purchase the whole of a captain’s 
investments dnect from the ship , the puncipal Euro- 
pean establishments do the same, putting about twenty 
pei cent upon the onginal puce Many of aninfenor 
class, having no leady money, aie obliged to go into 
the China bazaai , and buy fiom the natives (perhaps 
upon credit) those Euiopean commodities they aie 
unable to procuie at fust-hand , yet these men live m 
the same style as the laige capitalist, duvmg about m 
the sti eets in buggies, and disdaining the thrift and 
economy which then brethren at home are compelled 
to piactise. 

Undei the Butish Government, the Mussulmans or 
Hindoos, who have accumulated pioperty, are not 
afraid of making a display of it m then shops or 
warehouses, destitute of those apprehensions which, 
m the days ofanaicliy and despotism, embitteied the 
enjoyment of liches, they pursue their avocations with 
a keenness and avidity which bid defiance to all uval 
effoits. Ready-money customers do well to make 
then purchases of persons willing to sell at a fair 
piofit, but theie is some dangei of getting into debt, 
01 bon owing largely from a Hindoo The Jews — a 
class of pei sons with whom, in othei places, pecumaiy 
dealings aie to be dreaded — form m Calcutta so small 
a poition of the community as scarcely to be woith 
naming. They have little chance against the sncars, 
banyans, and money-changeis piofessmg Hmdooism, 
whose usunous piactices far exceed any thing 1 elated 
of the scattered tubes of Israel 



SHOPS AND SHOPPING 


105 


Shops at up-country stations, without being halt’ 
so well supplied, aie generally ten times deaiei than 
those of Calcutta. Raspbeuy-jam, the preseive most 
in lequest at an Indian table, beats a most pi epostei ous 
pi ice, ajar, which is sold m London foi about four 
shillings, will cost twenty-foui, and can nevei be 
purchased foi less than sixteen. The cliaige at 
Cawnpore foi half-a-pmt of salad-oil is six shillings , 
and, m a camp, a two-pound square jar of pickles, and 
a pine cheese, have sold foi thiee pounds each — an 
act of extiavagance in the consuinei which is without 
any excuse, the native pickles being infinitely supeiior 
to those bi ought fiom England, and the Hissai cheeses 
of fai bettei quality than the impoitations, which aie 
always either diy 01 lancid 

Theie are at least half-a-dozen Fiench and English 
millmeis of note settled m Calcutta, some of whom 
make legulai voyages to Palis and London, for the 
pui chase of their own investments The displays of 
then shew-ioomsmateiially depend upon the shipping 
airivals, sometimes theie is a fr beggaily account ot 
empty boxes," and at otheis the diffeient apartments 
aie leplete with temptations. The high lents oi 
houses, m good situations, in Calcutta, and the neces- 
sity of keeping laige establishments of seivants, 
pieclude the possibility of obtaimng goods of any 
kind, at these fashionable mai ts, at low prices The 
milliners of Calcutta seem to depend entu ely upon 
supplies fiom Euiope, they have nevei thought of 
enlisting Clnnese manufactures into then service. 
Laige impoitations of silks, satins, damasks, ciapes, 
&c. arrive fiom Canton, and some of the highei 

f 3 
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oideis of native mei chants have pattern-books to 
shew, filled with the richest of these fabucs woven in 
the most exquisite patterns , but the ladies of Calcutta 
disdain to appear m di esses which would be eagerly 
coveted by those of the great capitals of Euiope. 
Chinese silks and satins aie scarcely to be seen in any 
of the shops, if they should be wanted, they must be 
sought out like the Caslimeies, the Dacca muslins, 
and the Benares tissues, concealed from public view 
m chests and waiehouses. At half the expense of 
then piesent apparel, the Calcutta belles might be 
more splendidly attired than any female community 
in the woild, but the rage foi Euiopean fuppery is so 
gieut, that the most magnificent fabucs of the East 
would have no chance against a painted muslin. If 
these uch pioducts weie moie seen, the purchase 
would be more highly appreciated, but the custom 
of the countiy, founded m all piobability on the 
deletenous effects of the climate, foibids the outward 
shew which foims the chaiactenstic, and the attraction 
also, of a London shop The dampness of the atmos- 
phere of Bengal is ruinous to eveiy delicate aiticle 
exposed to it, and the natives of India have not yet 
learned the methods by which caieful English dealers 
pieseive then stock fiom dust and dilapidation, nor 
can they acqune these aits from their Euiopean em- 
ploy eis, who aie in a great measuie ignoiant of the 
pi maples of tiade, and are induced to become general 
dealeis m consequence of finding it the most piofitable 
speculation. The indolence occasioned by the heat 
is usually too great to admit of much personal 
superintendence, the details aie left to native assis- 
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tants, and; with veiy few exceptions, eveiy kind of 
meichandize is huddled togethei m confusion, 01 
ai ranged in the most tasteless mannei 

The jewelleis and the establishment of the leading 
booksellei have alieady been exempted fiom this 
chaige, and the piaise which then respective ovneis 
ment, must be awaided to the Euiopean piopnetois 
of a shop, the piettiest m Calcutta, devoted wholly 
to the sale of Chinese goods Theie is a constant 
succession of new ai tides to be seen m this shop, 
captains of tiaders and people desnous of sending 
piesents to England, speedily sweeping away the 
whole stock The goods aie chaiged at about double 
the price foi which they may be pui chased at Canton , 
but there are always many pietty things which 
come within the reach of humble puises, and the 
privilege of looking over some of the most beautiful 
specimens of human ingenuity is worth a few rupees 
This shop, though not laige, occupies a good situation 
upon the Esplanade, it is lemaikably clean and 
cheerful, offeimg a striking contrast to the dens of 
dirt and darkness, which m many paits of the city 
look moie like rat-holes than the emponums of 
Euiopean goods The dooi is geneially tlnonged 
with carnages, and m the hot season there is some 
difficulty in getting up to it, the gaireeivans, 01 
coachmen, of Calcutta, ignoiant of the etiquette 
practised m England, do not draw off at the appioach 
ofanothei vehicle with a paity to set do-wn 01 take 
up. Foi want of some anangement of this kind, 
there aie perpetual contests foi masteiy, and timid 
people, or those who have a thin attendance of 
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servants to cleai tlie way, piefer walking a few yards 
to disputing possession with the cainage at the dooi 
In nanow passages, equipages aie obliged to duve 
away to make room for each othei , but whei e space 
will permit, it seems a point of honoui amongst the 
coachmen to cause as much confusion and hubbub as 
possible Eveiy body duves on which side the load 
he pleases to take, eithei left 01 light, and/considei- 
mg the vast number of carnages which assemble m 
the public places, it is wonderful how few accidents 
occui 

Dunng the cold season, ladies may shop in Calcutta 
without any peisonal inconvenience, and many aie not 
to be deterred by the heat fiom pui suing so favounte 
an amusement. The arnval of adventureis from 
Fiance, who hue apaitments foi the display of then 
goods, is a gieat temptation to ventuie out, these 
people, who aie anxious to get away again with the 
vessel which brought them, usually undeisell the 
regulai shopkeepeis, disposing of the stock lemaming 
on hand by public outciy, a favounte method all ovei 
India. Upon some of these occasions, amazing bar- 
gains aie to be had, of which the natives usually 
avail themselves , boatmen and othei s upon the very 
smallest wages being enabled to make pui chases, which 
they aie ceitam of selling to advantage m the upper 
countiy, though at a hundred pei cent below the 
regulai price. English captains of vessels have been 
known to open a waiehouse on their own account, and 
to sell then investments by retail , but whethei the 
expei iment answered 01 failed, the example has not 
been geneially followed. The fist ai rivals m the 
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- market, 01 those freighted with goods in demand, of 
course, speedily get rid of then caigo, while the 
remamdei aie fiequently compelled to make great 
sacnfices. The pale ale, so much m request at an 
Indian table, is often sold at a dead loss, and may be 
had occasionally at Calcutta at thiee 01 four rupees 
a -dozen to the consumei , but it is nevei piocurable 
at the same compaiative late of cheapness m the 
Mofussil. Should the new steam-boats, which have 
been sent out fiom England, prove successful m the 
navigation of the Ganges to Allahabad 01 Cawnpore, 
vast additions and improvements will take place m the 
shops ah eady established at those and the intei mediate 
stations The 1 educed rate of European goods, and 
the moie general introduction of articles of native 
manufacture, wall enable the Butish lesidents of 
India to live as well upon mfeiioi allowances, as they 
were accustomed to do in the days of splendid incomes 
and pi ofuse expenditui e Mango, coi undei , liybiscus, 
guava, and various othei jams and jellies, when pre- 
pared without an admixture of spice, are quite equal 
to the finest of Hoffman's fiuits Hams and bacon 
can be as well cuied m India as m England and the 
table at least may be independent of eveiy European 
article excepting wine and beei, while veiy excellent 
cider may be made fiom melons. 

All the musical instruments used m India aie 
importations as yet no manufactoiy of the land has 
been ventured upon Veiy few carnages aie bi ought 
fiom England, theie being a laige coach-maker’s 
establishment of gieat celebnty m Calcutta, besides 
otheis m different paits of the countiy , some mam- 
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tamed by Euiopeans, and otheis by natives., who 
woik from the instructions of gentlemen, especially 
artilleiy and engineer officers, possessing amateur 
acquaintance with the art All soits of harness and 
saddlciy ha\e attained gieat pcifection at Cawnpore, 
■whoie the natives -work upon leather -with much 
success, pioducmg such delicate articles as white hid 
gloves of a very fair quality' , their saddles and bi idles 
ai e exceedingly neat and elegant, and if not so dm able 
as those of English make, are infinitely cheaper The 
price of a hunting-saddle and bndle imported fiom 
England is twelve pounds, while those manufactuied 
at Cawnpoie may be had for one, equally good m 
appeal ance, though they probably will not last quite 
so long The great demand for leather at Cawnpore 
has pro\ed very fatal to troop-hoises, and those of 
travelleis pioceedmg to that station The Milages, at 
the distance of a match 01 tv o, are inhabited by gangs 
of miscreants, who do not hesitate to proem e so 
luciative an article of commeice by the most nefarious 
means It is their custom to poison the wells, or 
otherwise to administer some deleterious mixture to 
the horses encamped in their neighbourhood They 
either die immediately', or diop upon the road during 
then next day’s march, and their skms aie stripped 
off and sold at Cawnpore. It is seldon that a native 
ot India can be detected m Ins knavenes. After many 
vam attempts to discovei the peipetratois of these 
enoimities, gentlemen who lost then horses came to a 
deteimmation to defeat the projects of the w retches 
by whom they had been destroyed Upon the death 
of any animal, they had it flayed instantly by their 
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own people, and eithei earned away the skm or 
caused it to be burned upon the spot This plan 
has at length pioved effectual • the liorse-killeis, 
tiled of their vam attempts to secuie the object 
of then villany, allow the most tempting studs to 
pass unmolested, the tlianadars m the neighbourhood 
having received oideis to warn all tiavelleis of the 
dangei, and to recommend them, m the event of any 
casualty amongst their cattle, not to leave the skm 
behind There is an exceedingly good English coach- 
makei settled at Cawnpore, and veiy excellent and 
elegant carnages aie made at Baieilly, a place famous 
for the beauty of its household fmnitme, which is 
painted and lackeied with much taste, and m a pecu- 
liai mannei. 


CHAPTER VI 
GHAZEEPORE 

Tan piecious incense of the lose, the atta-gool, 
so celebrated throughout all the civilized parts of the 
world, is pioduced m considerable quantities m the 
gardens round Ghazeepoie A paiadise of roses 
conveys enchanting ideas of floial pomp and luxu- 
riance to the mind Fancy decks the scene with 
bnliant hues,— partei res, wheie idle zephyrs wanton 
through the day, — canopies, flinging their living 
tapestry of buds and interweaving leaves over banks 
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and beds strewed with the blossoms which the sighing 
bieeze has scattered Sobei leality, however dispels 
these gay illusions , the cultivation of roses at Ghazee- 
poie is a meie mattei of business , and the extensive 
fields, planted with the biightest oinament of the 
garden, do not invest the station with the attractions 
which are conjuied up by a poetical imagination 
The Indian lose, though its veiy name seems to 
imply distinction, can only sustain a companson with 
its Euiopean sisteis m the fiagiance which it yields 
It is beautiful, foi could a lose be otheiwise ? but, 
excepting at Agra, it does not attain to the magnificent 
size common m England, nor does it piesent the 
infinite varieties which adorn oui gaidens. The culti- 
vators of India are content to take what the hand of 
natuie has given them, and resoit to few aids foi 
the improvement of her lavish beauties to a large 
majority, the rose appears to be too valuable a plant 
to be made the meie embellishment of a bouquet, and, 
foi commeicial purposes, that which they have found 
indigenous to the soil pioves quite sufficient 

England is not the land of 1 omance, but her hop- 
grounds are far raoie beautiful than the vme-wie?thed 
vallies of Fiance, 01 the lose-gaidens which bloom 
m the East, unfortunately, they aie associated with 
biewenes and ale-casks, and want the classic elegance 
which sunounds the bowl, bummed with the led 
gi ape’s luby flood, — the lingering scent which clings 
round odours ciushed, and makes them sweeter still. 
The lose of an English cottage, clambering fiom 
lattice to lattice, and mantling over the mstic porch 
m blight redundance, is infinitely more atti active 
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than its Indian namesake We do not see the loses 
of Oriental climes spieadmg themselves over aiches, 
01 flinging down their crimson wealth in uch led 
clusleis. They bloom sparingly upon a low shrub, 
which is kept to a dwaifish size by the gaidenei’s 
knife, and the full-blown flowers being caiefully 
gatheied eveiy morning, the tiees laiely piesent the 
luxunance of loaded boughs dioopmg beneath the 
weight of then silken treasures. 

The loses of Ghazeepore aie planted formally, in 
laige fields, occupying many hundred acies of the 
adjacent country. The flush of their floweis, when 
opening to the morning lay, and enamelling the 
veidant caipet of gieen spread ovei a sun-lit plain, 
cannot fail to delight the eye, but would affoid flu 
gi eater pleasuie if diversified with bowers and laby- 
unths, trellises hung with gai lands, and cum son 
clusteis peeping between the luxunant foliage wreath- 
ing over long arcades If the voluptuous Moghuls 
ever celebiated a festival of loses m so appropriate a 
scene of then Indian conquests, no ti aces 01 memorials 
now lemam to fill the spot with 1 ecollections of the 
Floial fete. The gathering of the flowers, eithei at 
its commencement or its close, is unaccompanied by 
those blight revels, which seem to be almost insepai- 
able fiom a haivest of loses. No gay tioops of 
youths and maidens pile the glowing tieasuies m 
osiei baskets, 01 wieathe them round then blows 
The woik is peifoimed, systematically, by a multitude 
of poor labouiers, who, while carefully seeming eveiy 
full-blown flowei, think of nothing except the pice 
which will lepay theii easy toil 
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TJie fiist process -which the roses undergo is that 
of distillation They are put into the alembic with 
nearly double their weight of water The goolaabcc 
paiincc (lose-watei) thus obtained is poured into large 
shallow vessels, which are exposed uncovered to the 
open an during the night. The names , or jars, aie 
skimmed occasionally , the essential oil floating on the 
surface being the piecious concentiation of aionta, so 
highly pnzed by the woi shippers of the lose It 
takes 200,000 floweis to produce the w T eight of a 
lupee in alta. This small quantity, when puie and 
unadulterated with sandal-oil, sells upon the spot at 
100 lupees (£10) an enormous puce, which, it is 
said, does not yield veiy laige piofits. A civilian, 
having made the expenment, found that the rent 
of land pioducmg the above-named quantity of ait a, 
and the purchase of utensils, alone, came to C 5 , to 
this sum the lure of labourers remained still to be 
added, to saj' notlung of the risk of an unproductive 
season. 

The Damascus, or lose of Sharon, is the flower 
m most esteem in some parts of India, m others, 
the common cabbage, oi hundied-leaved lose, is the 
favounte The oil produced by the above-mentioned 
pi ocess is not always of the same coloui , being some- 
times green, sometimes bi ight amber, and fiequently 
of a reddish hue When skimmed, the produce is 
caiefully bottled, each vessel being heimeticully sealed 
with w r ax, and the bottles aie then exposed to the 
strongest heat of the sun dui mg several days 

Young ladies m England, who spend the losy 
months of June and July m the country, and who can 
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teommand a hot-house where the thermometei lises to 
100° 01 120°; might try the expenment of manufac- 
turing atta 200,000 loses could easily be obtained 
by levying contributions upon fi iends and neighbouis, 
and fiom the lose-water they would yield, pouied 
into China vases, and placed amongst the pme-apples, 
delicate hands might be employed to extract the 
floating essence. 

Rose-water which has been skimmed is leckoned 
mfenor to that which letams its essential oil, and is 
sold at Ghazeepoi e at a lowei price, though, accoichng 
to the opinion of many persons, theie is scaicely, if 
any, peiceptible diffeience m the quality A seer (a 
full quart) of the best may be obtained for eight 
annas (about Is.). Rose-water enters into almost 
every pait of the domestic economy of the natives 
of India it is used for ablutions, in medicine, and 
m cookeiy Befoiethe abolition of ntissurs (piesents), 
it made a part of the offering of persons who weie not 
rich enough to load the tiays with gifts of gi eater 
value It is pouied over the hands aftei meals, and 
at the festival of the Hoolee, all the guests are pio- 
fusely spunkled with it. Europeans, suffeung under 
attacks of prickly heat, find the use of lose- water a 
gi eat alleviation. Natives take it intei nally foi all soi ts 
of complaints, they consider it to be the soveieignest 
thing on eaith foi an inward biuise, and eau de 
Cologne cannot be moie populai in Fiance than the 
goolddbce padnee m India Rose-watei, also, when 
bottled, is exposed to the sun foi a foi tnight at least. 

The envnons of Ghazeepoi e aie exceedingly pietty, 
planted with fine foiest trees, ulnch may be supposed 
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to beat the nests of bulbuls , haunting the gaidens of 
the rose ; though, whethei the nightingale of the East 
aie found m this distiict, I cannot vouch with any 
degiee of ceitamty, having only heard and seen those 
divine waibleis m cages. Buds, howevei, abound: 
the blanches are loaded with the pendulous nests 
of the ciested spanow, and the blue jay spoits m 
dangerous pioximity to the Ganges, being selected at 
a baibarous Hindoo festival as a victim to the ciuel 
Doorga At the annual celebiation of hei inhuman 
rites, these beautiful birds aie thrown into the livei , 
and though sometimes lescued by Euiopeans, who do 
not shaie m the supei station that it is unlucky to 
intermeddle with the vengeful goddess’s offei ings, they 
seldom survive the immeision. Theie aie some fine 
old banian-tiees m the neighbourhood of Ghazeepoie, 
one, m paiticulai, which ovei shadows a ghaut m an 
adjacent village, may be styled the monaich of the 
Ganges. This tiee, as well as the peepul, is sacied, 
and when a Biahnun takes up his abode undei its 
boughs, it becomes an asylum foi all soits of animals 
the fine old patiiarch of the woods near Ghazeepoie is 
the haunt of innumerable monkies, which actually 
ciowd the blanches, and gambol along the steps of 
the ghaut, peich upon its balustiades, and play their 
antics with the batheis in perfect secunty, and m mul- 
titudes which remind the gazei of rabbits m a wanen. 

Snakes aie very numeious m this pait of the 
countiy, and then deadly enemy, the mungoose, is 
frequently seen on the watch foi the victims which 
he puisues with umelentmg animosity Both natives 
and Euiopeans, who have witnessed the encounters 
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of these extiaoidinaiy animals with venomous leptiles, 
are convinced that the mungoose is acquainted with 
an antidote to the poison, which medical men of the 
highest eminence have pionounced to he moital, 
lefusmg, m many instances, to yield to the stiongest 
lepellent known ( eau de luce ) } a lemedy sometimes 
administeied with success It is ceitam that the 
mungoose fiequently leceives veiy seveie bites m its 
conflicts with the snake , that after being wounded it 
is seen to letue, as it is supposed for the puipose of 
applying the antidote, and that it will return again 
to the chaige with unflinching vigoui, nevei relin- 
quishing the fight until it has succeeded m desti oymg 
its opponent The mungoose is often domesticated 
as a pet, foi the puipose of keeping houses fiee fiom 
snakes , and thus amateuis have constant oppoitunities 
of witnessing its combats with the cobia de capello 
Its movements aie so exceedingly lapid, that no one 
has yet been able to follow it to the plant which yields 
the specific, and scientific men have not hitheito 
thought it worth their while to asceitam this interesting 
point by a senes of expenments 

Gbazeepoie is the quaiter of a King’s legiment of 
infantiy, and is reckoned a very deshable station, on 
account of the easy natuie of the duties, and the 
healthiness of the climate. In times of peace, upon 
the landing of Euiopean corps of foot soldieis, it has 
usually been the custom to allow them to make the 
torn of the provinces by slow degrees, resting, duiing 
mteivals of two 01 three yeais, either at Berhampore, 
or Boglipore, on then way to Dinapoie, Ghazeepore, 
Cawnpoie, and Meerut This piactice, however, has 
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been departed fiom m the case of the 26th regiment, 
which, almost immediately aftei its aiiival at Foit 
William, was marched up to Kurnaul, a frontiei station 
on the distant holders of the Company’s terntones 
The Uppei Piovmces being considered infinitely more 
healthy than the low plains of Bengal, it would be 
advisable, if not intei fei mg with the welfaie of the 
seivice, to send King’s corps into the intei 101 at the 
first season m which it would be piacticable to peifoim 
a long maich The piocess of acclimation is attended 
with a melancholy catalogue of deaths, when it is 
earned on m the damp distucts near the piesidency 
Though Dmapoie has the advantage of a diy sandy 
soil, choleia is no stiangei to its cantonments, and it 
is not until the amval of a regiment of Euiopeans at 
Ghazeepore, that much hope can be entertained of 
clean bills of health m the medical repoit 

King’s tioops are veiy expensive appendages to the 
Company’s tenitones , the care and attention neces- 
sary foi the preseivation of then lives, generally has the 
effect of unfitting them foi the duties which a soldier 
is called upon to perfoim m a coldei climate, while, 
m despite of the pains taken to ensure their health 
and comfoit, their existence m India must be far less 
pleasuiable than a life of toil and haidship under a 
more genial atmosphere Dui mg many months, 
European soldieis aie doomed to spend their whole 
time m impi isonment and idleness , then parades take 
place very early m the morning, and after the daily 
exeicise is over, they must confine themselves to their 
banacks They aie strictly enjoined not to proceed 
to the bungalows of their officeis upon duty, m the 
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heat of the sun, without an umbiella, and it is no 
uncommon sight to meet a private with a black atten- 
dant cairymg a chattah (awning) ovei his head The 
penny liteiature ( of the day would be invaluable, could 
it leach the stations of Euiopean soldieis m India 
with the legulanty and cheapness of its production in 
England, for leading is then gland xesouice. Happy 
aie those who find m the Bible eveiy book they need 1 
Religious exeicises foim the consolation and the occu- 
pation of many, but there is still a very laige majority 
who requue othei aids to fill up then tune Books 
aie, unfoitunately, rathei a scaice commodity, and 
notwithstanding the establishment of regular libiaiies, 
want of funds rendeis the supply inadequate to the 
demand 

Commanding officeis have usually the good sense 
to encouiage, or at least to sanction, intellectual 
amusements. In many places, the soldieis have been 
permitted to consti uct a theati e foi then own perform- 
ances, and at othei s they aie allowed the use of that 
belonging to the station The puces of admission are 
generally sufficient to covei the expenses, though m 
India, as well as in England, diamatic speculations are 
often found to be losing concerns, and scai cely any 
managei 01 managing committee can contuve to keep 
out of debt Infinite pains ai e taken to divest theatrical 
amusements of the danger which might arise fiom 
love-scenes between mai ned women and gay Lotharios 
The soldieis’ wives are not peimitted to enact the 
heroines m dramatic enteitamments, lest it should lead 
to deviations from the path of duty , and when female 
characters cannot be cut out, they are performed by 
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beaidless youths, much to the detenoiation of the 
spectacle, although the punciple which depnves the 
Mofussil stage of feminine attraction cannot be too 
highly commended 

A theatie affoids intei esting occupation to numbers 
of pool exiled soldieis, who would otherwise be 
devouied with enmn. Those who can handle a brush 
are employed in painting the scenes, less accomplished 
amateurs aie too happy to be allowed to shift them , 
and the oichestra is open to musical aspirants, the 
Orplin of the Mofussil, who, maugre the disadvantages 
of instruments which will not keep a single instant 
m tune, beguile many weaiy hours with the piactice 
necessaiy foi a grand display Petting animals also 
offers a pleasing souice of employment to a soldier , 
gieat vaiieties of pairots, highly accomplished in the 
vulgar tongue, aie to be found m the banacks, and 
the master fiequently becomes too much attached to a 
docile and apt scholar to part w T ith it, though tempted 
by a high price twenty mpees (£2) being usually 
given for a well-tauglit bud. Constant attention and 
untnmg patience are necessary for the instruction of 
the featheied race, and as the organ of speech is 
much moie strongly developed in the skulls of some 
paroquets than in those of others, an acquaintance 
with phrenology would save an infinity of labour 
The panot’s cage is hung in some daik place, not 
unfiequently down a well, while the tutor, lying on 
the bunk, repeats the same sentence over and over 
again foi an hour togethei. The education of pairots 
on the continent of India is almost wholly confined to 
Europeans, though they aie frequently kept m a state 
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of captivity by the natives, and aie objects of vene- 
lation to some castes of Hindoos, they aie rarely if 
evei taught to speak by them. All then cares appeal 
to be lavished upon the lull mynahs, beautiful large 
black buds with a yellow mark on each side of the 
head, which are easily tiained to the peiformance of 
a variety of amusing tucks, and turn out far bettei 
oratoi s than the paroquets. 

That pining after home, which, in hearts endued 
with sensibility, too often sows the seeds of disease 
and death, is acutely felt by a large portion of the 
King’s soldiers, whose terms of seivice m India being 
seldom less than twenty years, nearly amounts to a 
sentence of perpetual banishment. Excepting during 
a war, when haidslnps, however seveie, are rendered 
enduiable by the spirit-still mg incidents attendant on 
a hot campaign, — destitute of all excitement, bold and 
hardy men drag out a life of inglorious ease, m a 
completely aitificial state of existence, pieserved, as 
it weie, m glass cases for times of need. Then societ 
at all periods is exclusively military, they have no 
communication, as at home, with theii fellow-citizens, 
no jovial meetings with stiange faces in public-houses , 
no large assemblages of persons belonging to then 
own class at fan, .and festivals Then wants are 
carefully attended to, but then enjoyments are few , 
beer is a luxuiy which their puises can raiely com- 
mand , they have not many oppoi tumties of forming 
matrimonial connexions with people of their own 
colour, and life must be irksome to all who cannot 
give themselves up to sedentary employments. Long 
habit lends its aid to the subduing influence of the 
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climate to leconcile the greatei number of Euiopean 
soldieis to tins state of vegetation , they aie conscious 
that a piotiacted lesidence m India hasiendered them 
unequal to the peifoimance of military duties elsewhere; 
and -when, at length, a legnnent leceives oiders to 
embaik foi England, numeious volunteeis aie found 
lulling to lemain m the countiy in which they have 
worn out the fanest poition of their existence. The 
ties which bound them to their native land have all 
been seveied, the fond hopes which they chenshed of 
an eaily ictuin, laden with the spoils of conqueied 
i.i] alls, have melted away, and they are content at last 
to lelmquish the fan visions of home and happiness, 
foi the solid pi ovision which can be attained m India 
These aie usually steady men, of sobei uews and 
habits, who have outlived the illusions of their jouth, 
and aie satisfied to ha\e a choice of minor evils, 
Waimei temperaments indulge more vivid expecta- 
tions , to them the name of home acts like a spell , 
painful expei lence lias not yet taught them to anticipate 
disappointment, and they letum with the same bright 
hopes which led them gladly to seek a land wdiose 
splendid promises leraam unfulfilled A few, duven 
to despan by the melancholy piospect of interminable 
exile, unable to await the slow approacl) of then 
lecall, and alluied by the flowery descriptions of 
Austialia, plunge into ciime for the purpose of ex- 
changing honouiable servitude m India for a felon’s 
lot m a climate 1 e^emblmg that of England It is no 
veiy unusual cncumstance foi a soldiei to attempt the 
life of Ins officer 01 Ins connade, m the hope of being 
tianspoited to a countiy possessing so many featuies 
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akin to the land of Ins bnth , and even the punishment 
of death is to some less teinble than the pi ospect of 
eternal banishment fiom “the home they left with 
little pain.” 

In no othei countiy m the woild can the wives and 
clnldien of European soldiers enjoy the comfoit and 
happiness which await them in India The lot of the 
latter is pecuhaily foitunate, for they have no remi- 
niscences of another land to poison the blessings of 
competence and freedom fiom the piessure of early 
cares, schools ai e established in eveiy legiment foi 
the instruction of children of both sexes. The educa- 
tion of pei sons belonging to their class m society, can 
be cained on as well m India as m England they aie 
taught to make themselves useful, the boys vith a 
view of becoming non-commissioned officers, 1 egimental 
cleiks, <Src , the guls to be made mdustnous seivants, 
and fitting wives for men m a lank rather supenoi to 
that from winch they themselves have sprung The 
clergy take gieat delight m the mstiuction of the 
youthful membeis of their lespective flocks, and they 
form the most numerous and the most intei estmg 
candidates foi confiimation at the visits of the Bishop 
of Calcutta to the distant scenes of Ins vast diocese. 
Euiopean ladies gladly take the females into seivice 
at an early age, and if they do not letam then situations 
long, it is because they aie eageily sought m marnage 
by then fatheis’ comiades, 01 by shopkeepeis who 
chance to be located in then vicinity The daughteis 
of dragoon soldiers sometimes aspire to be belles , they 
copy the fashions bi ought out by new amvals of a 
highei class, and do gieat execution at the balls, which 
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upon giand occasions are given by the elite of the non- 
commissioned officeis of the corps. 

The wives of soldiers m India are secured from all 
those laborious toils and continual hai dships to which 
they must submit m countiies wheie the pay of 
their husbands is inadequate to their suppoit If 
sobei and industrious, they may easily accumulate a 
little hoard foi the comfort of their declining years 
Acquaintance with any useful art, dress-making, 
feather- cleaning, lace-mendmg, washing silk stockings, 
01 the like, may be converted into very lucrative 
employments , and the enoimous wages demanded 
by Euiopean women, when they go into service as 
ladies’-maids, or wet-nurses (from fifty to a hundred 
lupees pei month), shews how indifferent they are to 
the means of acquiring money by personal exertion. 
Few officeis’ wives attached to King’s corps can 
affoid to have a white female attendant, and the 
unaccustomed luxunes which these women enjoy, 
when domesticated m wealthy families, unfortunately, 
in too many instances, are apt to render them so 
lazy, insolent, and over-bearing, as to be peifectly 
mtoleiable, and consequently it is not often that they 
aie to be found out of the bai racks. 

Soldiers are not m England vei y scrupulous m the 
choice of their wives, and amid the numbers who come 
out to India, a veiy small portion lemam uncoirupted 
by bad example and the deteriorating influence of 
campaigns and long voyages. It is not absolutely 
necessaiy that they should undeitake any thing beyond 
the cai e of then own family, and many prefer idleness 
to the slightest exertion. They and their children 
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have regular rations served out for their daily food , 
while the regiment is upon a march, they are provided 
with suitable conveyances, during the hot winds, then 
quarteis aie supplied with tatties; and in passing 
along the lines punkahs may be seen swinging in the 
seijeants’ banack-rooms, and cunous scenes are dis- 
played to view tlnough the open doors. Some fat 
and unshapeable lady, attued m a loose white gown, 
indulging m a siesta in an elbow-chaii, with a native 
attendant, ragged and in wi etched case, who, fan m 
hand, agitates the air around hei 

To those Anglo-Indians who cherish vivid lecollec- 
tions of home, and who delight m all things which 
1 ecall then native country to then mind, it is exceed- 
mgly gratifying to be stationed in the vicinity of a 
King’s legiment or a Euiopean corps in the service of 
the Company After a long absence from England, 
and long association with persons of education, the 
homely provincial accents of some untaught soldier 
come m music on the ear, bringing with them a 1 ush 
of painfully-pleasing emotions , lecalling past scenes 
and past days, ‘ f awakening thoughts which long have 
slept,” lestoi mg youth, hope, health, and happiness, 
foi a buef delightful penod. Expenence alone can 
tell how sad, and yet how dear, aie the fiist meetings 
with countiy people of an inferioi class in the jungles 
of India A detachment of aitilleiy, passing through 
a small outpost, whose European inhabitants did not 
exceed a dozen peisons, occasioned a burst of anguish, 
which revealed to a pining exile the full extent of 
that home-sickness which had preyed m secret on her 
mind. Returning from an evening walk, a soldier’s 
wife ciossed the path, and at first, rejoicing to meet a 
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countiy woman, the lady eageily stepped foiwaid and 
accosted hei , but no sooner did the familiar sounds 
of by-gone days stuke upon her heait, than she burst 
into a flood of teals. Awaie that the person who had 
caused this violent emotion would be quite uncon- 
scious of the effect which her homely speech had 
pioduced, she stifled hei feelings, and, inviting the 
pool woman to come to the bungalow, hastened 
onwaid to older out the contents of the laidei to fonn 
a little feast foi liei comrades m the camp, but she 
daied not tiust hei self beyond a few simple questions, 
and, unwilling to make a display of sensibility which 
might be misconsti ued, and could not be understood, 
she did not indulge m the pensive gratification which 
a pi oti acted interview would have afforded. When 
accustomed to see and conveise with the lower older 
of Euiopeans, the keenness of the emotions pioduced 
by the reminiscences which they call up, subsides, and 
the feelings they cieate aie wholly of a pleasuiable 
nature The evening dnve is rendeied doubly gra- 
tifying by the gioups of healthy-lookmg, tidily-diessed 
English childien, at play m front of their quaiteis, 01 
bending then way in the tiam of their patents along 
the load, upon a Sunday evening, to the cliuich, 
whose tinkling bell chaims the eai as m days of old, 
when the peal fiom a village spue filled the heart 
to ovei flowing with delightful sensations 

Though destitute of the rich led roses, which bloom 
so fieshly on the cheeks of youthful cottageis in 
England, the sickliness and delicacy, so stukmgly 
appaient m the petted and cai efully-attended offspring 
of the highei oidei, are laiely the charactenstic of 
soldiers’ children, who seem to pi eserve their strength 
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and vigoui in a climate considered to be exceedingly 
detumental to tbe juvenile classes of Euiopeans The 
■mortality amongst the infants of this glade is not 
so gieat as might be expected wheie the motlieis 
have been unable to suckle them, and wheie the 
expense of a native nuise could not be wcuired, a 
goat has pei formed the maternal office with infinite 
success, the little creatines thuvmg under the nounsh- 
ment affoided by this humble animal, nor is it so 
usual to droop and pme away at the period m which 
change of climate is so earnestly lecommended to the 
children of the rich , numbeis of fine young men and 
women glow up to matui lty without having tasted 
a colder air than that which blows m Hmdostan 
The station-duties are peifoimed at Ghazeepove by 
two 01 thiee companies of a native regiment, detached 
fiom Benaies, sepoys standing sentinel at the hospital, 
store-houses, and at all places wheie the heat is con- 
sideied to be mjunous to European constitutions 
There aie a few staff-appomtments held by officeis oi 
the Company’s seivice, and the society receives a veiv 
agieeable addition from the families of seveial mdigo- 
planters residing in the neighbourhood 
It is always a fortunate cucumstance when the 
higher class of Anglo-Indian cultivatois aie settled 
m the vicinity of an European cantonment, since theie 
aie no set of persons who exeicise more boundless 
hospitality, -or fiom whom tiavellers leceive moie 
cordial kindness. Those with whom it would not be 
desirable to associate form a veiy small portion. The 
gieatei numbei of the countiy-boin, 01 Euiasians, 
many of whom shew complexions still daiker than 
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that of the natives, aie, generally speaking, intel- 
ligent, well-informed men, ever leady to conti ibute 
to any pioposed amusement, and opening then doors 
leadily at all times for the leception of guests, while 
those Europeans who have embaiked m indigo specu- 
lations aie usually of a veiy high order of intellect 

Although no lank is-recogmsed m India, excepting 
that which is held by the civil and militaiy servants 
of the Company, much to the eiedit of the society, 
there aie no invidious distinctions made between 
the pei sons who compose it. Individuals who are 
gifted with pleasing manneis and accomplishments 
will always receive the lespect and attention due 
to their ments, little or no legaid is paid to colour 
or to cncumstances, where there are personal claims 
to the notice of those more highly endowed with 
the gifts of birth and fortune Fine houses, fine 
equipages, and fine entertainments, though they may 
render individuals popular who have little else to 
recommend them, are not, as in England, essentially 
1 equisite to obtain a passport into good society. It is 
sufficient that the party shall have the entree of Govern- 
ment-house, the grand test of gentility m India ; but 
even ineligibility in this particular does not, amid 
libeial-nunded people, form an insurmountable bar- 
1 ler , many families, both m the Mofussil and m 
Calcutta, being leceived m society, whose occupation 
and calling must exclude them fiom the vice-iegal 
court 

The India Company have a stud for the breed of 
horses m the vicinity of Ghazeepore, under the super- 
intendence of European officeis peculiarly qualified 
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foi the appointment The cattle -which they turn 
out, though infenor in beauty to English and Arab 
chargers, are extremely useful, pai ticulaily for harness , 
a stud-bred hoise with a good pedigiee is a valuable 
animal, and always obtains a fair puce, though consi- 
derably lower than that which ivould be demanded 
for a horse of equal merit m England The common 
countiy breed, though it is said that they possess 
more blood than any otliei lioises m the woild, aie 
so unseemly m their appearance, and so unconquerably 
vicious m their habits, that they aie rarely used 
except upon some great emergence, by Euiopean 
officers There aie, however, some very handsome 
animals brought fiom distant pai ts of India, and others, 
especially those from Cutcli, which are more cunous 
than beautiful, but which prove liard-woikmg useful 
roadsters, better fitted foi the climate than those of 
English parentage, which are very soon knocked up, 
and are consequently taken the utmost caie of. 

Fiom Calcutta to Bairackpoie, <t distance of sixteen 
miles, cainage-hoises are always changed midway, 
and as none are kept for posting, a p ur must be sent 
on the day before. Medical men, 01 those who spend 
a good deal of their time m visiting, cannot take out 
the same horses m the evening which they have used 
m the morning, and it is one of the objections to 
Cawnpore, that officers who have only one buggy-liorse, 
are unable to take their wives to the Course in the 
evening, because it has been dnven a long distance 
during the day to some court-martial or committee 
sitting at the extienuty of the cantonments, which 
straggle along a space of five miles m length Not- 
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withstanding the caie and attention paid to hoises 
in India, the luxuiy of a stable is often of necessity 
denied them When out m the field, 01 during long 
marches, they aie picqueted undei trees, the only 
covenng which they 01 then syces have to piotect 
them from the inclemency of the weather being a 
blanket, unless the grooms aie libel ally supplied 
with horse-cloths, they aie too apt to make themselves 
comfoi tabic at the expense of then charge, and it 
is theiefoie the best economy to piovide sufficient 
clothing foi man and horse 

An Indian syce is generally exceedingly attached 
to the animal undei Ins care, it is no uncommon 
circumstance foi gentlemen travelling by a different 
loute to entiust their most valuable charges to the 
sole guaidianslnp of their grooms, who proceed alone, 
through jungley districts, seldom if ever mounting the 
animals, which aie led by then conductois, and which 
amve at the place of then destination at the end 
of two 01 thiee months, according to the distance, 
m excellent condition Sometimes the syce is taken 
ill upon the road, m which event he will diag himself 
with difficulty to the next European station, and 
deliver up the horse to the caie of some English 
gentleman, who, if the poor man’s case should be 
despeiate, will hire a new gioom, and send lum on 
with lus cliaige, well assured that he will peiform 
the duties of the seivice with fidelity and despatch 
Instances of hoises being lost 01 mjuied upon long 
jouimes of this nature, if known, aie so exceedingly 
laie, that they cannot be adduced m piejudice of the 
national chaiactei, which, in the faithful discharge 
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of the trust reposed in the humblest individuals, is 
unnvalled. Sepoys despatched upon ti easure-parties, if 
sui prised and outnumbei ed by bands of aimed robbeis, 
will make a desperate though hopeless resistance, and 
suffei themselves to be cut to pieces to a man lather 
than desert then posts, although retreat under the 
cncumstances could not be consideied dishonoiuable. 

Theie is scaicely a servant in any establishment 
who could not, if he pleased, make himself mastei of 
what would be wealth to him , foi there ai e \ ei y few 
things which aie not left open and at the meicy of the 
domestics, who have many facilities foi escape beyond 
the leach of justice but it is seldom that the pooiest 
and lowest abuse then employers confidence, nothing 
but ill-tieatment, and, m many cases, not even that, 
xvill induced a seivant to 10b his master , frequently 
the whole household will abscond in the night, but 
they do not often cany any tiling away with them, 
though theie may be aneais of wages due, -which they 
daie not 1 etui n to claim. Yet, notwithstanding facts 
of this natuie, which aie notonous, and the unlimited 
confidence which the gi eater number of Euiopeans 
repose in their servants, no set of peisons aie moie 
calumniated 01 leviled. There are certain perquisites 
to which they think themselves entitled, and which, 
if they aie not veiy shaiply looked aftei, they will 
appiopnate, but, excepting wheie great caielessness 
and extiavagance on the pait of the heads of houses 
encoui age similai waste m then mfeiiois, then pecula- 
tions aie veiy tnfhng, and by no means deseive to he 
designated by the oppiobnous teims which people, 
unaccustomed to the tucks and fiauds piactised by 
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European domestics, are wont to use in descanting 
upon the knavenes of those of India Were the 
same power to be placed m the humble classes of 
England, it would be much more fiequently abused, 
but persons who have come out young and mexpe- 
nenced to India, and who, m too many instances 
entertain a piejudice against the colour of those with 
whom they are suuounded, are apt to fancy excel- 
lences and perfections m servants at home, which 
only exist in their own imaginations : a truth of which, 
upon then leturn to Europe, they are soon painfully 
convinced. 

Meiitonous examples of honesty are of perpetual 
occurrence in India , large sums of money, accidentally 
left upon tables, have been carefully secured by the 
fiist servant who espied them, and pioduced without 
any ostentation, as a matter of couise, at the owner’s 
leturn The sirdar-beaier has usually the care of lus 
master’s purse, and when these men are judiciously 
selected, they may be entiusted with untold gold 
The poorest class of labourers, coolies , are often 
employed to convey a box or parcel, containing valu- 
able property, from Calcutta to the Upper Provinces, 
leceiving an advance of pay at the penod of their 
setting out, as they have no means of maintaining 
themselves upon the road , fifteen or twenty rupees, 
if the journey be a long one, are often given for this 
purpose, and always without the slightest danger of 
the sum being misapplied' Nothing could be more 
easy than the appropriation of box and money to the 
use of the person who cairies his load over many 
weary miles for scanty pay, and who, by diverging 
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into a neighbounng district, might defy the pursuit 
of justice , but such things never occur , the only 
danger to be apprehended is the murder of the coohj , 
by those piowling bands of lobbers by piofession 
which infest every pait of Hmdostan 

Ghazeepoie is notonous foi its thieves, many of 
whom puisue their vocation under a religious charac- 
ter, and in the garb of gossans (devout beggars) 
inveigle their victims to then pagodas, where they 
assassinate them at leisui e. Dacoits of a less atrocious 
description abound, and no travellers can escape their 
depredations, unless they consent to entertain one or 
two choLci/dars dunng then halt, a set of gentry who 
act a double part, and are thieves when they are not 
watchmen The vigilance and zeal of these guardians 
of the night aie manifested by loud and incessant 
cries of kliauhba daur 1 ' Take care 1 * When they 
do not sleep themselves, they seem determined not to 
allow any persons to close then eyes who happen to 
be within hearing. Eveiy quarter of an hour the 
warning is repeated, with a sti ength of lungs which 
effectually precludes the hope that the Stentorian 
voice may fail, and quiet be restoied. 

The native city of Ghazeepoie is better built and 
better kept than many other places of more impor- 
tance. The bazaars aie neat, well-supplied, and 
famous for their tailors, whose excellent woikmanship 
is celebrated in the adjacent districts. A veiy con- 
siderable number of the inhabitants aie Moosulmans, 
though the neighbouring population is chiefly Hindoo, 
their mosques are numerous and handsome, and their 
formei grandeur is evinced by a supeib palace built 
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by the Nawab Cossim All Khan, which occupies a 
considerable extent of ground overlooking the Ganges 
This noble building is now m a melancholy state of 
dilapidation,, neglected by the Government, who have 
tuined it into a custom-house, and have converted 
many of its suites of apartments into waiehouses, and 
the residences of police peons belonging to the guaid 
Though thus rendeied useful, it is not thought worthy 
of lepair, its splendid banquetmg-hall and cool 
verandahs, leplete with architectural beauty, abutting 
into the river, are deseited and left to the swift de- 
vastations of the climate In a veiy short penod 
the whole of this magnificent fabric will become a 
heap of 1 urns, and then some mean and tasteless edifice 
•will be elected m its place. The great dislike which 
Euiope.ms entei tain to a residence within the precincts 
of a native city, has probably prevented the civilians 
attached to Ghazeepore from selecting this palace foi 
their abode It might, however, be rendered subser- 
vient to some public puipose, and could be put into 
lepair at a small expense by men zealously desirous 
to preserve so intei esting a lehc, as the w 7 oik men 
would be furnished fiom the neighbouring pnson 
The place of confinement for felons of all descriptions 
at Ghazeepore is large, strong, any, and commodious, 
and usually ciowded with delinquents of all castes and 
denominations lefractory Moosulmans, incaicerated 
for various offences, and fanatical Hindoos, whose 
cnmes aie m most instances connected with their 
leligion. Not content wuth starving themselves to 
death, m ordei to levenge themselves upon their 
adversaries in another woild, they aie sometimes 
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known to muider a membei of then own family, m 
the belief that the blood of the victim will lest upon 
the heads of then adveisanes A memoiable illustia- 
tion of tins notion occuned at Ghazeepoie, where an 
old man, v ho conceived that he had a right to a piece 
of land which had been adjudged to Ins neighboui, 
brought his wife to the spot, an eldeily peisonage, 
who could be easily spaied, and foicmg hei, with the 
assistance of his fuends and lelations, into a hut made 
of straw, set it on file, and burned hei to death, m the 
expectation that the soil would beaccuised, and lefuse 
to yield its fruits to the enemy who had tnumphed 
ovei him 

The punishment of death is not often adjudged by 
the ciimmal courts to the natives of India. The law 
by which they aie tiled lendeis it veiy difficult to 
piove mm deis, howevei openly committed, and the 
usual sentence is haid laboui upon the loads duung a 
ceitamnumbei of yeais, 01 foi life, accoidmg to the 
enoimity of the ciime. The convicts woik m irons, 
and are sometimes employed m weeding the paths 
1 ound the houses of people of distinction. 

A stiangei, seated m a diawmg-ioom of an officer 
of veiy high lank, was much amazed by the * qui hi 2 
punkah tannah (‘ who waits? pull the punkah,’) 
being answeied by a felon, fetteied and manacled, 
who, with the utmost coolness, squatted down upon 
the flooi, applied himself to the lope, and pulled 
away vigoi ously, his chains clanking m haimony all 
the time Such an exhibition did not seem to stuke 
the family as any tiling extiaoidmaiy , they appeared 
to think that, provided the punkah was set m motion. 
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the chaiacter and condition of the opeiatoi were of 
very little consequence , a pi oof, amongst many others, 
of the uttei disregard of consistency manifested m an 
Anglo-Indian establishment 

In visiting persons of consequence in the Mofussil, 
travellers m their gi ijjinagc are exceedingly astonished 
by the appearance of the veiandahs leading to apart- 
ments furnished with costliness and taste, they being 
generally made to resemble old clothes’ shops 01 pawn- 
brokers’ stalls , servants and sepoys of the guard are 
usually permitted to hang up their gaiments upon the 
pillars and bamboos, and to spi ead theii beds undei 
the awning More attention is paid to appeal ances m 
Calcutta , but the basement story of many of the 
houses frequently exhibits symptoms of carelessness 
and neglect, choked up with unseemly articles, which 
native sei vants never deem to be out of place m the 
most conspicuous situations 

The houses of the civilians attached to Ghazeepore 
are spacious and well-built, surrounded by good gai - 
dens, and occupying picturesque situations, amid tame 
but luxuriant scenery , where the green lanes, flower- 
ing hedge-rows, and leceding glades bung the most 
cultivated portions of England to mind The bunga- 
lows of the military lesidents are frightful, the huge 
thatched loofs, common to such edifices, being ex- 
changed for still moie ugly tiles of glaring red They 
are foitunately well shelteied, and somewhat concealed 
by intervening trees, and the interiors are commodious, 
though overrun with rats and mice, which few of the 
European residents are at the trouble to destioy, not- 
withstanding the dirt they engender, and the havoc 
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which they commit in wardrobes, larders, and furni- 
ture It is not difficult to exterminate this soit of 
vermin , but Indian servants, if not enjoined to keep 
the houses clean, will allow them to swaim m every 
apaitment, and habit reconciles many persons to the 
intrusion. Those who entertain a disgust to such 
unclean animals, are most cruelly annoyed by the 
multitudes which approach them whenever they pay 
their visits to fi lends 

The races of Ghazeepore ai e some of the best m 
India, and attract spoitmg chaiacters from all the 
adjacent provinces , the horses are superior to those 
started foi mere amusement by less ambitious members 
of the turf at other stations, and aie fiequently the 
subject of heavy bets Commodious stables have been 
erected, which are occupied by the favourites, and 
the result of each meeting excites very geneial interest 
all over the country. The annual fair at Hadjeepore, 
held at an inconsiderable distance, and the occasional 
visits of families from Mirzapore, Chunar, Buxar, Sul- 
tanpore, and Benaies, places situated within an easy 
journey, render Ghazeepore a very lively residence. 
The military cantonments are honoured by retaining 
the mortal remains of a soldier, eminent for the con- 
quest of some of the fairest portions of the Honourable 
Company’s terntones, — the gieat Cornwallis, — who, 
after his glorious exploits upon the other side of India, 
died during a journey from the Upper Piovmces, and 
is buried near thepaiade-giound of Ghazeepoie. The 
mausoleum which has been raised over his dust, is 
little worthy of the magnificent spirit which sleeps 
beneath , and shews to great disadvantage after a visit 
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to the Moosulman tombs so piofusely scatteied ove’r 
the neighbouring plains The aiclntects disdained to 
take a hint fiom the chaste and beautiful specimens 
of monumental remains -which the countiy affouls, 
and have elected a non-descript building, at a gieat 
expense, aftei a model of the fai-faraed sybil's temple , 
but defoimed by mean pillais and a cumbious attic 
stoiy, dispropoitioned to its suppoit It is built of 
excellent matenals, fiee-stone, which pi onuses great 
dui ability , and the dome, which, though it has been 
compared to the covei of a peppei-pot, is the best 
pait of it, makes a good appearance from the nvei 
and will look still bettei when shadowed by the ti ees 
which aie planted in the back-giound The mauso- 
leum foims a point of atti action to the station , the 
mihtaiy band, always an appendage to a king's legi- 
ment, plays neai it of an evening, and the whole 
population of the diffeient lines comefoith m carnages, 
on hoiseback, 01 on foot, to enjoy the fresh coolbieezes 
and the society of tlieir acquaintance A few Euio- 
pean shopkeepers aie settled at Ghazeepoie, which is 
well supplied with foieign and native pioducts, the 
sugai-cane is extensively cultivated m the district, but 
its manufacture is not so celebiated as at Kalpee on 
the Jumna, wheie the natives produce immense quan- 
tities of the finest descnptions. The best kind of 
sugai m India is ciystallized, and sold in the shape of 
baskets, somewhat resembling those made of alum 
which are constructed by ingenious young ladies m 
England These have a pietty appeal ance when 
placed upon a tiay, and always form a poition of the 
presents composed of dned fiuits and sweetmeats. 
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CHAPTER VII 

GOVERNMENT-HOUSE, CALCUTTA 

Bishop Heber, m speaking of the vice-regal palace 
of Calcutta, says, that it has nairowly missed being 
a noble structure, peisons of less lefined, 01, as some 
would call it, less fastidious taste, do not concui m this 
censuie, 01 admit that the aichitectmal blundeis, of 
which the critic complains, have had an injurious 
effect upon the appeaiance of the building It is 
altogether whatevei may be the fault of its details, a 
splendid pile , and, standing isolated on the Calcutta 
side of the laige open plain, which foims so magnificent 
a quadrangle opposite Chowrmgee, it is seen to the 
gieatest advantage fiom every point, being sufficiently 
connected with the city to shew that it belongs to it, 
yet unencumbered and not shut out by any of the 
adjacent buildings. It consists of two semicuculai 
galleries, placed back to back, uniting m the centie in 
a laige hall, and connecting four splendid suites of 
apartments. “ Its columns, however” observes the 
Bishop, "aie in a paltiy style, and instead of having, 
as it might have had, two noble stones and a basement, 
it has tlnee stones, all too low, and is too much pieiced 
with windows on eveiy side ” 

Somewhat of effect Avas pi obably sacrificed to con- 
venience and the accommodation necessaiy for the 
establishment of the Governoi- general , but the gieat 
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objection to it ns an Asiatic residence, •which does not 
appear to have struck the elegant and accurate com- 
mentator, is the -want of colonnades and porticos. The 
principal entiances are approached by noble flights of 
steps , but these, being -without shelter, arc never used 
except upon state occasions, -w hen a native durbar is 
held, and the nobles of Hmdostan come in all their 
barbaric pomp to pay their respects at the -vice-regal 
court, a circumstance of rare occnnence in the present 
day. The carnages of the European visitants dm e 
under these steps, and the company enter through the 
low er regions 

The effect upon a sti anger, who h as not been pre- 
viously made acquainted with the cause of the nrian- 
gement, is very singular. It is scarcely possible for 
a lively imagination to escape the notion that, instead 
of being the guest of a palace, he is on the point of 
being conducted to some hideous dungeon as a prisoner 
of state The hall which opens upon the dark cloister 
formed by the arch of the steps above, is large, low, 
and dimly lighted, completely realmng the beau idCal 
of the mtcnor of the Inquisition. A good deal of 
rubbish of various kinds, piled confusedly and put out 
of the w ay behind row s of pillars, traversing the length 
of the hall, favours the supposition that it is a place of 
punishment, for m their shapeless obscurity, these fire- 
engines, or printing-presses, or whatever they may be, 
have \ cry much the appearanceof instruments of torture. 

Upon the floor, the spectator, who lias imbibed the 
apprehension that he has been entrapped into some 
pandemonium of horror, may see the dead bodies of 
the victims to a tyrannical government thickly strewed 
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aiound : — human foims apparently wiapped in wind- 
ing-sheets, and sti etched out without sense or motion 
upon the bare pavement, add to the ghastly effect of 
the scene. These are the palanquin-bearers, who, 
wiapped up from head to foot in long coarse cloths, 
aie enjoying the sweets of repose, little dreaming of 
the appalling spectacle they present to unaccustomed 
eyes. Many dusky figures move about with noiseless 
tread, and, were it not foi one redeeming circumstance, 
the whole panorama would be calculated to inspire 
lioiror and alaim. In the midst of these dreary 
catacombs, gay parties of visitors, ladies m ball-dresses, 
and gentlemen m full uniform, are passing along, not 
in the least discomposed by appearances so familar to 
them, even when there is the additional agrement of 
a fog, which in the cold season usually casts a mystic 
veil over these subtenaneous apartments 

Emerging from the damp, darkness, and corpse-like 
figuies of the sleepers, an illuminated vestibule leads 
to a staircase, handsome m itself, but not exactly 
correspondent with the size of the building and the 
halls of state to which it is the appioach. It is not 
until the visitant has gained the altitude of the hall, 
that the eye is gieeted by any portion of the pomp 
and grandeur associated vith our ideas of a court 
Guaids are now stationed at mteivals, those which 
v eie foimeily attached to the Governor-general v ere 
a splendid and pictuiesque set of men, clad m strange 
and striking costume ; warlike as became a military 
power, and particularly ornamental as the appendages 
of state The spmt of retienchment, which has lately 
descended to petty savings, unwoithy of the masters 
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of so magnificent a temtory, has 1 emoved and abolished 
this appiopnate guaid of honour , and the natives, 
alieady astonished and disappointed by the contrast 
affoided by the simplicity and plainness of their 
Euiopean mleis, with the pomp and pageantry of 
oriental couits, viewed this last innovation with disap- 
probation and regiet As the visitor ascends, the tur- 
baned domestics of the household become more nume- 
ious , long coindois, leading to the wings, matted and 
lighted, piesent noble ideas of the extent and gi andeur 
of the building , and at evei y landing-place the neces- 
saiy pause foi bieatli is spent m admiration of the 
contrivance of the aichitect to ensure a circulation of 
an, which comes so fieely through the connecting 
galleiies 

The suites of apaitments devoted to large evening- 
parties occupy the thud story The ball- 100m, 01 
tin one-room, as it is called, is approached through a 
splendid antechamber , both aie flooied with dark 
polished wood, and suppoited by Ionic pillars, leaving 
a wide space m the centie, with an aisle on eithei 
side, handsome sofas of blue satin damask aie placed 
between the pillars, and floods of light aie shed 
thiough the whole lange fiom a profusion of cut-glass 
chandeliers and lustres Foimerly, the ceilings weie 
painted, but the little reverence shewn by the white 
ants to woiks of arts, obliged them to be 1 emoved, 
and gilt mouldings aie now the only ornaments The 
thione, nevei paiticulaily supeib, is now getting 
shabby, a canopy of crimson damask, sui mounted by 
a crown, and suppoited upon gilt pillars, is raised 
over a seat of crimson and gold, m fiont, there is a 
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low of gilded chairs, and it is the etiquette foi the 
yiceioy and the vice-queen, upon occasions of state, to 
stand befoiethe tin one to leceive the pi esentations. 
Theie is, however, nothing like a diawmg-ioom held 
at this com t , no loid chambeilam, 01 noblemen in 
waiting, or any functionaries coi responding with these 
peisonages, except the aides-de-camp, who aie seldom 
veiy efficient, being moie intent upon amusing them- 
selves than anxious to do the lionoui s to the company. 
In these degeneiate days, so little state is kept up, 
that, aftei the first half-hour, the representatives of 
sovereignty quit their dignified post, and mingle with 
the assembled crowd 

Theie is no couit-dress, or scaicely anything to 
distinguish the public nights at Govei nment-house 
fiom a pnvate paity Excepting that until lately, no 
gentleman was peimitted to appeal in a white jacket 
An attempt was made by Lady Hastings to establish 
a moie ngid system of etiquette, she had her cham- 
beilam, and hei tiam was held up by pages. An 
intimation was given to the ladies that it was expected 
they would appeal m couit plumes, and many were 
prevented from attending in consequence of the deaith 
of ostrich featheis, the whole of the supply being 
speedily bought up, and as it was not consideied 
allowable to substitute native pioducts, theie was no 
alternative but to lemain at home The extieme 
lioiror which Euiopean ladies enteitamed of appeal- 
ing to imitate the natives, banished gold and silver 
from their lobes not contented with the diffeience 
in the fashion of then gaiments, they lefused to wear 
any ai tides of Indian manufacture, caieless of the 
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mean effect pi oduced by this fastidiousness Few had 
been accustomed to Eui opean courts , and having once 
established rules and regulations of their own, they 
stoutly resisted all attempts at alteration and innova- 
tion, every arrival being obliged to submit to the 
customs of the colony. The great influx of sti angers 
at Calcutta has effected some change m the system ; 
visitors are not now so much under the control of the 
leading people , they appear in whatever may be the 
fashion m England , and instead of, as heretofore, 
being obliged to rip off the silver trimmings fiom 
their dresses, or discard them altogether, to avoid 
the appellation of nautcli girls, they are allowed to 
spaikle and glitter without provoking many invidious 
lemarks. 

"Where shall I walk at Government-house ? formed 
an intenogatory to which, a few years ago, the suitors 
who could not give a satisfactory answ r er had little 
chance of success The inquiry now is seldom made , 
the leply having lost much of its importance At the 
state-dinners ladies sit according to their rank, and 
they are as nearly paired with male attendants of 
equal pretensions as circumstances will admit, but 
at balls and suppers, after the Governor-general has 
led the wife of the greatest personage to table, the 
lest of the party follow in an indiscriminate manner 
It is not, however, very long since the struggle for 
pi ecedence was carried on with a spirit and perseverance 
worthy of colonial warfare , two or three questions 
were sent home for final adjustment, and the wives of 
civilians, high in office, were much mortified to find 
that they were not entitled to take place of the 
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daughteis of English peeis, even though they should 
have man led ensigns It was decided that Lady 
Maiy 01 the Honouiable Mis. had a light to jnece- 
dence, whatevei their husbands’ mihtaiy lank might 
be, and still woise, that the youngei biotheis of noble 
families could exalt then wives above the othei ladies, 
though m then mihtaiy 01 avil capacity they them- 
selves must give place to then superiois in office 
The humble titles assumed by the servants of the 
Honouiable Company of Merchants tiading to the 
East-Indies, of senioi and jumoi meichants, factois, 
and waters, weie much at variance with then notions 
concerning then dignity, and the piecedence they 
considered themselves to be entitled to take of the 
ancient nobility of England, and geneial officeis hold- 
ing the King’s 01 the Company’s commissions , but 
the nan ow notions engendeied by the pade of office 
aie not so pievalent as heietofore , the magnates of the 
colony are not quite so impoitant m then own eyes, 
01 m the estimation of those beneath them, and too 
much ridicule is now attached to squabbles about a 
seat at table, to render the discussion of such topics 
veiy geneial. 

Govemment-house is the only place m which the 
guests aie not allowed to introduce then own atten- 
dants , the servants of the establishment aie numeious, 
and perfectly equal to the duties lequired They aie 
handsomely clothed m lively according to the Hm- 
doostanee fashion, wealing in the hot weathei, white 
muslin vests and tiowseis, with cinnmei bunds 01 sashes, 
trusted with scailet 01 some otliei coloui, and the ciest 
in silvei m then turbans. In the cold weathei, the 

von. ir. h 
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vest is of cloth of the lively colour. They aie all 
fine-looking men, and the unifoimity of then appear- 
ance gives them a gi eat advantage over the promis- 
cuous multitude usually m attendance atlaige paities; 
though the absence of the personal domestic is consi- 
del ed, by many, a heavy gi levance, and more especially 
by those who aie depnved by the existing legulations 
of the indulgence of the hookah. 

There is no established 1 ule 1 especting the entei tam- 
ments at Government-house, no sei vice of plate, 01 
decorations foi the table belonging to the establishment. 
The giandeui of the banquets depends entirely upon 
the taste and libeiality of the person who holds the 
appointment of Govemoi-geneial foi the time being; 
and it is whispei ed that fhei e ai e not always a sufficient 
quantity of silvei folks for all the guests, and that the 
side- tables aie sometimes supplied with a manufactuie . 
of steel of no veiy tempting appeal ance. An ornamental 
suppei, as fai as the viands aie concerned, is still 
a desideratum m Calcutta — Government-house being 
veiy little m advance of less distinguished mansions; 
and perhaps the only supenonty it can boast, consists 
m such lefinementas excludes large heavy joints, and 
substitutes a loin foi a saddle of mutton. The small, 
delicate, gem-like, tempting dishes, which glitter on 
a suppei -table m London, have no counterpaits in the 
City of Palaces , eveiy thing theie is solid, substantial, 
and undisguised, a state of things entnely attiibutable 
to the piejudices of Euiopean society, since the 
emus of cookeiy possessed by the natives only i equues 
to be di awn into action A veiy small quantity of 
instruction would suffice to lender them unnvalled m 
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every confectionaiy and culinaiy ait; and theie can- 
not be the slightest leason foi the inelegance which 
characterizes a Calcutta banquet, except the leal or 
affected honoi which is entei tamed of blade cooks 
The paities at Government-house, 'foi the leasons 
befoie assigned, do not deuve the bnlhancy which 
might be expected from the di esses of the ladies , 
the effect, at least, when compared to that of Euiopean 
ball-rooms, is disappointing, theie is a want of fiesh- 
ness and lustie about the attne, which is veiy sti iking 
to a stranger’s eye, noi can theie be so much fancy 
and variety exhibited m the form and ornaments, m a 
place where fashions and milhneis aie few, as m 
those more favoured capitals, where the success of 
multitudes of artists and tiadespeople depends upon 
the taste and invention they display Of couise, theie 
aie numerous exceptions — many individual toilettes 
which may be pronounced perfect , but these aie 
lost 01 obscui ed m the cloudiness which prevails, and 
always will pievail, so long as the female residents of 
India prefei the faded manufactuies of Euiope to the 
goigeous fabucs of oriental looms At fancy-balls, 
wheie the pioducts of the countiy are lendeied avail- 
able, the diffei ence of the effect is astonishing , instead 
of being confined within the nauow limits pi escribed 
by the last bulletins fiom London 01 Pans, fancy and 
talent have fiee scope , and m no assemblage of the 
kind could moie magnificent gioups be found than 
those which have made then appearance at Govern- 
ment-house Military umfoims, m some degiee, 
make up foi the sombieness of female attne upon 
more oidinaiy occasions, and the effect of a well-filled 
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ball-i oom is mucli heightened when the company is 
not exclusively composed of Euiopeans.^ The dress 
of the Aimenian ladies is picturesque and staking, 
though the peculiarity is chiefly confined to the head , 
they wear a glittering tiara of a very singulai and 
classic form aci oss the forehead, with a veil suspended 
fiom the top, and hanging down m gi aceful folds on 
either side It is not, however, very often that these 
ladies aie seen m the public assemblies of Calcutta, m 
which, until veiy lately, it has not been thought 
eithei advisable or agieeable to encourage a piomis- 
cuous assemblage of diffeient classes and communities. 
Without wishing to impugn the motives upon which 
the foimer luleis of India have acted, it is impossible 
not to admit that a moie liberal system is better 
suited to the piesent time. Doubtless the innovations 
which have taken and are still taking place, will 
be veiy unpalatable to those who lemember the 
extraoi dmary dignity attached to official situations 
and white faces m foimei days , but those who enter- 
tain moie enlaiged views, will lejoice that some of 
the banieis which have dmded peisons of different 
pei suasions and different complexions from each other, 
have been bioken down, and aie disappearing Bishop 
Hebei, whose kindness of heait and liberality of mind 
have justly endeaied him to the Indian world, w T as 
the fiist to shew an example to the mtoleiant and 
exclusive patricians of Calcutta, by opening his doors 
to lespectable peisons of all sects and countries At 
his house, Christians of the Roman Catholic, Greek, 
and Piotestant chui dies met, togethei with Hindoos, 
Moslems, Jew's, and Parsees he lecommended the 
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leligion which he pleached by the practice of the 
widest philanthropy ; and, had he been spared, the 
popularity of his manneis, and the well-known bene- 
volence of Ins disposition, would have done much 
towaids the lemoval of prejudices, which have for so 
long a period pi evented afiee and social connYiunica- 
tion between Europeans and Asiatics. 

A few native gentlemen, who have eithei adopted 
English customs, 01 aie so well acquainted with them 
as not to be guilty of any misappiehension or mistake, 
have for many yeais mingled fieely in the fashionable 
circles of Calcutta, making their appearance at pnvate 
parties, and joining in the subset iptions for public 
amusements , they weie distinguished m laige assem- 
blies for the elegance of their costume, and the splen- 
doui of then diamonds; and peisons who did not 
enter into the mu row notions w hich wei e but too 
pie\alent, legietted that a much laigei piopoition 
of the same class should not have been encouraged 
to follow their example Latteily, invitations to 
Government-house have been very widely extended 
amongst the natives of lank, and the intioduction 
of men, ignoiant of the lules and legulatiotts of 
European society, has given offence, and occasioned 
disgust to those who do not considei the measure 
to be expedient, or who lefuse to make allowance 
foi early notions and rooted opinions, which nothing 
but more intimate association can dissipate Asiatics, 
at piesent, aie not awai e of the restrictions imposed 
m Eiuope by etiquette and good-bieeding on the 
intei corn se between ladies and gentlemen , they see 
them converse togethei, dance togetliei, and walk 
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arm in arm together, and, when admitted to the same 
degree of familial lty, they aie apt to make veiy 
ridiculous tiespasses. Without the slightest inten- 
tional ludeness, a native gave great offence by seating 
himself on the aim of a lady’s chan , and not knowing 
the pi ease limits which propriety has marked out, 
they do not always offer the deferential lespect which 
women expect, and which, rathei inconsiderately, they 
exact moie stuctly fiom foieigneis than fiom their 
own countiymen, who, being bettei acquainted with 
the mles and obsei vances, are less excusable m their 
bleach 01 omission At this day, the degiee of 
decoium necessaiy to be adopted m the piesence of 
French ladies, is so little undei stood by John Bull, 
that he is continually offering insult and annoyance, 
by exceeding a latitude m conversation which he has 
erroneously supposed to have no bounds. It is thus 
that Asiatics offend, and constant intercourse can 
alone render them acquainted with the terms upon 
which gentlemen mix m respectable female society. 
It is certainly not veiy agieeable to be obliged to give 
the lesson, but the consequences die too important to 
be neglected, especially at_a period m which there aie 
such stiong manifestations of the abandonment of 
prejudices hitherto supposed to be msui mountable. 

In the native papeis, published m Calcutta, the 
advantages and disadvantages of extending the indul- 
gences enjoyed by European women to Asiatics are 
freely discussed , tlieie seems to be no question about 
the expendiency of impioving the mind, and giving a 
morelibeial education than has heietofoie been con- 
sidered necessary, emancipation must follow as a 
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mattei of couise. Some of the wnteis have taken 
upon themselves the task of vindicating the pnvileges 
enjoyed by the Asiatic women, and have attempted to 
shew that, in point of fact, they are not undei any 
restrictions at all, but such peisons have no chance 
against the advocates for impi ovement the reasoning 
on both sides is not a little cuiious, beaiing strong 
evidence of the novelty of the subject, and the ciude 
ideas it has engendeied 

The custom of polygamy appears to be tbe grand 
difficulty to the appi oximation to Euiopean manners, 
which upon many accounts would be so desirable , 
but it is astonishing how very little is known con- 
cerning the domestic establishments of either Moslem 
01 Hindoo. 

A modern Peisian wntei * has said that, fiom his 
own expel lence in the mattei, it is easiei to live with 
two tigi esses than two wives, and m India, many 
moie peisons than is usually supposed, eithei through 
individual attachment, or for the sake of peace and 
quietness, content themselves with one. There is 
always so great a distinction between the first wife, 
and those who submit to take an inferior rank, that 
no persons of wealth or family would permit their 
daugliteis to conti act a marnage with a man who has 
alieady placed a lady at the head of his establishment , 
and, theiefoie, it would appeal that, in leality, theie is 
rather a pluiality of misti esses than of wives, and 
that, though the custom of the countiy sanctions their 
living togethei, the first, 01, as she is sometimes 


* Abu Taleb Khan 
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termed, the equal wife, is the only peison of gieat 
respectability or consequence, the othei women being 
eitliei m a very suboidinate capacity, or degraded to 
the condition of household seivants. 

Few things aie more sui prising to native gentlemen 
than the display of female talent m aits 01 acquire- 
ments winch have been consideied the exclusive 
possession of men Accomplishments, paiticularly 
those of music and dancing, are not held in any 
lespect, but their encomiums upon female artists 
and authois, shew that they enteitam great leverence 
foi such manifestations of intellectual supenonty A 
Malnatta general, at a ball, asked to be introduced to 
the lady who had written a book , and m looking at 
miniatures from a female pencil, it was frequently 
remailced that the English women exceeded the men 
in talent. 

Want of uibanity, a too common tiait m the 
English charactei, will, it is to be feared, letaid the 
good understanding which ought to exist between 
natives of rank and the servants of then foieign 
rulers , but theie can be little doubt that our retaining 
the possession of India will mainly depend upon the 
conciliation of a class of peisons, whom it appears to 
have been hitherto the policy to depiess and neglect, 
if not to insult. Natives of lank, propeity, and 
influence, must speedily acquire a knowledge of their 
position and of their stiength , and unless they should 
obtain the respect, consideration, and impoitance, 
which seem so justly their due, it can scarcely be 
expected that they will continue to give their sup- 
port to a government, whose servants are lesolutely 
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opposed to then intei ests. Hitheito theie has been 
little to tempt them into private Society , with very 
few exceptions, Anglo-Indian residents have been 
indisposed to impart or to leceive mfoimation fiom 
natives , they have taken little pams to mstiuct them 
upon the subject of modes and manneis which must 
have struck them as being odd and unaccountable, 
01 to mspne them with lespect by the display of 
supenoi mental powers. But while ball-iooms have 
been deseited, the theatie has always pioved an 
atti action Paities of Hmdostanee gentlemen, beauti- 
fully clad in white muslin, and, should the weathei be 
cold, enveloped m Caslimeies, which would make 
the heait of a Pansian lady swell with envy, take 
then places m the boxes of the Chowmngee theatre, 
sitting in the fiist low, and as neai the stage as 
possible. They piefei tiagedy to comedy, and when 
the tieasury is veiy low, and a full attendance of 
some consequence, the managei, consulting rathei the 
mtei ests of the house than the talents of the actois, 
announces the lepiesentation of Macbeth 01 Othello , 
which is suie to ciow'd the benches with Asiatic 
spectatois 

A spmt of inquiry is now awakened in the minds 
of the natives, winch cannot fail to lead to veiy 
impoi taut results , then anxiety to rendei themselves 
acquainted with the means by v r hich science has 
been enabled to produce such extiaoidinary effects, 
will establish the bond of union so much wanted 
between them and the European lesidents. At the 
formal visits, to which the intercourse has until now 
been too much restncted, the greater poition of 
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gentlemen holding official situations, have found the 
mode of convocation, earned on according to eastern 
etiquette, too irksome foi long enduiance, and lather 
than submit to usages and customs which weic new 
and disagieeable, they abudged all communication 
as much as possible, giving veiy little encouiagement 
to the natives to pei severe m the attempt to cultivate 
a better understanding. Where no mteipietei is 
requued, poisons of equal lank, upon visits of ceie- 
mony, laiely conveise with each otliei Then obsei- 
vations are duected to the chief peisonages of then 
retinue, and the individual thus cncuitously addressed, 
replies m the same mannci. Tlieie is something very 
absuid m seeing, at some small military post, an 
interview of this nature take place between the 
English commandant and a petty rajah m the neigh- 
bourhood. The lattei makes Ins appeal ance with as 
large a swvcn rcc as lie can mustei , his elephants, 
hoises, state-palanquins, hircanahs, peons, and match- 
lock-men, many m veiy lagged case, aie diawn up 
in an imposing mannei on the outside, and he enters, 
accompanied by the younger blanches of lus family, 
and hangers-on of a xatliei infeiioi descuption, wdio 
put themselves behind the chans set for the gieat 
people Howevei aveise the officci thus visited may 
be to ostentation and parade, his seivants have Ins 
honoui too much at heait to peimit him to use his 
own disci etion, they ciowd into the antecliambeis 
and veiandahs, those at the head of the establishment 
take up a position which enables them to suppoit 
their master’s dignity by becoming the medium of com- 
munication, conveisation is thus necessanly 1 educed 
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to common-places, and, excepting when ciicumstances 
requne an almost daily intei com se, Euiopeans are 
seldom or evei at the pains to place it upon a moie 
fi lendly footing 

While we must legiet that so long a period has 
been suffeied to elapse, without cementing a closei 
bond of union between the Anglo-Indian and the 
Asiatic community, it would be unfair not to make 
allowances foi the peculiar position of the Butish 
lesidents m Hmdostan An Englishman always finds 
it very difficult to accommodate himself to foieign 
usages and customs, and as the gi eater numbei of 
civil and militaiy servants were placed m veiy res- 
ponsible situations, they might consider it advisable 
not to mem the suspicion of an intei ested pai tiality, 
by an intimate peisonal acquaintance with natives, 
who m then official capacity they might be supposed 
to favoui fiom some selfish motive. It must also be 
consideied, that, although we have now full and un- 
disputed possession of the a, ' hole of the Peninsula, 
the quiet settlement of the country undei Butish 
lule has been effected within a limited period, and 
that m the difficult position m which Euiopeans were 
placed, it would have been impolitic to mix themselves 
up with peisons who, m all piobabihty, would have 
taken advantage of confidence too lashly placed. It is 
highly honourable to the Butish chaiacter, that, m 
spite of its want of uibanity, and the little peisonal 
affection which it cieates, its uprightness and steadi- 
ness have secured the fidelity of immense multitudes 
bound to a foreign government by the equal distnbu- 
tion of justice and the secunty of propeity. It is 


\ 
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unfortunate that -svc cannot unite themoie endearing 
qualities with the moial excellences for ivlnch we me 
distinguished but, as the aspect of affairs is altenng 
in India, we shall do well to consult the signs of the 
times, and lemedy those defects which we ha\e found 
in our system before it be loo late 

It is greatl} to the credit of the natives of India 
that they arc disliked and despised only b} those who 
arc cither unacquainted with their language, 01 who 
have been very little in their society. From such men 
as Mi. Hastings, Sir John Malcolm, Colonel Tod, Sn 
Thomas Munro, Mr. Elplnnstone, and indeed all 
who have had opportunities of becoming intimately 
acquainted with them, the}' have leccived justice, 
their faults and vices are those of then leligion and 
their laws, but, notwithstanding almost innumerable 
circumstances adverse to the formation of moral cha- 
racter, they possess many endearing and redeeming 
virtues, and no people m the world are so quick 
at discerning merit, 01 so ready to acknowledge it 

The latest accounts fiom Calcutta state, that the 
present Governor-general has determined to break 
through “the unjust and anstocratical distinctions 
which,” as the wutci terms it, “have foi so long a 
period j'cst ci cd the feelings * of those in the less 
elevated grades of Indian society,” by extending the 
invitations to Government-house to persons w ho, pre- 
vious to his appointment, had not been considered 
eligible to so high an honoui. Whether this measure, 

* The study of grandiloquence cannot he pursued to more 
advantage than m the columns of a Colonial Newspaper 
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which 1 elates to the European poition of the com- 
munity, will produce the good effect which the corn- 
men tatoi of the India Gazette so fondly anticipates, is 
exceedingly questionable. He tells us that it will 
“strengthen the attachment to the government, and 
enable individuals in diffeient stations of life to form 
intimacies engendered by ment ” Few peisons above 
the veiy lowest oideis are desnous to destioy all 
the distinctions of lank, an unlimited entie into 
Government-house to Euiopeans of eveiy descup- 
tion would not, we believe, be consideied advisable, 
and wherever the line of demai cation shall be placed, 
there will be discontent Those who aie most anxious 
to gam admission foi themselves, feel equally desirous 
to exclude the class immediately beneath them, and 
on inquiry it will be found that those shopkeepers, who 
complain of the piejudices which kept them out of 
the best society, refuse to associate with tiades which 
aie not consideied so genteel as their own The lecep- 
tion-iooms at Government-house may be ciowded by 
all soits and conditions of men, but so fai fiom engen- 
dering fuendships between them, the only effect of 
such indiscriminate assemblages will be to bung the 
public paities into disiepute, and to lender pnvate 
society more ugid and exclusive than evei * 

* Cards of invitation to the balls and parties of Government- 
house have been lately sent to persons m the pilot seivice veiy 
respectable men, no doubt, but, from their habits, education, and 
manners, scarcely fitting guests for the circle of a court It is 
said that even the stewards of ships found entrance into these 
promiscuous assemblies, and that the company altogether made a 
strange appearance Some of the gentlemen chose to appear m 
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Theie is alieady a tendency to divide and .separate 
in the Anglo-Indian community of Calcutta , several 
circles aie now foimmg wheie one alone foimerly 
embiaced the whole of the lesident gently. In a less 
extensive population, every body of a ceitam lank 
became acquainted with each other, and visited with- 
out lefeience to supenonty of income, or of the dif- 
feient degiees of honoui attached to then individual 
occupations and pui suits , but as the numbei of 
lesidents have mci eased, they have been attracted 
to each other by similanty of cncumstances New 
aruvals have become too numeious to excite general 
obseivation and attention, and the hospitality which 
they expei lence is confined to those to whom they 
have been paiticularly recommended Now that there 
is a choice of visitors, people aie beginning to be 
fastidious, and to look with disdain upon parties 
which aie not select, and in a shoit time Calcutta 
will lesemble London m its exactions of certain pass- 
poits and ciedentials foi admission into the best 
society When to visit at the Government parties 
ceases to confei any distinction, the leading people 
of the presidency will only give their attendance 
when it cannot be avoided Invidious differences 

deshabille, wearing white calico jackets, and carrying white beaver 
hats under their arms , others were lequested to withdraw in 
consequence of the unruliness of their demeanour , while those 
who were too well conducted to transgress the bounds of decorum, 
spent their time m a very uncomfortable state of restiaint. On 
one of these guests being asked, how he w’as amused at the 
party, he replied, “ Pietty well, five or six of us got together 
and sat down ” This person brought his invitation with him to 
England m order to convince the incredulous 
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will be made between private and public nights, 
and the feelings of those who are excluded will 
continue to festei, upon the discovery that little or 
nothing has been gained by a lelaxation of couit 
etiquette. At no penod has exclusion fiom Govern- 
ment-house rendeied the party ineligible to admission 
to pnvate society m Calcutta, wheie the distinctions 
aie ceitamly not more invidious to Etuopeans than 
those of any otliei city. 

The position of Indo-Butons at Government-house 
is somewhat singular, and it peihaps would have 
been advisable to have extended invitations to lespec- 
table persons of that class In this case, native 
prejudice has been moie considered than the ansto- 
cratic feeling which has excluded letail dealeis, who 
boast an unsullied descent fiom Euiopean parents 
The natives look down, 01 at least have looked down, 
with gieat contempt upon a mixed bleed, which 
upon the maternal side must have spiung fiom the 
lowest or the least virtuous class of society , and 
Anglo-Indians, who chose to associate with the half- 
caste childien of the soil, foifeited then claims to mix 
among their equals To be seen m public with, 
or to be know r n to be intimate at the houses of 
Indo-Butons, was fatal to a new aiuval in Calcutta, 
there w T as no possibility of emerging’ fiom the shade, 
01 of making fi lends 01 connections m a higher 
sphere The better classes of the Euiasians, as it is 
now the fashion to call them, bore then exclusion 
with more equanimity than the European shop- 
keepers, though ceitamly then case was the liaider 
of the two , many weie mei chants on a very extensive 
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scale, whose occupation could not be objected to, the 
tint of theii skm being the only thing against them 
Latterly, however, a great stn has been made by this 
portion of the community, who, m the oiations with 
which the Town Hall has lang, and the appeals 
issuing from the pi ess, descant with moie eloquence 
than judgment upon the wiongs of their countiy, 
sometimes aiiogatmg to themselves the gloiy of their 
maternal ancestois, and at others claiming the lights 
of Englishmen, and demanding to be placed m official 
situations undei a government which they lepresent 
to be little bettei than an usurpation 

Foi a veiy long penod, no half-caste was admitted 
into Government-house, mamages with this class of 
the community weie discouraged by banishment fiom 
society, and even by the foifeituie of office. Neveitlie- 
less, the chaims of the daik-eyed beauties pi evaded, 
a man of high lank conti ived to mtioduce his wife, 
othei mamed ladies weie admitted, theie being no 
longei any plea foi their exclusion, but it was still 
a long time before exceptions wei e made m favour of 
illegitimate daughtei s Sevei al succeeding Governors- 
geneial positively refused to admit them , and it is 
not exactly known how theii entiance was effected 
at last. These young ladies form the only individuals 
of theii sex who enjoy greatei pnvileges than are 
allowed to the masculine poition of the same class. 
Emancipation from the restuctions which oblige them 
to move m a very mfei lor grade of society, lias been 
rigidly denied to the sons of Europeans by native 
women, then only employments leading to wealth 
have been wholly meicantile, and the gieatei numbei 
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have been only qualified to fill the lowei orders 
of cleikships. At the orphan schools, the sisters of 
families are taught to dance , but that accomplish- 
ment is not considered necessary m the education 
of the brothers, and the young ladies, conscious of 
then supenor prospects, look down upon then male 
relatives with undisguised disdain. Neaily all the 
females aspire to marriages with Europeans, ’and are 
with great reluctance prevailed upon to unite them- 
selves to pel sons of their own class The men aie less 
ambitious , they are afraid of being despised by their 
wives, or perhaps, in consequence of the greater 
difficulty of forming alliances amongst peisons of a 
different complexion, are content to match with those 
of then own condition * 

The city of Calcutta is indebted to the Marquess 
Wellesley foi the election of Government-house. 
Pi evious to the appointment of that nobleman to the 
viceioyship of India, there was nothing m the city 
worthy of the name, or at all supenor to the residence 
m Fort Wilham, intended for the retieat of the 
Governor-general m the event of the attack of the 
city by a hostile force A great part of the fuinituie 
and ornamental decorations weie pui chased at the sale 
of Geneial Claude Mar tine’s effects at Lucknow , but 
they are little worthy of the edifice. There are a few 

* It cannot tie too strongly impressed upon the reader’s mind, 
that these exclusions originated m the prejudices of the natives, 
who, while professing their willingness to be governed by Euro- 
peans, absolutely refused to submit to persons springing from 
outcast females Hence the impossibility of admitting half-castes 
into the Company’s army 
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good poi traits in the council chambei, those of Lord 
Clive and Mi Hastings being esteemed fine specimens 
of the ait, altogether, however, the intei 101 disap- 
points, falling far shoit of the expectations raised 
by the size and external grandeur of the building, 
and the powei of the Government by which it has 
been elected. Its pinnacles are the favourite resort 
of the argcclah, or butcher-bn d, commonly called the 
adjutant It is said that every one of these animals 
has its peculiai 1 oostmg-place, and, as they stand 
motionless on then peiclies, they are frequently mis- 
taken at a little distance foi stone appendages of the 
building. 

Notwithstanding the exclusions which aie descubed 
to be so “ festeung to the feelings,” the walls of 
Government-house have witnessed an odd melange 
of guests, many have stiutted in gieat impoitance 
along its lighted saloons, whose pietensions to such 
an lionoui would have been consideied more than 
doubtful m England. 

The enhe is extended to captains of fiee-tiadeis, 
some of whom seem lather out of their element m 
fashionable paities , but the honours paid to mei chants 
m the naval seivice aie, in the present day, as nothing 
compaied to the glones of then reception befoie the 
tiade was open, and when they bi ought intelligence 
ai dently looked-for, and supplies of still gieatei im- 
poitance Foimeily, the commandant of an Indiaman 
was leceived m Calcutta with a loyal salute* Ins 
colonial lank was equal to that of a post-captain m 
the royal navy, and he was not less of a bashaw in the 
state-apaitments of Government-house than on the 
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boaids of his own quaitei-deck. Skippeis of chai- 
teied vessels tiadmg to India weie aspnants for seats 
m the dnection , they made enoimous fortunes by the 
sale of their caigoes, and a passage home m their 
floating hotels amounted to a sum, the intei est of 
which would have maintained a moderate peison m 
comfoit foi life. Old Indians aie fond of leveitmg to 
these glonous days, when money was plenty and news 
scaice , when vessels weie a yeai upon theii voyage, 
and their fieight, always insufficient to supply the 
demand, sold at the most extiavagant puces , when 
people contrived to get in debt uponpuncely foi tunes, 
and accustomed themselves to so lavish a profusion of 
money, that they found they could not leturn home 
unless they had the Bank of England at their command. 
It was m these days that the paities at Government- 
house Avere m then glory When the visitants felt 
then impoitance, and were looked up to by the mfe- 
noi oideis of the community as kings and punces, 
men high m office nevei appealed without then cliob- 
dars , and all the natives Avhom they met iveie obliged, 
according to the custom of the countiy, to alight fiom 
then vehicles, and lemam standing until they had 
passed It Avas necessary, in eailiei times, foi the 
English luleis to imitate the state and giandeui of the 
native potentates m then neighbouihood, who insisted 
upon this maik of lespectful homage, and to Avhich 
Europeans resident at then couits Avere compelled, 
hoAvevei reluctantly, to submit 

In a lettei, dated 177G, Ave see Iioav deeply the 
indignity, thus sustained by an Englishman, lankled 
m his mind. Speaking of the death of Cossim Ally 
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Khan, who had expenenced gieatieverses, and exphed 
in poveity without friends 01 followeis, the wnter, an 
officer in the Company’s service, says . “ In passing 
by Ins children the othei day, I could not help i ecol- 
lectmg the having once, at Patna, been obliged to 
dismount fiom my lioise, and wait a-foot till his 
letinue had passed me, befoie I was peimitted to 
mount again 01 to letire. I could have done the same 
by his childien ; but I beai no malice, and besides he 
could not well have Known it himself” At Delhi and 
Lucknow, the approach of the king is still announced 
by kettle-di ums, -which wain all othei passengeis to 
get out of the way, all the umbiellas aie fulled, and 
the people who are unable to effect a reti eat ai e obliged 
to descend from then carnages and stand on foot, 
with folded hands, while the loyal peisonage passes. 
The Resident alone is peimitted to keep Ins cliatlah 
ovei Ins head in the presence of the king of Oude, 
the rest of the Euiopeans being still obliged to endure 
the scoiching rays of the sun unsheltered, while they 
have the honour to be in the monarch’s company. 

Such customs weie only kept up by Euiopeans as 
long as they -were positively necessaiy. The Governor- 
general now goes about Calcutta, not only without 
state, but in the humblest mannei , the piesent vice- 
roy * having, it is said, upon moie than one occasion, 
asked a seat m a buggy of a stiangei, who did not 
guess the lank of his companion until he was lequested 
to diive to Government-house, like the most cele- 
biated caliph of Bagdad, he w as fond of pei ambulating 
the city incog. Though, m foimei times, such conduct 
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would have bi ought the Government into contempt, 
the natives of Calcutta aie now so much accustomed 
to the unostentatious mode of living pursued by the 
Fennghees, that they have lost a gieat pait of the 
astonishment it formeily excited, still, they aie of 
opinion that England must be a very poor counti y, in 
which people live so miseiably that they do not 
know how to assume the state to which they might 
aspire m India 

Eveiy native, however, who comes to England, 
e\pi esses Ins suipuse at the splendoui which meets hi3 
gaze The numbei and magnificence of the equipages 
paiticulaily attract their notice At one of the late 
diawmg-iooms, two suwais, who have made their way 
to the Couit of Dnectois fiom the Uppei Pi o vinces, 
expressed then admiration in a very lively mannei of 
the carnages and lioises winch they saw assembled m 
St. James’s Stieet Seveial officers who spolce their 
language wei e amongst the spectators, and they denved 
infinite gratification fiom the questions and lemarks 
of these men They asked whethei there weie many 
othei cities of eqmd size and splendour m England, 
and confessed that they had no expectation of seeing 
the w ealth and comfort which were displayed in all 
dnections The quantity of goods exjiosed in the 
shops, and the abundant clothing worn by all tanks 
of the people, excited their suipuse, and they will 
piobably go back astonished that any body should be 
induced to leave a land flowing with liches of every 
description to seek then foi tunes m so pool a country 
as India. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

ARRAH 

The beauties of the piovmce of Behai have become 
extensively known from numeious drawings and litho- 
giaphs, by the pencil of Sii Chailes D’Oyley, whose 
views of this part of India and of Dacca are m posses- 
sion of all who have the means of gratifying a taste 
foi the splendid sceneiy of our Indian territones 
Rivei tiavelleis have little oppoitumty of judging of 
the richness and feitility of this fine tiact of country, 
since its aspect towaids the Ganges is less luxuriant 
than that of the greener shores of its neighbour, Ben- 
gal , but in penetiatmg a little into the intenoi, eveiy 
step is fi aught with objects replete with interest. The 
pi ovince is not destitute of hills , and the whole sur- 
face is sufficiently undulated to give variety and 
picturesqueness to the views, which are distinguished 
by a quiet kind of beauty exceedingly delightful to 
the eye Numerous mosques and pagodas, peiched 
on rocky eminences, 01 embosomed m trees, form the 
principal featuies, diversified occasionally by fine old 
Moosulmaun tombs in equally happy situations. 

Anah, a small, and, as it is technically termed, 
civil” station, five-and-thnty miles west of Patna, 
is one of the prettiest places of the kind in India. The 
society is very limited, seldom consisting of moie than 
five families, those of the judge and the collectoi, their 
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respective assistants, and a surgeon. Not many Euio- 
pean stations aie without indigo factones m then im- 
mediate vicinity, but when they aie few m numbei, a 
vai lety of circumstances may occui to pi event then con- 
tnbutmg then quota to the society of the place The 
on ners aie not always lesident, and where thei e aie nq 
ladies in the family, m those seasons of the yeai in 
which the plantei is wholly occupied by thepioeess of 
manufacturing the indigo, there can be little commu- 
nication between him and Ins neighbouis Sometimes 
the station is neaily deseited, the judge and the collec- 
toi betaking themselves to the woods, and making the 
circuit of the distnct in puisuance of then official 
duties ' 

It was at one of these penods that I paid my first 
visit to this beautiful spot ; and though it could 
scaicely be dignified by the name of an adventuie, it 
foimed one of the most interesting and lomantic inci- 
dents of a journey of seven hundied miles, undei taken 
alone, and "with so limited a knowledge of the lan- 
guage as scaicely to peimit me to boast of any 
acquaintance with it at all An ah had been mentioned 
by the post-master at Benaies (fiom which station, 
aftei a lest of a few days, my journey had been con- 
tinued) as a convenient haltmg-.place foi twenty-foui 
horns, since, befoiel leached it, passing the hot penod 
of each day at Ghazeepoie and Buxai, I must be thiee 
nights upon the load, a prospect thieatenmg conside- 
lable fatigue, with the few chances of obtaining any 
thing save bioken and lestless slumbeis offered by 
a palanquin On my amval at Buxai, wheie I had 
expected to be furnished with letteis of introduction 
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to one of the piincipal families,, I learned that all the 
mail led people weie absent fiom then homes. The 
unbounded hospitality exeicised all ovei India len- 
deied this information immaterial, as fai as my comfoit 
was concerned , I could have no hesitation m entenng 
the house of an Euiopean m the absence of its owneis, 
as. I felt assuied that it would not, when lepoited to 
them, be consideied an mtiusion , but that, on the 
contraiy, they would only legiet that they had not 
been at home to leceive me. I felt anxious, however, 
to obtain some sort of ciedential to supply the want 
of oial communication, and was tlieiefoie furnished 
by the post-master with a lettei, wntten in Persian, 
and addiessed to the seivant m cliaige of the house 
belonging to the judge 

I left a dinnei-paity at Buxar (winch I had leached 
m the morning) about eleven at night, and m con- 
sequence of a mistake in the directions given to the 
beams, who wei c not m attendance at the end of the 
fiist stage, did not amve at An all until eight m the 
morning. The mansion of the Buna Sail was easily 
found, and in going up to the piincipal entiance, the 
woitliy old sndai-beaiei aioused himself fiom a very 
comfoitable lepose, which he was enjoying m the 
veiandah, to do the honouis of the house. It was 
veiy evident that he could not lead a woid of the 
lettei, which he twisted about in his hands with a 
hopeless expression of countenance , but, nevertheless, 
he was quite piepaied to lendei me eveiy seivice m 
Ins powei, and as we could not compieliend a single 
syllable which we addiessed to each other, he very 
judiciously made my amval known to the only Eui o- 
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peans m the place, two young gentlemen, assistants 
to the magistiate and civil suigeon. Previou£*to the 
amval of these visitois, he led the way to the apart- 
ments he had destined for my use, and I had excellent 
reason to be delighted with the splendour of my 
accommodation. Whilst pel ambulating the numeious 
chambers of this spacious mansion, undei the supenn- 
tendence of my dusky esquire, by a very slight sti etch 
of the imagination I could fancy myself in the situa- 
tion of a heiome of a fany tale, followingtheguidance 
of a stiange conductoi tluough the labynntlis of some 
enchanted castle I certainly had nevei expected to 
see so perfect a realization of my youthful visions of 
the splendid letreat of the White Cat, the sohtaiy 
palace of the King of the Black Islands, 01 the domicile 
of that most gracious of beasts, the intei estmg Azor. 
Long suites of lofty and beautifully-furnished apait- 
ments extended on eveiy side , in the verandahs hung 
numerous cages filled with brilliantly-plumed buds, 
from the langes of Nepaul, lare even in then neigh- 
bouring plains , an immense chameleon had taken up 
its abode m a tree planted in a large tub, and enclosed 
with lattice- woik, and many othei objects equally 
cunous met my gaze , but I defened a neaiei inspec- 
tion until I had changed my attire, and, aftei ciossmg 
several handsome rooms, leached a bed-chambei, 
which opened into a boudon and bathing-ioom, the 
piettiest of their kind which I had yet seen m India. 
A soi t of tei raced veiandah, shut m by a balustrade, 
and leading down by a flight of stone steps into a 
beautiful garden, stretched along one side of these 
delightful chambers, the prospect fiom this balcony 
VOL II. i 
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w as loveliness itself, beyond the bright paiteires of 
flowei* a small lakelet spiead its calm and silveiy 
waters, while the back-ground was filled up gloriously 
with masses of foiest-tiees, bearing the richest luxu- 
riance of foliage. 

Weaiyand a wandeier, as I sat down amidst all 
this pomp of scenery, and surveyed the luxuries of 
the habitation which had become my temporary abode, 
I could not 1 epress the vain v ish that I had ai rived 
at the end of my pilgrimage, and that I w as destined 
to pass the remainder of my life m a letreat so well 
adapted to my taste, and presenting so many objects 
of attraction — books, pictuies, flowers, and birds — to 
a mind already sin inking from the turmoils and 
tioubles of the woild. And now r , when involved m 
caies and anxieties, smuggling against difficulties, and 
peiplexed by the peiveise accidents of life, I cannot 
refiam from casting wostful glances back to that 
beautiful spot, sighing, as fancy tells me how calmly 
and tranquilly existence w'ould have worn out in 
scenes so congenial to a wearied spirit. My toilette 
w r as speedily completed , and, notwithstanding my 
raptuies — breakfast being now a subject of consider- 
able importance — I established myself m a splendid 
diawmg-ioom, which, amongst its other embellish- 
ments, boasted a very excellent collection of books, 
langed in chiffoniers, which stood betw een large panels 
m the walls, filled up with oil paintings fiom the 
pencil of the accomplished master of the house * 
decorations ratliei unusual in India, where it is so 
difficult to cultivate a taste foi the fine arts, and where 
so many active enemies aie at woik to destroy' the 
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external appearance of volumes, geneially worn- 
eaten and moth-eaten, if not wholly destroyed by 
white ants. 

I had almost forgotten, ovei a new novel, my 
vexation at the obtuseness of the sn dar-beai ei , who 
was at once the civilest and the stupidest of men, and 
who could not be made to undei stand that I required 
a bottle of tea, which I had bi ought with me, to be 
waimed for my morning’s repast, when my studies 
weie intei rupted by the amval of the two gentlemen 
before mentioned, who hastened to pay their 1 espects 
to the strangei, and to offer refreshment. My wish, 
it appealed, had been anticipated, foi my visitors were 
speedity followed by their seivants, who spiead a 
veiy excellent bieakfast on the table, bi ought from 
the hospitable residence of my new friends, and which 
explained the unwillingness of the old sndar to exeit 
the powers of his art upon my humble bottle of tea 
he knew that there was better piovision at hand, and 
he was also fully awaie of the bieakfastmg piopensity 
of Anglo-Indians The natives of Hmdostan, though 
able to suppoit long fasts, aie by no means partial to 
abstinence fiom food beyond the usual lioui fai 
then meal, and leadily entei into the feelings of 
Emopeans, where eating is concerned The common 
beaiers, on a ddl journey, will suggest the necessity 
of the traveller’s taking some refreshment, and will 
readily exert themselves m proeui mg and piepaung 
anything that a village bazaai may affoid. 

The lage of hungei being repiessed, I entei ed into 
conversation with the gentlemen who weie at once 
my entertainers and my guests, and learned from them 

r 2 
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'some very interesting particulars relative to the state 
of the piovmce. 

On passing along the road leading to the house of 
the judge., which is situated at the end of the village, 
I was struck with the similitude between the scenery 
of this far and foreign land with that which so 
fiequently occuis m England It looked like the 
appioach to some populous hamlet, clustered •with the 
houses and grounds of countiy gentlemen. The man- 
sions of the European residents were too completely 
embosomed in trees to betray their Asiatic air, a 
small pagoda or two easily passed as a fantastic por- 
tei’s lodge , and a large open forge, together with a 
yaid closely resembling that of a wheelwright, com- 
pleted the illusion The village, whose outskirts had 
alieady attracted my attention, became indelibly 
engraved upon my memory by the narrative of some 
exceedingly shocking events which had lately occurred 
in it. 

During a long series of years, the domestic quietude 
of Auah had not been disturbed by brawls or blood- 
shed , its inhabitants appeared to be a quiet, inoffensive, 
industiious race, lemoved from all temptation to 
commit outrages on the persons 01 puises of their 
fellow-creatures In the midst or this tranquillity, 
the judge was sui prised by the sudden appearance of 
a peasant, who, with looks betokening the most dneful 
alarm, informed him, that m ploughing a field m the 
close vicinity of the village, he had tinned up the 
eaith which covered the corse of a newly-muidered 
man The judge immediately pioceeded m person 
to the spot, attended by the cutwal of the place, and 
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other officials. The body had been stripped , but, by 
some accident, the knife, -with "which its hasty sepul- 
ture had been effected, had dropped into the grave 
Upon farther search, a vast number of human remains, 
m various stages of decomposition, wei e discovered , 
the field, indeed, appealed to be a perfect Golgotha, 
and as no one had been missed from the neighboui - 
hood, it followed that the victims must be strangers. 
The horrible sj stem of Thitggy had not, at that 
period, been fully developed, noi was it supposed to 
be practised in any pait of this x\ ell-governed province, 
which had as yet escaped the infamous celebrity 
acquit cd by so many of its neighbours The only 
due to the perpetrator of these fearful muideiSAias 
afforded by the knife, for suspicion failed to rest upon 
any inhabitant of the quiet Milage, vdiere it appealed 
no man distrusted Ins neighbour yet, as it -was 
scarcely possible that professional banditti could exist 
so close to a populous place "w itliout the kno-w ledge 
of the police, the slaughter was deemed to be the 
work of a single assassin, living in the heart of a 
■well-regulated community, and outwardly confoiming 
to its simple and harmless practices. Farther im esti- 
gation established the truth of this conjecture. The 
knife vas acknoAvledged at once by the blacksmith of 
the Aillage to be Ins oivn workmanship, he had ma- 
nufactuied many such , but a difficulty remained m 
tracing it to the purchaser The ow ner of a toddy- 
shop, the only person aaIio xvas m the habit of offering 
accommodation to travellers and A\ayfarers— the class 
to A\lnch the unfortunate victims evidently belonged 
— "w us a\ ell-knoA\ n as a customer, and his appi ehension 
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led to a disclosuie of tlie frightful details of his 
infamous calling 

Dissipated and profligate chaiacteis alone, m India, 
indulge m the permcious habit of drinking feimented 
liquors , tiavelleis of this descuption, alluied by the 
intoxicating beveiage offered by the owner of the 
toddy-shop, were induced to take up then quarters 
foi the night under his roof. They weie readily 
stupified by the effects of this potent spirit, and m 
that helpless condition easily became the piey of their 
tieacheious host It i\as his custom to strangle the 
unfoitunate wretches who fell into his toils, and, 
after stopping, to buiy them in a convenient field 
Usually, he made the graves too deep for any ordinary 
accident to reveal tlieir hideous secrets , but, upon the 
last occasion, some unforeseen cncumstance retaided 
tlie perpetration of the mui der to so late an hour, that 
he had not time to take the pioper precautions, and 
the whole mystery of his abominable occupation was 
laid open to his shuddering neighbours The confes- 
sion of the assassin placed the matter beyond all doubt, 
and his execution restoied the quiet village of Airah 
to its usual charactei of innocence and peace Thugs 
aie generally greganous, but this monstei, though 
evidently belonging to the tube designated by that 
name, pui sued his dreadful trade alone. 

One of the lelators of the foregoing incident 
lemaiked, that he had the authority of a veiy respect- 
able native foi believing that piactised murdeieis 
fiequently pi owl about the roads and villages m 
disguise, appai ently m so helpless a condition as to 
disarm the suspicions of travellers, -who, stiong, active, 
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and courageous, enteitam no appiehension from the 
sinister designs of w'ltheied, wietclied-looking objects, 
whom they could annihilate at once with a blow. 
u The nanatoi of the following incident,” continued 
my kind entertainer, “ was pioceeding homeward from 
Lucknow, together with some others of his fi lends who 
resided neai his abode, befoie they had quitted the 
Oude fiontier they fell m with a Mussulman faquccr, 
who was appai ently travelling in the same dnection. 
As is often the case with native travellers (and the 
custom, by the way, affords great facilities to Thugs), 
a proposal was made that they should join company , 
this was agieed to, and the party proceeded forward. 
A little fai tiler on they met another person whose 
abject and scaicely human appeaiance excited disgust 
as well as compassion He begged piteously for alms, 
and lepiesented himself to be in a staivmg condition 
The nanatoi, a Rohilla Patan, of some blood, felt 
indignant at the intiusion of this squalid stranger, 
who, not content with asking chanty, demanded to be 
allowed to tiavel on in company , the lest of the party 
except tli efaquecr, who was not so sciupulous, objected 
also. The faqueer , howevei, assuied the new comei 
of Ins piotection, and gave him some 1 ice, which he 
had got ready-cooked, and with this disagreeable 
addition to then number, the company pioceeded. 
Towards the evening of that day, the whole of the 
tiavelleis amved neai a village, in which it was pio- 
posed to lest during the night to this all except the 
faqucer agieed, but he had some vow to peifoim, 
which obliged lnm to take up Ins quaiters undei a 
tree, and, having selected one for the puipose, he 
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pulled out lus nanal, or smoking appaiatus, spread 
his carpet, and asked the mendicant, to whom he had 
shewn so much kindness, to go into the village and 
get him a piece of lighted charcoal The mam body, 
after exchanging compliments, parted, and went on 
towaids the village, but they had scarcely pioceeded 
four hundred yards before they heard a cry coming 
from the duection of the place where they had left 
then late companions Running back with all haste, 
they found \hefaqitccr and his miserable-looking guest 
struggling on the giound , but before they could 
leach the combatants, the former had got the better 
of lus adveisary, whom he was holding down A 
knife and a divided noose were lying on the ground. 
The faqucei explained the circumstances m which he 
had been discovered, in the following manner his 
faithless messenger had pretended to go upon the 
eirand to the village, but, instead of pioceeding 
thithei, had hidden lnmself beneath some bushes, and, 
watching his opportunity, while thefaquco was busy 
about Ins smoking matenals, stole softly behind him, 
and contuved to throw a noose over his head. The 
attack would have been rendered instantaneously 
fatal, had not the faquecr, while ignoiantof Ins danger, 
put his hand to his thioat, and luckily got his fingeis 
entangled m the coid, which pi evented ltfiom being 
so closely and tightly drawn as is usual m similar 
attempts. Moie piovidentially still, he had a knife 
in his girdle , this he drew, and having severed the 
noose, he thiew himself on the villainous Thug , who, 
now compelled to tiust to personal stiength alone, was 
speedily worsted m the conflict. The assassin being 
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secured, it was pioposed that he should suffer death 
upon the spot, a punishment he justly meiited , but 
which, notwithstanding the abundance of proof, w ould 
not perhaps be inflicted by the judicial authouties of 
a countiy so ill -governed as that of Oude, where the 
greatest criminals aie frequently allowed to escape , 
but the faqueer again interceded m behalf of the 
ungiateful wretch, and, at his earnest persuasion, the 
lest of the party agieed to let him go. The Jaqueo 
was not, howevei, inclined to suffei his prisoner to 
-escape altogethei without leceiving some punishment 
for Ins misdoings ; he said that he could not part -with 
him "without giving him a token m lemembrance ot 
his late adventuie, and, sharpening Ins knife, he cut 
off the Thug’s nose, and then gathenng Ins effects 
iogethei, pursued his journey with gieat coolness and 
composui e. 

“ Knowing the nanator of this stoiy,” continued 
my new fnend, “ to be a man of lespectable charactei 
and undoubted veracity, as he assured me that he was 
an eye-witness of the whole affair, I have no doubt 
.whatever that the incident actually occuned. From 
another intelligent native, with w hom I convei sed on 
the subject of those numerous hordes of banditti which, 
dunng so many ages, have been supposed to infest 
various parts of Hmdostan, I learned that there existed 
a tiadition wdnch imputed the massacre of three 
thousand Thugs to the empeior Shah Jehan, who 
pursued these wretches with a secret but unremitting 
enmity, m consequence of the muider of one of his 
officers The story is thus told, and, though not so 
well authenticated as many of a similar description, 

l 3 
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there being no diiect evidence of the facts 1 elated, is 
genexally believed by those who have handed it down 
fiomthen foiefatheis 

“ An officei of high 1 epute, as w r ell as great pei sonal 
couiage, was sent by the empeioi on a confidential 
mission to Bengal. Having fulfilled his mstiuctions, 
he set out on his letum to the capital, and while upon 
the load, fell in with a consideiable body of Thugs 
Being of a waiy and cncumspect disposition, and, 
moreover, well acquainted with the habits and man- 
ners of this descuption of robbeis, he was upon his 
guaid, and as they daxed not make an open attack, 
he knew that he was only in dangei from stratagem 
Completely alive to all the devices of his enemies, tile 
first paity, who tracked his route to a considerable 
distance, w r eie unable to take him at disadvantage, 
and being at length weaiy of the puisuit, they made 
him ovex, fox a sum of money, to a fiesli band, who 
weie easily incited by the repoit of the uch effects 
which he earned about with lnm, to attempt to possess 
themselves of them. These villains weie as unsuc- 
cessful as their piedecessors , they found the muidei 
beset wnth too many difficulties to be accomplished, 
and, meeting with another set of their associates, w r lio 
weie buoyed up with inflated notions of then own 
cleverness, they made the same baigam wntli them 
which had foi merly appeal ed so promising to them- 
selves The officei continued to be so stnctly upon 
Ins guaid, that these new assailants had not a single 
oppoitumty of appioaclung Ins person, until he had 
nearly reached the end of his journey The traveller’s 
horse becoming quite exhausted, while in the midst 
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of a vide plain, it was absolutely necessaiy to afford 
the wearied animal a slioit lcspite , and dnecting the 
sycc to clean his charge and then to keep watch unti 
he should aw ake, he laid himself dow n w ith his bundle 
of valuables by his side The sycc cleaned his mastei’s 
horse, but, as it might be evpected fiom a Hindoo 
domestic, neglected the latter pait of the command, 
and soon iveaiy of acting as sentinel, lay down and 
fell asleep A Thug, who was on the reconnoitie, 
ciept slowly and stealthily tlnougli the glass, and 
succeeded m flinging a noose o\ei the bundle, which 
was too heavy for him to cany off without assistance , 
he then reheated, but die officei, who only counter- 
feited sleep, aw are of the whole pioceeding, disengaged 
his pioperty from the snare, and fastened the noose 
louitd the leg of his less vigilant sycc. In consequence 
of tins manoeuvre, when two 01 tlnee of the confede- 
lates began to diaw in the line, instead of seeming 
the pn/e they sought, they got nothing but the asto- 
nished and half-stupified sycc The officer, with a 
laugh, mounted his horse and lode onwaid until he 
entered the capital Here he consideied himself safe, 
and lejotcing at having escaped so many and such 
dangeious enemies, entered, as lie began to feel hun- 
gry, the liou^e of a peison who kept a cook-shop, and 
oulered a hubuh, or dish of roast meat, for his legale 
He was shewn into an upper apartment, furnished foi 
the leception of visitois, and was soon supplied with 
w hat he i equii cd. A short time aftei w ards, a second 
guest appeared, who v r as ushered into the same room, 
and entei tamed m a similai manner Some time 
elapsed, eveiy thing remained quiet in the travelleis’ 
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apartment, who did not make their re-appearance, as 
the man of the house had expected them to do when 
they had finished then meal. Somewhat surpnsed, 
he lan up stairs, and was lionor-stiuck by the sight 
of a sti angled coipse lying on the floor. He lecognised 
an the muxdered man the person of the fiist traveller , 
his assassin had effected his escape through a small 
window Ovei whelmed as he was by this shocking 
catastrophe, the cook had sense enough to know, that 
unless he could give an explanation of the business 
sufficiently clear to satisfy the cutjval , he should not 
escape death, and perhaps not even then After some 
consultation with Ins wife and servant, he determined 
on concealing the affair altogether, he theiefoieput 
the body into a laige wide-mouthed jai, and tying 
some heavy stones about it, flung it into the nvei 
Muidei, they say, will out, and this case pioved one 
m point, foi the cook’s artifice did not succeed , the 
waters refusing to conceal this foul deed, cast up the 
jar, which rose to the surface of the stream It 
chanced that his majesty the empeior was sitting in 
an open balcony of his palace, and beheld the jar 
swimming down the liver. Curiosity, 01 some unde- 
finable motive, caused him to deteimme to see what 
foitune had sent m this adventuie, his commands to 
that effect weie speedily obeyed, the jar w r as fished 
out of the water, and the dieadful nature of its con- 
tents made manifest. The king, emaged bejond ail 
bounds by the discoveiy that such fearful acts weie 
pei petrated close to lus own residence, sent foi the 
culwal, and told him that he should lose his head un- 
less he bi ought the muidei er to punishment within a 
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given time The cuhval, stimulated by the feai of 
death, made stuct inquiry, but for a considerable 
period without success, at length he summoned all 
the potteis of the city, and placing the jar before 
them, it was recognised by the manufacturei s, and 
traced to the owner of the cook-shop The poor 
wretch loudly protested Ins innocence, and the king 
consented to spaie his life on condition of his bunging 
the real offender to justice. The cook’s wits weie 
sharpened by the danger m which he stood, and call- 
ing to mind the person of the second tiaveller, he 
succeeded, after some time, m pointing him out to the 
police. A 1 mg, which was identified as belonging to 
the murdered officer, being found amongst the gar- 
ments of the prisoner, placed the matter beyond a 
doubt, and Shah Jehan having examined lnm privately, 
and thus made himself acquainted with the fughtful 
natuie of thepiactices and the extensive combinations 
of the Thugs, dissembled deeply, and paidomng the 
offendei, rendered him the instiument of a more signal 
act of justice Thiough the agency of this person, he 
succeeded m persuading great numbers of professional 
Thugs to enter his service , it is said by some that he 
formed them into a distinct coips, but this was only 
a snare to ensuie then destruction, foi he turned 
then own arts upon them, and at a feast to which 
they were solemnly invited, he sunounded the mis- 
cieants with his guards, and they weie all cut to 
pieces ” y 

These narratives, and the discussions they produced, 
wore away the moi nmg , stories of murdered travel- 
ler, howevei fiequently told, ai e always invested with 
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a stiange charm, and in the last adventuie the intro- 
duction of the jar a (folded a pleasing lllustiation of 
the populai tale of The Forty Thieves. To a lover of 
those agieeable fictions which go under the name of 
th c A) ahan Nights, some of the most delightful cn- 
cumstances attendant upon tiavellmg m India, proceed 
fiom the lecognition of cunous things mentioned m 
the wild andwondeiful legends wlncli have beguiled 
so man)' houis of oui youth The fiist time I saw one 
of the cai then-waie jais in common use m Hindos- 
tan, fully capable of containing a man, standing m the 
small yard of a lespectable native's house, the mid- 
night sally of Moigiana learned to my mind, -with all 
the fieslmess and vividness made by the peiusal of 
hei couiageous exploit, m yeais long n umbel ed with 
the past 

The sun being on the decline, I was tempted, by 
the extieme beauty of the sunoundmg pleasure- 
grounds, to walk abioad, and, attended by the two 
gentlemen, enteied a flowei -garden, m wlncli, m 
addition to the blossoming plants common to India, a 
gi eat vanety of Euiopean exotics bloomed With 
the exception of balsams, single althaeas, and loses, 
very few of the out-of-dooi flowei s of English grow th 
aie to be seen m the gardens of Hmdostan , even the 
mignonette, though a native of Aiabia, is not common, 
but will thrive, like many otlieis, if a succession of 
fiesh seeds can bepioeuied , foi, unless the cultivators 
of distant places exchange then seeds with each othei, 
foieign productions soon dwindle and die away 

This lovely gaiden led to the banks of a laige tank, 
or rather lake, one of the most beautiful of those pieces 
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of artificial w ater with which the cultivated paits of 
India aie so profusely embellished In the centie, an 
island coveied with lustious flowenng slnubs, formed 
a nest for mnumeiable small white heions, with snowy 
ciests and feet of slnveied topazes Glancing m and 
out of the dark gieen foliage, skimming along the 
surface of the watei, 01 bending into it fiom the 
golden sands sloping fiom then flowery abode, these 
delicate cieatuies lecalled to the mmd the fanciful 
cieations with which pamteis delight to people then 
enchanted islands and haunts of fames At every 
step I was lemmded of the magic touches of Stanfield’s 
pencil, so exquisitely depicting the sceneiy m Obeion , 
01 of the still moie magnificent delineations of Paradise 
by Mai tin 

Opposite to a ghaut, or flight of steps, a supeib tree 
spieads its lofty and umbrageous canopy over a well. 
This monarch of the foiest being held in gieat leve- 
1 ence by the Hindoo population of the place, groups 
of natives weie gathered undei it, filling then water- 
pots, 01 pioceeding to and fio laden with those gi ace- 
ful vessels, which add such a pictuiesque effect to 
the finely-moulded foims and becoming garments of 
Indians of all castes The crimson splendouis of a 
setting sun thiew a uch glow upon eveiy object, and 
lit np the whole scene with hues divine. I have sub- 
sequently met with many pel sons to whom this glonous 
landscape was familial, and who spoke of it with 
indifference , but even undei the influence of w’eak 
health and considerable bodily fatigue, it appeared to 
me one of the loveliest spots of earth on which my 
eyes had evei rested 
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My companions pointed to a small tope, winch 
fringed the bolder of the tank, and told me that it 
had been for many yeais the abode of a faqueer, whose 
story was somewhat romantic. A former propuetor 
of this beautiful domain, in a promenade through his 
grounds, stumbled over a stiange unsightly object, 
which lay huddled up under a tree. On questioning 
this unfortunate 1 emnant of humanity, the miserable 
wretch told him that he foi a long time had not had 
any other sheltei than that which the boughs of the 
tiees affoided, 01 any food excepting the wild roots 
and bemes of the wood. He said that he had never 
been molested by the formei owner of the estate, and 
that he hoped he should not now be duven out from 
the lude asylum foi which he had conceived a stiong 
attachment. The eaily part of his life had been spent 
with credit m the Company's military service, but, 
unhappily, smitten with a loathsome disease, on pio- 
curmg his discliaige, Ins wife and family refused to 
receive him, and tluust him from the door, and he 
was compelled to wandei about at a distance fiom his 
fellow men, who abjuied companionship with a leper. 
The extreme miseiy of his existence lendered him 
totally 1 egai dless of life, 01 the means of suppoitmg it, 
and abandoning himself to fate, he lay down at night 
at the foot of a tiee, without any secunty fiom the 
attacks of wild animals, and exposed to the ravages 
of the jackals, so bold as to gnaw the dead flesh fiom 
his hands and feet as they prowled aiound him, the 
bones in many places being laid bare. But the suffer- 
mgs of this unfoitunate had now reached their climax 
-—he had met with a benefactoi at last His mental 
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and bodily grievances •were soothed and alleviated by 
the compassionate kindness of his new friend, and the 
pool outcast leper found that, under the guardianship 
of a faithful follower of the divine precepts of the 
Clmstian leligion, life had still many comfoits and 
much happiness m stole 

Mr G lost no time in building a commodious 

hut, m which the maimed object of his bounty would 
be effectually shelteied from the inclemencies of the 
weathei and the inclusions of wild beasts. The next 
acquisition of th efaqueer, aftei his establishment m this 
habitation, w r as lathei a singular one , he was piovided 
with a tattoo, or country pony, which had free liberty 
to graze on the adjacent pastures A beggar on horse- 
back is frequently talked about, but seldom seen, yet 
the exhibition is not veiy uncommon in India, where 
mendicity is a tiade, and wlieie pietendeis to sanctity 
ask alms while they are earned about in palanquins. 
The state of the poor leper’s feet lendeied some con- 
veyance necessary, and he had, m consequence of the 
various comfoits lavished upon him by Ins kind pio- 
tectoi, become sufficiently attached to existence to 
make an effort to preserve it. Accoidmgly, mounted 
on his pony, he took his daily rounds through the 
village , and those who had shunned him while ljmg 
deseited on the bare earth, now, that he had shaken 
off a portion of his wretchedness, and basked undei 
the favour of a great man, ciowded aiound him with 
gifts. He obtained an ample supply of food and gar- 
ments from the stoies of the villageis, and began to 
accumulate money, though foimerly so reckless of 
life and limb, as to remain at the mercy of savage 
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beasts, when possessed of an establishment of his own, 
he became lathei paiticulai respecting its arrange- 
ments, and, not liking the. way m which it had been 
thatched, oideied a new roof at his own expense , so 
true it is, that one acquisition always leads to the 
desiie of others. 

Th efaqueer, in all probability, died a rich man, for, 
although left to perish at the penod in which, disgusted 
with the ciuelty of the woild, he had abandoned 
himself to the most abject wietchedness, no one 
was deaf to the solicitations of a peison who had, 
tin ough the hands of a gentleman m universal estima- 
tion, leceived so many marks of the favoui of an over- 
1 uling Piovidence 

On my 1 etui n to the house, I found dmnei prepai ed, 
and the foundeis of the feast, taking leave, left me to 
the enjoyment of my lepast, and I again, while seated 
alone m an illuminated apaitment, and attended by 
strange domestics, who did then spiriting silently, 
might fancy myself in the castle of some enchantei. 
Noi was the illusion dispelled until I had quitted the 
mansion and was upon my load to Dmapoie, foi, m 
exploring the different chambers which led to the one 
m which I was to repose for the night, it was impos- 
sible to banish the lecollection of those numeious 
eriant dames m white muslin, whose adventuies, m 
long galleiies and interminable suites of deseited 
rooms, had cliaimed my fancy m days long past. 
Unlike the ladies of lomance, howevei, I enjoyed 
profound repose, and latliei unwillingly obeyed the 
summons of the old sndai, who knocked at my dooi 
to acquaint me that it was time to rise I quitted 
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An all with an indelible impression on my mind; 
but can never hope to convey to my leadeis the effect 
pi oduced by its wild tales and gorgeous scenery 


CHAPTER IX 

SKETCHES OF REMARKABLE LIVING CHARACTERS 

IN INDIA. 

CoroMi. Guimsrn — Tur BrccM Sminoo 

A rnw yeais ago, India piesented a wide field foi 
adventuie The disti acted state of the country, the 
ambitious piojects and conflicting intei ests of native 
princes, weie highly favouiable circumstances to those 
who brought with them a competent knowledge of the 
ait of w'ai and ofnulitaiy discipline, and whoprefeired 
a w'lld, enatic, roving life amongst the clnldien of the 
soil, to the legular service of the India Company. 
Tlieie aie two individuals still living m the Bengal 
piesidency, and occupying a distinguished, though 
smgulai, position m society, whose eventful caieer, 
if cu cumstantially related, could not fail to piove 
highly interesting. The geneial outlines of the history 
of the Begum Sumioo, and of Colonel Gaidmei, of 
Khasgunje, aie known to eveiy peison who has 
visited the theatre of then exploits, but veiy few are 
acquainted with the details , foi such is the shifting 
natuie of Anglo-Indian society, that it is impossible 
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to gain more than the passing information of the day, 
m places lendeied memorable fiom cncumstances of 
univeisal notonety, but of which nobody can give the 
particulars 

Some apology ought, perhaps, to be made for asso- 
ciating the name of so gallant and lnghly-i espected an 
officer as Colonel Gaidmei with that of the Begum, 
and her still more worthless husband , but as many 
persons who have not been in India, aie puzzled by 
the announcement of the marriages or projected 
marriages, of the daughteis of this gentleman with 
the nephews of the King of Delhi, an explanation of 
the circumstances which have produced these ap- 
parently extraoi dinaiy alliances, may prove acceptable 
The wntei of these pages does not pietend to know 
moie of Colonel Gardiner than the tongue of rumour 
could tell, or a casual meeting m society could afford , 
but so remaikable a person natuially made a stiong 
impression, and the anecdotes extant concerning him 
were too smgulai to be easily forgotten Colonel 
Gardiner’s tall, commanding figure, soldier-like coun- 
tenance, and military air, render his appeal ance very 
striking When at his own residence, and associating 
with natives, it is said that he adopts the Asiatic cos- 
tume, but while visiting a laige military station, m 
company with the lesident of Lucknow, he wore a 
blue suitout, resembling the undiess unifoim of the 
British army, but profusely ornamented with silk lace. 

Colonel Gai diner, who is a connexion of the noble 
family beanng that name, came out to India m the 
King’s seivice, which he soon aftei wards quitted. 
The cause of his resignation is variously related , and 
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m the absence of an authentic account, it would, 
perhaps, be wi ong to give sanction to any one of the 
reports afloat concerning it At this period, it was 
impossible to foresee that the tide of fortune would 
bung the Butisli Government of India into actual 
waifaie with the sovereigns of piovmces so far beyond 
the fiontier, that human ambition daied not contem- 
plate their subjugation Many loyal men were, there- 
foie, induced to follow the banneis of native princes, 
under the expectation that they nevei could be called 
upon to beai aims against then own countiy, but fate 
decieed it otherwise, and, m the Mahiatta war, those 
officeis who had enteied into Holkar s service found 
themselves m a very awkward piedicament, especially 
as they were not permitted a choice, 01 even allowed 
to iemain neutral, then new masteis endeavouring to 
foi ce them, upon pain of death, to commit ti eason to 
the land of then bnth, by fighting m the ranks of a 
- hostile force 

In some of the native couits the English were 
immediately put to death upon the approach of the 
enemy, 01 on the slightest suspicion of their fide- 
lity Upon more than one occasion. Colonel Gar- 
dmei, w ho, independent of hismihtaiy skill, possessed 
a thorough knowledge of the native charactei and 
leiy consideiable talent, penetrated the designs of his 
employeis, and withdiew m time fiom meditated 
tieacheiy, but his escape from Holkai w r as of the 
most hazardous descuption, not mfenoi in picturesque 
incident and personal jeopaidy to that of the lenowned 
Dugald Dalgetty, who was not moie successful in all 
lawful strategy than the subject of this too buef raemoii * 
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Anxious to secure tlae set vices of so efficient an 
officer, aftei all fan means had failed, Holkai tied his 
pnsoner to a gun, and thieatened lnm with immediate 
destiuction should he peisist m lefusmg to take the 
field with his ai my. The Colonel lemamed staunch, 
and, pei chance m the hope of tiling him out, the 
execution was suspended, and he was placed undei a 
guaid, who had oideis never to quit lnm foi a single 
instant Walking one day along the edge of a bank 
leading by a piecipitous descent to a livei. Colonel 
Gai dmei suddenly detei mined to make a bold effoi t to 
escape, and peiceivjng a place fitted to Ins puipose, he 
shouted out bismillah 1 1 m the name of God 1 ' and flung 
himself down an abyss of some foity oi fifty feet deep 
None weie inclined to follow lnm, but guns weie filed, 
and an alaim sounded m the town He lecoveied Ins 
feet, and making foi the uvei, plunged into it, aftei 
swimming foi some distance, finding that Ins pui suers 
gained upon him, lie took sheltei in a fi lendly covert, 
and with meiely Ins mouth above the watei, waited 
until they had passed , he then landed on the opposite 
side, and pioceeded by unfrequented paths to a town 
m the neighbourhood, which was undei the command 
of a fnend, who, though a native, and a servant of 
Holkai, he thought would afford him protection. This 
man piovedtiustwoitliy, and aftei iemaming concealed 
some time, the colonel ventuied out m the disguise of 
a glass cuttei, and leaclnng the Butish outposts in 
safety, was joyously leceived by Ins countiymen He 
was appointed to the command of a legiment of n re- 
gular horse, which he still letains, and his sei vices 
m the field, at the head of these bia\e sokheis, have 
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not been moie advantageous to the British Government, 
than the accurate acquaintance befoi e-mentioned, 
which Ins long and intimate association with natives 
enabled lum to obtain of the Asiatic chaiactei It 
was to Ins diplomatic skill and knowledge of the best 
methods of tieaty, that we owed the capitulation of 
one of those foimidable hill-foiti esses (Komulmair, m 
Mewar), whose 1 eduction by arms would have been 
at the expense of an immense sacrifice of human life. 
The commandant of the division despatched to take 
possession of it, wearied out by the prociastmatmg and 
indecisive spmt of the natives, would have stoimed 
the place at every disadvantage, had not Colonel 
Gaidinei persuaded him to entiust the negociation to 
Ins hands. The lesult pioved that he had made a 
just estimate of his own poweis the garrison agieed 
to give up the fortress on the payment of then ai rears , 
and Colonel Tod, m lus Aimak of Rajasthan, men- 
tions the circumstance as one highly honourable to the 
Bntish chaiactei, that, there being notmoie than four 
thousand rupees at the tune m the English camp, an 
oidei, wntten by the commandant for the lemainder, 
upon the shroffs or bankeis m the neiglibouihood, was 
taken without the least hesitation, the natives not 
having the slightest doubt that it would be paid upon 
presentation.* 

* The above passage is preserved entne for the purpose of 
retaining an anecdote, which shews the impression made by 
Bntish faith in India, and to afford an opportunity of apologizing 
to Colonel Tod for having inadvertently sought to deprive him 
of one of his laurels In a conversation with an officer who 
served at Komulmair, lie mentioned the circumstance of its capi- 



192 SKETCHES OF REMARKABLE 

The marriage of Colonel Gardiner foims one of tlie 
most smgulai incidents m his lomantic story In the 
midst of his hazaidous career, he carried off a Mahom- 
niedan princess, the sistei of one of the lesser potentates 
of the Deccan, who, though now reduced to compa- 
lative msignifiance, duiing the use and pi ogress of the 
Main attas w ere personages of considei able consequence. 

Ever the first to climb a toner. 

As venturous in a lady’s boner, 

the sacred recesses of the zenana were penetrated by 
the entei prising lover, who, at the moment in which 
his life was threatened by the brother's treachery, boie 
away his prize in triumph, and sought an asylum in 
anothei court 

An European, of popular manners and military e\- 

tulation, in consequence of Colonel Gardiner’s adroit method of 
dealing with the natives, as a story current in the camp, and not 
having Colonel Tod’s work upon Rajast’lian at hand to refer to, 
the writer told the tale as it was told to her, unaware that the 
gillant and learned author was in command at the time There 
is no British name connected w ith India for which she entertains 
so high a respect, and no history of the country to which she has 
lieen so deeply indebted foi sources of amusement and information 
In justification of herself, she can only ohsen e, that she stated 
in the commencement of her account of two very remarkable 
personages, that the whole of the details rested upon hearsay 
evidence, the chapter was originally wntten with a view to 
induce Colonel Gardiner to come forward with an autobiography 
full of entcrprize and interest, which would correct any misstate- 
ments made under circumstances so adverse to tlie collection of 
authentic information, and she can scarcely regret an inaccuracy, 
which could not detract from Colonel Tod’s high reputation, 
since it has drawn from his pen the clever article which appeared 
in a late number of the Asiatic Journal 
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perience, could m those days easily place himself at 
the head of a formidable body of soldieis, leady to 
follow his foi tunes, and ti ustmg to his anangements 
with the princes whose cause he supported, foi their 
pay, which was fiequently m arreai, 01 dependent 
upon the captuie of some ncli piovmce. In the 
command of such a troop, Colonel Gaidmei was a 
welcome guest wheievei lie went, and/until the affan 
with Holkar, he had always contrived to secuie his 
letieat whenever it -was piudent to commence a new 
caieei m anothei quarter. 

It is difficult to say what soit of budal conti act is 
gone tlnough betw'een a Moslem beauty and a Chns- 
tian gentleman, but the eeiemony is supposed to be 
binding , at least it is consideied so m India, a native 
female not losing the lespect of her associates by foim- 
mg such a connexion. Themaniage of Colonel Gai- 
dmei seems peifectly satisfactory to the people of 
Hmdostan, for the lady has not only continued stedfast 
m the Mahomedan faith, and in the stiict obsei vance 
of all the restrictions prescribed to Asiatic females of 
rank, but has bi ought up hei daughteis in the same 
religious persuasion, and m the same pi ofound seclu- 
sion, — points seldom conceded by an Euiopean fathei 
They aie, therefoie, eligible to match with the punces 
of the land, then mothei’s family connexions and high 
descent atoning for the disadvantage of foi eign ancestry 
upon the paternal side. Educated accoiding to the 
most approved fashion of an onental corn t, they ai e 
destmecf to spend the 1 emamder of then lives m the 
zenana, and this choice foi her daughteis shews that 
then mother, at least, does not consider exclusion from 

von. ii. K 
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tlie woild, in winch European women reign and revel, 
to be any hardship. 

So little of the spirit of adventure is how starring 
m India, that the Misses Gardiner, or the young Be- 
gums, 01 whatsoever appellation it may be most pro- 
per to designate them by, have not attracted the atten- 
tion of the enterprising portion of the Euiopean 
community Doubtless their beauty and accomplish- 
ments are blazoned in native society, but, excepting 
upon the occasion of an announcement like that re- 
feired to m the Calcutta periodicals, the existence of 
these ladies is seal cely know n to their father’s countrj - 
men icsidmg m India. Weaie ignoiant whether their 
complexions paitake most of the eastern or of the 
northern hue, or whethei they have the slightest idea 
of the privileges fiom which their mother’s adherence 
to Mahommedan usages has debaired them Their 
situation, smgulai as it may appear m England, ex- 
cites little 01 no intei est, nobody seems to lament that 
they weie not brought up in the Christian icligion, 01 
permitted those advantages which the half-caste off- 
spring of women of lowei rank enjoy, and, ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the case, the 
editois of the afoiesaid periodicals do not entei into 
any explanation of intelligence of the most staitlmg 
nature to English leadeis, w r ho, in their ignorance of 
facts, aie apt to fancy that Euiopean ladies m India 
are willing to enter into the zenanas of native pi mces 

Colonel Gardinei has of course adopted a great 
many of the opinions and ideas of the people with 
W'hom he has passed so great a portion of Ins time, 
and m his mode of living he may be teimed half an 
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Asiatic; this, however, does not pi event him from 
being a most acceptable companion to the Eui opean 
residents, who take the greatest delight m his society 
whenever he appeals amongst them His autobio- 
graphy would be a woik of the highest value, affoi cl- 
ing a picture of Indian policy, with which few be- 
sides himself have ever had an oppoitumty of becom- 
ing so intimately acquainted As he is still m the 
prime and vigour of existence, we may hope that some 
such employment of these "piping times of peace” 
may be suggested to lnm, and that he may be induced 
to devote the hours spent m letuement at Khasgunje 
to the wilting or the dictation of the incidents of his 
early life 

From a peisonal narrative of this natuie, we should 
become acquainted with the Condothcn, if they may 
so be stj’led, of India, and obtain an insight into all 
the complicated systems of mtngue and espionage so 
necessary to secure the mteiests of those splendid 
mercenaries Colonel Gardiner had a native follow ei 
attached to his service, whose exploits weieofthe 
most dating and lomantic charactei — a one-eyed fel- 
low, persons who m India are supposed to be compen- 
sated for the defect m their vision by a double allow- 
ance of sagacity. This man smoked his pipe m the 
tent of the Pmdairee chief the night befoie the 
British troops put his foi ces to the 1 out, and captui ed 
his women and baggage Had the authonties con- 
sented to act upon the intelligence bi ought by this 
accomplished spy, the camp might have been moie 
effectually surprised, and the leadei himself taken, 
but though the event proved that the mfoimation 

k 2 
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communicated by Colonel Gai diner was correct, the 
fidelity of his emissaiy was eithei distrusted, or the 
commandant did not choose to owe success to a person 
of his description 

In looking back upon past events, the Colonel occa- 
sionally expresses a regret that he should have been 
induced to quit the King’s service, in which, m all 
pi obability, he would have attained the highest rank , 
but, eminently qualified for the situation m which he 
has been placed, and moie than leconciled to the des- 
tiny which binds him to a foieign soil, the station he 
occupies leaves him little to desire, and he has it in his 
power to be still farther useful to society by unlocking 
the stoies of a mind fraught with infoimation of the 
highest intei est 

The life of the Begum Sumroo piesents a more ex- 
traoidmaiy tissue of events, extraordinary even in 
Asiatic annals, notwithstanding the numerous step- 
ping-stones to w r ealth and power which wei e offered 
to the enteipusmg in the wild and troublous peiiods 
of Indian misiule In early youth, this singulai 
woman attached heiself to a Geiman adventuiei, 
called by the natives Sumroo, but whether this ap- 
pellation was a conuption of Summers, a name he is 
said to have taken upon his entrance into the Com- 
pany’s service, 01 of a soubriquet supposed to have 
been bestowed upon him on account of his gloomy 
and saturnine aspect, is not known , both versions of 
the stoiy being equally euirent in India This man 
commenced his caieer m the East as a piivate soldiei 
in the English aimy, fiom which he speedily de- 
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seited, and made Ins "way to the Upper Piovinces He 
is descxibed as a low-born., uneducated person, soillite- 
late as not to be able to write his own name. He 
possessed talents, howevei, -which lecommended him 
to the notice of Cossim AH, nawaub of Bengal, who 
took him into favour, and gave him the command of 
his arm}'. While m the sex vice of this piince, Sum- 
100 perpetxated a deed which stamped his name with 
indelible infamy. Inviting the English lesidents at 
Patna to his table, while partaking with the most un- 
reserved confidence of the banquet, he gave a signal 
for a general massacre, and not one escaped the assas- 
sin’s daggei This act of peifidy proved as useless as 
it had been base and treacherous; the Company's 
troops under Majoi Adams speedily lecaptured the 
city, and soon aftei -waids the entiie conquest of Ben- 
gal obliged Cossim All and his followers to seek re- 
fuge at the couit of Sujah Bowl ah, nawab vizier of 
Oude. Dunng the lemamder of Ins life, English 
officers had often the moitification of seeing this lene- 
gade basking m the sunshine of favour at the courts 
of native punces , and though, as then stai pi evaded, 
he was compelled to try Ins foitune m more distant 
scenes. Ins piospenty daily mei eased He established 
himself at the head of a consideiable foice, who weie 
attached to his person, and wanted nothing but pay to 
be exceedingly effective Finding it difficult to satisfy 
them or then leadei, Nudjift Khan put him into pos- 
session of a veiy considerable jagAz? e, 01 lather a small 
principality, m the piovmce of Delhi, which the Be- 
gum retains to this day. 

Sumroo died m 1776, and, at his decease, the coips 
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■which he had raised was kept up m the name of Ins 
son, though the chief authority fell into the hands of 
the extraordmaiy woman who has since made so con- 
spicuous a figui e m Hmdostan. The origin of Zaib 
ul Nissa (ornament of her sex), a name which, as well 
as the title of Begum, was conferred upon her by the 
King of Delhi, is not knowrn By some persons it is 
said that she was a dancing-girl , and many are of 
opinion that she w r as a Caslimenan by birth, an idea 
which has ansen from the remarkable fairness of her 
complexion But though this is not a common cn- 
cumstance amongst the natives of Hmdostan, instances 
are sufficiently frequent to lender it very possible that 
she was born at Agra, the place m which she attached 
hexself to the fortunes of Sumioo 

Tliei e can be no doubt that the Begum possessed a 
moie than ordinary share of personal chaims, for, at 
an advanced age, the remains were very striking. She 
is rathei undei the middle size, delicately foimed, 
with fine-chiselled featuies, brillant hazel eyes, a 
complexion veiy little darker than that of an Italian, 
and hands, arms, and feet which Zoffam, the painter, 
declaied to be models of beauty Of these, though 
now grown fat and wrinkled, she is still justly proud. 

It is well known that, while apparently excluded 
from all share of authority , women m India m reality 
often obtain unlimited sway over their husbands’ pro- 
perty Little oi nothing is said of Sumroo’s son, but 
Ins widow, as she is called, speedily became a person 
of great importance By some of her contemporaiies 
it is aveired that, at a very early peiiod of life, "her 
highness” became a convert to the Roman Catholic 
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faith, which she now professes, and that she was 
man led to the German by the forms of that church , 
others seem to think these encumstances doubtful, 
and are of opinion that, like many Mahommedan 
women living with Europeans, she for a long penod 
retained her own leligion, though considering heiself 
as much the wife of hei protector as if he had fulfilled 
all the ceremonial of the Moslem contract. 

After the death of Sumioo, the Begum entered into 
another matrimonial engagement with a French ad- 
ventuiei, a Monsieur L’Oiseaux, or Le Vassu, who had 
been m the Malnatta service, under Geneial Pen on, 
and was afteiwaids employed by her as commandei- 
m-chief of the troops belonging to her jaghire Like 
many widows, the lady soon discovered that she had 
committed a grievous error in the choice of a second 
husband , but there are veiy few who could extricate 
themselves so boldly and artfully from the entanglement. 
The cause of the Begum’s earnest desne to get lid of 
her new lord is variously related , but, m all proba- 
bility, those persons are light who have attributed it 
to the desire winch the Frenchman manifested to 
return to Eui ope. 

Native women of rank and wealth are well aware 
that they will lose all then consequence m a foieign 
country, and they usually make it a sine qua non, that 
those whom they espouse shall agree to spend the 
remainder of their days m India. Naturally alarmed 
at a pioposition which seemed to be dictated by the 
purest selfishness, and which assuiedhei that she was 
indebted foi liei husband to the wealth she had amas- 
sed, and which he now desned to lavish amongst 
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strangei s to her, by whom she would be regarded as 
an object of contempt, she made-no outwaid opposition, 
but, dissembling, determined to ciicumvent a plan 
which threatened to be so injurious to her mteiests. 

Le Vassu was no match m diplomatic arts for his 
subtle wife , she pretended to enter with the gi eatest 
leadiness into the scheme, but conjured lnm to keep 
his intentions secret, lest the tioops, exaspeiated by 
the abandonment of their chief, should endeavour 
to detain them by foice While apparently engaged 
with the gi eatest alacrity in the collection of the 
gold and jewels which he pioposed to cany along 
with lum, she employed vai 1011s emissaries to inflame 
the minds of the people against the Fiencliman, and 
to represent Ins intended desertion m the most odious 
colouis These agents took care to contrast her love 
and devotion to the interests of those over whom she 
had been placed, with her husband’s base betiayal 
of then confidence , and when every thing was pre- 
paied accoiding to hei washes, she alarmed Le Vassu 
with 1 umours of an intended levolt. She assuied him 
that there w ould be the greatest difficulty m effecting 
then escape fiom a lnglily-e\cited people, w r ho had 
resolved upon their destruction should they be taken 
m the act of quitting the province, and declanng her 
deteimmalion nevei to smvive the disgrace of a 
capture, she lepresented the honors which would 
ensue in such a glowing manner, and w T orked so 
stiongly upon the imagination of her husband, that 
he agieed to follow her example, piomismg to kill 
himself should their paity be insufficient to quell 
the msui gents. 
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Having made these auangements, they set foiwaid 
on then journey, attended by a strong escort, and each 
being provided with pistols, which the lady well 
knew how to use. At the appointed spot, the escort 
was attacked, or apparently attacked, by a paity m 
the Begum’s interest, the guaids were put to the 
rout, and the fugitives seemed to be completely m 
the power of then supposed enemies. Theie was a 
gieat deal of confusion, and, amid several lepoits 
of musketry, news was brought to the bewildeied 
Frenchman, that the Begum had shot heiself. He 
instantly dismounted flora his elephant, and lushing 
to her palanquin, found the attendants m gieat afflic- 
tion and disorder, these people confiimed the fatal 
intelligence, giving as a proof the lady’s veil satui ated 
with blood. Knowing the resolute disposition of his 
wife, he concluded from this act of despair that all 
was lost, and, destitute of the resouices of a stiong 
mind, and unsuspicious of double-dealing, he saved 
his enemy from the guilt of his actual muider, by 
putting a pistol to lus head 

The Begum, taking care to have better mfoimation 
than her luckless spouse, the moment his death was 
ascei tamed, threw open the doois of hei palanquin, 
and mounting an elephant, addiessed the tioops m 
eloquent and impassioned language, descanting upon 
the affection she boi e to the people bequeathed to hei 
caie by their formei chief, her opposition to the wishes 
of the dastard who would have plundeied and left 
them, and hei determination to live and die m the 
discharge of the important duties which she was 
called upon to perform 

K 3 
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Until tins moment, it is said, she had nevei appeared 
in public , but the exigency of the case excused hei 
assumption of masculine rights. IJei appeal to the 
soldiers was leceived with the gieatest enthusiasm, 
and they conveyed her back to camp with shouts and 
acclamations. From that period she publicly exercised 
all the lights of a so\creign, and has retained undis- 
puted possession of her authontj. Officers formerly 
attached to the Mahratta seivice relate that they 
have seen her in the zenith of her beauty, leading 
on her tioops in person, and manifesting, in the midst 
of the most frightful carnage, the leckless intrepidity 
which seems only to belong to the other sex 

Upon one of these occasions, during the leign of 
Shah Alum, she is said to have saved the Mogul 
empire, by 1 ailing and encouraging hei troops, when 
those of the king were flying befoie the enemy. It 
is certain that she perfoimed good seivice, and its 
1 eward y as proportionate The emperoi created her 
a princess, oi begum , m her ow n right, exalting hei to 
a rank only second to that of the imperial family 
Linking hei fortunes with those of Delhi, she, with 
her usual foresight, shewed herself favourable to the 
English interests, and, m the tieaties of 1805, adroitly 
managed to have her territories not only confirmed to 
liei, but exempted from the junsdiction of the civil 
powei, gieatly, it is said, to the obstruction of all 
executive measures of police 

The internal management of her estate, however, 
renders hei independence less objectionable, since she 
contrives to keep her subjects m excellent older, 
and to render the revenues exti emely productive. 
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The town of Seerdliuna, the capital of her distnct, 
is populous and flourishing , hei fields, accoidmg to 
common report, look gieener, and her peasantiy moie 
contented than those of native states, or even of the 
Company’s provinces in her neighbouihood. She 
maintains a body of tioops for the piotection of her 
own person and the collection of the levenue, besides 
the quota she is lequned to furnish to assist m the 
peifoimance of the police duties at Meerut. These 
soldiers are undei the command of officeis of Euro- 
pean descent , but, to judge fi om the accounts which 
sometimes appear m the Calcutta papeis of the abject 
natuie of then enfoiced subservience to the will of an 
impenous and arbitiaiy -woman, they cannot be of 
a very high grade. 

The Begum’s troops, who are principally Rajpoots, 
— tall stout men, but, like all the retainei s of native 
princes, of haughty and insolent demeanoiu — aie clad 
m uniforms of daik-blue broadcloth, loose vests, 
leaching neaily to the feet, and fastened lound the 
waist with scarlet cummui bunds, then tuibans aie 
of the same colour, and they aie well aimed and 
mounted. Her highness has also a park of aitillery 
in very excellent order , and altogether does not make 
a contemptible appearance m the field 

The siege of Bhuitpore revived all the military 
ardour of the Begum, who was veiy desirous to appear 
before the place m person, and to obtain some shaie 
of the gloiy and the piize-money The commandei- 
m-chief, who did not think her handful of 1 etamei « 
of much impoitance, endeavoured to leconcile the 
amazon to her exclusion, by offering to place the holy 



204 SKETCHES OF REMARKABLE 

city of Muttia undei hei charge, but, obseiving that, 
if not seen at the post of dangei, the people of 
Hmdostan -would say she had grown cowardly in 
hei old age, she pitched hei tents in the neigh- 
bouiliood of the head-quaiteis’ camp, and earned her 
point so far as at least to have the honour of being 
piesent at the captuie of the fortress. 

The revenues of the Begum are estimated at ten 
lacs, or £100,000 sterling, and she is supposed to be 
in the possession of immense treasures amassed during 
a veiy long and prospeious life. The pimcipahty of 
which she is the soveieign is about twenty miles 
long, twelve broad, and seventy m circumference 
Her palace is built m the European fashion, and she 
has also erected a chuich there, after the model of 
St. Peter’s at Rome Both the design and execution 
of this cathedial are very beautiful, the altar of 
white marble, bi ought fiom Jyepoie, and inlaid with 
cornelians and agates of various colours, being parti- 
culaily ncli and splendid The gardens at Seerdhuna 
aie celebiated for their fruit-tiees, and especially foi 
the gioves of manges, lemons, and citions, -which 
perfume the air with then blossoms, .and weigh down 
the blanches with their golden treasures. 

The Begum also possesses a mansion at Delhi, which 
was foimerly liei favourite place of lesidence, it is 
situated at the upper end of the Chaudiy Cliowk, and 
crowns an eminence m the centre of a spacious and 
stately gaiden, laid out according to the prevailing 
fashion of the East. Its partenes are thickly planted 
with the choicest fiuits and fioweis, and it is tiaversed 
by avenues of superb cypresses, -whose luxuriant 
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though melancholy beauty atones for the formality 
of then appearance. Duiing the penod of Lord 
Lake's sojourn at Delhi., and for many subsequent 
years, the Begum was wont to give superb entertain- 
ments, and to receive the highest marks of respect 
fiom her Euiopean visitois She has piobably been a 
little spoiled by flatteiy, and has aequned lathei too 
inflated a notion of liei own political impoitance, since 
it is safid that, on hei excursions to Delhi, duiing the 
latter yeais of hei life, she did not pay the usual 
tribute of homage to the lesident, of a visit, which, as 
the lepiesentative of the Butish Government, he has 
a right to expect fiom all peisons of mfenoi lank. 

The omission, m piocess of time, was leported to 
the supieme authonties at Calcutta, and the Begum, 
duly admonished, pi oceeded m form to the 1 esidency, 
though with a very ill giace In fact, hei pride was 
so deeply hurt by this enfoiced concession, that she 
speedily turned her back upon Delhi, declai mg at hei 
departuie that she would nevei entei its walls again. 
She has kept hei woid, residing at places in which 
her dignity is not loveied by the piesence of so high 
a functional y. Her palace at Seeidhuna is under the 
same ban, though not fiom the same cause. Some of 
her astiologeis have predicted that her leturn will 
be maiked by her death , and, though long past 
the usual period of existence, she has not the least 
desire to be gatheied to hei forefathers, and, m 
avoiding the fatal spot, hopes to retaid her doom 
She is building a house at Kmwah, about eleven 
miles distant from the capital of liei fief, and possesses 
one at Bhurtpoie, and another m the neighbouihood 
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of Meerut, outside the cantonments, which is now hei 
principal lesidence. Heie she gives splendid entei - 
tamments, particulaily to the gleat peisonages who 
travel m that direction. She has long since abandoned 
the restrictions imposed by Asiatic prejudice, and 
sits at table with large parties of gentlemen without 
scruple She formeily attended to the Mohammedan 
piecepts as far as they related to the preparation of 
food , but, having once passed the Rubicon, she refused 
to leturn to her trammels again, not even following 
the example of the English ladies, when they letned 
from table, but preferring to lemain with the gentle- 
men, on the plea that she made it a point nevei to 
leave her “ pipe half-smoked ” 

The diess of the Begum diffeis in some degree fiom 
that of other Hmdostanee ladies, her highness choosing 
to substitute a turban for the veil invariably worn by 
the females of hei countiy, a cncumstance which, 
though apparently tiifhng, shews that she entei tains 
little oi no legal d for native opinions and piejudices, 
the turban being only assumed by dancing-gills dining 
some peifoimances which aie considered highly inde- 
corous, and are not exhibited before ladies The 
Begum’s costume usually consists of a short full petti- 
coat of rich stuff, which displays a few inches of hei 
gold or silver brocaded tiowsers The coortee and 
undei-gaiment aie similar to those worn by othei 
ladies, and she tin o \vs a shawl over her turban, which 
envelopes hei throat, aims, and shoulders, in the 
muffling though not ungraceful mannei in which the 
veil is worn m India Hei slippers arenas bright and 
as small as those of Cmdeiella, and notwithstanding 
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the near appioach of hei eightieth yeai, are displayed 
■with a considerable degiee of coquetiy. She smokes 
out of a magnificent hookah, and upon most occasions 
is decorated with a piodigious quantity of jewels. 

The propei ty of eveiy kind, which this foitunate 
adventurei has accumulated, is immense; her stud of 
horses is one of the finest m Hmdostan, and she drives 
about m a carnage-and-four of English fashion and 
Calcutta build, which boasts, oi at least did boast 
when it was first launched, a high degiee of splendoui 
It is a large, bi ight-yellow coach, with silver mould- 
ings, the Avmdow -flames of solid silvei, and the lace 
and hangings, which are very rich and substantial, 
also of silvei, ■with splendid bullion tassels, the lining 
is of violet-coloured satin, embroidered with silvei 
stars, and the postillions aie m blue and silvei liveries 

The Begum, during her latter years, has frequently 
sat foi her portrait to a natne artist, who takes excel- 
lent likenesses, and having had the advantage of 
European instruction, has made considerable progress 
m the ait One of these, a miniature, is in the 
possession of Loid Combermere, foi whom her high- 
ness professed the warmest degree of fiiendship In 
foimer days, our Indian Cathenne was distinguished 
foi elegance and giace, and whenevei she had a 
point to carry, she employed such captivating and 
fascinating arts, that she seldom failed to succeed 
She does not speak any language except Hmdoostanee, 
and her increasing yeai s and mfii nnties have reduced 
the beautiful and dignified heroine of a thousand 
fields, to a decrepid old woman, who is still, how ever, 
courteous and polite, and not insensible to the homage 
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foimerly so fieely rendeied, but which now seems 
only to pioceed from a sentiment of pity, or a love 
of the ridiculous 

Unhappily, the character of the Begum is stained 
with cruelties of so deep a dye, that respect foi her 
talents is merged m abhorrence foi her crimes. The 
natives say, that she was boin a politician, that she 
has allies every w here, and friends no where, and there 
is much truth in these assertions for, though liberal to 
her dependants, she is accounted a severe mistress, 
and, before the occupation of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces by the British Government, did not scruple to 
commit atrocities of the most frightful nature The 
darkest stories are circulated of murders perpetrated 
by her order, and in her own presence , some of liei 
subjects she is said to have impaled alive, and others 
barbarousfy mutilated. But the most shocking tale 
is connected with a fertile cause of female ciuelty and 
revenge. She became jealous of one of the females of 
her household, and, not satisfied with depriving her 
of existence, piolonged hei sufferings and rejoiced 
over them with a savage barbarity which can only be 
compared to the sanguine ferocity of the tigiess, 
tearing and torturing her piey befoie she gives it the 
final stroke. The unfortunate girl was buried alive 
under the floor of the apartment occupied by hei 
mistress, who slept upon the spot m order to feast 
her eais with the dying gxoans of hei victim, and to 
prevent the possibility of a rescue , the whole esta- 
blishment compassionating the fate of the hapless 
creature who had fallen undei the clutch of so relentless 
a monster. 
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The seclusion in w Inch Hindoostanee women are 
obliged to live is not favourable to the formation of 
the female chaiactei, nor does it tend to soften and 
impiove the heart. Women of stiong feelings, for 
want of other excitement, are apt to exeicise the most 
■wanton cruelties upon their dependants, and the zenana 
is frequently a scene of the greatest miseiy The 
slave-girls of the princesses of Delhi have been known 
to escape from the palace and fly to the Bntisk residency 
for piotection, and surrounded by such examples, and 
armed -with absolute power, it is not surprising that 
a -woman of so determined a character as the Begum 
Sumroo should have exceeded all hei cotemporaries 
in the recklessness with which she indulged hei 
hatred against those -who had the misfortune to 
offend her. 

The Begum's first husband, the founder of her 
foi tunes, is buried at Agra She, herself, is said never 
to have had a child 1 But the son, mentioned as the 
successor to the jaglnrc, of whom nothing in India 
seems to be known, certainly left some offspring, who 
have formed alliances with Euiopeans and Indo-Bn- 
tons. The Calcutta papers, of October 1831, announced 
the mairiages of two gentlemen, John Rose Troup, 
Esq., and Monsieur Peter Paul Mail Le Caroh, with 
the daughteis of Colonel George Alexander Dyce, 
great grand-daughters of the Begum Sumroo. The 
ceremony w T as peifoimed in the cathedral of Sancta 
Maria, at Seeidhuna, by the padie Julius Caisai, and 
that of Mr. Troup w’as aftei waids celebrated u. second 
time at the Begum’s palace, by the piotestant chaplain 
of Meerut. 
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Seveial pnests of the Roman Catholic pei suasion 
ai e settled at Seerdhuna, and their influence ovei the 
Begum, which is said to be very considerable, will, it 
is to be hoped, lead to a deeper sense of hei misdeeds 
than that self-satisfied old lady appears at piesent to 
enteitam She could scarcely be m better hands than 
those of fathei Julius Coesai, who realizes the most 
beautiful ideas which could be formed of a Chustian 
ministei Destitute of ambitious hopes, and debarred 
fiom those ties of kindred and affection which tend 
to leconcile the protestant clergy to a lesidence on a 
foreign shore, he devotes all Ins time and thoughts to 
the preseivation and enlargement of Ins little flock. 
Though occasionally to be found at Seerdhuna and 
other places wheie a Catholic community is assembled, 
his residence is in the city of Patna, where he has 
a small congregation. He is the only Euiopean who 
has ever taken up his abode within the walls since the 
cold-blooded massacre which took place in 1764, and 
lie is universally respected by the natives, who regaul 
with great veneiation those persons belonging to the 
priesthood -who act up to then clencal profession, 
whatever their leligious opinions may be. 

In times of expected liritation or tumult, the sei vices 
of the padre are fiequently called for in aid of the 
civil authorities, and he is always ready to employ his 
influence m the promotion of any good work His 
talents and amiable chaiacter lendei him a -welcome 
and an honoured guest at the houses of the British 
residents at Bankipore, a civil station in Ins immediate 
neighbourhood , and Bishop Hebei seems scarcely to 
have done justice to this excellent man, m ascribing 
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his popularity to the smoothness of his manners, and 
his tact m administering to the self-love of his asso- 
ciates Father Julius Caesar is a Franciscan friar, 
iv earing the garb and practising the self-denial enjoined 
by Ins order, the pioducts of his little cuie being 
barely adequate to the support of a veiy humble esta- 
blishment. 

The Begum's court at Seeidhuna has been the 
asylum of European adventurers of various ranks, who, 
disappointed of the golden harvest which they had 
hoped to reap in the fertile fields of India, have been 
content to sit dow n for the remainder of their lives 
upon appointments which gave them more luxuries 
than they -could command at home Forming con- 
nexions with Asiatic women, or giving then cluldien 
wholly up to the caie of the natives, Seeidhuna has 
exhibited Europeans m a very singular position, having 
nothing of their fathei-land about them save the hue 
of their skin Some English gentlemen, sitting at 
table at Agra, were surprised by the appearance of a 
man, whose fair complexion, sandy W’hiskeis, and pe- 
culiar physiognomy, announced him to belong to the 
Emerald Isle, but whose dress and language were 
puiely Hmdoostanee. With all the native volubility, 
he told the story of his w r rongs, his unjust dismissal 
from the Begum's service, and his travels m search of 
redress or employment Upon being questioned upon 
the subject of his parentage, he said that his father 
was an Irishman, but seemed to knov r nothing faither 
about the matter, and to be perfectly unaware of the 
astonishment which Ins Asiatic manners and habits 
would occasion to those with whom he was conversing. 
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It is very seldom that ti ansplantation to a foreign soil 
pioduces so complete a change in the immediate des- 
cendants of Bntish exiles, though other Europeans, 
Fiench people m particular, accommodate themselves 
moie easily to the customs and usages of the people 
■with whom they aie destined to live Some of the 
most lespectable of the Begum’s foreign letamers 
have been natives of France ; her colonel-commandant, 
a gentleman named Peton, who i esided at her court 
during a great many years, was very justly esteemed 
foi Ins invaiiable good conduct and gentlemanly man- 
ners Latterly, her seivice has fallen into disrepute, 
as the country has become tranquillized, the prospects 
of Europeans at native corn ts have become less brilliant, 
and as her highness does not offer veiy high emolu- 
ments, and theie is no honour whatever to be gained 
m her employ, she is suirounded by half-castes, whose 
expectations are of a very limited nature, and who 
submit to treatment which would disgust persons of 
higher pietensions. 

Eithei according to treaty, or in consequence of the 
Begum’s giatitude for the protection she has expe- 
rienced, she has made the British Government hei 
hen, and, at her death, which in the course of nature 
must take place very shoidy, the j a glare will be 
placed on the same footing as those undei the Com- 
pany’s jurisdiction The Begum is veiy liberal in her 
donations to public chanties, and othei populai insti- 
tutions m Calcutta. After the death of hei husband 
Sumroo, she kept up a monastery founded by him at 
Agra, for peisons belonging to the Homan Catholic 
Church, of any country 01 nation, adding an establish- 
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ment foi nuns, but whethei many peisons of eithei 
sex have availed themselves of this asylum we have 
little oppoitumty of knowing, since European travel- 
leis pass thiough Agia without taking the slightest 
interest m any of its minoi features, and the greatei 
number are quite content with casting a listless glance 
upon the buildings of note which aie to be seen in the 
foit and the cantonments. 

The Begum exeicises the almost boundless hospi- 
tality which native custom has pi escribed to those who 
aie placed at the head of a fief or large estate, entei- 
taimng the whole of the seivants and camp-followeis 
of parties of travellers, to whom she is desirous to pay 
respect and attention. The supply of firewood, ghee, 
grain, and sweetmeats, to the multifai ious attendants 
of the ambulatory estabhshment of a gieat man, is a 
serious affair , but her highness always does the thing 
handsomely, and the people who are feasted at hei 
expense have no cause to complain of the meagreness 
of their fare Salutes of cannon aie fired, and hei 
troops are turned out, whenever her capital is visited 
by travellers of distinction, and while the retainers aie 
furnished with the matenals foi a feast, the ladies and 
gentlemen are invited to her own table, sumptuousty 
coveied at bieakfast and dmnei, the banquet being 
followed by nautching and fire- works 
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CHAPTER X 
DELHI 

There is no place in British India which the intel- 
lectual travellei appioaclies with feelings more strongly 
excited than the ancient seat of the Mogul empire 
The proud toweis of Delhi, with its venerahles reliques 
of Hindoo architecture, its splendid monuments of 
Moslem power, and its striking indications of Christian 
supremacy, cannot fail to impress the mind with sen- 
sations of mingled awe, wonder, and delight In no 
othei pait of our Eastern possessions do the natives 
shew so earnest a desire to imitate European fashions , 
and though, at present, the mixture, m which conve- 
nience more than elegance is consulted, produces a 
giotesque effect, the total overtlnow T of many Oriental 
prejudices may be safely piedicted from the tolerance 
of all sorts of innovations manifested at Delhi. 

The modern capital of the Moslem kings, which is 
called by the natives Shahjehaiiabad, stands in the 
centie of a sandy plain, surrounded on every side 
with the rums of old Delhi, curiously contrasted w ith 
a new suburb, the villas belonging to Eui opeans atta- 
ched to the residency, and with the cantonments lately 
erected for tlnee legiments of sepoys The celebiated 
gardens of Shalimei, with their cypress avenues, 
spaikhng fountains, roseate bow r ers, and the delicious 
shade of then dark cedars, on which Shah Jehan, the 
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most tasteful monaich m the woild, is said to have 
lavished a crore of lupees (a million staling), have 
been almost wholly suirendeied to waste and desola- 
tion , the lavages of the Main attas have left few wrecks 
behind, and amidst these arise the palaces of the 
Christian ruleis of the soil A favoiuite letreat of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, afteiwaids inhabited by Sir 
David Ochterlony, ai rests the sti anger’s eye, as he 
seeks in vain to recognise, fiom the description handed 
down to us, the paradise of floweis and foliage which 
once adorned these and tiacts. 

Fiom the load which, it is said, foimeily extended 
to Lahore, shaded all the way by the meeting blan- 
ches of the mango trees, of which not a bough remains, 
the military cantonments appeal, couched under a 
ridge of sand-stone rocks, called Mcjnoon Pahar some 
wi iters have likened this military airay to an aimy in 
ambuscade, and the rocky screen favouis the idea 
The loss of the rich umbrageous foliage of the tama- 
rinds and cedais of Shah Jehan has been inadequately 
supplied by a foreign mtioduction before noticed, the 
Parhinsomas, which tlnive m an and soil, but which 
requne the relief of leaves to soften the effect of 
their gaudy blossoms. They are, when planted m 
gioups, quite as offensive to the eye as a giove entnely 
composed of laburnums m full flow er would be , yet, 
m the cantonments of Delhi and of Agia, little else 
is to be seen. 

Modem Delhi, 01 Shahjehanabad, is enclosed by a 
splendid lampart of red giamte, and enteied by gate- 
ways the most magnificent which the woild can boast 
The walls were foimeily so lofty as to conceal all 
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save the highest toweis; but these dead blanks, with 
their flanking tui rets, like the eynes of the eagle, 
high in air, have been e\ changed for low ramparts 
strengthened by massive bastions From the outside 
the view is splendid, domes and mosques, cupolas 
and minarets, w ith the imperial palace frow nmg like 
a mountain of red granite, appear m the midst of 
groves of clustering trees, so thickly planted that the 
buildings have been compared, in Oriental imagery, 
to rocks of pearls and rubies, rising from an emerald 
sea. In approaching the city from the east bank of 
the Jumna, the prospect realizes all that the imagina- 
tion has pictured of Oriental magnificence, mosques 
and minarets glitteimg m the sun, some garlanded 
with wild creepers, others arm} ed m all the pomp 
of gold, the exterior of the cupolas being coveted 
with brilliant metal, and from Mount Mejnoon, ovei 
which a fine road now passes, the shining waters 
of the Jumna gleaming in the distance, insulating 
Selimguih, and disappearing behind the halls of the 
peacock-throne, the palace of the emperors, add another 
beautiful feature to the scene It is well known that 
the line, quoted by Mr Moore, m Lull a Roolh , — 

Oh 1 if there be nn EIjsium on earth, 

It is this, it is this ' — 

is to be found m the audience-chamber of the King 
of Delhi, and though the gloiy of the Moghuls has 
faded away, and their greatness departed, the superb 
edifices and luxuriant gardens of this splendid capital 
would still render it an Eden of delight, were it not 
for one terrible drawback, the besetting sin of all 
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Indian cities, — dust. In Delhi, this plague is suf- 
focating, choking, stifling, blinding, smothering, — m 
fact, peifectly unheai able The visitois see all they 
can see m as shoit a time as possible, and hasten 
away to some letieat, where the parched and thusty 
giound is wateied, and wlieie they may lespne 
fieely, without being foiced to inhale some ounces 
of commingled sand and dn t whenevei they venture 
to open then lips. 

The Chandeiy Choke, or puncipal street, is wide 
and handsome, one of the bioadest avenues to be 
found m an Indian city The houses aie of various 
styles of aichitecture, pai taking occasionally of the 
pi evading fashions of the west, Giecian piazzas, 
pcuticos, and pediments, aie not unfiequently found 
fiontmg the dwellings of the Moslem 01 Hindoo, 
balconies aie, of couise, veiy common, and foim the 
favourite resoit of the gentlemen of the family, 
who, m a loose dishabille of white muslin, enjoy the 
pleasures of the hookah, while gazing on the passing 
ciowd below, totally legadless of the dust which fills 
the air 

The shops aie crov'ded with all soits of European 
pioducts and manufactures, and many of them display 
sign-boaids, on which the names and occupations of 
the inhabitants are emblazoned m Roman characteis 
— a novel circumstance m a native city. The inti o- 
duction of this useful custom is attubuted to Buriud- 
deen Khan, an ingenious peison patronized by the 
reigning emperoi, Akbai the second. This accom- 
plished artist is celebrated foi his seal-engiavmgs, and 
so much delighted Ins loyal master by the specimens 
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lie pioduced, in catting gems with the letters and 
devices of all nations, that he laised him to the rank 
of a noble, one of the few pnvileges still enjoyed 
by this shadow of a king. The English placards have 
a veiy curious appeaiance, mingled with the striped 
purdahs or curtains, which, m many instances, supply 
the place of doors, and the variegated screens (where 
animals of blue, red, or yellow, sprawl upon a green 
giound) which shade the window's The houses are, 
foi the most pait, white-washed, and the gaiety of 
their appearance is heightened by the carpets and 
shawls, strips of cloth of every hue, scaifs and 
coloured veils, w Inch are hung out over the verandah 
or on the tops of houses to air, the sun in India being 
consideied a gieat purifier, a dissipator of bad smells, 
and even a destioyer of vermin, though its claim to 
the latter quality must be equivocal. 

The crowd of an Indian city, always picturesque, 
is lieie particulaily lich in showy figures of men 
and animals , elephants, camels, and horses, gaily 
caparisoned, parade through the streets, jingling their 
silver ornaments, and the many-coloured tufts and 
fimges with which they aie adorned the si/ivarrce 
of a great personage sweeping along the lnghwaj^s, 
little scrupulous of the damage it may effect m its 
pi ogress, forms a striking spectacle when it can be 
viewed from some safe cornel, or from the back of 
a tall elephant. The coup-d’ceil is magnificent , but 
to enter into details might destroy the illusion , for, 
mingled with mounted retameis, richly clothed, and 
aimed with glittering helmets, polished spears, and 
shields knobbed with silvei, crowds of wild-looking 
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half-clad wretches on foot are to be seen., increasing 
the tumult and the dust, but adding nothing to the 
splendour of the cavalcade. No great man — and Delhi 
is full of peisonages of pvetension, — ever passes along 
m state without having his titles shouted out by 
the stentorian lungs of some of his followeis. The 
cries of the vendeis of diffeient ai tides of food, the 
discordant songs of ltmeiant musicians, sci earned out 
to the accompaniment of the tom-tom, with an occa- 
sional bass volunteered by a cheiah , grumbling out m 
a sharp loar his annoyance at being hawked about the 
streets for sale, with the shrill distiessful cry of the 
camel, the trumpetmgs of the elephants, the neighing 
of horses, and the rumbling of cart-wheels, are 
sounds which assail the eai fiom sunrise until sunset 
m the streets of Delhi The multitude of equipages 
is exceedingly gieat, and more diversified, peihaps, 
than those of any othei city m the woild. English 
carnages, alteied and impioved to suit the climate 
and the pecuhai taste of the possessoi, aie mingled 
with the palanquins and bullock-carts, open and 
coveied, the chans, and the cage-like and lanthoin- 
like conveyances, of native constiuction Prince 
Babei, the second surviving son of the leignmg 
monaich, drives about m an English chanot diawn 
by eight horses, m which he frequently appeals 
attned m the full-diess uniform of a Bntish general 
officer, rendered still moie striking by having each 
breast adorned with the grand cross of the Bath 
Mil za Salem, anothei of the princes of the impel ial 
family, escoits a favounte wife m a carnage of the 
same description , the lady is said to be veiy beautiful, 
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but the blinds are too closely shut to allow the anxious 
crowd a glimpse of her charms Regular English 
coaches, diawn by four horses, and driven by postil- 
lions, the propeity of uch natives,, appear on the 
public duves and at reviews , and occasionally a 
buggy or cabiiolet of a very splendid description may 
be seen, having the hood of black velvet, embroideied 
with gold The chetahs and hunting-leopards, befoie- 
mentioned, aie led hooded thiough the stieets, buds 
m cages, Peisian cats, and Persian greyhounds, are 
also exposed m the streets for sale, under the supei- 
mtendence of some of those fine, tall, splendid- 
looking men, who bring all soits of meichandize from 
Cashmeie, Peisia, and Thibet, to the cities of Hin- 
dostan — an almost gigantic lace, bearing a noble 
aspect in spite of the squalidness of their attn e, and 
having daik, cleai complexions, without a tinge of 
swaithmess Beggars in plenty infest the streets , and, 
m addition to the multitudes brought together by 
business, thei e ai e idle groups of loungers — Mussul- 
mans of lazy, dissipated, depiaved habits, gaudily 
decked out m flaunting colours, with then han 
fiizzled m a bush fiom under a glitteiing skull-cap, 
stuck lakishly at the side of the head. 

Such aie a few of the distinguishing features of 
Chandeiy Choke, which abounds m hardware, cloth, 
paan, and pastry-cooks’ shops, the business, as usual, 
carried on m the open ail, with all the chaffering, 
haggling, and noise common to Asiatic deahngs. How 
anything of the kind is managed, amidst the bustle 
and confusion of the stieets, the thiong of bullock- 
caits, the stungs of loaded camels, the squadrons of 
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•wild, vicious horses, the trains of elephants, and the 
insolent retaineis of gieat men, only intent upon 
displacing their own and their master’s consequence, 
by increasing the uptoar, seems astonishing. The 
natives of India form an exti aordmary compound of 
apathy and vivacity In the midst of noises and 
tumult which would stun or distract the most iron- 
nerved European in the woild, they will maintain an 
impel turbable calmness ; while, in ordinary matters, 
wlieie tlieie appeals to be nothing to distuib then 
equanimity, they will vociferate and gesticulate as if 
noise and commotion were absolutely essential to then 
happiness. 

By a very little attention to order and comfort, 
the Chandery Choke might be rendeied one of the 
most delightful promenades m the w orld , the famous 
canal of Delhi, shaded by fine trees, luns down tile 
centre, and nothing could be more easy than to 
allay the clouds of dust, at present so intolerable, 
by keeping the avenues on either side well watered. 
This canal, originally the work of Feroze Shah, forms 
the only supply of wholesome water which the inha- 
bitants of Delhi aie enabled to obtain Sharing the 
fate of the Patan empire, it became neglected, and 
was at length wholly choked up, lemaming in this 
state for moie than a bundled years The canal was 
le-opened by All Meidan Khan, a Persian nobleman 
attached to the court of the Emperor Shah Jehan, 
but was again dried up and remained useless until 
the establishment of the Bntish Government, which, 
anxious to display its pateinal care, and wishing to 
confei a solid and lasting benefit upon the people 
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of the city., deteimmed upon lepaning this splendid 
work. An undei taking of such magnitude occupied 
a consideiable period , it required three years of 
unremitting labour to complete it, and the expense 
was enormous At length, m 1820, dui ing the admi- 
nistration of Sir Chailes Metcalfe, the -nil ole was 
finished. All the inhabitants of the city, m a tumult 
of joy, vent out to greet the approaching waters, 
shouting Io-peans to the Government which gave them 
the long-desired blessing, and casting garlands of 
flowers, ghee, oil, and spices, into the stieam refresh- 
ing then eyes, and giving such welcome promises 
of fertility and abundance. Fortunately, the piesent 
luleis of India are perseveung as well as enterprising, 
for, in the couise of a very few yeais, the canal again 
became dry, m consequence of a change m the channel 
of the Jumna, whose wateis, flowing tlnough another 
passage, no longer affoided the customary supply 
The inhabitants of Delhi, with the usual Asiatic 
absence of foiesight, had neglected the wells, which, 
previous to the opening of the canal, had furnished 
them, though inadequately, with the piecious element 
The expense of obtaining watei for domestic purposes 
was heavy, and to many almost ruinous , the gardens 
became deseits, and the failure of the rains increased 
the distiess The sufferings thus occasioned were not 
of long duiation, as soon as it was piacticable, the 
engineer officer having the charge of the canal 
lepaired the mischief, and a second jubilee took 
place, attended by similar festivals and similar thanks- 
givings, than winch nothing could have been moie gra- 
tifying to the English inhabitants of the imperial city 
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The palace of the residency^ within the walls of 
modem Delhi or Shahjehanabad, foimeily belonged 
to All Merdan Khan, the nobleman befoie-mentioned. 
It is a laige irregular building, which has been added 
to, and altered to suit the taste and convenience of 
its successive owneis, the banquetmg-iooins being the 
work of Sir David Ocliteilony, some of the oldei 
apaitments are adorned with elaborate ornaments and 
rich Mosaic paintings; it has a laige garden at the 
back, laid out with the stately foimahty which is the 
usual style of Oriental pleasure-giounds, and the 
whole, though not paiticulaily splendid, has a solemn 
and imposing air 

By strangers visiting Delhi, a presentation at the 
court of the fallen monarch is geneially desired, though 
theie are many Anglo-Indians who, with more than 
native apathy, pass through the city of the Moslem 
conquerors of India with as little mteiest m the great 
Moghul as they have been accustomed to take m his 
effigy, which is so unaccountably impiessed upon a 
pack of cards The imperial palace, erected by Shah 
Jelian, is a veiy noble building. The outer wall m 
front is sixty feet high, battlemented on the top, and 
adorned with small round towers , the gateways ai e 
magnificent. The whole is of red gianite, sunounded 
by a moat, and, though only tenable against airows 
and musquetiy, has an an of stiength and grandeur. 
The entrance is exceedingly fine , a lofty gothic arch, 
m the centre of the towei, which foims the portal, 
leads to a splendid vestibule, and through a vaulted 
colonnade, to the inner couit, A second gateway 
leads to another quadi angle, m which the davanee 
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Uias, or hall of audience, is situated The throne or 
pavilion of the great Moghul is of white marble, 
beautifully caived, inlaid with gold, and of cunous 
constiuction The roof, which was formeily vaulted 
with silvei, is supported on richly decorated pillais ; 
aiound the cornice is the celebiated mscnption, "If 
theie be a paradise upon earth, it is this, it is this 1 ” 
The tin one of marble, embellished with gilded orna- 
ments, stands m the centie of this pavilion, it uses 
about thiee feet from the floor, and is canopied by a 
diapeiy of cloth of gold, boideied with seed-peai 1 ; 
theie aie no steps m front, the monaich entenng fiom 
the l ear, with his sons and favouied couitieis, and the 
lest of the assemblage standing lound on the pave- 
ment beneath The quadrangle, m which this singular 
edifice is placed is extiemefy handsome, surrounded 
by piofusely-omamented buildings, and adorned with 
floweis and fountains The king is seated, cioss- 
] egged, upon cushions, and, except upon occasions of 
state, does not affect great splendour of attne, being 
fiequently entnely wrapped up m shawls, and shew- 
ing only a few valuable jewels to the eager eyes of 
Euiopean stiangeis The court is, m fact, shorn of 
all its grandeur, and the monai cli, painfully conscious 
of Ins own degradation, can only be leconciled to the 
exhibition of himself, foi the sake of the revenue 
affbided by the gold mohuis, which are offeied as 
mizzurs at eveiy piesentation 

The whole ceiemonial of the leeeption at this once 
all-poweiful couit has dwindled away to a meie faice 
Formeily, the distribution of the Milliards, or di esses 
of honoui, was an affair of the greatest importance, and 
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may, piobably, still be consideied so by the natives, 
amongst whom the dependant king yet maintains the 
shadow of his powei. The peisonal rank and the 
degiee of estimation m which the person receiving 
the gift is held, aie decided by the numbei of articles 
and the value of the matenals composing the lhillaut 
swords, with embioideied belts, the hilts and scabbauls 
being of embossed silvei, 01 set with piecious stones, 
shields nmmed with silvei, daggeis liclily orna- 
mented, splendid tuibans, shawls m pans, cummei- 
bunds and handkerchiefs, gold and silver muslins, 
Benaies biocades, stungs of peails and other jewels, 
aie compiehended m the Ihillmtts given to the favou- 
rites -whom native monarehs delight to honoui Some- 
times these licli gifts will consist of a bundled and 
one ai tides, seventy-five is a moie common, and five 
the lowest number , these last aie always of mfenoi 
quality the gi eater the quantity the moie uch the 
matenals, so that the cost and value may be calculated 
by the number bestowed The mvestituie of Lhillaut s 
takes place in the king’s presence, who, when desirous 
of paying a mark of peculiar i espect, places a turban 
on the head of the favoui ed pei son on other occasions, 
he merely touches the ai tides with his hand, and the 
lest of the ceiemony is left to the officeis of state. 
These magnificent presents are not wholly dismte- 
lested marks of soveieign beneficence the individual 
who leceives them is alwaj r s expected to make an 
adequate letuin, and to piesent a mtzzw conespond- 
mg with Ins lank and the value of the kingly gift. 

The hhdlauts piesented at Delhi to the Euiopean 
visitants of the coui t are the mei est fnppeiy imaginable, 
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and aie said* with some appeal ance of truth, to be 
manufactured from the cast-off finely of the ladies of 
the zenana wreaths of tinsel flow ers, coaise silvered 
muslin, and still coaisei shawls, with girdles and gew- 
gaws of the most tiumpeiy description, deal at the 
puce of the few' gold mohuis which aie paid foi them, 
aie giaciously bestowed upon the civil and military 
officeis of the Company, who are lequired to masque- 
rade m this barbarous finei}, which is put on, or 
lathei hung on, ovei then ordinary attne An officer 
m full uniform, with a silver muslm tunic dangling 
fiom his shouldei s, or anayed in a robe of flowered 
gauze, stuck with tinsel and edged with faded nbbons, 
flimsy scaif fluttering from his cocked hat, 01 a tiara 
of false stones en ending the plain lound beavei of a 
civilian, are objects continually offered to the view of 
spectatois, who must have very ngid countenances 
not to betiay the udicule which they excite The 
custom now r would be “ more honouied in the breach 
than in the observance,” it having become nothing 
moie than a veiy absuid piece of foimality, rendered 
as cheap as possible, in ordei to suit the purses of 
those who wush to make their salaam to the king. On 
visits of state by functional ies of rank in the service, 
the expenses are paid by the Government, to private 
individuals repamng alone to the hall of audience, the 
cost is foui gold mofons, about eight pounds, not 
including a hhllaut, which is only given on particular 
occasions, andfoims an extra expense. 

The court of Delhi is still a place of considerable 
pohtical mtiigue; the liumeious native tributaues to 
the Butish Government have always points of great 
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importance to themselves to settle, which they endea- 
vour to obtain by those ciooked paths of diplomacy 
winch Asiatics delight to Dead, and persons attached 
to the lesidency, fiom the highest to the lowest, are, 
directly 01 indirectly, assailed by stimulants supposed 
to be all-poweful over every pait of the East The 
tiade of Delhi is very extensive, particularly m shawls, 
foi which it is a giand mait, a constant intei com se is 
kept up between this city and Cashmere, whence the 
splendid fabrics so much puzed all over the civilized 
world aie bi ought m immense quantities — some plain, 
to have boideis sewed upon them, otheis to be em- 
bioideied m silk or gold, whence they denve the name 
of Delhi shawls Nothing can exceed the beauty of 
the Delhi needle-work, which is m the highest esteem 
tlnoughout Asia, and eagerly coveted by the uch ot 
both sexes, the caftans of the men being often of velvet 
edged with uch embroideiy. The goldsmiths are also 
celebiated beyond those of any other Indian city, and 
eminently ment then high leputation It is difficult 
for pei sons, well acquainted with the chef-d' oeuvres ot 
Euiopean artisans, to imagine the suipusmg beauty 
of the Delhi work — the champac necklaces m paiti- 
culai, so called from the flowei whose petals it resem- 
bles. They do not succeed so well m cutting and 
arranging precious stones, though they ai e improving 
very fast from the instructions native woikmen now 
obtain when m the employment of English jewelleis 
at Calcutta. There are a great many carvei s of stone 
and ivory m Delhi, but they have not attained to any 
thing appioachmg peifection m their ait A new and 
curious blanch of Indian bijouterie has, liowevei. 
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spiung up, undei the auspices of an English lady, it 
consists of ivoiy medallions, on which the principal 
buildings of the neighbourhood, the Kootub Mmar, &c , 
aie veiy delicately painted, these are set m gold, and 
worn as necklaces, or sent as presents by the fair 
poition of the European community, and, though not 
of much value, arc both curious and ornamental 

The gratifications ufiorded by Delhi, as a station for 
Euiopeans, must depend entnely upon the tastes and 
pin suits of those to whom the chances of the service 
have made it a temporary abode, for, with the excep- 
tion of a few persons, whose appointments may be 
consideied to be fixed for life, a constant change is 
taking place in the society. The number of Euiopeans 
is not very great , and the amazing superiority in lank 
and station, possessed by the cn llians ovei the militarj', 
produces a jealousy exceedingly inimical to social 
intei coiuse A dearth of unmarried ladies is fre- 
quently a subject of complaint, and when this hap- 
pens at a peiiod in which no stranger of lank is a 
visitant to the impel lal city, gaieties of evei} kind are 
m a state of suspension 

Whenever any great person is passing through 
Delhi, the Residency is alw ays a scene of festivity to 
those who have not excluded themsehes from its 
hospitalities tlnough a dread of eompi omising their 
dignity by appearing to couit the lulmg powers, a 
prejudice which is the bane of society in India, and 
unfoi tunately fostered by the folly of a few vam- 
glonous civilians, who, however, form a very small 
proportion of the whole body. In a place like Delhi, 
wlieie natives of rank fancy they consult their own 
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interest in admimstei mg to the pnde and vanity of 
then Euiopean luleis, a pompous, ostentatious official 
is rendeied unbeatable to all save the tiam of paiasites 
such personages will always have about them. The 
entei tamments given by the Resident are usually of 
a veiy magnificent descuption , the gardens aie illu- 
minated by coloured lamps, and the banquets have 
all the abundance considered so essential to splendoui 
by the native purveyois 

Moosulman gentlemen of rank fiequently give par- 
ties to the Euiopean visitants at Delhi, m which 
ladies aie included, and at these the naulch 01 dancing- 
ghls aie mvanably introduced tlie prnna donna , 
named Alfina, is a very celebiated aitistc, outscream- 
mg all hei contempoianes, and keeping possession 
of the flooi when vamly-aspiring uvals are desired 
to sit down Sometimes five or six sets of these inhar- 
monious vocalists appeal togetliei, all singing at the 
same time, aftei the fashion of a Dutch choius, the 
natives not having an idea of making then voices 
accord with each otliei. The dancing, though not 
equally barbarous, is exceedingly tiresome, when, as 
m the piesence of ladies, it is cucumscnbed within 
the bounds of piopnety , but theie are some European 
gentlemen who acquue the native taste foi an exhibi- 
tion which, when addressed to male eyes alone, is said 
to be not pai ticulaily decorous. 

The hoiroi with which even those Asiatics who 
adopt foieign fashions m equipages and household 
furmtuie legard the manneis and customs of the 
Europeans bi ought m close contact with them, is 
sometimes openly displayed "by uigent remonstrances 
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to those foi whom they have conti acted a friendship ; 
but this is nothing corapaied to the expiession of 
their disgust m private In Delhi, the opinions en- 
tertained upon the subject aie widely, though secietly, 
cnculated tlnough the medium of the native ulhbars, 
scandalous chronicles, veiy much resembling a few of 
our English newspapers, except that they aie m 
manuscnpt the language is Peisian, and the editors 
do not scruple to wnte at full length the names of 
those who aie the subjects of the most atrocious 
libels. It is not veiy easy for an Euiopean to procure 
a sight of the animadversions passed upon the conduct 
of himself or Ins friends , some artifice is requisite to 
obtain samples of the method employed to amuse the 
reading portion of the native community at the expense 
of persons diffeung so widely m the habits of their 
public and private life. As the wi iters aie not veiy 
scrupulous m the language they use, there is not a 
little difficulty m making an extiact, which will dis- 
play the spmt of their comments, without shocking 
the eye by coarseness of expiession. The following 
description of a Euiopean enteitamment will convey 
some idea of the estimation in which such piomiscuous 
meetings are held 

“ The gentlemen of exalted dignity had a great feast 
last night, to which all the military chiefs and lieute- 
nants weie invited Theie was a little hog on the table, 

before Mr , who cut it m small pieces, and sent 

some to each of the party , even the women ate of it. 
In their language, a pig is called ham Having stuffed 
themselves with the unclean food, and many sorts of 
flesh, taking plenty of wme, they made for some time 
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a gieat noise, which doubtless aiose flora drunkenness 
They all stood up two or four times, ciying, ‘Hip* 
hip >’ and 1 oared before they drank moie wine. After 
dinner, they danced mtheu licentious mannei, pulling 
about each other’s wives ” Heie follows a bit of per-* 

sonal scandal * “ Captain , who is staj mg with 

Mi , w ent an ay with tiie latter's lad}' (aim m 

arm), the palanquins following behind, and they pro- 
ceeded by themselves into the bungalow the wittol 
remained at table, guzzling red w me.” The uncour- 
teous, ungracious manner, which too many Englishmen 
assume towards the natnes, is touched off with truth 
and spmt m the following paragraph ,r Tlie Govern- 
ment lias manifested singular w ant of sensem appointing 

Mi to be at . The man is a capacious 

blockhead, and very hot-tempered , he can do no 
business himself, yet he has the extieme folly to be 
angry when abler persons wish to do it for lmn When 
the most lespectable Hmdoostanee gentlemen waited 
upon him yesterday, he just stood up, lialf-diessed, 
when they salaamed, and said, ‘ Well, what do jou 
want And when they answered * only to pay our 
respects,' he growled out ' jom' (go).” This sort of 
ludeness is, indeed, but too common, and seems to 
e\cite the native neas much as dancing, w me-bibbmg, 
and eating the flesh of pigs Even the highest person 
m the state is not exempt from the lampoons of these 
purveyors of scandal, as the following extract will 
attest " The Euiopean king and Ins viziers, having 
heaid that the Governor-general is a fool, exceedingly 
slack in managing affans, he is to be lecalled, and a 
clevci loid sent out to save Bengal ” 
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Native opinion is held m great scoin, and set at 
defiance by the Euiopean residents of India, who, 
with the solitaiy exception of a few, refusing to eat 
pork, out of defeience to the pi evading prejudice, in- 
dulge themselves m evei y thing that appears to be most 
hateful to the sunoundmg multitude. But the excesses 
of which they aie guilty would be excused 01 ovei- 
looked, were they more anxious to make themselves 
popular by affability and kindness of demeanour. In 
India, public admnation is not an evanescent feeling, 
or liable to the mutations which attend it m Europe 
The people of Hmdostan have no capuce in then 
affections, nor do they forget the benefits they have 
leceived Instances have been known at Delhi of na- 
tives flocking to condole with a Resident on his disgrace 
by the Butish Government, notwithstanding then 
hopes and expectations fiom his favoui weie at an end 
And yet many persons, who have never foi a single 
instant endeavoured to conciliate the people over whom 
they have been placed m authority, with power to 
rendei them happy, by accepting their services or 
courtesies with coiiespondmg kindness, aie loud m 
their invectives against native msincenty and mgiati- 
tude It is precisely those, whose pude and insolence 
have lendered them objects of dislike, who thus 
animadvert upon the charactei of the people of Hm- 
dostan 

Delhi is considered to be one of the hottest places 
m India, owing probably to the and natuie of the 
countiy all around it, the immense quantity of build- 
ings, which become so many reflectois, and the exceed- 
ing fury of the fiery simoom, which blows until ten 
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o’clock at night, and sometimes does not subside 
during the twenty-foui horns This kind of weather 
lasts foui months, and Euiopean residents must content 
themselves with in-door amusements for the whole 
period of its duiation 

The rams and the cold season are both vei y agieeable, 
but theie is one plague fiom which the city and its 
envoi ons never are exempt, — that of flies, — which come 
m armies similai to those which invaded Egypt in the 
time of Pharaoh In addition to the usual number of 
chicls, the blinds with which the doors and windows 
of English houses are furnished, the outei verandahs 
are carefully closed in with this pietty and useful ma- 
nufacture of split bamboo, to secure the mtenois from 
the host of winged enemies which would otheiwise 
pervade the whole atmosphere. Persons living m tents, 
m the cold weather, aie almost driven mad by the tor- 
ments inflicted by these disgusting assailants. The 
natives wiap themselves up in a cloth, and he down, 
preferring the chances of suffocation, as the lessei evil 
of the two ; but the European must either submit to 
the constant attendance of a domestic, with a diorvrie, 
to beat them off, 01 arm himself with patience to 
endure 

These, however, and other inflictions of the climate, 
are amply compensated by the endless gratification 
afforded to intellectual minds by the numbei of inte- 
resting objects which greet the spectatoi on every side. 
A life might be spent in rambling over the lums of old 
Delhi, and subjects for contemplation still remain 
Next to the palace, the most sti iking building of Shah- 
jehanabad is the Jmnma Musjid, a magnificent mosque. 
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erected on the summit of a rock of considerable height, 
ascended by three fine flights of steps. Thiee hand- 
some gateways lead into a quadrangle of the noblest 
dimensions, paved with giamte, inlaid with marble, 
and surrounded on thiee sides by an open cloister. 
Along this splendid ai ea, which has a marble tank 01 
resei voir of water in the centi e, the visitoi is conducted 
to another flight of steps, the ascent to the mosque, a 
supeib hall, flanked with mmaiets, and entered by 
three lofty gothic aiches ci owned with marble domes 
Fiom the intei stices of the piazza of tins fine square 
veiy pictuiesque views are obtained, it has not the 
delicacy of finish of the pearl mosque at Agra, but its 
proportions are much finei, and its situation, upon so 
commanding an eminence, gives it a gi eat advantage 
ovei other celebrated Moghul temples. The Jumma 
Musjid was the work of Auiungzebe, who, like many 
other usui pels, endeavoured to gam a reputation for 
piety , and the bettei to impose upon a credulous mul- 
titude, who might have atti lbuted his desire to gain 
the throne, by the impiisonment of his father and the 
murder of his brotheis, to ambitious motives, clothed 
himself in the lags of a fciqucer, and m tins humble 
guise sought the shrine of the Jumma Musjjd, to pray 
foi the success of his rebellious aimy. This mosque 
is kept m good repair by a giant of the English Go- 
vernment , it is much frequented by the faithful, of 
whom many hundieds may be seen at a time, piostrate 
on the pavement. It is also the lesort of numeious 
beggais, and the pooiei classes of tiavellers, who find 
all the shelter which the climate lendeis necessaiy in 
the nooks and recesses of the building 
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There are othei mosques which, fi ora then antiquity 
01 the histoncal circumstances connected with them, 
excite a good deal of cunosity , and the new subuib, 
called, aftei its projectoi, Trevelyanpore, under the 
village of Paharee, built to supply habitations foi the 
mci easing population of the city, is sufficiently inte- 
resting to attiact a visit fiom stiangeis The plan has 
been much appioved for its elegant simplicity, though 
of couise there are diveis opinions concerning it. The 
centie, a large quadrangle, called Bentmck Squaie, is 
entered by foui streets, opening from the middle of 
each side, and not at the angles, according to the 
usual Euiopean custom The whole extent of the 
streets, v Inch ai e ninety feet m width, and the fagade 
of the square, piesent an unbioken front of Done co- 
lumns, supporting a piazza behind, in which aie com- 
modious shops and dwelling-houses, langed with great 
regularity. The foui tnangulai spaces at the back, 
formed by the arms of the cross, aie intended for 
stable and couit-yaids foi the cattle and bullock-caits 
belonging to the inhabitants In the event of Treve- 
lyanpore becoming a place of native resort, a plan for 
increasing its extent has been laid down, and a native 
gentleman of gi eat wealth is constructing a magnificent 
gateway, of coiiespondmg aichitectuie, fiontmg the 
Lahore gate of Delhi, which will lead to a cncus, the 
centre of winch is to be adorned with a cenotaph to 
the memory of a young Butish officer, a friend of 
Mr. Trevelyan, the foundei of this new quarter, which 
has not yet, however, been much sought aftei as a 
residence by the native population. 

The grand object of attraction, in the neighbourhood 
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of Shahjehanabad, is the Kootub Minat, a magnificent 
towei, two hunched and foity-two feet m height, 
which uses m the midst of the ruins of old Delhi, at 
the distance of nine miles south of the modern city 
It is not known by whom or foi what purpose this 
splendid monument was erected, and conjecture, 
weary of a hopeless task, is now content to permit its 
origin to remain in obscurity According to the general 
supposition, it was elected m the thirteenth centuiy , 
but this is not certain, noi can it be ascei tamed whe- 
thei the founder was Moslem or Hindoo, though the 
"majority of opinions inclines to the latter. The gieat 
architectuial beauty of this wonderful building, the 
height of the column, supposed to exceed that of any 
other m the woild, its amazing stiengtb, the uchness 
of the materials, and the magnificence and variety of 
its embellishments, combine to rendei it the surpassing 
wonder of a land abounding m buildings of the highest 
degree of splendour and intei est. The extraordmaiy 
elegance and giandeur of this remaikable tower have 
preseived it from the rum with which it has been 
lately thieatened , the Government, anxious topieserve 
so valuable a lelic of Indian antiquity, dnected its 
lestoration and repair, — a difficult and somewhat ha- 
zardous work, which has been admirably performed 
by Major Smith, of the Engineeis. From the summit, 
which is ascended by a spiral stancase, the view is of 
the most sublime description , a desei t, covei ed with 
rums full of awful beauty, sunounds it on all sides, 
watered by the snake-like Jumna, which winds its 
huge silvery folds along the ciumbhng remains of pa- 
laces and tombs In the back-giound rises the dark 
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lofty walls and fi owning towers of an ancient foi tress, 
the strong-hold of the Pytaun chiefs, and the eye, 
'wandering ovei the stupendous and still beautiful frag- 
ments of formei giandeui, lests at last upon the white 
and glittenng mosques and minarets of the modern 
city, closing in the distance, and finely conti astmg, by 
its luxiuiant gloves and richly flowennggaidens, with 
the loneliness and desolation of the scene beneath 
The tomb of the empeior Humayoon, the father of 
Acbai, a monarch pre-eminent m misfortune, but of 
•whom some fine chi value tales aie told, stands at a short 
distance fiom the Kootab Minai ; there aie othei mau- 
soleums also of great beauty and splendour, amid 
•which that of Suftei Jung, a foitunate military adven- 
turer, is worthy of mention 

Another place of gi eat interest in the neighbouihood 
is a gigantic astronomical obseivatory, supposed to be 
the woik of Jey Sing, a Hindoo rajah, who flounshed 
m the seventeenth centuiy The dial is still m good 
lepair, a stupendous woik, of which the gnomon, of 
solid masonry, is sixty feet high. It is not possible to 
convey any idea by descnption of these enoimous in- 
struments , but persons desnous to make themselves 
acquainted with them have only to consult the splendid 
and accurate views taken by Mi. Darnell. 

The Pytaun fortiess, which foims so conspicuous 
an object fiom every ten ace m the neighbourhood, 
constitutes anothei of the lions of old Delhi , the lapse 
of seven hundred yeais has done bttle towards the 
reduction of the solid Avails and massive toAvers of this 
fine old place, Avlnch is noAV chiefly celebiated for its 
tank or boivlee, embosomed within high picturesque 
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buildings, which lise fiom twenty to sixty feet above 
the surface of the water, — a place of delightful cool- 
ness m the hot season, the sun not shining upon it for 
moie than three houis a-day. It is deep as well as 
dark, and m the cold weathei immersion cannot be 
very agreeable , yet the idle parties of young men who 
frequent the spot, take perhaps greater 'delight m the 
exploits of a few pool creatures, who pick up a pie- 
carious subsistence by plunging into the flashing waters, 
than m more legitimate objects of interest. Some of 
these will ventuie, foi the sake of a rupee, fiom a very 
perilous height, spungmg from the dome of a neigh- 
bouring mosque down to the abyss below, sixty or 
seventy feet, and disappeaung frightfully, the waters 
lesummg their tranquillity befoie these desperate ad- 
ventuiers can rise again to the suiface. Of course, 
amongst Europeans, theie will always be peisons suf- 
ficiently inhuman to encourage these barbaious feats 
The few intellectual pilgums, who wander amidst the 
wrecks of bygone splendour, must make up then 
minds to enduie sights and scenes of the most incon- 
gruous natuie — pic-nic parties bivouacking in the 
tombs, and being entertained at then lepasts by the 
peiformances of a set of nautch girls , young men 
amusing themselves with a game of quoits , and groups 
of flirting unimaginative women, speculating on the 
probabilities of getting up a quadrille. 
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CHAPTER XI 

HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT 

Thtse celebiated places of Hindoo pilgrimage 
aie, at peculiai penods of the yeai, highly attiactive 
to Euiopean visitors, more paiticularly Huidwar, 
which lies almost m the loute of those who are 
travelling to 01 fiom the Himalaya , and which pos- 
sesses, m addition to its other claims to notice, pic- 
turesque beauties which can scaicely be sui passed 
It is at this hallowed spot that the sacred river, 
emeigmg fiom its mountain buthplace, enteis upon 
the wide plains of Hindostan, a cleai, beautiful, but 
rathei shallow stieam, and though somewhat rapid, 
affoidmg, at the pcnod of the annual fan, no indica- 
tions of the fuiy and velocity with which, duung the 
rams, its pursues its headlong course until it meets 
the sea 

The town of Hurdwai, which is distinguished by a 
handsome lange of buildings, backing an esplanade 
which luns along the bank of the river, occupies 
giound only paitially cleai ed from the neighbouring 
forest. The deep and dense woods of the tenaie 
sweep down to the western subuib, uniting their 
veidant avenues to the arched gateways and pillared 
colonnades of the stieets The pass, 01 gorge, leading 
to the valley of the Dhoon, piesents landscapes of 
almost incomparable beauty, while the splendid piles 
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of mountains, using m the back-ground, give a -wild 
sublimity to the scene, which can scaicely fail to 
inspire with enthusiastic delight every breast not 
entuely indifferent to nature's wonders. We know' 
not whether the fine buists of sceneiy, which greet 
the eye at evei y point, have any part in the attach- 
ment manifested by the pilgrims to Hurdwai , the 
natives in general, and more particularly the lowei 
classes, aie singularly deficient m their perceptions 
of inanimate beauty , indeed, it is doubtful whether 
they are much attracted by loveliness m any form, or 
whether they do not, eitliei m then w isdom, or their 
want of relish foi the poetiy of life, always piefer the 
nhhs to the dittos A tree to them is chiefly, if not 
entnely, valuable foi its shade, a stieam is associated 
solely with the pleasure of quenching the thnst, and 
cooling the pai died ' brow , and if a wife be docile, 
and fulty equal to her household duties, it matters 
little what hei claims to beauty may be. Yet, though 
more than ordinarily free fiom poetical influences, 
some poition of the rapturous delight with which the 
Hindoo devotees hail the" first sight of the Ganges, 
as it issues foith from the Alpine solitudes beyond 
Hurdwai, must be attnbuted to the enchantment 
pioduced upon the eye by the loveliness of the 
combinations of lull, and wood, and gushing rivei 
Shouts of “ Mahadeo Bol of “ Bol > Bol and 
“ limn 1 Bam rend the skies, as the worshippers of 
the sacred waters appioach the place of then pilgrim- 
age The road is covered for miles with travelling 
paities, rich, poor, of both sexes and all ages, crowd 
to this oriental carnival, and theie is scarcely any pait 
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of Asm which does not send forth a deputation , the 
commeicial speculations and traffic, incidental to the 
fan., being quite as attractive to the woi Idly-minded, 
as purification to the devotee 

In foimei times, the meeting of so vast a multitude 
was productive of many hostile collisions The lage 
of different sects was excited against each othei, and 
quanels Mere followed up by blows and bloodshed 
The accounts given by the few Euiopean spectatois 
m ho, befoie the occupation of the country by the 
British Government, chanced to visit the stiange and 
wondious scene, were absolutely teirific At that 
time, holy mendicants, and men who could command 
bands of aimed letaineis, tyianmzed over less foi- 
tunate peisons , while piofessional lobbeis openly 
pursued then calling, plundeung with impunity those 
m ho weie unable to defend themselves A flans now 
iveai a much moie peaceable aspect, and the oidei 
and tianquilhty which prevails 1 effects the gieatest 
credit upon the civil and military authonties, upon 
whom the task of maintaining haimony amidst such 
jarring materials devolves. 

All weapons bi ought by the visitois aie delivered 
up to the care of chuprassics appointed by the judge 
or magistiate to leceive them , a ticket is given to the 
owner, which, upon piesenting on his letuin home, 
enables lnm to leceive his propeity again. An island 
m the centi e of the uvei is garnsoned for the period 
of the fan by several bundled men belonging to the 
Sirmoor battalion of Hill Rangers, whose usual quartern 
aie at Deyrah Doon These men aie employed to 
von xr. M 
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keep the peace, and they have hitherto succeeded 
most ivondei fully 

The town of Huidwar does not afford accommoda- 
tion for a tenth pait of the numbeis who crowd to 
its ghauts, but Asiatics are independent of lodgmg- 
100ms, the uch cany their canvas dwellings along 
with them, and the poor are contented with the shelter 
of a tiee The country lound about is formed into 
one vast camp, m which Arabs, Cingalese, Persians, 
Taitais, mingle with Seiks, people fiom Cutch, Guze- 
rat, Nepaul, and all other provinces of India ; while, 
a little lemoved fiom the din and clamour of this 
Babel-like assemblage, are to be seen the tents of 
Euiopean visitants, ladies, who ventuie feailessly into 
the hubbub, sitting as much at then ease as the dust, 
the myriads of flies, and the intolerable clamour, will 
admit. 

To give some idea of the valuable nature of the 
ai tides bi ought to Huidwar foi sale, it may be 
interesting to state, that a necklace consisting of a 
row of alternate diamonds and emeialds was valued at 
five thousand pounds, for another composed of splendid 
pearls, a fifth pait of that sum was demanded, and 
those of Avi ought gold weie from thnty to fifty pounds 
each All soits of biazen vessels are exposed for 
sale, and a gieat variety of idols of the same metal, 
which, pievious to being conseciated, may be pui- 
cliased by the pound After Biahmms have shed the 
odour of sanctity upon them they mciease prodi- 
giously m puce, peisons, tlierefoie, Avho only buy 
out of cunosity, should content themselves vvith the 
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least valuable ai tide Infeiior trinkets, m the shape 
of beads, necklaces, bangles, aimlets, and anklets of 
silvei 01 of basei metal abound, together with real 
and mock coral, tinsel, and glass Theie are mouth- 
pieces foi pips, of lapis lazuli, agate, cornelian, 
and different lands of maibles, and toys m ivory, 
stone, and mothei-o’-pearl Rosalies and Brahmimcal 
coids in gieat abundance, with preseived skins of 
wild animals, and stuffed birds Truffles ai e bi ought 
fiom the countries noith of the Sutledge The sherbets 
aie the finest m the woild, but the manufacture and 
the consumption of sweetmeats almost exceed behef 
Every fouitli shop at Huidwar is a confectioner’s, and 
the process of making and baking goes on at all lioui s 
of the day and night 

The fans of India differ in many particular from 
those of Euiope, though juggleis and tumbleis aie 
to be found, togethei with snalce-chai mers, and otlieis 
who piocure then subsistence by the exhibition of 
sleiglit-of-liand or tucks of cunning, there aie, pio- 
peily speaking, none of the shews which attiact so 
much attention at home The ai tides intended foi 
sale are ananged with moie legal d to convenience 
than taste, eithei stiewed piomiscuously upon the 
giound, or hidden m the tents, the various wild 
animals, which foim a pait of the merchant’s specula- 
tions, aie openly exposed to public view, and, though 
gazed at with wonder and amazement by sti angers 
fiom distant lands, aie not lendeied more piofitable 
by being exhibited foi money. The passion foi sight- 
seeing may be equally stiong m India as m England 
but it is chiefly confined to the pageants displayed 

m 2 
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at festivals, and as yet, cunosity has not been much 
evcited by the wondeis of natuie The cattle-depart- 
ment, at the fair of Huidwai, is the most attractive, 
both to Eui opeans and natives, being considered the 
best in India, horses are bi ought fiom Kattiawai, 
Cutcli, the countnes noith of the Sutledge rivei, 
Peisia, and the shoies of the Red sea, peifect m blood 
and bone, proud m their beaiing, swift as the wind, 
and suited to wairioi s and cavaheis these fine animals 
aie contrasted with a race less showy, but equally 
useful, the small compact and sturdy breeds of Cash- 
meie and Cabul, and the mountain glioonts, of which 
M. Jacquemont has lately made such honourable 
mention Elephants also rear then gigantic forms in 
the encampmg-grounds of the dealeis. Like the horse, 
they are distinguished by their good points the tusks 
should be peifect, and they are greatly esteemed when 
the tail is of the oithodox dimensions, and furnished 
w ith a flat tuft of hail at its e\ti emity . 

The diffeience of appearance between an elephant 
destined for the pad, 01 as the caparisoned bearei 
of punces and nobles, is veiy gieat, but will bear no 
companson with that which is displayed m the camel 
At Hurdwar, eveiy description of this animal may 
be seen, fiom the uncomfoi table-looking, dejected 
beast of buithen, to the thoiough-bi ed lmcairah, 
which can maintain its speed during a bundled miles 
without pause or rest . a w mged messenger, which 
none but the best trained and liaidiest of uders can 
ventuie to mount For a i ery long period, the camel 
and the diomedary w'eie supposed to be distinct 
animals, but modern natuialists have decided that 
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theie is in leality no diffeience between them, the 
single and double-humped being merely a vanety, and 
the fleetness and intelligence of both depending upon 
early education. Buffalos, cows, and sheep, are like- 
wise exhibited for sale, the list of domestic animals 
closing with dogs and cats, the beautiful laces of 
Peisia, so much sought after m India, making their 
appearance by the side of some huge elephant 
Monkeys, which may be said to occupy a sort of 
debateable ground between the wild beasts of the 
field and the quadrupeds which man has enlisted into 
his service, are brought in great numbers to Hurdwar , 
bears, leopards, and cheetas are likewise numerous, 
and deer of every kind, from the stately nylghau, 
to that diminutive species which can be so rarely 
pieseived m a state of captivity, even m India, are 
puicliasable: the yak is also sometimes to be found 
at Hurdwar, though the advance of the season rendei s 
their appeal ance rare, since they are unable to beai 
the heat of the plains The most valuable ai tides 
of commeice procurable at this fair, are the gems and 
precious stones of all descriptions which lapidanes 
bring from eveiy part of Asia , the shawls and cloths 
from Cashmere and Thibet lank next, the same 
dealer may also have a stock of English woollens 
upon hand , and perfumery and bijouterie of every 
kind from London and Pans, find their way to this 
remote raaiket 

In former remarks upon the .subject of the exti?- 
ordmary low puces at which Euiopean goods aie 
sold by native dealers, and the consequent losses 
custained by speculations made at a venture, I have 
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mentioned the heterogenoeus mixture of ai tides m 
the possession of Indian vendeis, and then extieme 
ignoiance of the mtimsic value of each Many of the 
investments sent out to India, are utteily useless to 
the gieat bulk of the population, and so little have 
the climate, habits, and wants of the people been 
studied by European traders, that cargoes of Irish 
buttei have been despatched to Calcutta, and, as a 
matter of couise, nothing but the casks remained at 
the end of the voyage, the contents having exuded 
at every ciack It was at one time thought by the 
worthies of Glasgow, that the natives of India would 
gladly exchange their muslm tuibans foi a covering 
of felt, and accoidmgly a ship was freighted with 
round hats, articles only prized by the topee ivallahs 
(hat fellows), the term commonly used to designate 
Euiopeans 

I do not know whethei the information upon this 
important subject, communicated in the Madras and 
Calcutta papers, has travelled to England, but m 
speaking of the commodities which aie to be met with 
at Hurdwai, it will not be out of place to mention 
those which would be most likely to find purchasers 
at fan prices. In the cutleiy department, there should 
be scissors, pen-knives, and razois, next, common 
padlocks and cheap locks of every description Red 
and blue bioadcloth, and serge, with woollen caps, 
such as sailois wear, sell well. In cotton and silk, 
caie should be taken to select articles which would 
make up readily into turbans and sarees ; the formei 
should be white, scarlet, or crimson, plain or floweied, 
twenty yaids long by twelve inches, cloths for the 
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duputtee six } avds long and one and a-half bioad, 
plain or ivlnte, or those with coloured holders, which 
are much in request , also chintzes of gaudy patterns, 
which, as the fashions in India are unchangeable, 
would secure a constant sale. Stationery is m con- 
siderable demand, but it should consist of very cheap 
papei, both foolscap and post, Piench and Italian, it 
is said, answering best, m consequence of the low 
price at u Inch they are manufactured , quills, red 
wafers, and black-lead penoils, complete the list m 
tliis department The catalogue of English books is 
lather amusing, m addition to school dictionanes 
(that of Mylius and that by Fulton and Knight being 
1 ecommcnded) , Munay’s Giammai, Spelling Book, 
and English Reader. The list contains an abridgment 
oi the Spccfaloi, Arabian Nights, Chesterfield’ LcllciJ, 
whole or abridged, English Dialogues, the Young 
Man’s Best Companion, .and the Univcisal Letter Writ a 
These are eagerly sought after, but as yet, as far as 
regards the generality of Indian students, the lemmn- 
ing portion of English literature has been written in 
vain, and will not find native purchasers beyond the 
presidencies 

Watches of silver or yellow metal, costing fiorn 
thirty shillings to five pounds, are greatly in demand , 
also good spectacles, in cheap mountings of silver or 
metal, plated- ware not finding a ready sale m India , 
small mirrors m plain frames, and lanthorns of a 
commop sort, fitted up with lamps for oil. Patterns of 
hard wai e manufactory should bepiocured from India, 
for the natives w ill not eat or drink out of new-fangled 
utensils, however convenient they may be , plates, 
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dishes, basins, and bowls, of lion, copper, and tin, 
should be fashioned aftei a peculiar mannei , as also 
the lota, 01 jug, fiom which, if an unpractised Euro- 
pean weie to attempt to drink, he would inevitably 
spill every drop of the liquor. In medicine there is 
an incessant demand foi the following articles * bark- 
pow'dei and quinine, jalap and cream of tin tar, essence 
of peppeunmt, biandy disguised as a medicine, eau de 
Cologne, lavender- watei, and strong street water, such 
as eau de mille fleuis This list will appear veiy 
scanty, but the gentleman who furnished it assures us 
that it w ill not be expedient to add anything to it for 
the purpose of supplying the wants of the interior ; 
he caused it to be examined and coirected by several 
opulent and respectable natives, who were well ac- 
quainted with the actual state of the country, and 
with what would be most likely to sell amidst the 
great mass of the people , many of the most respec- 
table classes being poor, and content with the com- 
monest conveniences of life. 

The anxiety to promote the interests of commerce 
will excuse the insertion of the concluding paragraph 
of this intei estmg article upon the subject of India 
trade *' “ One point, however, must not be forgotten , 
most invoices aie sold at Madras, where the prices 
maintained are very moderate They seldom reach 
the mtexioi, where a bettei price would be easily 
found, and when carried up the country by hawkers 
and petty dealers, the pi ice becomes exorbitant. To 

* First published at Madras, and copied into the Calcutta 
new spapers 
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obviate these inconveniences, the expoiter should pio- 
vide cases containing small miscellaneous invoices, 
made up in England, and these should he landed at 
various parts of the coast, so as to be conveyed straight 
to the bestmaikets , as, for instance, Tanjoie, Maduia, 
Trichmopoly, Nagpoie, Senngapatam, or Hyderabad 
At these places and many moie (the names of which 
will he gradually ascei tamed by the merchant), a 
ready-money price will be immediately obtained , the 
cost of inland carnage will not aveiage more than two 
pei cent on the pnme cost, while the piofits will be 
from one hundred to thiee hundred pei cent ” 

The English visitoxs at Hurdwar are made to smile 
at the base uses to which the refinements of European' 
luxury are degiaded , nothing appeals to be emploj'ed 
for the precise purpose for which it was originally 
intended; table-covers of woollen with printed boi- 
deis, black and crimson, or yellow and blue, figure 
upon the shoulders of the poorei classes, who have 
purchased them foi next to nothing, tables being at 
present unknown m the houses of the natives, while 
prints aie offeied for sale upside down, and hung up 
m the same manner when purchased A taste for the 
fine arts is still a desideratum in India, and, from per- 
sonal experience of the difficulty of explaining the 
most obvious pictorial subject to an uneducated native, 
the probability of conveying mstiuction tlnough the 
medium of paintings seems very questionable 

There is, of course, nothing like neatness 01 oidei in 
the arrangement of the stalls of the mei chants at 
Hurdwai Each strives to make the merits of his 
commodities known by clamorous commendations It 

M 3 
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is necessary to be a good judge of every article, to 
avoid being taken m, and to be tolerably expert at 
driving a bargain, the venders demanding exorbitant 
sums, which they lower gradually when convinced 
that they have no chance of succeeding m obtaining 
moie than a tenth pait. The art of selling a lioise is 
well understood m India, and peisons ought to be 
well acquainted with the secrets of the trade to deal 
with such experienced jockeys The dextenty with 
which they shew off the animal's accomplishments, 
and the extraordinary degi ee of training and doctoring 
which they undergo, deceive the mexpeiienced and 
the piesumptuous youths, who fancy that they may 
credit the evidence of their senses An incorrigibly 
vicious beast, which notlung but a native of the Pam- 
pas could ude, is diugged with opium until he appears 
to be of lamb-like gentleness , while stimulants are 
administeicd to the weak and sluggish, which give 
them a tempoiaiy shew of vigour and activity Some 
of the finest Aiabs beai very high prices , the princi- 
pal mei chant, dui mg the w liter’s residence m India, 
asked £800 for a beautiful milk-wlute cliargei, and 
could not be induced to take a smaller sum , the price 
of a good camel is £8, but the sums given foi elephants 
vaiy as much as those at which hoises are sold. 

The wateis of the Ganges are supposed to denve 
additional sanctity at the expiration of eveiy twelfth 
year, and the concouise of pilgrims is much greater 
upon these anniveisanes. The astronomers m atten- 
dance calculate the precise moment m which ablution 
is supposed to be particularly beneficial, and, at the 
sounding of the Biahmmical shell, the anxious crowds 
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precipitate themselves into the water In consequence 
of the nai rowness of the pimcipal ghaut, this simul- 
taneous rush was formeily attended with great dan- 
gei, and fiequently with loss of life. A dreadful con- 
cussion, m which numbeis peiished, determined the 
Butish Government to lemedy the evil , a more com- 
modious passage to the river was consti ucted, and the 
letuimng pilgnms, when they saw the piepaiations 
made to secuie then safety, mingled shouts and 
blessings upon then humane benefactois, with their 
acclamations to Mahadeva The liveliness with which 
the Hindoos expiess their giatitude, and their quick 
sensibility to kindness and attention to then conve- 
nience and comfort, seem incompatible with the 
apathetic temperament manifested upon many occa- 
sions The prejudices of caste, and the influence of 
predestmarianism, which lendei them mdiffeient to 
suffering, aie the causes of this inconsistency, and so 
gieat is then effect, that it is difficult to imagine that 
one and the same person could display such contraiy 
feelings, so much coldness and toipoi at one penod, 
and so much emotion and vivacity at anothei At 
Hurdwar, all the enthusiastic elements of the native 
character aie called into action , the pilgrims and 
merchants aie lively and eneigetic beyond the sobei 
conceptions of the English spectatois, who look on 
half-stupified by the clamoui, and all astonishment at 
the power of the human lungs, exhibited m a mannei 
almost exceeding belief. The noises incidental to a 
ciowded Indian assemblage have been too often 
described to need repetition; but they are so super- 
eminently astounding at Hurdwai, that no account 
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of tlie oidinary dm and dissonance can afford the 
faintest notion of the upioar -which prevails. The 
lmgmg of bells, the filing of cannon, and the loud 
huzzas of European multitudes, however deafening, 
aie nothing to the -wild and continuous discord -which 
assails the ear at this meeting The bawling and 
diummmg of the fains never appear to cease during 
a single instant , then, m addition to the most horrid 
blasts the direst trumpet ever blew, -we have the 
Brahnnnical shell, the nobul, the dhole, and the gong. 
The animals, terrified by the confusion around them, 
neigh, bellow, giunt, and roar, with more than usual 
vehemence, and this tumult continues, night and day, 
■without the slightest interval of peace The instant 
that the voice of a jogee or other devotee fails, he 
applies himself to his bell, ringing with astounding 
clamoui, until the lungs can come into play again 
The only ceremonial used by the bathers is that of 
ablution, which consists meiely m dipping in the 
Ganges, and m paying the tribute, collected carefully 
by the attendant Brahmins Those w ho are desirous 
of seciuing a large share of the good things of this 
and of the nevtw oild, are proportionably liberal to the 
religious mendicants, who form the most conspicuous 
figures in the scene The more dreadfully degraded 
from the dignity of men, the more filthy, squalid, and 
indecent in their appeal ance, the higher is the venera- 
tion with which these fakirs are regarded. Though 
sufficiently numerous m other places, they repair m 
troops to Hurdwar, occupying the verandahs, galleries, 
and roofs of the principal buildings, and stages of bam- 
boo erected for their accommodation m the centre of 
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the stream, supei intending the devotions of the “bathers, 
which are howevei, geneially speaking, confined to 
manifestations of joy at having obtained the end and 
object of a long and toilsome pilgrimage The latest 
accounts fiom India state that the foil at Hurdwar is 
upon the decline, and that many of the Brahmins, who 
wei e formerly attached to its temples, have taken ser- 
vice under Euiopeans. By some this falling off m 
religious enthusiasm is attributed to the conviction 
(mainly produced by the subjection of Bliurtpore), 
that it is impossible to withstand the power of the 
Chnstians, who will sooner orlatei induce all India to 
conform to then creed, and this idea has doubtless 
considerable weight with a superstitious people But, 
however, m remarking upon the lukevaimness obser- 
vable, all over Hindostan, towards festivals foimerly 
exciting the highest degree of reverential regaid, the 
labours of the missionaues must not be wdiolly ovei- 
looked and foi gotten. 

Since the penod in which the English first obtained 
a footing m India, the effoits of these zealous disciples 
have been uni emitting, they are always to be found 
in large and promiscuous assemblies, standing at the 
ghauts, 01 sitting m the porches of the temples, dis- 
tributing tracts to the passeis-by, and expounding the 
Scriptures to such as will listen to them. Not discou- 
raged by their apparent want of success, they have 
continued to exercise the duties of their calling with 
untiring activity, and we should do great injustice to 
the intellectual powers of many of the classes of the 
natives, if we did not suppose that the perusal of such 
portions of the Holy Writings as have been placed foi 
the purpose m then hands, has not had the effect of 
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disturbing their belief in the monstious fallacies of the 
Hindoo religion. Captain Skmnei assuies us that 
the Sikhs., m paiticulai, evinced the greatest anxiety 
to possess themselves of the tiacts offeied to them by 
a missionaiy at the fail of Hurdwar. “ I stood/’ 
observes the above-mentioned authority, "near the 
spot where he was sitting, without, I believe, being 
perceived by him, and was astonished at the attention 
which they all paid to the few words which he was 
able to address to them A middle-aged man, with 
several of his family about him, came up to me with 
his book, and lepeated the woids the ‘Padre Sahib’ 
had spoken to him on presenting it, and as if 1 eally 
anxious to have them conoboiated, asked with much 
earnestness if it were tiue — ‘ Sack bat 9 -' I assured 
him it all w as , — ‘ Then/ said he, r I will read the book 
to my family when I get home ' ” 

The new ghaut is exceedingly wide and handsome, 
not less than a hundied feet m breadth, and descend- 
ing by a fine flight of about sixty steps into the watei , 
it is covered at every hour of the day with multitudes 
of bathers, ascending and descending, and uttenng 
Wah 1 wah 1 as they contrast the piesent facilities 
with the former difficulties of the approach. 

The annual fail at Huidwar affords abundant oppoi- 
tunities for the exercise of dacoity , it is here that the 
highest dexterity m the art of thieving is displayed It 
is said that, like the vampii e-bat, which lulls its victim 
to sleep by gently fanning lnm with its wings while 
it sucks the vital current from his veins, these ac- 
complished maiauders employ some soothing ait 
which deepens the repose of the slumbeier, while 
they possess themselves of every aiticle belonging to 



HURDWAR AND JUGGURNAUT. 255 

him, even to the veiy sheet on which he may be lying, 
stripped to the skin, and then bodies rubbed with oil, 
no snake can be moie smooth and supple, or more quiet 
m its movements They will glide into a tent, m spite 
of the utmost watchfulness of the sentinel appointed to 
guaid it, and so impossible is it to prevent the entrance 
of such mtrudeis, that the only method to pieserve 
the propel ty is to keep it all upon the outside, under 
the chaige of the sentiy, who must neither slumber 
upon his post noi stir foi a single instant fi om the 
spot. 

At all periods of the year, the ghauts at Huidwai are 
frequented by pilgums , but they are few in number 
compared to the tide which lushes down the mountain 
goige and along the lower plains at the anniveisaiy of 
the fair 

This concouise is often very consideiably mci eased 
by the visits of persons having little save curiosity 
for then object. At one anniveisaiy the Begum 
Sumroo was piesent, with the attendance of a thousand 
hoise, and fifteen bundled infantry Mahommedan 
punces frequently come m great foice, and the Euro- 
pean spectatoi s sometimes amount to three hundied 
Upon such occasions the encampments of the visitors 
are usually fixed at some distance m 'the neighbour- 
hood, the town and immediate environs of Hurdwar 
affording scanty accommodation foi the pilgrims. 
ICunkul, where there is a laige open plain, which is 
situated at only two miles distance, is moie convenient, 
and the gieatei proportion of Europeans pitch their 
tents at that place. Hindoo ladies of high lank, when 
desiring to bathe in the Ganges at Huidwar, are con- 
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veyed into the rivei in laige coveied litteis, which 
completely conceal them from the gaze of the multi- 
tude. The advantages obtained by the pilgums aie 
supposed to be m proportion to the number of immer- 
sions , but as every plunge into the watei must be 
accompamed by a donation to the pnests in attendance, 
it is only the rich who can obtain any material benefit 
from these ablutions. 

Veiy different from Huidwai is the aspect of 
Juggumaut This celebrated temple is elected upon 
the sea-coast of Orissa, in the distuct of Cuttack, the 
first Indian land which the passengers of a ship sailing 
direct from England to Calcutta espy The dark and 
fi owning pagoda, using abruptly from a ridge of 
sand, foims a conspicuous object from the sea, its 
huge and shapeless mass not unlike some ill-piopoi- 
tioned giant, affording a gloomy type of the hideous 
superstitions of the land While gazing on this 
mighty Moloch the mind is impressed with a stiange 
awe , the bright and golden sunshine above, and the 
waving foliage below, only sei ve to deepen its horrois , 
it looks like a foul blot upon the fan face of natuie, 
a frightful monument of man’s success m marring 
the designs of his Creator. At Hurd war, it is not only 
very possible to sympathize m the feelings of the mul- 
titudes, whose adoration is called foith by the buglit 
river, one of the gieatest blessings which the Almighty 
has bestowed upon the burning soil, but to go even 
farther, and lift up our thoughts, amidst the most 
beautiful scenes of nature, unto natuie’s God. At 
Juggurnaut, theie is nothing save unalloyed horror. 
Frightful idols mclosedin an equally fi ightful shrine, and 
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seeming when viewed from the land to he sunounded 
by a waste of sand-hills, 1 evolt the mind, and give to su- 
perstition its most disgusting aspect, and the disagree- 
able impiession, which a distant piospect excites, is 
increased upon a neai ei appi oach to a scene associated 
with all that is most feaiful and disgusting in rehgious 
enoi Eveiy known lule of aichitecture being set at 
defiance, it would be difficult, without the aid of the 
pencil, to convey any idea of the half-towei, half- 
pyiamidal style of the great pagoda, it is built of a 
coaise led granite brought from the southern paits of 
Cuttack, and covered with a rough coating of chunam 
The tower containing the idols, which is two hundred 
feet high, and serves as a land-mark to the mariner, 
stands in the centie of a quadrangle, enclosed by a 
high stone-wall, extending six liundied and fifty feet 
on each side, and surrounded by minoi edifices of non- 
descupt shapes. 

The magnitude of these buildings forms then sole 
claim to admiration , they are piofusely decoiated with 
sculptuie, but so rudely caived as to affold no plea- 
sure to the eye, the only object "worthy of praise being 
a pillar of black stone, beautifully propoitioned and 
finely designed, which has been brought from the 
black pagoda m the neighbouihood, and placed in 
fiont of the principal entiance. The outei gateway 
and the great poital of the temple aie ascended by 
bioad flights of steps, and the interior is desciibed as 
being veiy cunous and well worthy of inspection, a 
sight winch, however, is very rarely enjoyed by 
Europeans. The Brahmins m attendance take care to 
exclude all profane footsteps , but it is said, upon the 
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authority of Major Aichei, that a young officer of a 
native corps, a pecuhai favounte with the sepoys 
undei his command, was at one time smuggled into 
the sanctuaiy by the connivance of the soldieis, who 
dyed his skin of the pioper hue, diessed him in full 
costume, and painting the peculiar marks of then caste 
upon Ins foiehead and nose, crowded lound him upon 
all sides, and, thus secured from detection, brought 
him into the very presence of the idol A distant 
view, notwithstanding the zeal of his conductors, was 
all that he obtained , and eithei there not being a great 
deal to attract Ins attention, or a sense of danger pie- 
ventmg him from feeling sufficiently at his ease to 
make many obsei vations, the information acquired 
fiom his account was veiy scanty , he told his friends 
that he saw nothing but laige couits and apartments 
foi thepnests 

The festival of the Rath Jatra takes place eveiy 
year , but, as at Huidwar, it mcieases m sanctity at 
peculiar periods, eveiy thud, sixth, and twelfth an- 
niveisary, the latter more particulaily, being consi- 
dered of greater importance than those that intei vene 
The concouise of pilgnms is still exceedingly laige, 
and numbers, as m foimer times, never letuin, leav- 
ing their bodies to festei on the neighbouung sands, 
victims to a hoirible supeistition, though not, as 
heretofore, sacrificed undei the suicidal wheels of 
the ciuel idol’s car Such immolations aie becoming 
very unfrequent, but fatigue, hardship, want of food, 
and the vanous diseases brought on by exposure to 
the pestilential atmospheie of the rains, make fearful 
havoc among the miserable wretches who hasten 
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onwaids to the holy precincts of the temple, m the 
hope of obtaining a panacea foi all their woes. 

A favouute method of approach to Juggurnaut, by 
those iv ho have eithei great offences to expiate, or 
who are desnous of obtaining a more than oidmaiy 
poition of beatitude, is to measuie the length the whole 
way from some extiaordmaiy distance The pilgnm 
lies down, marks the spot which the extiemity of Ins 
hands have touched, and rising rests Ins feet upon the 
spot, and, again prostatmg himself, lepeats the same 
process Five yeais are sometimes consumed m this 
mannei, and, as the penance may be pei formed by 
proxy, it is often -volunteered for a certain sum of 
money, the wages being most scrupulous^ earned by 
the person who undertakes the duty In no part of 
the world is gold so all-powciful as m India, upon 
the morning of an intended execution, a stranger 
appealed m the place of the cuminal, and declaring 
that he had for a certain consideration agieed to 
suffer foi the person who had made the bargain, 
seemed quite astonished to find any hesitation on the 
pait of the authoi lties to execute the sentence, lemon- 
stratmg with them upon the folly of then scruples, 
since he was leady and willing to peiform Ins part. 
Fortunately for lnm, he had not to deal with Ins ow n 
count! ymen, who, provided that somebody died, would 
ha\ e cared vci y little whether it w as the offender or Ins 
substitute * 

The great temple of Juggurnaut w T as erected in the 
twelfth century, under the auspices of the clnef mi- 


Such substitutions are not uncommon in China 
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nister of the rajah of the distnct. The idols have 
nothing to distinguish them save their size and their 
defoimity , the puncipal one, Krishna, is intended 
as a mystic representation of the supreme power, — 
for the Hindoos are unanimous in declaring that they 
worship only one god, and that the images, "which 
they exhibit and to which they pay the most reve- 
rential homage, are merely attributes of a deity pei- 
vading the whole of nature , — he is associated with 
the two othei personages of the Hindoo tuad, and 
eveiy one of the idols particularly venerated by the 
numeious tribes and sects of Hindostan, obtains a 
shrine within the precincts of this huge temple, so 
that all castes may unite in celebrating the great fes- 
tival with one accord. The installation of the great 
idol upon Ins car, or rntli , and the procession atten- 
dant upon his triumphal mai cli to a country residence 
about a mile and a-lialf distant, a journey which 
occupies three days, are perfoimed with many cere- 
monies, though not all of a very respectful nature 
Previous to this grand ovation, the images are taken 
from then altars to be bathed, and aie then exhibited 
to public view upon an elevated terrace. 

These gigantic busts, hideously ugly, and scarcely 
beaung the rudest lineaments of the human form, 
are seen mounted upon pedestals, the latter being 
concealed by muffling di aperies The hands, feet, 
and eais of the great idol are of gold, but these 
aie kept m a box by themselves, and aie only fas- 
tened into then sockets after Juggurnaut has been 
bafely deposited upon his car While seated m state 
upon the teirace, a canopy, gay with cloths of various 
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colouis, is laised over the heads of the tiiad, and 
crowds of Brahmins aie in attendance with punkahs 
and chonmcs, to beat off the flies Occasionally, the 
sudden flash of a vivid fiie-voik sheds a momentary 
lay upon the lion id countenances of these Dagons, 
and m the next instant all is again involved in the 
indistinct gloom of an eastern twilight dimly reveal- 
ing the huge foims of the idols, and the eager ges- 
ticulations of then misguided votanes Theunwieldi- 
ness of Juggurnaut and his companions, and the 
absence of the machinery necessaiy to effect then 
removal m a propel and decoious manner, occasions 
a scene which scandalises European eyes, but which 
the natnes, accustomed to the doctime of expediency, 
survey without feeling that they aie offenng any 
indignity to the objects of their woi ship. The only 
method of tianspoit which has been y^et devised, is 
by means of 1 opes fastened 1 ound the necks and feet 
of these cumbrous images, which are thus dragged 
fiom then high places dow'n the steps, and through 
the gateways of the temple, and are afterwards hauled 
up m the same manner upon the uillis, without regard 
to mud or dust. 

The cai of Juggurnaut is a monstious vehicle, gi- 
gantic m its dimensions, and associated in the mind 
w ith images of hoi 1 or , it is a soi t of platform, forty- 
tin ee feet in height and thn ty-five feet square, moving 
upon sixteen w heels, each six feet and a half in dia- 
meter the ornaments with which it is decorated are 
by no means splendid, its principal attraction being a 
covering of striped and spangled bioad-cloth. The 
villageis of the neighbouung pcigunnahs have then 
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fields rent-free upon the condition of attendance at the 
cars of the idols This duty, at present esteemed a 
pm ilege, is not exclusively confined to those 'who are 
so xv ell lew aided for its pci formance , hut, before the 
whole ceremony concludes, the /eal of many of the 
devotees is vo completely exhausted, that the raths 
would scarcely reach their destination were it not foi 
the services which the Biahmms can command It 
takes fifteen bundled men to put each of the cars of 
Juggurnaut m motion, and, when the idols arc fairly 
established m their places, the shouts and cries of the 
frenzied multitude are such as to lead us to fancy that 
the whole of Pandemonium had been let loose, an idea 
which is strengthened bv the fiend-like figures of the 
Jogics, Gossans, and other religious mendicants, 
whose grim visages, lighted up with a frantic joy, 
give them a super-human appearance, as they chcei 
on their insane follow ers to acts of horror. Though 
the ponderous w heels of Juggurnaut no longer go 
crushing over the bodies of prostrate victims, the fury 
and excitement with which the assembled crowd rush 
to the cai is absolutely appalling. In places of very 
inferior note, there is something frightful in the noisy 
lumbering progress of the cumbrous rath, surmounted 
by a hideous idol, dragged about in honour of the fes- 
tival , but in the v ery heart and centre of this abomi- 
nable superstition, the celebration becomes perfectly 
terrific, and the senses, o\ erw nought, faint and sicken 
at the view The scenery of the place, its bare sands, 
the surging of the ocean in the distance, the drenching 
rains, damp gales, and sudden tempests of the fitful 
atmosphere, add to the wild horrors of this awful 
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pageant. Each day the exhibition becomes more 
ghastly, as the van victims of famine and disease diop 
exhausted ai ound, making a golgotha of the unhallowed 
piecmcts. 

The most sacied poition of the soil round the temple 
of Jugguinaut extends to a cncle of about eight miles, 
though the land is consideied holy to a much greater 
distance, and the whole, duimg sickly seasons, may 
be said to be coveied with the dead bodies of the pil- 
grims, who, unequal to encountei exposure to the 
inclemency of the veatliei, sink under accumulated 
haidslups to foim a fnghtful banquet foi cai non-birds 
and beasts of piey Most authorities agree that the 
tax, which -was levied by the Government upon the 
pilgnms to Jugguinaut, here as well as at Allahabad, 
tended to dimmish the number of persons lesoitmg to 
the festival, and also the amount of suicides Still a 
good deal of scandal vas excited by the suppoit of an 
establishment, by Christian rulers, of a stud of ele- 
phants, lioises, and other equipments for the service 
of the idol , and the annual waste of life, though not 
occasioned by actual offerings to the blood-stained 
wh eels of the demoniacal car, is neaily equally shocking, 
as the lesult of one of the most fnghtful delusions that 
evei spread its cuise upon the human lace 1 

The country about Jugguinaut consists of low sand- 
hills covered by a thick, but not tall, forest of trees, 
the gigantic vegetable products of the soil not being 
found so near the coast about a mile from the sea, 
cultivation abruptly ceases, the intei venmg space being 
a waste of deep and loose sand, extending along the 
desolate shore 
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The town of Pooree is situated upon the margin of 
this desert , but the Eui opean cantonments, with 
gi eater legard to comfoit and convenience than pic- 
turesque beauty, occupy a high ridge, -which is per- 
fectly destitute of veiduie, fiontmgthe sea, and having 
the benefit of all its cooling bieezes Pooree is, m 
consequence, notwithstanding its desolate appearance 
and its isolated situation, a desnable quartei , punkahs 
aie scaicely necessaiy at any period of theyeai , and, 
worn out by the oppressive heat of Bengal and Hm- 
dostan, many are delighted to loiter an ay the time 
on the health-inspiring, though solitary, slioies of 
Cuttack The beach is destitute of shells, 01 of any 
maune pioduction intei esting to the natui alist , the 
neighbouring sea, lion ever, abounds m fish, and 
oysters, ciabs, and lobsters, which aie never attainable 
at Calcutta in tlieir freshest state, are taken with the 
gieatest ease They are not generally supposed to be 
equal in flavour to those found m England , but this 
idea is m all piobability moie occasioned by the want 
of appetite, and consequent relish, of the sojourners 
of a tiopical clime than any leal mfeiionty on the 
pait of the fish Dunng the monsoon the surf rises 
with gieat vehemence, presenting bieakers equally 
formidable with those of Madras, and effectually pre- 
venting any thing, save boats of native constiuction, 
from holding communication with ships m the offing 
It sometimes happens that officeis, w r ho have neaily 
out-stayed the pei lod pel mitted foi absence m England, 
pievail upon the captains who bung them out to land 
them at Pooiee, whence they can report theii return 
to head-quaiteis long befoie the ship can leach its 



HURDWAE AND JUGGUENAUT 265 

destined port, and as at all times theEmopean outward- 
bound appeal witlnn sight of the black pagoda, or the 
temple of Juggumaut, and not unfiequently hold com- 
munication by signal w ith theliai bour-master of Pooree, 
the inhabitants of the station look out with great 
anxiety for passing vessels, and deuve then gieatest 
enjoyment fiom the expectation of obtaining news 
from England befoie it can ainve at Calcutta. 

The sand is ill-adapted either foi walking or foi 
riding, and in boisterous weather becomes so gi eat a 
nuisance as more than to counterbalance the advan- 
tages of the sea-bieeze. The houses are not built 
with the attention to comfoit which charactenzes 
those of the mteiioi , they aie more in the style of 
the pnmitive bungalow, peivious to eveiy wind from 
heaven, and gritty in every quaitei from the duftmg 
sand The interior paits of the distuct abound in 
game , but m the immediate neighbourhood of Pooiee, 
the ardour of the most determined sportsman is soon 
quenched by the difficulties which sunound him, and 
the w’orthlessness of the pi izes which lewaid his toil 
But while the mightiest hunter is obliged to lemam 
inactive, a wide field is opened to the antiquary, who 
may spend the whole penod of a protracted sojourn 
in examining and inquiring into the 1 ehcs of Hindoo 
antiquities which aie to be found m every part of the 
hallowed soil 

There ave seveial pagodas, occupying a considerable 
tract of ground, scatteied amongst the sand-hills which 
ha\e heaped themselves along the coast Many of 
these are protected fiom the encroachments of the 
drift by massy walls , but otheis, not having the same 

von. ii. n 
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facilities foi keeping the space clear aiound them, ai'e 
almost swallowed up in the sand All ai e exceedingly 
pictuiesque m then appearance, and then gaunt and 
withered inhabitants, only a little less infernal in their 
aspect than the deformed objects of their worship, 
spiawlmg on the floors, or grinning from a niche,, 
combined with the dreariness of the land-scene, and 
the loud roar of the ever-sounding surf, altogether 
form a pictuie of mid sublimity, w Inch leaves an 
indelible impiession upon the mind. 

The black pagoda, 01 temple of the sun, one of the 
most splendid Hindoo remains which India can boast, 
and which is an object of great attraction to all the 
intellectual visitants of Pooree, is situated about six- 
teen miles to the noith of the native city, m the midst 
of a wilderness of sand, with winch the jungle has 
stiuggled, not ahvays unsuccessfully, foi the ascen- 
dancy, lieie and there patches of verdure make their 
appearance, and the gentle risings of the ground relieve 
the dull monotony of the adjacent plains It is of 
much eailier antiquity than Juggumaut, but has lost 
its sanctity m the eyes of the multitude, and is now r 
deseited and left to rum. The loof is pyramidal, 
using fiom a squaie building of gieat solidity, but 
owing to a defect m the architecture, a large poition 
of tlus massive edifice is m rums, and it is somewhat 
difficult to compieliend its original design. 

Weeds, the gigantic product of a most prolific soil, 
pnckly pear, and copse-wood, have spread themselves 
over and amidst the enormous masses of recumbent 
mins, above which the surviving portion of the temple 
rears itself, and from the summit of an artificial mound 
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bids defiance to the encioaclnng sand, and lifts its 
head, pioudly as a beacon to the wandeieis of the 
wave Those who have closely examined the numbei- 
less sculptuies which adorn tins once splendid temple, 
repoit them to be of exquisite beauty , the choice of 
subject, however, m many must pi event them fiom 
being made better known by the aid of diawings, but 
this unhappy taste does not pel vade the whole edifice , 
and some of the colossal lemams, especially of elephants 
and guffins, aie magnificent. Any attempt at minute 
description would occupy many pages, while it must 
utteily fail in conveying an adequate idea of the lonely 
majesty of this dese ciated pile. A few fains , looking 
more like wood-demons than men, share the sheltei 
affoided by the numerous cavernous chambers, -with 
the poicupines and beais composing the puncipal 
population of the place , tigers occasionally join the 
assembly, though the latter mtrudeis, aiousmg the 
spirit of adventure in the youth of the neighbounng 
station, are speedily put to the lout. 

The intolerance of the Mussulmans, and their deter- 
mination to ovei throw ldolatiy 111 the seat of their 
conquests, obliged the Brahmins of Juggurnaut, upon 
more than one occasion, to resoit to stratagem for the 
preservation of their sacred images Twice have they 
been carried away and hidden amongst fastnesses 
beyond the Chilka lake (a neck of the sea, about 
seventeen miles to the south of Pooiee), and there 
enslmned until bettei times enabled them to letuin , 
but even the servants of the Prophet, tired of the 
attempt to force their religion upon the still moie 
bigotted followers of Brahma, came at length to a 
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compi omise, and turned the object of their antipathy 
into a soui ce of profit by instituting a tax, which was 
continued by the British Government Formerly, 
the concourse of pilgums was so great as to yield a 
revenue of nine lacs of rupees , but the receipts have 
dwindled yeaily, during a considerable period, and 
the progress of civilization and of knowledge is now 
extending so rapidly, that at no very gieat distance 
of time we may hope that the fearful oigies celebrated 
at Juggurnaut may be looked upon as bygone things, 
and that a puiei creed will be established upon the 
rums of that monstious fabric of supeistition which 
has so long tyrannized ovei the mental faculties of the 
Indian woild. 


CHAPTER XII. 

GOUR, MANDOO, AND BEJAPORE 

India abounds m deserted cities, — vast extensive 
luins, many of which may be described m the words 
of the prophet Isaiah, as peopled only with desolate 
cieatuies. One of the most lemarkable is Gour, the 
ancient capital of Bengal The remains of this once 
flouiishing place aie to be found m the district of 
Dinagepore, a few miles to the southward of Malda 
Its decline and abandonment weie caused by the 
desertion of the Ganges, which foimeily flowed beside 
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its walls About two hundied years ago, the course 
of the livei took a new duection, turning off to a con- 
siderable distance from the place to which it had 
bi ought wealth and sanctity To no pait of the city, 
occupying a space of twenty squaie miles, does the 
Ganges now appioacli nearer than four miles and 
a-half, and places formerly navigable aie now twelve 
miles from the stieam, which so unaccountably and 
capuciously forsook its ancient bed, leaving behind it 
all the melancholy consequences of the alienation of a 
poweiful ally 

There is something very poetical m the catastrophe 
of a city suffeung under a fate which may be compaied 
to the miseries resulting fiom human perfidy, and 
never did the fellest of wai’s due bloodhounds, fire, 
sword, pestilence, or famine, commit moie feaiful 
havoc than that which has silently and stealthily 
devastated a city, once so fan that it was styled by 
the Empeior Humaioon, f the abode of paradise ' The 
wild luxuiiance of vegetation, which characterizes 
Bengal, has nearly clioked up the magnificent remains 
of Gour a beautiful lake, adorned with many islands, 
spiead its crystal waters to the eastward of a strong 
fortiess, but both the lake and the citadel have 
vanished, and the splendouis of the city can only be 
estimated by a few majestic lemains of mosques, 
towei s, and gateways, which still exist to shew how 
deeply it was indebted to architectural taste and skill 
The buildings of Goui weie veiy solidly constiucted 
of buck and a stone which has been by many peisons 
mistaken for maible, but which geologists pionounce 
to be hornblende , vast quantities of the materials 
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have been earned away and sold for building m the 
neighbouring towns and villages, but there are still 
large masses of strong masonry scattered over the 
surface of the gi ound, which have been so completely 
covered with biushwood, and so mteimixed with the 
gigantic roots of trees, forcing themselves thiough the 
rifts made by time and the elements, as more to 
lesemble huge mounds of eaitli than the remains of 
human habitations. 

The bucks with which Gour was built aie lemark- 
able for the solidity of their texture, the sharpness 
of tlieir edges, and the smoothness of their sui faces, — 
characteristics which they have preserved thiough a 
senes of ages, and which have rendeied them ',a very 
marketable commodity Many beautiful edifices have 
been destioyed without mercy, foi the sake of the 
materials , and it is only the most solid which have 
defied the ruthless assaults of the pick-axe and crow- 
bai. Here are also to be found gieat abundance of 
the coarse enamelling resembling Dutch tiles, which 
at one period was so commonly used m the building 
of India. The painted Mosque, so called on account 
of its gay colours, is piofusely decoiated with this 
glazing, and the tomb of Hussein Shah is faced with 
bricks beautifully carved, and glazed m blue and white 

The arch of the pnncipal gateway, which m pic- 
tuiesque beauty can scaicely be surpassed, is upwards 
of fifty feet in height , the wall is of coirespondent 
thickness, and its massy stiength piomises to defy the 
lavages of time foi centuries to come it exhibits all 
the splendour of decoiation common to the buildings 
of the Moslem conquerors in India, and perhaps no 
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scene m the woild can be dignified with more solemn 
grandeui than that which is displayed m these 
noble remains, forming an entrance to the wildest 
and most desolate jungle imaginable. Amidst the 
reeds which encumbei the soil, may be seen the 
dwindled lelics of fruits and floweis, now wild, which 
m other days adorned luxunant gaidens the palm- 
tree still flourishes, but the coarsei vegetation of all 
kinds is too redundant The cuculation of an is 
impeded, the weeds are peimitted to wither and 
decay upon the ground, and from these deposits, 
and from the swamps produced by neglected tanks, 
miasma is created, which thieatens the visitor with 
disease and death. A few feeble attempts have been 
made to bring land, which Nature has rendered 
exuberantly fertile, under cultivation , but the patience 
of the supine Bengallee has been wearied. The most 
effectual processes, those of cutting down the brush- 
wood and burning the weeds, have been neglected, 
and, content with a baie subsistence obtained amidst 
clouds of tormenting insects, the foulest an, and the 
most noxious veimm, the neighbouring population 
neglect the sources of wealth and comfort which lie 
so invitingly befoie them The tanks, long neglected, 
and rendered pestilential by the impunties of then 
stagnant wateis, swaim with alligatois, and cannot 
be approached without dangei, notwithstanding the 
pious exeitions of lesident faqueers, who employ 
themselves m the unenviable task of taming these 
stupid and hideous monsteis. 

The success attending efforts, which peihaps would 
have been moie advantageous to the community at 
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large if directed to the destiuction of these formidable 
reptiles, shews that there is no natuie so wholly 
brutish and ciuel as not to be susceptible of impiove- 
ment. The alligatois of Goui have learned to dis- 
tinguish the voice of kindness, and come leadily to 
the call of those who have been at the pains of 
subduing then fieicencss, taking a moisel of rice 
fiom the hands of tlieir protectors, who, armed with 
the doctnne of fatalism, and totally mdiffeient to life, 
go feailessly up to the veiyjaws "which seem yawning 
foi then destruction In those parts of India most 
piegnant with distempers, and most dieadfully infested 
with savage animals, leligious ascetics, both Malio- 
medan and Hindoo, aic ceitam to be found. It is 
not easy to say -whether these people are actuated 
by religious enthusiasm or wordly ambition , as long 
as they exist they excite an extiaordmaiy degiee of 
veneiation, which perchance may reconcile them to a 
life of the most liomble privation, but, as they very 
often establish themselves in remote and almost inac- 
cessible places, they can have very little enjoyment 
of the leputation for which they must make such 
sacufices Remorse, oi worldly disappointment, are 
among the causes which induce the religious ascetics 
of India to fly to the jungle, and associate with the 
wild beasts of the field , but with many it is merely 
a profession, — a mode of life to v r hich they are called 
by caste 01 descent No sooner has a faquecr been 
devouied by the tiger, or othei dangerous companion, 
to whose tendei meicies he has tiusted, than a succes- 
sor is leady to take his place, willing to encounter 
the same danger, and to perish by the same catas- 
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tiophe in fact, the people of India think it but 
proper that some kinds of deaths should be heieditaiy 
in a family , those especially whose paients have been 
devouied by tigeis, seek the same foi tune, and few 
are known to desert places which have been peculiarly 
fatal to then relatives 

The extiaoidmary size and numbeis of the alligatois 
of Gour can be easily accounted foi by the cncum- 
stances which aie so paiticulaily favouiable to the 
giowth of all descuptions of leptiles, the hot damp 
nature of the atmospheie, and the slimmess of the 
soil, the conuption and fei mentation of vegetable 
mattei, the fat -weed left to lot m its own effluvia, 
and geneiatmg monsters , but alligatois are numeious 
where these causes do not exist tanks, which have 
been long diy, are no soonei filled with watei fiom 
the penodical rains, than they are discoveied to be 
peopled -with reptiles, of which no tiace had been 
previously seen Pei sons unacquainted with the 
extraoidinaiy piecocity of the reptile tribe, imagine 
that these cieatuies must have found their way fiom 
distant -waters, but they aie m all probability hatched 
fiom eggs deposited m the neighbouring sand. The 
instant one of these amphibious monsteis bleaks its 
shell, it is perfectly competent to the caie of its 
own subsistence , its first impulse is to seek for food, 
and if it escape the numerous enemies watching an 
opportunity to make a meal, before it is stiong enough 
to resist them, its growth is so lapid as almost to 
exceed belief. 

The boa-constnctoi is an inhabitant of the wood- 
encumbeied luins of Gour, where it attains to a veiy 
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consideiable size one twenty-two feet long having 
been killed about the penod of the visit made by 
Mr. Darnell, the aitist, to whose pencil we aie indebted 
for some striking dekneations of this once celebiated 
place Though still so close to the Ganges, few 
travellers have put themselves to the inconvenience 
of going a little out of then way to inspect the relics 
of a city possessing so many claims to notice. Several 
stiagglmg villages aie to be found upon the site, 
and tlieie would not be much difficulty m conveitmg 
the lemams of eight bazaais, which aie well placed 
for the purpose, into a flounshmg town. Should the 
spirit of impiovement leach the wealthy portion of 
the natives of India, they have a wide field before 
them , and, even as a vision of fancy, it is pleasing 
to imagme the swamps and wildernesses of Bengal, 
where the serpent broods, the tiger couches, and 
the wild boar whets his hoi l id tusks, converted into a 
smihng plain, shaded by the mango and the tamaund- 
tiee, and peopled with innocent and happy creatures 
There aie several buildings superioi m beauty and 
elegance to anything of the kind to be found m the 
piovmce of Bengal, which might still be pieserved 
from fai tlier decay One of these, a minaret ninety 
feet m height and twenty-one feet m diametei at the 
base, is particularly staking. It is said to have been 
elected by Fnoze Shah, one of the independent kings 
of Bengal, and as it stands in a part of the city 
which has been cleaied of jungle, its beauties are 
not obscured by the too redundant giowth of the 
, foiest, which has pioved so mimical to many of its 
neighbours. A stancase in the mtenoi leads to an 
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open cupola at the top, whence a grand and extensive ' 
view may be obtained of the adjacent country Several' 
gateways leraain m toleiable pi eservation. Trees are 
spungingfiom the Soonna Musjid, or golden mosque, 
but its lower story is almost entire, and displays gi eat 
architectuial beauty both m the design and the execu- 
tion of the ornaments. The Chota Soonna Mnsjtd, or 
small golden mosque, has suffered even less from the 
ravages of time, and piesents one of those splendid 
mtenois m which a senes of arches, succeeding and 
ciossmg each other, delight the eye fiom every point 
of view by the play of light and shadow, and the 
richness and grandeur of the effect Another mosque, 
not veiy materially injured by the numerous agencies 
which have been at work at Gour, has a gieat reputa- 
tion for sanctity , it is named the Kadan Rasul, fi om 
a small stone deposited there bearing the impression 
of a human foot, believed by the pious to have been 
made by Mahommed himself. This stone, according 
to tradition, was bi ought from Medina many years 
ago Suiajah Dowlah, the Napoleon of Ins day, 
earned it off, but it was lestoied by Meer Jaffier. 
This mosque, m consequence of its containing so 
piecious a relic, and boasting the sin me of a celebrated 
saint besides, is much visited by pilgnms, and there- 
fore has not been suffeied to go to lum like those 
which have only pictuiesque beauty to recommend 
them. One alone, amid the budges elected ovei the 
drains and canals which intei sected the loads, have 
been spaied by people who estimated the value of 
these lums by what they would bring at maiket. 
Euiopeans have been guilty of this baibauty, some of 
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/the woiks at Fort William having been constructed 

. 'of stone taken fiom the tombs of the sovereigns of 
Gour. The city being m the road to China Poonjee, 
a sanitarium lately established on the Siccim hills, 
and much fiequented m the hot weathei by visitors 
fiom Calcutta, Anglo-Indians have an opportunity 
of making the only amends in their power for former 
outiages, by pieseivmg all that now exists m this 
once celebiated place. 

As a city, Goui is perhaps past lecall, we must 
be content to see the ploughshare duven over the 
halls of kings, and modern cottages constructed from 
the ctumbling bnckwoik of ancient palaces, but 
theie aie otliei places which might still be snatched 
from impending destruction. Of these, Mandoo is 
one of the most interesting Though, like Gour, 
vegetation has spiung up so thickly and stiongly, 
as almost to ovei whelm many of the buildings, the 
rums of Mandoo have not so completely yielded to 
the evil influences to which they have been exposed, 
and the situation is much finei and moie sti iking 
Originally Hindoo, the lesidence of the Dhai Rajas, 
it aftei wards became subject to the Patan govern- 
ment, and upon its captuie by Acbar, who made 
himself mastei of all the Mahomedan states m his 
neighbourhood, it fell gradually into decay Mandoo 
is built upon a laige tract of table-land, upon the 
summit of a mountain belonging to the Vmdhyan 
range, in the piovmce of Malwa, and upon the 
occupation of this pait of the eountiy by the Butish, 
it was found to be a shelter foi piedatoiy tribes, 
the strong-hold of Bheels, who, aftei lobbing and 
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slaughtering m the plains, returned to this solitaiy fast- 
ness, which then effectually secured them fiom pursuit 

Upon the occupation of Malwa and the neigh- 
bounng provinces by the British, the Bheels were 
deprived of this sanctuaiy , but they have hitherto, 
at least the greatei portion of them, continued to 
lead the lawless life to which then foiefathers were 
so stiongly attached, and there appeals to be more 
difficulty m spreading civilization amongst them than 
we have found with any othei class 01 tribe of native 
Indians. Sir John Malcolm, who has left an enviable 
name behind him, wheiesoevei his duties led him 
to sojourn, was more successful than those who have 
succeeded him, (perhaps m consequence of having 
more poivei and bettei oppoitunities,) m persuading 
these poor people to submit to the established autho- 
rities Like Mr Cleveland with the hill tribes of 
Bengal, he tiled the power of kindness and confidence, 
placing tiust m those, who, accustomed to be dis- 
trusted, felt anxious to maintain the new charactei 
with winch they had been invested But there still 
remains a gieat deal to be done throughout the vast 
tracts of country almost wholly inhabited by these 
people. Though not considered equal m intellectual 
development to the mountameeis of Europe, they 
shaie, with the highland fieebooteis of formei days, 
the generosity and honour which seem common to 
the wildest tribes 

It often happens that regulai campaigns are made 
against the Bheels, when they appeal m force, 
threatening their moie peaceable neighbours with 
an onslaught. Upon these occasions, if the young 
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officeis who command the outposts are fond of the 
glorious sports of an Indian jungle, they do not 
sciuple to throw themselves completely into the power 
of those against w hom they have been sent m arms, 
and in no instance have they been known to suffer 
from their confidence. The Bheels are much delighted 
with skill m shooting , they arc also grc.it admirers 
of English fire-arms, shewing all the wondei and 
sui prise at double-barrels and percussion-locks, which 
such miraculous imcntions are calculated to inspire 
amongst a rude people , w ith them, the Frcj scliutz 
w'ould be no fable, and thej regard the possessors 
of such magical instruments with the highest degree 
of veneration In the bosom of civilized society, the 
j’-oung European adventurers, who have joined the 
morning's sport and the evening bivouac with the 
Bheels, have recurred with the greatest delight to the 
period passed amongst a proscribed race, who seem 
to sliaie the curse of the descendants of Ishmael, 
then hands being against ever} man, and every man’s 
hand against them. Though the Bheels have been 
dispossessed of hlandoo, tigers are still there m great 
force, preferring the halls and chambers of palaces, 
to denb and caverns in the neighbouring woods 
Paitics, who come over from Mliow to visit the still 
splendid lemams of the city, are in some danger 
of encounteimg tigers in the streets, they being the 
sole inhabitants, with the exception of the usual com- 
plement of faqiterrs, who supply a meal to their four- 
footed companions, when other game is scarce. 

Notwithstanding the fnghtful neglect and desola- 
tion which have for so long a period characterized 
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Mandoo, a veiy large poition of its buildings are 
still m a toleiable state of preservation. It possesses 
some of the most beautiful specimens of Afghan aichi- 
tectuie to be found in Hmdostan, and is celebiated 
for its reseivous of water, and the subaqueous apart- 
ments aiound them, the luxurious letreats, duung the 
hot winds, of the punces and potentates of this once 
populous distnct. The ship, 01 watei -palace, as it is 
indiscriminately called, is one of the most lemaikable of 
the relics of Mandoo , it is built upon a point of land 
between two laige tanks, 01 rather lakes, and is as 
much admued for the beauty and pictuiesqueness of 
its architecture, as foi the singularity of its situation. 
No one can look upon this delightful abode, without 
expenencing the most painful feeling of regret at 
the inevitable destiuction to which it appears to be 
doomed Not even in Goui, aie the sensations pio- 
duced by the total abandonment of a once splendid 
city by its human inhabitants, of so melancholy a 
natuie as those which are excited by the awful still- 
ness and utter solitude at Mandoo. 

While m the occupation of Malwa, Sn John Mal- 
colm took up his abode occasionally m this deserted 
city, and it sometimes attiacts parties of visitois from 
the not very distant cantonments of Mhow , but there 
seems to be veiy little hope of its evei again becoming _ 
a busy haunt of men The gi eater number of the 
buildings at this place aie constructed of a fine led- 
stone, a favourite material throughout the Upper 
Provinces of Hmdostan, but theie is a beautiful 
mausoleum erected ovei the grave of Hussein Shab, 
entnely composed of white maible, bi ought all the 
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way from the banks of the Nerbudda. Mandoo has 
been described by old wnteis as a city of vast extent, 
twenty -two miles m cn cumference, and enough is 
still in existence to satisfy the visitor of the tiuth of 
this statement It is only accessible from the plain 
below at one point, whei e there is a broad causeway, 
and a passage guaided by three gateways, still in 
good preservation, which leads thiough the rock to 
the summit of the mountain on which the city stands. 
The whole of this mountain is lichcly clothed with 
vegetation , gigantic trees spung fiom the rifts, and 
the buildings above aie embosomed m a mass of 
splendid foliage The surrounding country is exceed- 
ingly fiuitful, and the plains aie coveied with a 
peculiar kind of grass, veiy finely scented, which 
gives out its pel fume to the wandering breeze, and 
when piessed, yields an oil which has obtained a very 
high degree of celebrity on account of is medicinal 
qualities At Calcutta, where theie is some difficulty 
in getting it genuine, it sells at a high puce, but at 
the places m which it is made it may be procuied 
veiy cheaply it is used in all lheumatic complaints 
with success, and both natives and Europeans hold 
it m gieat estimation 

The geology of the neighbouihood of Mandoo is 
exceedingly interesting, and peiliaps theie aie few 
places m India wlieie natuialists would find their 
reseal ches better rewaided The whole of Malwa is 
lemaikable for its botanical tieasuies, and the city 
of Mandoo is now one gieat menagene, where the 
zoologist may study habits of beasts, buds, and 
reptiles, with gieat ease. To the antiquary, also. 
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theie would be infinite giatification m the inspection 
of the Afghan remains., which are of a superior cha- 
racter to those scattered over the other scenes of then 
conquests These people are now little known out 
of Afghanistan, except m the eliaiacter of tiaders, m 
which capacity they travel thiough the gi eater part 
of India, fiequently penetrating as far as Calcutta, 
wheie their huge foinis and stiange complexions, of 
that clear darkness which is so distinct from the 
coppei, or rather bronze colour' of the native Indians, 
conti ast very strongly with the swaithy diminutive 
races of Bengal The Afghans claim to be descen- 
dants of Saul, king of Isiael, and if features be any 
proof of Jewish oiigm, they have truth upon their 
side Bishop Heber was struck by their resemblance 
to the pictures of the old Masters, and none who have 
ever seen the rabbis delineated by the painters of the 
Italian and Flemish schools, can fail to acknowledge 
the great similanty between them and the peisons 
who sometimes travel se vast distances m order to sell 
grapes, apples, dates, and pistachio-nuts m Hmdostan 

Mandoo, notwithstanding its exceeding beauty, and 
the romantic interest which clings aiound its moul- 
dering towers, is sui passed m both by that splendid 
city, which Su John Mackintosh has piactically 
styled, "The Palmyra of the Deccan ” Weie it not 
foi the absence of marble, Bejapoie might vie with 
Delhi and Agra, and perhaps neither of these places 
can boast of buildings equal m magnificence to the 
tomb of Mahmood Shah, or the duiga of Ibiahim 
Padshah m the gardens of the Twelve Imaums. After 
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the paitition of Auiungzebe’s mighty empire, Beja- 
poie, which, duiing the short penod of two bundled 
years, existed as an independent Mahomedan king- 
dom, governed by the pnnces of the Adil Shah 
dynasty, fell into the hands of the Malnattas, and 
it is only very lately that it has been accessible to 
Euiopean visitants. 

Though not so totally abandoned as Mandoo, the 
city contains a very scanty population, composed 
chiefly of Mahomedan pnests, and religious beggais, 
attached to the diffeient mosques and durgas, the 
pooler classes of Mahrattas, and a few moie orthodox 
Hindoos the latter rejoice greatly in a small tank 
containing liquid of a milky hue, which they asseit to 
be the tiue water of the Ganges, bi ought by a pious 
Brahmin to the city, and lenewed m all its sanctity 
by some miraculous process. The city consists of two 
parts, both sunounded by a wall, that compnzmg the 
citadel, being much moie stiongly fortified than the 
remaining poition At a little distance, it does not 
betray the ruin and desolation winch lurk within, 
cannon still bustle upon the bastions, and the immense 
assemblage of towers, domes, pinnacles, and spiles, 
which shoot up into the sky, partially intei mixed 
with tamannd and other tiees, deceive the distant 
spectatois, who cannot imagine that they are about to 
entei a vast wilderness, v hei e the human habitations 
have ciumbled into dust, leaving mosques and mauso- 
leums to tell the tale of foimer glory. Though the 
palaces, which once giaced Bejapore, could not have 
been infeiior m splendour to any of the impeiial 
residences still existing in India, they have suffeied 
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to a far greater extent than the tombs and temples 
in their neighbourhood • many of the lattex still 
being peifect, and promising to suivive during many 
centui ies. 

Notices of Bejapore are scattered tlnoughout many 
publications, but a regulai histoi y, or a continuation 
of that given by Ferishta, is still wanting, and it is 
scaicely possible to imagine any subject connected 
with Indian records which would be so interesting. 
After the first irruptions under Mahmood Glnzni, 
into India, the whole country offered a field for 
hlahomedan adventuiers, who lequired little more 
than an enterpnzmg spn it and nnlitaiy skill, to esta- 
blish their fortunes amid the troubles and distinctions 
of the natn c pou ers Yoosoof Add Shah, the founder 

of Bejapore, is said to hate been a son of the Turkish 
Empeior Bajazet, who, being saved m the general 
massacre of lus bi others, by the substitution of a 
slave-boy, about his own age, was sent into a foreign 
country for safety, and when he attained to manhood, 
turning his steps to India, acquired some lenown m 
the wars of the Deccan. Upon the death of his 
patron, the Patan empne falling into pieces, Yoosoof 
W’as encouraged to found a new kingdom, and to place 
himself at the head of it He succeeded m his object, 

and notwithstanding the internal Doubles and the 
foreign wars in which his successois weie more or 
less engaged, during the whole penod oftheir dynasty, 
they have left works behind them winch would seem 
to require a protracted inteival of the most profound 
peace. Theie is scaicely any city m India which 
boasts of public elections of so much splendour and 
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utility as Bejapore , the aqueducts, which are still in 
existence, aie of the most extensive and supeib de- 
scnption, and tlieie aie fountains, wells, tanks, and 
boTvlces, all solidly constructed, either of stone, or 
finely tempeied chtnam, neaily innumerable. 

The soveieigns of Bejapoie maintained a good 
undei standing with thp Moghul emperors until the 
reign of Aui ungzebc, who, almost without a pretext, 
put an end to a kingdom which he might have len- 
deredtributaiy It is said that his favourite daughter 
pointed out to him the piobable effects of the narrow 
policy to which Ins selfish ambition w ould lead, but 
he paid no attention to her 1 emonstrances, lefusing 
to permit any monarch, even piofessmg the same 
creed, to exist within the wide circle of his dominions 
In weakening the Mahomedan power by the deposi- 
tion of the sovereigns of the Deccan, Auiungzebe 
precipitated the fall of his successors, by giving advan- 
tages to the Mahrattas, who weie beginning to shew 
manifestations of their rising greatness, which ought 
not to have passed unnoticed. Almost before Aurung- 
zebe w'as cold m his giave, they possessed themselves 
of the kingdom which he had so unjustifiably wrested 
from its foundeis, and a veiy bhoit period of time saw 
them masters of the territories which he had pur- 
chased at the expense of so many cumes From the 
moment that Bejapoie fell into the hands of the 
Mahrattas, its decay commenced , nothing ever flou- 
rished under the rule of a people equally destitute of 
public virtue, and of all lelish for the refinements of 
civilized life. They plundered and massacred whei ever 
they w r ent, and giovelled m filth, m the mud huts 
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which they erected amid the smoking ruins of stately 
palaces 

When the British officeis who seived m the wars 
of Deccan beheld Bejapore, which until that period 
had been rarely visited by Euiopeans, they were as- 
tonished by the splendoui which gieeted their eyes 
upon eveiy side Major Moor, m one of his eaily 
works, wntes thus "We cannot but feel how inade- 
quate we are to describe the meanest of a thousand 
buildings m this -wonderful city, and would be veiy 
glad to see a pen bettei skilled m these matters so 
woithily employed. Ours was but a transient view, 
and for our owm part, totally unused to such sights, 
we were so lost m admnation as scarcely to believe 
what we saw- to be 1 entities.” 

The walls of the citadel and the puncipal buildings 
of the city are of hewn stone, -which is susceptible of 
a -very high polish, some of the mteiiors shining with 
all the splendour of maible the masonry also is well 
w 01 thy of notice, many of the finest specimens of 
architecture being put together without the aid of 
cement At the close of the campaigns under the 
Duke of Wellington, Bejapore -was given up to the 
rajah of Satara, and since that peiiod the progiess of 
decay has been partially auested The revenues of 
some of the neighbounng villages have been set apart 
foi the maintenance of the attendants at the tombs and 
mosques, and though neglect is but too visible, the 
visitors are not disgusted with the impurities which 
so speedily collect wheie bats and buds are peimitted 
to dwell unmolested There would be little difficulty 
in restoring the greatei poition of the decaying splen- 
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douis of Bejapoie, although some of its finest edifices 
aie past lecall. 

The tomb of Mahmood Shah, fi om some defect m 
its constiuction, is lepoited to be in a veiy dangeious 
condition , the foundation has sunk, and the walls m 
moie than one place aie split fiom top to bottom. 
This gigantic, but somewhat heavy pile, may vie 
with the finest cathedials m Euiope, both in size and 
giandeur, the great dome, called by the natives 
the buna Gumbooz, is laigei than the cupola of St. 
Paul's and only mfenoi in dimensions to that of St 
Petei’s at Rome. It is said that a silvei sin me for- 
merly coveied the remains of Mahmood Shah, which 
are deposited in an immense hall beneath the dome , 
but this became the spoil of the Main attas, and the 
saicophagi of the lung and his family aie now only 
remarkable foi a very ugly, though highly-esteemed, 
coating of holy eaith, brought fiom Mecca, min- 
gled with sandalwood-dust, and foimed into a coaise 
plastei 

The dm ga of Abou al Muzzuffei diffeis very widely 
m its style from that of Mahmood Shah, and though 
an immense pile, is distinguished for the lightness 
and elegance of its aiclutectuie The intei lor is most 
exquisitely 01 namented with enamelling of gold upon 
a blue and a black giound, the latter being polished 
so highly as to look like glass. It is said that the 
whole of the Koian is contained m the embellishments 
of this splendid edifice, emblazoned mlaigeehaiacters 
intermixed with arabesques tastefully sculptured m 
elegant combinations of fruit and flowers. Ibialnm 
Adil Shah, to whose memory this superb mausoleum 
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is dedicated, was one of the most populai of the 
soveieigns of Bejapoie. He has left a name behind 
him equally leveienced both by Moslem and Hindoo, 
and his shnne is visited by the woishippeis of Bnhm, 
as well as the disciples of the piophet, each regaiding 
him as a saint to whom then devotions may be paid 
with advantage to themselves The coirupted state 
of Mahomedanism m India is stiongty exhibited at 
Bejapore, wheie the true behevei s, now few and of 
no weight m the community, aie little bettei than 
idolators. 

There is a huge piece of biass ordnance at Bejapoie, 
winch is an object of veneration amongst all castes 
and sects, w ho pay to the unseen pow r er lodged in this 
engine of desti action, homage almost amounting to 
dame lionoui s. Many fabulous legends aie told by 
the natives about this gun, which is named Mulhi-i- 
Meidan, ‘sovereign of the plain,’ and which became 
the spoil of All Adil Shall, who took it m battle against 
the king of Ahmednuggur. The w'eight of the Mo- 
naicli of the Plain is forty tons, and it is of conespon- 
dent dimensions, so lai ge in fact, that it has nevei yet 
been chaiged with the quantity of powder which its 
chamber would contain The metal of which it is 
composed is said to have a consideiable portion of 
silver, and a smallei quantity of gold, mixed with 
the tin and coppei foimmg its chief mateuals When 
struck, it emits a cleai, but somewhat awful sound, 
similar to that of an enoimous bell, w'hicli is endurable 
only at a consideiable distance The mighty voice 
given foi tli by a touch, added to the terrible idea of 
havoc conveyed by tins foimidable piece of artillery, 
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doubtless lias assisted m impi essmg the natives with 
a feeling of leveience towards a piodigy of strength 
and powei, which they cannot imagine to have been 
wholly the work of man. They bum incense before 
it, smear it ovei with cinnabar and oil, wieathe it 
with floweiy gai lands, and never appioach it without 
joined hands and countenances expi essive of the highest 
degiee of leveience and devotion 

There is a tradition current at Bejapore, lespecting 
a sister of the MiilL-i-Meidan, named Kurk o-Burdglee, 
‘ thundei and lightning , ’ but no authentic account 
has been preserved of it, and its existence has been 
doubted Yet, as the natives of India seem always to 
have been ambitious of possessing themselves of pieces 
of oidnance beyond the oidmary size, — the great gun 
at Agra being one of the best known specimens, — we 
must not too hastily reject the tales told about the 
Kurk-o-Budglee , which is said to have been earned to 
Poonali The Mulk-i-Meidam is sometimes filed, but 
upon very rare occasions. The lajah of Satara did 
Su John Malcolm the honour of saluting him with 
the discharge of this celebrated gun, and the accounts 
of the effects it produced will piobably prevent it 
from being again the cause of similai catastiophes • 
some of the old buildings came down, otheis shook 
to their foundations, and several women weie fughtened 
to death by the hoirors of the concussion. 

During the buef period of the Adil Shah dynasty, 
the Portuguese obtained a settlement at Goa Unfor- 
tunately, their chionicles are of a veiy confused des- 
cription, and affoid little mfoimation respecting the 
events which -were passing around them. We learn 
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nothing fiom then accounts of the beauty and magni- 
tude of a city, which must, fiom its veiy commencement, 
have been one of the most lemaikable places in India 
Taveimei, who was the eaihest European tiaveller m 
the Deccan, either could not have seen it, m must 
have wilfully misrepresented a place, winch he des- 
cribes as having nothing worthy of note, excepting 
the ciocodiles inhabiting the surrounding ditch. Beja- 
poi e is not now famous for its nlligatois , then existence 
m the moat has been denied, and this extiaoidmaiy 
city is still without an historian, there being scaicely 
even the most brief catalogue extant of the vauous 
objects calculated to attiact the attention of the 
curious 

The Turkish descent of Yoosif Add Shah Ins Pei sun 
connexions, and the foieigneis fiom othci countiies 
w horn he invited to his court, and w ho were entertained 
by him and lus successors with truly legal magnifi- 
cence, occasioned the mtioduction of a gi eater variety 
m the styles of the different buildings of Bejapoie, 
than is to be found m any otliei city m India. A 
few* pencils have been employed m delineating some 
of the most splendid , but volumes would be requued 
to give an adequate idea of the aichitectuial beauties 
of this unaccountably neglected place Duimg the 
long period in which the continent was closed to 
adventurous footsteps, it seems w ondei ful that India 
should not have been moie atti active to poisons of 
truant disposition The woiks of Darnell and of Salt 
were, 01 ought to have been, sufficient to shew that 
the plains of Hindostan possessed objects mentirg 
attention, but they were suffeied to pass unheeded, 
VOL. II o 
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and few seemed to think India worthy of a thought, 
until the publication of the journal of the late Bishop 
Heber afforded newer and juster ideas of a country 
replete with intei est. 

Bejapoie is celebiated for its tamarind-tiees , the 
groves which have arisen amidst the once populous 
stieets and thoroughfares of this extensive capital, have 
not, as at Goui and Mandoo, completely usurped the 
soil, or become the agent of desolation , the growth 
of vegetation is slower m the aiid plains of the Dec- 
can ; and the green canopy of the tiees, and the cool 
shades beneath them, are particularly agreeable amidst 
the immense masses of buildings The inhabited part 
of Bejapoie beais a very small proportion to the space 
which is almost wholly deserted , laige tracts occur 
entnely covered with rums, theiemnants of dwelling- 
houses long laid prostrate on the earth Emerging 
fiom these dreaiy-lookmg fragments, we come to 
some splendid building still entile, and while passing 
tlnough immense quadrangles, watered by fountains 
and adorned with floweis, we can scarcely believe 
they aie situated amid a wide waste of rums The 
foit is gainsoned by a few Mahratta soldiers, who 
keep the guns m tolerable order, and every season 
mci eases the number of visitants, attracted by the 
repoit of the aichitectuial wonders of the place. 

Theie are seveial fine tanks and reseivoiis of nater 
kept in good preseivation , one of these which bears 
the name of the Taj Torvlee, is a splendid piece of 
workmanship, surrounded by a serai, foi the accom- 
modation of travellers, and approached through a 
noble gateway Very little of the ground which is 
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unoccupied by buildings has been bi ought undei 
cultivation, and the whole of the country around the 
city exhibits marks of neglect The inhabitants, who 
are not numerous, aie perhaps too pool to repair the 
ravages of war, or they have not yet acquired confi- 
dence m the security of property The noble ambition 
which would lead to the lestoiation of fading splen- 
dour, does not appear to belong to the native charactei 
Though displaying a passion for the pomp of architec- 
tuie. they have no pleasuie m pieserving the woiks 
of otheis from decay. Comparatively slight exertions 
would suffice to avert the fate which seems impending 
over Bejapore , but, if left to the public spirit of the 
lulmg powers, we feai that there is little chance of its 
evei regaining any of the advantages it has lost, and 
it is impossible not to regiet that this beautiful city 
belonged to the ceded portion of the district 

Religious mendicants abound m Bejapoie; these 
aie chiefly of the Maliomedan persuasion; although, 
besides the small pond, supposed to contain the holy 
water of the Ganges, there is a Hindoo temple, of such 
gieat antiquity, as to be said to be the woik of the 
Pandoos, the architects to whom the cathedial-like 
excavations of Elloia are attnbuted This temple is 
extremely low, the roof lestmg upon clusteis of pillais 
foi med of single stones, and apparently belonging to 
an age earlier, 01 at least 1 uder, than that which pro- 
duced the magnificent designs and uch sculptuies of 
the cave-temples 

Many of th efaqueers befoi e-mentioned subsist entn ely 
upon casual charity, having nothing from the religious 
edifices which they have made their abode, except- 

o 2 


292 


GOUR, MANDOO, 

mg the sheltei of a roof, otheis receive a regular 
stipend from the Government, and it is to then zeal 
that the tombs and mosques aie indebted for the 
cleanliness which a tiue believei is always desnous to 
maintain in eveiy slnine. It is the custom m many 
Mahomedan temples m India, to make offerings of 
cloths for canopies and othei things, which aie eithei 
divided amongst the mooli alts m attendance, 01 sold 
foi then benefit , but Bejapoie, though boasting many 
saints, atti acts few pilgrims , while other dwgas , 
greatly mfenoi m splendour, and not moie celebrated 
foi the ashes they contain, aie bountifully endowed by 
the conti lbutions of the pious The few lupees which 
Clmstians disbuise amongst the peisons in caie of the 
numerous places of woiship, foim nearly the sole 
souice of emolument of the priesthood at Bejapoie, 
independent of the scanty sum already mentioned as 
being devoted to then maintenance Fiom these men 
veiy little information which can be depended upon is 
gained , they launch out into wild and improbable 
tales, entei taming enough m themselves, but disappoint- 
ing to persons leally desirous tobecome acquainted with 
facts 1 elating to some of the nameless tombs and tem- 
ples piodigally scatteied in eveiy quartei of the city 
The notion that vast tieasmes aie concealed amidst 
the lums, is veiv pievalent, and would be the making 
of the foi tune of an adept of the Dousterswivel genus 
Many peisons have been known to speculate m the 
pui chase of an old wall , but as yet the success of 
these experiments has not been made public Even 
Runjeet Sing and the Begum Sumioo do not appear, 
clevei and well-informed as they both undoubtedly 
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aie, to be aware of the superior secunty of a foieign 
bank to any subterranean place of deposit foi their 
surplus wealth , and as they aie said to bury money 
eveiy year, theie can be little doubt that this favouiite 
expedient ivas resoited to m foimer times all ovei 
India. 

Bejapoie, m all probability, possesses concealed 
mines of gold and gems , but, without the aid of the 
divinmg-iod, it would be veiy difficult to discovei 
them One small mausoleum, called the Mootee gtl, 
is said to deuve its name fiom an mteiior coating of 
chunam, foimed of pounded peails A nobleman, 
who possessed a vast quantity of these valuable gems, 
excited the envy of the reigning punce, and was in 
dangei of being anested upon a chaige of treason, 
the only pietext which could be devised to depuve 
lum of the coveted tieasures. Obtaining timely notice 
of the plot, he explained the piedicament in which he 
stood to the ladies of the zenana, who, detei mining to 
defeat the object which the tyiant had m view, de- 
stioyed all the value of the puze, by 1 educing the 
peails to powder It was no longei considered woith 
while to puisue the ownei of a heap of useless dust, 
and the monaich spaied himself a crime by which 
there -was nothing to be gained, the pounded gems 
were, it is said, aftei wards given to a religious person, 
who converted them into chunam, and made it the 
decoration of a tomb, which assuiedly appears to be 
stuccoed with some very piecious matenal 

Weeks, nay even months, might be spent m the 
examination of all the cunous objects which Bejapore 
affords, and there could scaicely be a moie interesting 
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task than that of filling up the meagre details with 
•which alone we have hitherto been furnished, concern- 
ing a city which has been so unaccountably cheated 
of its well-merited renow n 


CHAPTER XIII. 
ENVIRONS OF CALCUTTA 


BAiuiActcronr, SniAMronF, avd Dum Dlm 
It has been the policy of the Indian Government to 
separate soldiers and citizens from eacli other, the 
forces, theiefore, which are consideied necessaiy for 
the defence of Calcutta, are stationed, the infantry at 
the distance of sixteen miles, and the artillery at eight, 
from the seat of Government Fort William (a strong- 
hold to which the Governor-general may retire m case 
ot invasion from abroad or rebellion at home, and con- 
sidered by experienced engineers to be impregnable, 
which will contain provisions and stores to withstand 
a siege as long as that of Troy), m times of security, 
is garrisoned by a single King’s regiment, or a part of 
tw o at the most, the sepoy duties being performed by 
a detachment from Barrackpoie, relieved at stated 
periods, while the guard employed m Calcutta is com- 
posed of the city militia 


Barhackpore is an irregularly-built station, situated 
on the left bank of the Hooghly. Many of the houses 
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are as splendid as the mansions of the neighbouiing 
city, but the larger portion consist of bungalows 
considerably smaller than those of theUppei Provinces, 
but, genei ally speaking, moie carefully finished, and 
built and fitted up in a superioi style. A few look 
upon the river, but there is no broad esplanade, as 
upon the opposite bank, wheie Serampore’s proud 
palaces are mirrored on the glassy surface of the 
stream Those mansions, however, which do com- 
mand the fresh breezes fiom the watei, aie delightfully 
cool, and the views from the balconies are supei b , 
for it is scarcely possible to imagine any thing more 
gland and imposing, m an architectui al display, than 
the splendid settlement of the Danes upon the Hoogh- 
ly The beauties of Banackpoie are of a different 
kind ; its buildings ai e embosomed in ti ees, and w ith 
• the exception of the palace of the Goveinoi-geneial, 
which is raised in a commanding situation, only peep 
out between the branches of luxuriant gloves. The 
country all round is w r ooded to excess, affording a most 
agreeable shade, and offeung specimens of floral mag- 
nificence not to be surpassed in any part of the w r orld. 
The magnolia attains to a gigantic size, and fills the 
air with perfume from its silveiy vases, othei foiest- 
trees bear blossoms of equal beauty , the richly- 
wreathed pink acacia, and numerous tubes, adorned 
with garlands of deep cnmson and blight yellow, 
abound, and although, with the exception of the 
park, which has been raised into sw eepmg undulations 
by artificial means, the cantonments and their vicinity 
present a flat sui face, the combinations of wood, water, 
and green sward, m numberless vistas, nooks, and 
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small open spaces, yield scenes of tianquil beauty, 
which eyes, howevei cold, can scaicely contemplate 
unmoved. 

Though an autliontative mandate from the Court of 
Dnectois, dictated by unaffected alaim, put an effective 
stop to the completion of one of the Maiquess of Wel- 
lesley’s most splendid pi ejects, Bai raclqiore is still 
indebted to lnm foi a park, which is justly considered 
one of the finest specimens of dressed and ornamented 
natuie winch taste has ever pioduced. Enough has 
been done to the mansion to lendei it a veiy elegant 
and commodious lesidence, and the gai dens attached 
to it aie unrivalled both in beauty and stateliness, com- 
bining the giandeui of Asiatic piopoitions with the 
pictuiesqueness of Euiopean design. The gravelled 
avenues aie wide enough to allow r wheel-cainages to 
pass, and these ample paths wind through bioad pai- 
teires, and slnubbenes of the most bulliant flowers, 
sometimes skntmg along high walls of cieepmg plants 
turned against lofty trees, at otheis overlooking laige 
tanks so completely coveied w'lth the pink blossoms of 
the lotus, as to conceal the element m wdnch tins 
splendid aquatic plant delights. A large stud of ele- 
phants is kept at Bairackpoie, and these noble animals, 
decoiated with flowing j/iools of scarlet cloth, edged 
with gold, and bearing fair fi eights of ladies belonging 
to the vice-regal couit, may be seen pacing along the 
floweiy labynnths, to European eyes stiange guests m 
a pnvate garden These blooming plantations afford 
excellent pai rot-shooting, a sport to wdnch some of the 
gieat men of the piesidency aie said to be much 
addicted, but which ltgneves peisons possessed of the 
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slightest degiee of sentiment to see earned on m the 
secluded haunts of a pleasure-giound, and against 
those bi iglit- winged visitants, whose gem-like plumage 
adds so much of ornament to the scene * 

The park has been laid out and planted with gieat 
caie and taste , it affords specimens of tiees which aie 
not to be found congiegated togethei m any othei pait 
of India some of these exotics aie paiticularly dis- 
tinguished foi then size and beauty, and are objects 
of gieat interest to all the visitois The elevated poi- 
tions of Banackpoie Paik command extensive views 
of the superb sweeps of the liver, with their enchant- 
ing vaneties of scenery, then uch woods and noble 
residences, the broad ghaut intervening, and occa- 
sionally a tower-encucled dome 01 light minai, using 
fiom the umbiageous gloves 

Banackpoie, as it may be easily imagined, is a gieat 
lesort foi all classes of persons fiom Calcutta, it is 
not yet furnished with an hotel or a boai ding-house of 
any kind foi the leception of stiaugeis, who must be 
billetted by letteis of mtioduction upon pnvate fami- 
lies Doubtless, this desideratum, if it be one, will 
be soon supplied, as in the influx of Euiopeans which 
the new older of things will bung to India, pnvate 
hospitality must be speedily worn out. The distance 
fiom Calcutta is sixteen miles, and it is appioaclied on 
the land side by one of the finest loads in the woild, 

* There are several varieties of the paroquet tribe m Bengal, 
some of them the loveliest little creatures imaginable, with pui- 
ple heads covered with bloom like a freshly-ripened plum , otheis 
nng-necked, with slender elegant bodies, and exceedingly long 
tails 
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veiy broad, kept in excellent repair, and shaded, to 
the gieat delight and comfort of the various traverseis, 
by an avenue of tiees The traffic is of course very 
considei able, the tide interfeiing with the water-car- 
nage, coohcs and fan haras of evciy descnption arc 
journeying to and fio at all houis of the day 

Notwithstanding the sheltei afforded by the leafy 
canopy above, Europeans do not often venture to brave 
the noon-tide heat, except m the mildest season of the 
yeai, then progiess being chiefly performed in the 
morning or evening Half-way, at a place which bears 
the name of Cox's Bungalow’, relays of horses, for 
those who travel in wheel-can lages, ai e stationed , the 
customaiy number of beaiers will, however, convey 
a palanquin the w hole distance, and in the days of 
velocipedes, young men, easily incited to deeds of 
enterprise, have been known to go up m the morning 
and icturn at night, with no assistance save that 
affoided by their wooden chargers a feat which the 
climate of Bengal rendeis woithy of record, for even 
m the cold weather \iolent exercise of any kind is 
attended with some danger The journey to Barrack- 
pore must be enchanting to those wdio delight m forest- 
scenery , the hand of man is apparent m the smooth, 
finely-levelled road, winch offers itself to the tiaveller 
but a dense jungle appears to close it m on either side 
Native huts, of the wildest and simplest construction, 
meet the eye m the most pictuiesque situations, many 
with scarcely any loof excepting that afforded by the 
oveihangmg blanches of trees, which nevei lose their 
leafy mantles, jet not destitute of an air of comfort, 
the floors, of coarse but w ell-tempered clmnam, being 



ENVIRONS OF CALCUTTA. 299 

scrupulously clean, and the jars and othei domestic 
utensils neatly aiianged and kept in order Monkeys 
may be detected, dispoitmg amidst blossoming boughs , 
the jackal glides through the covert, and the woods 
echo with the sullen notes of lonely buds. The dense- 
ness of the population, and the last numbeis of 
natives, who go on then way lejoiemg m the shade, 
which tends so much to lighten then toils, prevent all 
idea of solitude, though the pi ospects are so truly and 
exclusively sylvan, that it is not until the subuibs of 
Calcutta are appioached, that the tiavellei can imagine 
himself in the close vicinity of the capital of Bengal. 
Beyond these subuibs, there is nothing of the stir and 
tumult usually to be seen in the outskirts of a laige 
city , few private conveyances of any kind, and no 
public Anglo-Indian vehicle an omnibus was at- 
tempted, but did not succeed At the time of its 
starting, there weie too many piejudices to contend 
against , few would condescend to entei it except by 
way of frolic, and it was soon laid up in ordinal y in 
the buildei’s yaid The time is perhaps not fai distant 
when the echoes of the Banackpoie woods may be 
staitled by the thumping of a steam-engine, and the 
passengers learn to encounter the heat of a furnace 
added to that which they now find so difficult to 
endure. 

This fine load is piefened, by the visitors to Serum- 
pore, to the less direct communication on the othei 
side of the uvei, though it involves the necessity of 
crossing the Hooghly in a boat The beauty of the 
latter-named place, its delightful situation, the easy 
distance from Calcutta, and the compaiative cheapness 
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of its bazaais, would render it a veiy desnable reheat 
foi the families of many pei sons engaged m mercantile 
business at the piesidency, weie it not foi the circum- 
stance of its being a sanctuaiy against the merciless 
hostilities of Calcutta creditois. Under the control of 
a Danish governor, and piotected by its own pecuhai 
laws, it offeis an asylum for peisecuted debtors, and 

is, m fact, a soit of Alsatut , wlieie those who dread the 
lionois of a wilt betake themselves until they can 
m range then affan s A lesidence at Seiampoie, there- 
foie, is pioductive of a veiy unpleasant imputation, 
and few voluntanly encountei the stigma attached to 

it. This small and beautiful settlement foi ms also the 
Gretna Green of Bengal, at which paities may not 
only conti act a clandestine mairiage, but, when tired 
of the connexion, di voice each othei with veiy little 
tiouble and expense Pnvileges so tempting, to the 
ciedit of the neighbouring community, are not often 
taken advantage of, and the place is happily more ce- 
lebiated foi its missionary college and pi ess than foi 
the labouis of those who supply the places of proctois 
and other functionaries connected with ecclesiastical 
coin ts. 

Serampore is, without exception, the best-built and 
best-kept Euiopean settlement m India In addition 
to its superb esplanade, which stretches along the 
rivei’s bank, it is composed of several legular stieets, 
piesentmg a succession of handsome houses, inclosed 
in spacious gardens and intei spersed with fine trees • 
the v'hole is kept sciupulously clean by the daily task- 
work of the convicts, -who caiefully w r eed the loads. 
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and lemove eveiy unsightly object The society at 
Seiampoie is veiy limited, the appointments of the 
Govemoi are by no means splendid , he lives m a style 
of gieat simplicity, without affecting any state, ap- 
pealing m public m a handsome but plain equipage, 
generally a palanquin, attended by a few chobdcns, who 
blandish then silvei maces and make as much noise as 
they can to aiouse the woild with the intelligence that 
the buri a salnb is passing by a mode of piocedure 
which the natives think necessaiy to establish their own 
impoitance as well as that of then mastei Besides 
the Govemoi, there aie not many official situations of 
consequence, a small numbei of mei chants, and the 
families of gentlemen attached to the missionary col- 
lege, comprise the puncipal residents, the lest aie 
made up of people of veiy dubious lank, and stian- 
geis, whose claims to lespectability aie, fiom the 
occasion of then sojourn, of couise lathei doubtful 
The religious cieed of many of the settled inhabitants 
indispose them to gaiety of any kind, and the Danish 
residents seem to cultivate letned and domestic habits , 
there is consequently less visiting, paity -giving, 01 
festivities of any description, going on at Sei ampoi e 
thanin any othei place in India undei Euiopean sway 
Notwithstanding these cn cumstances, Seiampoie 
must ceitamly be styled a cheeiful town, and it is m 
many lespects pieferable to its mihtaiy neighbour 
The esplanade, aftei sunset, usually exhibits a veiy 
gay scene, it is the only place in Bengal in which 
custom sanctions a piomenade the whole of the Eu- 
iopean population is pouied foith, some m carnages, 
but the majority on foot, to enjoy the lefieshing gales 



302 ENVIRONS OF CALCUT1A 

fiom tlie water, and the beauties of the sun minding 
prospect. These frequently attiact large paities fiom 
the opposite cantonments, gioups of well-diessed 
ladies, many without bonnets, which are not deemed 
necessary ajipendages in the hot seasons, are seen sui- 
lounding the ton-jaun which conveys some less robust 
friend Gentlemen aie, of corn se, in full attendance , 
and cadets especially, lejoice m then freedom fiom 
militaiy lestraint, and in the indulgence of pedestnan 
exeicise, which is deemed vifra dig at the piesidency 
The tide also bungs numerous visitois from Calcutta, 
paiticufarly the officeis of tiading vessels, anxious to 
penetiate into the mtenoi, and to tiavel, as they teim 
it, up the counti y 

Theie would be some difficulty in imagining a moie 
beautiful scene than that which evening presents at 
Serampoie. The breadth of the uvei, its superb 
sweeps, the woody promontones which jut- into it, 
diversified by picturesque buildings , the vaued nch- 
ness of the foliage, the myriads of fiie-flies, and the 
silvery brightness of the vateis letaining the last 
crimson flush of sun-set, until night comes to pave the 
shining surface Mith stais, form altogethei so enchant, 
mg a combination, that fancy delights to lecal the 
landscape m all its original splendour 

Barrackpoie, as a military station, is m bad odour 
with the officei s of the Bengal m my , very few appear 
to appieciate the advantages of being so neai to the 
festal scenes of Calcutta , the climate of the Upper 
Provinces is esteemed of supenor salubuty, and the 
very name of half-balla is sufficient to 1 endei it hateful 
Exclusive of the temptations to expense which a large 



ENVIRONS OF CALCULTA 303 

society must always holdfoith, the actual late of living 
at Banackpoie, even with the diminution of the batta, 
cannot possibly be higher than that of more 1 emote 
stations, wheie Euiopean commodities are double and 
sometimes tieble m puce The conveniences of life 
aie infinitely moie abundant, and its pleasuies incal- 
culably gi eater , nevertheless, it has anilliepute, and, 
by a happy adaptation of taste to the scenes selected for 
the most peimanent abode of the Company’s military 
servants, the Mofussil is geneially pieferred to the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis 

The society of Banackpoie is too large to admit of 
that close and constant intercom se, which is earned on 
at less populous stations, where the domestication of 
pel sons must be pleasant 01 the leverse, accoidmg as 
tlieir tastes and habits are suited to those of each other , 
but it offers the great advantage of a choice of acquaint- 
ance , news, fashions, and the latest publications from 
England, Fiance, and Amenca, are easily attainable , 
the balls and parties of Calcutta aie within leach , and 
all the enjoyments denvable fiom the beauties of cul- 
tivated natuie aie afforded m the lovely landscapes 
which appear on every side 

The gamson at Banackpoie consists of seveial re- 
giments of sepoys, under the command of a major- 
general, tlie staff is exceedingly numeious, embiacing 
appointments peculiai to the station. There are 
besides a considerable number of pnvate lesidents, 
the families of retned officers, and widows who, pos- 
sessing laige connexions m India, piefei itasaiesi- 
dence to the parent state , many of these persons enjoy 
considerable wealth, and live m a style of appiopnate 
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splendour Nevertheless, the society is subjected to 
gi eat vicissitudes, and its gaiety cannot be depended 
upon for moie than the passing season. The caprice 
of some, the unsocial disposition of others, or the 
stoppage of a house of agency, -will put an end for a 
time to all festivities , and the extieme of dulness pre- 
vails until a change in the i egnnents, 01 some othei 
equally favourable cii cumstances, occur to give a fresh 
impetus to the flagging spirits of the community 
The piesence of the Governor-general is not al-wajs 
productive of the gaiety -which is geneully expected 
to be the accompaniment of a vice-iegal couit 

Banackpoie is frequently lesorted to by the clnet 
peison in the state, as a retieat fiom the toils of busi- 
ness, and the scarce!} less fatiguing duties entailed upon 
him at public entertainments. Few balls 01 fetes of 
any hind aie given at the Park, possibly to avoid the 
offence -which the exclusion of \isitois from Calcutta 
might give, and the gieat inconvenience resulting 
from their attendance The last afTaii of the kind 
pioved a complete failure, in consequence of an unex- 
pected gale fiom the south-vest, a contingency fiom 
which Bengal only foi the shoit penod of the cold 
season is altogethei free A -very laige proportion of 
the guests determined to go up by watei , anticipating 
a delightful excursion by star-light , but the lion 01 s 
of the storm buist upon them eie they could reach 
their destination, the Hooghly lan mountains high, 
washing over the decks of the flail little summer- 
vessels, and duving many on shore, to the constei na- 
tion of the passengers and the uttei rum of then 
ball-dresses. The travellers by land w ere not bettei 
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off , the hoises took fright at the lightning , the load 
was lendeied impassable by tiees torn up by the roots , 
ladies., temfied out of their senses, made an attempt 
to walk, and the paity, when collected at last, pie- 
sented a most lugubi ious spectacle, a concourse of 
wet, weary, miseiable guests, eagerly impatient to 
letnrn to then homes, yet compelled to await moie 
favourable weatliei. 

The society at Baiiackpoie is sufficiently extensive 
not only to admit of selection, but also to allow its 
leadeis the indulgence of the exclusiveness so much 
the fashion at home. Pei sons who consider themselves 
eligible aie sometimes left out of the invitations to the 
station-balls, and parties more stuctly pnvate aie sciu- 
pulously composed of families of a ceitam lank, a 
distinction unknown m the Mofussil, and which is veiy 
gnevous to beai . at least, such aie the complaints 
alleged against Bairackpoie by discontented indivi- 
duals , but these statements must be taken with some 
giams of allowance, the extent of the evil depending 
entnely upon the temper of those peisons who hold 
the highest offices, and who remain too short a time 
stationary to give a peimanent tone to society 

Cadets, foimeily, on their ai rival at Calcutta, were 
peimitted to travel alone, 01 m company with one 01 
two othei lads, as raw and as ignoi ant as themselves, 
to the places of their destination , but this is no longer 
the case Inexperienced boys, lipe and 1 eady for all 
sorts of mischief, wei e found to be woeful mismanageis 
of their own concerns, and to be too leady to tiespass 
on the rights and pnvileges of the natives , they larely 
penetrated far into the mtenoi without getting into 
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some sciape, the least of their exploits being the 
squandering of all then money at the first halt upon 
the road, -with the consequence of depending upon 
their shill m foraging for the lemamder of the journey 
Cheated by dishonest natives, they w ere apt to take 
revenge upon those -who were so unfortunate as to fall 
into their clutches , and considenngall the sui rounding 
temptations, it is only •wonderful that so feu outrages 
•were committed by the wild youth let loose m a foreign 
country, and inflated -with the idea of then own im- 
portance Mail) amusing narratives may be gatliei ed 
from the sober bps of veterans, pleased to recal the 
sports and fiolics of their boyish days; but tragic in- 
cidents sometimes occmred, and it was at length found 
expedient to appoint cadets, posted to regiments sta- 
tioned at distant places, to do dut) at Barrackpore 
until they could be sent up the nvei m a fleet under 
the care of an experienced officei. Here they aie 
taught their first military lessons, and as the duties aie 
performed under the eye of a majoi -general, they aie 
usually glad to escape to some stition w here they hope 
to enjoy a greater degree of liberty, since, howevei 
exciting the penis and fatigues encountered m a hot 
campaign, there is apparently nothing moie irksome 
to a soldier, nothing that is found to be so fei tile a 
subject of complaint, as the necessity of attending 
drill, of appearing on parade, of mounting guard, and 
of dressing according to legulation. This last appears 
to be the greatest grievance of all A soldier, even in 
uniform, seems to take a pleasure m making himself 
look as unmilitary as possible, and his chief care 
appears to be to evade 01 defy the orders issued 
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respecting the precise quantity of accoutrements to be 
worn., and the manner of wearing them. Di oil exhi- 
bitions are sometimes made by the cadets of Barrack* 
poie, who, ere the fiist gloss has faded fiom the 
uniforms which weie the objects of their school-day 
ambition, ape the toil-worn soldiei, and gi umble ovei 
the annoyance of * f being in harness ” 

The regulations in force respecting the Indian army 
are framed, however, with the gieatest attention to 
the comfort of both pi lvates and officers. Duung the 
hot weather, the uniform is composed of white calico 
decorated with the regimental button, and officeis 
upon duty are only requned to weai a jacket, which 
is termed a raggec, and which may be made of the 
thinnest scarlet or blue cashmere, China ciape, 01 
China silk , frock coats are often manufactui ed of 
the latter material, and worn m undiess, while young 
civilians, who, though under no such restnctions, 
are not fond of exhibiting themselves in the guise 
of a baiber or a cook, appear m swallow -tailed 
coats of China ciape, which, when well-made, aie 
often mistaken for cloth. At set dinneis, where to 
arrive m dishabille might be considered as an affront, 
the male guests, if not pi ovided with silk attire, usually 
dn ect their beareis (Anghce, valets) to take a white 
jacket to the entertainei ’s house, m the hope that 
they may be invited to substitute it foi a moie cum- 
bious garment , and at Calcutta and Bairackpore, 
where strangeis may not be awaie that this option 
will be given them, the master of the mansion usually 
issues out a number of jackets fiom his own waidrobe, 
which he offers to the new arrivals, and the ante- 
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chambeis aie stiaightway conveited into diessmg- 
rooms. It is only at giand parties, and undei the 
suiveillance of geneial officei s, that the military guests 
are compelled to enduie the houoisof waim clothing, 
but theie aie some commandants who aie themselves 
such dued-up and witheied anatomies, that they have 
no compassion foi the moie coipulent portion of then 
species, and compel those who have the misfoituneto 
be placed undei then conti ol, to submit to a piocess 
to which die suffenngs of a Newmaiket jockey in 
tiaming aie nothing. The exceeding ugliness of the 
diess adopted by the most lefined nations of Eui ope 
is in no place moie appaient than m India, where 
it is conti asted with the flowing garments of the 
natives, and where absolute necessity obliges the 
av earns to have it fabricated fiom the same mate- 
lials which compose the wide trowseis and gi aceful 
vests of theii attendants The lound sailor’s jacket 
and tight trowsers, bi ought by the eaily factors fiom 
then ships, have obtained to this day m India, and 
while less elegant native customs have found universal 
favoui m Euiopean eyes, the gieatest possible distinc- 
tion m diess has been thought necessaiy. Without 
pretending to discuss the wisdom of this policy, it may 
be said that the effect is absolutely shocking to pei sons 
of any taste At Calcutta and Banackpoie, the bai- 
bansms m diess aie the most striking, foi custom 
lendeis them familial, and by the time that the tra- 
vellers have leached the Uppei Piovinces, they have 
become habituated, if not leconciled, to the sight of 
gentlemen clothed from head to foot m ill-shaped 
gaiments of white cotton, in which the gieatest dandy 
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can only distinguish himself by the quantity of the 
staicli 

The cemetery at Bauackpoie is bettei kept than 
most places of a similai kind m India. It stands in 
a cheeiful situation, not far from the paik, and quite 
close to a handsome lesidence belonging to an officer 
on the staff, whose lovely and healthy family, while 
the wutei paitook of the leady hospitalities of his 
mansion, affoided a pleasing conti adiction to the tale 
told by the too numerous graves and monuments 
But the climate of Bauackpoie must not be estimated 
by the numbei of deaths which take place m it, since 
pel sons in ill-health, fiom the Upper Provinces, fre- 
quently bieathe their last at this place, upon the eve of 
then embarkation foi Eui ope, and new anivals fiom 
coldei countnes fall victims to impiudences, which 
cannot be committed with lmpunityin any pait of India 

Dual Dual, the cantonment selected foi the head- 
quarteis of the Bengal aitilleiy, does not owe so 
much to nature as its neighbouring militaiy station 
The lines occupy an extensive plain, unmaiked by 
any featuie woithy of pecuhai notice, the little beauty 
it possesses being entnely the woik of ait Handsome 
houses aie scatteied megulaily about, with pleasuie- 
giounds aiound them, which aie generally planted 
with caie and taste The mess-ioom and its accom- 
paniments foim a very supeib building, affording suites 
of apartments upon a fai moie magnificent scale than 
those belonging to any Eui opean ban ack The splen- 
doui of Woolwich fades befoie the giandeui of Dum 
Dum, but the balls, which aie given m the latter 
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place every month, are not kept up with the same 
degree of spirit which characteiises the parties at 
Woolwich, and, even when the dulness which fre- 
quently peivades Calcutta might be supposed to render 
them of great importance, aie very ill-attended by 
visitois from the presidency. Thirty of foity ladies, 
occupying the top of an immense apartment, sur- 
rounded by all the beaux who have any hope of being 
noticed by them, afford a tantalising spectacle to 
crowds of young men, taking up their modest stations 
at a distance, and looking at the dance without daring 
to indulge the slightest expectation of having an 
oppoitumty of joining in it. The ladies, not suffered 
to lepose during a single quadulle, may well envy 
the most forlorn coteries of neglected damsels m 
England, condemned to patience and a bench without 
a. chance of being invited to quit then seats, for the 
duties imposed upon them are of a very arduous 
natuie, and to refuse to dance at all, according to 
the custom of male exquisites at home, too much m 
request, would give such deep offence, that few 
patents or guardians allow then fair charges to incui 
the odium. 

The society at Dum Dam lias not yet recovered 
from the paralyzing effect pioduced by the diminution 
of the batta. In the first alarm and terroi, lest pay 
and allowances of eveiy kind should sustain similar 
clipping and curtailing, many amusements and indul- 
gences were lelinquislied , and now that the panic 
has subsided, some fiom motives of economy, and 
otheis from the apprehension that too great a display 
of superfluous cash so near the seat of Government, 
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might sanction a faithei reduction, have wholly 
withdrawn then support fiom the theatre and other 
public amusements of the place In former times, 
the diamatic peifoimances at Dum Dum almost avai- 
led those of Chownngee It was not unusual to find 
an actor of consideiable ment, and one who had become 
thoroughly acquainted with stage-business on the 
boaids of a minor theatie m London, amongst the 
reci uits enlisted foi the aitilleiy , such expenence is 
fiequently more valuable than talent m the raw 
material, foi amateuis lequire a good deal of dulling 
befoie they can be bi ought to attend to the minutiae, 
of such gieat impoitance to the effect of a play. 
Dum Dum, m its best days, has boasted performers 
sufficiently attiactive to bung an audience from Cal- 
cutta, but it has shaied m the general depression of 
tlieatiical piopeity , few stars illumine its declining 
glories, and the once-crowded parterre exhibits a 
beggarly account of empty benches Occasionally 
an attempt is made to levive the good old times, 
but they have all failed, and were it not foi the per- 
seveung efforts of a few stage-stiuck heroes, who are 
content to pei form to tlun houses, rathei than not at 
all, lamps would no longei twinkle on the degenerate 
boaids of the Dum Dum theatre Its external ap- 
peaiance is not veiy prepossessing , but in that respect 
it is not much woise than its proud neighbour m 
Chowringee, which boasts little outwaid architectural 
display, though the intei lor is both handsome and 
commodious. 

While upon the subject of theatricals, m and near 
the Presidency, an exhibition moie stiange than amus- 
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ing should not pass unnoticed , the performance, or 
rather the attempted peifoimance, of English plays 
by Hindoo youths, an undei talcing which, as it 
may readily be supposed, was not ci owned with 
much success. This inauspicious beginning, how- 
ever, may lead to better things , native aspuants for 
the honours of the sock and buskin, may perceive 
the piopnety of confining themselves to the lepiesen- 
tation of dramas to which then complexion would be 
appiopnate, and w'hen the catalogue of European 
plays is exhausted, and the Aurungzebes and Tamer- 
lanes have run themselves out of favoui, authois 
may stait up amidst the coips, and employ then 
pens m illustrating the public and domestic occui- 
rences of then country, m tragedy, comedy, opeia, 
and farce Though the execution might not be fiist- 
rate, such productions could not fail to be extremely 
curious and mtei estmg , they would lead to a bettei 
acquaintance with the manneis and customs of the 
people of Hmdostan, and prevent such monstious 
exhibitions as are piesented to this enlightened age, 
in diamas lesembhng those styled “The Cataracts of 
the Ganges,” “ The Lions of Mysore,” &c 

A fair propoition of the beauty and fashion of Cal- 
cutta is sometimes to be seen at the giand leviews 
and field-days of the aitilleiy at Dum Dum , but 
these splendid mihtaiy spectacles do not attiact so 
large a concouise of gazeis as might be expected. 
Anglo-Indians aienot to be stimulated to exeition b\ 
any ordinary degi ee of excitement , they speedily lose 
that passion foi sight-seeing, which at home induces 
crowds of people to biave dust, fatigue, hunger, and 
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lowering clouds, they will not put themselves out 
of then v. ay except upon veiy gieat occasions, and 
never voluntanly encountei a tenth pait of the lisk 
daied by the fashionable woild m England at aielieiy- 
meetmgs, liorticultuial-bieakfasts, laces, and leviews, 
wheie penis by land 01 by watei, upsets m ciowded 
loads, deluges m open carnages, with the impos- 
sibility of getting anything to eat at inns full to 
suffocation, piesent a catalogue of evils sufficient to 
detain eveiy person possessed of common piudence at 
home. The settled state of the weathei , m the cold 
season m India, must lemove all appiehensions fiom 
those skyey influences, w Inch have such a fatal effect 
upon out'of-dooi amusements m England, but ships 
aie launched, and militaiy manceuvres piactised, 
without atti acting many spectators 

Dum Dum possesses a good station-libiaiy, which 
is amply furnished with new publications as they 
come out fiom England. Theie aie few places in 
India wheie young officeis have the advantage of so 
many oppoitunities of nnpiovmg then minds, and 
of fitting themselves foi their pi ofession , its vicinity 
to Calcutta enables them to piocuie books and mstiuc- 
tion upon scientific subjects difficult of attainment m 
more lemote cantonments, enough of mental relaxa- 
tion may be found m the society, which is laige and 
cbeeiful, without being dissipated, and temptations 
to idleness aie not so gieat as at Banackpoie, the 
gland thoioughfaie to the Uppei Piovmces, and a 
place which no stiangei landing at Calcutta omits 
to visit 

Dum Dum is much less fiequented, the scenery 

vol ir. p 
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possessing little attraction , there aie, liowevei, some 
mansions in the neighbourhood, belonging to rich 
natives, which aie objects of gi eat intei cst and curiosity 
to Euiopeans. One of these inhabited by a rajah, is 
distinguished foi its menagene, the only one of the 
hind now existing m Bengal, tint at Bai ackpoi e Park 
being dismantled The collection has been gieatly 
em iched by the donations of the picsent Governor - 
geneial, who piesented the animals, xx Inch formerly 
inhabited the cages m the Paik, to a gentleman less 
alaimed by the expense of then maintenance The 
specimens of the wild tubes of Bengal exhibited m 
this zoological gaiden aie supeib, but the collection 
is, of com se, deficient m the less known natives of the 
uppei and hilly distncts of India, the foiest denizens 
of Nipal, which will not live m the hot season in the 
plains, and foi which it would be so desirable to have 
a depot near the coast, -whence they might be shipped 
at the end of the cold w’eathei foi England Doubt- 
less some anangement of this natuiewill take place 
in the couise of a few r yeais, and the visitors of Euro- 
pean menageiies will be delighted with the sight of 
animals which they have hithei to only known from the 
descuptions of tiavelleis 

A gai den-house, about foui miles fiom Dum Dum, on 
the i oad to Calcutta, the occasional residence of Dwark- 
nauth Tagoie, a rich and highly intelligent native 
gentleman, possesses many attractions to Euiopeans, 
w ho gladly avail themselves of the hospitalities of the 
couiteous ownei. Dwarknauth Tagore conveises 
fluently m English with Ins guests, whom he leceives 
entuely after the Euiopean fashion, peinnttmg (al- 
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though a Hindoo) fowls and butchei’s meat, with the 
exception of beef, to appear at his well-coveied table, 
at which he occupies a seat, challenging the compaii) , 
the ladies especially, to take wine, but lefiammg ficm 
the moie solid food which is placed befoie him. The 
house is a beautiful and commodious stiuctuie, fui- 
nished m the best taste, and stuctly m accoi dance with 
our ideas of Asiatic limuy, though diffenng widely 
fi om the l eal state of things m native houses , sofas, 
stools, and ottomans abound, some of the 100ms axe 
hung with fine engiavmgs, and otheis are decoiated 
with the best specimens of ongmal paintings which 
Calcutta can affoid; seveial excellent poitiaits, fiom 
the pencil of Mi Geoige Beechey, and some clevei 
pi eductions from othei Euiopean aitists who have 
bent their steps to India The tables aio coveied with 
books of prints, and poitfohos of the most splendid 
descuption , m shoit, it is a most delightful reheat, 
the gaidens and pleasuie-giounds being laid out m a 
style couespondent with the intei ioi The entei tam- 
men ts given by Dwaiknauth Tagoi e, at this chainnng 
mansion aie very frequent, and he delights m obliging 
his fi lends bj r lending it foi the wedding abode of 
bndes and biidegrooms, who, m India, aie laiely so 
foi tunate as to be enabled to follow the English fashion 
of making an exclusion dui mg the honey-moon, on 
account of the seal city of hotels and country-houses 
at then disposal Ishaia, Bairackpoie, Dura Dum, 
and Garden Reach, affoid asylums foi newly-mairied 
couples who aie blessed with accommodating fi lends 
ready to vacate and lend their houses for the occasion , 
but these lucky individuals bear no piopoition to the 
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numbers who, aftei the celebration of their nuptials 
in the cathedial, aie compelled to retire quietly, and 
without the slightest eclat, to their own homes, and to 
fall m at once to the domestic routine, for which it is 
considered moie advisable to have some preparation. 
No place in the neighbourhood of Calcutta can be 
better suited for the scene of bmlal happiness than 
the delightful countiy mansion of Dwarhnauth Tagore 
Heie aie chai mmg gardens to walk in, secluded lides 
and drives foi evening exeicise, and books and pic- 
tures to supply subjects foi conveisation, when those 
sweet topics are exhausted which, only m the days 
of courtship, aie believed to afford never-ending 
1 esoui ces 


CHAPTER XIV 

MADRAS, SERINGA? ATAM, AND BANGALORE 

That the native ai lines of Madras and Bombay are 
equal m the field, in stiength, vigoui, and good con- 
duct, to that of Bengal, there is no doubt , officers of 
the King’s seivice, who, at different periods, have 
commanded in the three piesidencies, have given the 
most honouiable testimony to the ments of all But 
the Bengal sepoy has the advantage of a finer person 
and a moie military an , perhaps, however, it w'ould 
be moie correct to say, the sepoys of the Bengal army. 
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since the province which gives its name to the piesi- 
dency does not furnish the soldiers, who ai e principally 
composed of high-caste men fiom the Uppei Piovmces, 
Rajpoots, Patans, and Moghuls of good family. 

The lounging, dishevelled habits, produced by the 
climate, have assuredly a detei loratmg effect upon the 
style and healing of Euiopean officers m the Company’s 
service. These gentlemen have certainly nothing of 
the Prussian school about them , none of the upright, 
ramiod stiffness, which disciphnanans consider so 
essential, and which m Europe usually distinguishes 
a soldier fiom his fellow-citizens The Madiassees, 
as they are called, pique themselves a little upon the 
carelessness of then dress, and when off duty, assume 
a nonchalant mannei, and a neglect of the etiquette of 
militaiy costume, which savouis somewhat of affec- 
tation, and affoids some sanction to the assumption 
of supenonty on the part of the Bengal officer. 
It is said that at the Cape of Good Hope (a place 
much fiequented by visitants m search of health fiom 
the three piesidencies, all of whom aie chaiactenzed 
by the geneial designation of Hindoo), the officer of 
the Madias army is known by the deianged 01 dilapi- 
dated state of his attne , that it is not uncommon to 
see him lounging about in a jacket so much the woi se 
foi wear as not to possess its full complement of but- 
tons Women, who aie veiy quick-sighted m such 
matteis, peiceive at a glance the least violation of 
militaiy piopneties, and the lower classes especially 
aie wont to expiess then opinion m no measuied 
tei ms A half-caste lady in Calcutta, consideung her- 
self aggneved by an officei fiom the neighboimng 
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presidency, after exhausting every abusive epithet 
which the language could affoul, wound up a stnhmg 
peroration by calling' him “ a little Madias major " 
tlie foice of lading could no farther go. It is proper, 
however, to say that there aie different opinions on 
the subject, by some it is avened that the Bengal 
tioops, though finei and larger men than those of the 
coast aimy, aie not so smai t-loolcmg undei aims, and 
that they do not move 01 handle then muskets with 
the pi ecision and soldiei -like steadiness o{ the Madras 
ratne infantiy. These conflicting testimonies serve 
to convince indiffeient peisons that there is no real 
supei 101 lty m eitliei , the claims of the Bengal establish- 
ment lest pnncipally upon the height and good looks 
of the natives of the Upper Provinces of Hmdostan, 
who aie usually tall, stout, handsome men There 
will always be a little jealousy between the nval 
establishments, and as the Bengalese lne m a style 
of splendoui which their fellow -soldiers do not attempt, 
thej’- assume a pi e-emincnce which is generally acceded 
to them 

Those who ha\c been accustomed to the luxuries of 
the capital ofButish India, the tiams of seivants m 
waiting, and the pnncely accommodations of the 
houses, are apt to dispaiage the customs and modes of 
living at Madras, but the tiaveller suiveys with 
delight the splendid architcctuial remains and pictu- 
resque beauties of southern India The panorama of 
Madras, lately exhibited in London, afforded to its 
mimeious visitants a sti iking and faithful lepresenta- 
tion of the military anay of the foit, the glittering 
palace-like public offices, and the minarets, churches. 
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and pagodas, embosomed m trees, which line the smf- 
bound coast of this singular and tiuly onental city. 
But the imposing an of grandeur and pomp pioduced 
by tliemagnifice”t dimensions, aichitectuial ornaments, 
and, above all, themaible bnghtness of the shell-mor- 
tar with which the Government edifices aie coated, is 
diminished, on a neaiei appioacli, by the absence of 
the legulai streets and squaies, which give so much 
of a metiopolitan an to the stately avenues of Calcutta 
The loads, planted on eitliei side with tiees, the villas 
chunamed with the glittenng material all eady men- 
tioned, and nestling m gardens, wheie the richest flush 
of floweis is tempered by the giateful shade of umbra- 
geous gi oves, leave nothing to be wished foi that can 
delight the eye or enchant the imagination. Heie are 
to be seen, m the most lavish abundance, the plume- 
like, bioad-leaved plantain, the gracefully-dioopmg 
bamboo, the proud coionet of the coco, waving with 
every bieeze, the fan-leaf of the still tallei palm, the 
delicate aieca, the obelisk-like aloe, and the majestic 
banian, -with its diooping blanches, the giant arms 
outspieading fiom a columnai and strangely convoluted 
tiunk, and pi ecipitatmg pliant fibious stnngs, which 
plant themselves m the earth below, and add their 
suppoit to the splendid canopy above them. 

The climate of Madras is consideied to be less sul- 
tiy than that of Bengal, those stations which aie 
situated on the highest ground of the table-land enjoy 
a veiy agreeable tempeiatiue The laige cantonment 
of Bungaloieistlnee thousand feet above the level of the 
sea, and the theimometei raiely uses above 80° , but 
the duties of the civil and mihtai y sei vants of the presi- 
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dency often call them to less favouied places, and 
those who have suffered under the pi osti ating effects 
of a Mysore fevei, have no reason to lejoice that their 
destinies did not lead them to Bengal 

In spite, howevei, of its pestilential climate, thcie 
aie few places m the Peninsula moie attiactive to a 
visitoi than the scene of the splendid victory gained 
by the British aims m 1799 The island of Seringa- 
patam, which is sui rounded on eveiy side by the 
Caveiy, a wide and lapid liver, to which the Carnatic 
owes its agucultural wealth, is a place of great beauty 
and feitibty, but the lemiwscenccs connected with 
it aie of a natuie loo ovei powei mg to peimit the mind 
to dwell upon mmoi cn cumstances. 

Tlie depaituie fiom eveiy lule of honouiable war- 
faie in the ciuel tieatment of his Butish prisoners, 
together with many othei acts of tyianny and oppies- 
sion, h.ive bianded the name of Tippoo Saib with 
evei lasting infamy, yet, notwithstanding much that 
is wdiolly indefensible m Ins conduct, it may be doubted 
wdiethei he deseives all the oppiobiiuin which has 
been cast upon Ins chaiactei A modem, and an 
unquestionable authoiity, assuies us that Tippoo's 
government could not have been very oppiessive, 
since Ins 1 esoui ces avci e almost inexhaustible, and the 
cities, towms, and villages of Ins dominions, with few 
and slight exceptions, w r eie m a flouiishmg state 
Notwithstanding the frequency of Ins wais. Ins accu- 
mulation of peisonal piopeity was immense. He had, 
duimg a long senes of yeais, maintained very large 
bodies of troops, kept up his fortresses, and i eplemshed 
histieasuiy His subjects weic ucli, and Ins army 
well-appointed and faithful. 
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The fortunate pel son by whose hand the son of 
Hydei met his death remains to this day unknown, 
noi has it evei been asceitained whetliei the jewels 
which adorned his peison became the spoil of fi lends 
01 foes. When the coipse was discoveied, it was 
found divested of all its ornaments. He was known 
to weai a luby ring constantly upon his fingei, which 
he esteemed to be the finest in his tieasuiy, and the 
value of the string of peails, 01 rosaiy, about Ins neck, 
was almost incalculable The gems of which it w r as 
composed were the laigest and 1 ichest India could 
pi oduce , they had been the collection of many yeai s, 
and weie the pude of his diess Whenevei a peail of 
extiaoidmaiy size and lustie was brought to lnm foi 
sale, he became the putcliasei, and stiung it on this 
precious necklace, in the place of one of mfeiioi value , 
and as lie never appealed without this favounte orna- 
ment, there is no doubt of its having fallen into the 
hands of some lucky adventuiei, who concealed the 
knowledge of so great a prize. His tuiban was also 
always adorned with a jewel of puce, but that had 
disappeared , an amulet, poweiless to save, alone was 
left upon an aim which had thieatened the subveision 
of the Butish Government m India 

One cannot be suipnsed that the uches gained at 
the taking of Senngapatam should still be fiesh m 
men’s mmds, and that, notwithstanding the scarcity 
of “baibaiic pearl and gold,” India should to this 
day be esteemed a soit of gaiden of Aladdin, where 
clusteung lubies, the flashing diamond, and the 
changeful opal, coiut the passengei’s acceptance An 
enoimous quantity of jewels found then way to 
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Em ope after the capture of Senngapatam The 
houses of the chief sirdars, as •well as those of the 
shroffs, w'cie completely pillaged. The terrified inmates 
of the zenanas, anxious only to preseive their lives, 
came forth -with all their treasures, and offered their 
jewels as a lansom. Fortunately, the palace was not 
made the scene of mdisciiminate plundei , it was 
seemed m tune, and its immense riches wcie thus 
preserved foi more equal distribution to the con- 
quel mg army. The ti ensures contained in this palace 
consisted of jewels, gold and silver plate, rich stuffs, 
\aluable MSS, and various other articles of great 
puce and rarity The quantity of money discovered, 
though great in itself, was not commensurate with 
the expectations laised by the leport of Tippoo’s vast 
lesourccs. It is supposed that much lemams still 
concealed, although the confidence of the besieged 
not being shaken until the fortiess had fallen into 
the possession of the enemy, little or no precaution 
was taken to secuie property of any descuption. 
India still affords a fertile field foi the treasure-seeker. 
In travel sing the ruined portions of once-flourishirig 
cites, destined by the fortunes of war to frequent 
changes of masters, it is impossible to avoid wishing 
foi the di\ inmg rod, of w liich w e read, to direct the 
search of the money-digger, for doubtless immense 
1 idles still lie buried where the terrors of the Moghul 
and the Mahratta have prevailed. 

The enormous mass of wealth accumulated by 
Tippoo Saib, though hoarded up without regard to 
ornamental anangement, and without being made 
subservient to the embellishments of the palace, were 
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tegisteied with gi eat care. The captors found eveiy 
ailicle labelled accoidmg to its entiy m the cones- 
pondmg catalogue Veiy extensive buildings, includ- 
ing the greatei pait of the palace, were appiopnated 
to the reception of the treasuie, a senes of quad- 
rangles, sunounded bj' stoi e-houses having open 
gallenes above, weie appropriated to thoses ai tides 
■which were least susceptible of injury The jewels, 
carefully deposited m coffers, weie kept m lcige 
dark chambers, behind one of the halls of audience. 
The plate, both gold and silvei, was pieseived m the 
same manner The jewelleiy was set in gold m the 
foim of bracelets, lings, necklaces, plumes, aigiettes, 
swoid-belts, &c , and the woikmanship was not infe- 
rior to the value of the material We have a record 
of one necklace, which seems to have been v rought 
by a hand not less cunning than that of the wcndious 
Florentine It was composed, sajs Major Moor, of 
fifteen or twenty chains of gold, each link being a 
veiy small bunch of grapes, of most exquisite woik- 
manship , the numbei of links 01 bunches of grapes 
must have amounted to many thousands, they weie 
so minute. The chains were neaily five feet long, 
connected by a pair of splendid clasps of diamonds 
and rubies The value placed upon it at Sennga- 
patam, sixty pounds, fell infinitely shoit of its leal 
worth, taking the woikmanship into consideration. 
One of the galleries containing two liorodalis made of 
solid silvei , and some of the plate was lichly inkad 
with gold, and set with jewels 

Tippoo, it is said, Avhose love of hoarding was 
insatiable, passed the greatei part of his leisuie houis 
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in leviewmg and examining the acquisitions of his 
successful ambition His love of liteiature was not 
infeiior to his love of wealth, he possessed a large 
and cunous libiaiy, ai ranged aftei his own fishion, 
m a mannei little accoidmg with Euiopean ideas 
The books wefe kept m chests, each volume having a 
sepai ate wiappei, so that they weie for the most part 
in excellent pieseivation These books, it is supposed, 
must all have been collected by Tippoo himself, since 
his father was too illileiate to have possessed any taste 
foi leading 

The gaiden-houses and pavilions of Tippoo Saib 
aie now frequently occupied by Euiopean officeis, 
whom militaiy duty oi cuiiosity leads to Seungapa- 
tam, and who, of course, leceive the most courteous 
attentions from the heads of the leignmg family. 
A Luge mansion m the Dowlut Baugh, amongst other 
decoiations, is ornamented with a painting repre- 
senting the defeat of Colonel Baillie , in which the 
artist, moie intent upon pleasing Ins patron than 
nr giving a faithful delineation of the scene, has taken 
care not only to depict the conquenng Hyder after 
the most tnumpliant fashion, but to exaggeiate the 
disasters and distresses of the enemy Nothing can 
be moi e wi etched than the execution of this design, 
but the colouis aie bright and gaudy, and the whole 
as fi esh as wdien it delighted the eyes of the mvadei 
and his less foitunate son, the Bntish Government 
not choosing to deface 01 remove this tiophy of 
bygone days Few peisons can now indulge m a 
sojourn in the Dowlut Baugh without experiencing 
some injurious attack of disease, the whole island 
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retains its fatal power ovei European constitutions, 
and fiom time lmmemonal it has only been the 
natives of tlie soil who could successfully lesist the 
deleterious effects of the climate We aie told, that 
out of many thousand natives conipulsonly bi ought 
by Hydei and Ins son fiom the Malabai coast, and 
forced to settle m the new temtoiy, only five hundied 
suivived at the end of ten yeais to 1 elate the story of 
then tiagic expulsion fiom then own homes, and 
five years sufficed to 1 educe the number of Euiopean 
officeis and aitificeis in the sultan's seivice, imported 
fiom the Isle of Fiance, fiom five hundied to twenty- 
five. Notwithstanding its compaiative salubuty, the 
cemeteiy of the neiglibouimg station, Bangaloie, is 
but too well filled with the victims to the fevers so 
prevalent in southern India. 

Bangaloie is rendeied peculiaily intei estmg to the 
English visitant, from its having been selected as a 
place of confinement foi many of the prisonei s taken 
m the wais of Hydei and his son with the Butish 
Government A laige wheel for di aw mg water is 
still m existence, in a gaiden adjoining the palace of 
Hj'dei Ally, m the native foit, about two miles from 
the piesent cantonments, at which that despot, who 
was ignoiant of every lule of honourable warfare, 
compelled his captives to wmik Duiing the reign of 
Tippoo Saib, upwaids of twenty officeis shaied the 
same pnson foi a dieaiy mteival of foui yeais, the 
miseries of captivity being ciuelly augmented by the 
continual expectation of death m its woist foim The 
little intelligence they could obtain of the state of 
affaus beyond their pnson w r all was conveyed to them 
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by a native butcliei, who frequently enclosed a letter 
in the head of a sheep, which, being severed from the 
body, he flung into the puson Suspicion fell upon 
tins faithful fellow, but he would confess nothing, 
notwithstanding the attempt made to intimidate lnm by 
tying him to the mouth of a loaded gun. Immediately 
upon Ins release, he pioceeded topeifoim the duties 
of Ins avocation, and undaunted by the recollection of 
pievious peril, resorted to the old mode of communi- 
cation, and beheading a sheep, whose teeth were 
tightly closed upon a lettei, flung it with reckless 
daring amongst the assembled officeis, who sub- 
sequently ow r ed their lives to the detei mmation which 
they evinced to 1 esist the attempts made to intimidate 
them. Two of these pusoneis still survive to tell 
the tale — the rest have gone to their graves and it 
is melancholy to add, that seveial became the victims 
of indulgences by winch they sought to indemnify 
themselves foi the liaidships and moitifications they 
had been made to undeigo. 

Bangalore, though not equalling in aspect the 
luxunant though deletenous beauty of the adjacent 
terntones, is prettily situated in a moderately-wooded 
and well- watered country, theie aiebai lacks for two 
King’s legiments, one of cavalry and one of infantry, 
and m addition, the gairison consists of tlnee Native 
Infantiy and one Cavaliy legiment, with a propor- 
tionate numbei of battalions of aitillery, the lequisite 
staff, &c. 

Bangalore has always been distinguished, through- 
out the Madras piesidency, for its festivities. It pos- 
sesses veiy handsome assembly-iooms, and a theatie, 
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in -which the amateur perfoimances aie often above 
par These lattei entei tamments have been found 
so attractive, that peisons, anxious to uphold the 
honoui of the station, have been induced to make 
an authenticated repoit, by which it has been shewn 
that the number of representations of a populai piece, 
with lefeience to the bills of mortality in both places, 
has m the theati e at Bangalore equalled that of Mother 
Goo ye at Covent Garden The fancy balls are upon a 
grand scale ; and the veiy beautiful little theati e being 
at the extreme end of the assembly-i ooms, and there- 
foie easily tin own open when necessary, the effect of 
the whole is magnificent No expense is spai ed upon 
these entertainments , the bands of the several regi- 
ments are in attendance, and a" flourish of ti umpets 
gives the glad summons to suppei When the society 
happens to be composed of choice spuits, amusements 
of this natuie go off with gieat eelnt The superior 
size and loftiness of leception-iooms in India, lender 
them much better adapted foi large assemblages than 
those belonging to the same class of -society m 
England , and even m the most sultry seasons, less 
inconvenience is sustained from the heat, the nights 
being always comparatively cool, and a fiee circula- 
tion of an secuied by the multitude of open doors 
The danger of failure is occasioned by the difficulty of 
getting the party to harmonize , dull, disagreeable 
people are to be found every where , and when these 
prepondeiate, the meeting, intended to be festive, 
must of couise be “ stale, flat, and unprofitable ” 
During the cold season, the Euiopean lesidents of 
Bangalore amuse themselves with pic-nie paities, there 
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being numeious objects of curiosity m the vicinity 
to attract the visitant Theie is nothing thioughout 
Hmdostan to equal the remains of southern Incha, 
the pagodas of Benaies, and even those of Bmdra- 
bund and Muttia, are mean m companson to the 
splendid temples which aie spiead along the plains 
of My soi e and the Carnatic Those in the neighbour- 
hood of Bangaloie do not yield m magnificence to the 
most celebiated pagodas of the Peninsula, and they 
aie the favouute resoit of all who possess any taste 
foi architectural beauty , while, to the less intellectual 
portion of the community, the music, dancing, the 
banquet, and peihaps above all the feats of jugglers, 
offei high giatifi cation. 

The Madras juggleis aie famous all ovei the world , 
the exploits ofRamo Samee aie still fiesh m theiecol- 
lection of the inhabitants of London , and though the 
exhibition of similai acts of dexteiity is often more 
extiaoidmaiy than pleasing, the display of legerdemain 
in India would almost induce the belief that the age 
of necromancy had not passed away. A man who, m 
1828, seated himself m the air without any apparent 
suppoit, excited as much interest and cunosity as the 
automaton chess-playei who astonished all Euiope a 
few years ago, diawmgs weie exhibited m all the 
Indian papeis, and various conjectuiesfoimed respect- 
ing the seciet of his ait, but no veiy satisfactory 
discovery was made of the means by which he effected 
an appaient impossibility The bodies of the Madras 
j’ugglers are so lithe and supple, as to resemble those 
of seipents lathei than men An aitist of this kind 
will place a ladder upnght on the ground, and wind 
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himself in and out tluoughthe lungs until he reaches 
the top, descending in the same mannei, keeping the 
laddei, which has no support whatevei, in a perpen- 
diculai position Some of the most accomplished 
tumbleis will spung over an enoimous elephant, or 
five camels placed abieast, and m lope-dancing they 
ai e not to be outdone by any of the wonders of Sadler’s 
Wells. 

Swallowing the sword is a common opeiation, even 
by those who aie not consideied to be the most expert , 
and they have vauous othei exploits with naked 
weapons of a most fughtful natuie A woman, — for 
the females aie quite equal to the men m these kind 
of feats, — will dip the point of a swoi d m some black 
pigment, the lnlt is then fixed fiimly in the ground, 
and aftei a few whnls m the ail, the ai lisle takes off 
a poition of the pigment with liei eye-lid A swoid 
and four daggers ai e placed m the ground, with their 
edges and points upwaids, at such a distance from 
each othei as to admit of a man’s head between them, 
the opeiator then plants a scymetai fiimly m the 
giound, sits down behind it, and at a bound throws 
himself ovei the scymetai, pitching his head exactly 
m the centie between the daggeis, and, turning over, 
cleais them and the swoid Walking ovei the naked 
edges of sables seems to be peifectly easy, and some 
of these people will stick a swoid m the giound, and 
step upon the point m ciossmg ovei it. A more 
agreeable display of the lightness and activity, which 
would enable the peifoimeis to tiead ovei flowers 
Avithout bending them, is shewn upon a piece of thin 
linen cloth stietched out slightly in the hands of four 
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persons, which is traversed without ruffling it, oi 
forcing it fi om the grasp of the holders. The lifting 
of heavy weights with the eyelids is another very 
disgusting exhibition Some of the optical deceptions 
are exceedingly cui ious, and inquirers are to this day 
puzzled to guess how plants and floweis can be 
instantaneously produced fiom seeds 

The Madras jugglers travel to all parts of India, 
but it is not often that the most celebrated are to be 
found at a distance fiom the theatieof then education 
Snake-chaimeis are common everywheie, they belong 
to a peculiai caste of Hindoos, and though their repu- 
tation is upon the vane, they still excite considerable 
cunosity m southern India. They pietend to be 
enabled to handle the most venomous sei pents with 
impunity, by means of the snake-stone, a smooth, flat 
substance, the size of a tamaund stone, and nearly 
the same shape this is said to be extracted from the 
head of the animal , and though the fallacy of the idea 
of the concealment of a precious jewel m a serpent’s 
head has been ably refuted by one of the contributors 
to the Asiatic Researches, the opinion still prevails 
that some of the stones vended by the cunning manu- 
factui ers are genuine.* 

* In Maior Moor’s very pleasing volume of Oriental Fragments, 
are some details respecting snake-catching, snake-stones, and 
the tricks of the sampooris, 01 snake-catchers He describes the 
process employed by one of these artists to cliarm a snake from 
his (the Majoi’s) duelling, and to extract the stone, apparently 
from the jaws of the reptile, He proceeds “ A clever Parsec 
servant had reminded us that we had lately lost many fowls, 
adding that lie should not wonder if there was another samp 
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It is ceitamly entertaining to a stiangei to watch the 
effect of music upon the seipent tribe Very well 
authenticated accounts aie upon lecoid of their being 
chaimed fiom then hiding-places by the sound of a 
pipe 01 flageolet and those which have been tamed 
are constant!}' exhibited dancing to the melody pro- 
duced by this simple instiument. They stand erect 
upon then tails, and move about, bending then heads, 
and undulating then bodies in accoi dance with the 
measuie The coha capclla is the dancing-snake of 

somewhere near the fowl house, Thither we went, and, after 
the usual ceremonials, sure enough another w r as caught I smelt 
a rat , and, causing the exulting catcher to bring his w r ritlimg 
captive into the \ eranda, watched narrowly the htliotomic pio- 
cess At the proper moment, I, to the great astonishment of my 
friend Forbes and the other spectators, seized the snakeless hand 
of the operator, and there found, to his dismay, perdue m Ins 
well closed palm, the liitcnded-to-be-extraeted stone 

“ The fellow made a full and good humoured confession of 
the trick, as touching the second snake and the concealed stone , 
but stoutly maintained that he fairly caught the first , and that, 
although the semi-transparent, amber-like stones w r ere altogether 
fictions, the opaque concretion w r as sometimes, though not often, 
found in the reptile’s head, and that it really had some of the 
virtues ascribed to it He good-humouredly blamed me for 
exposing him — hinting that credulity was the easy parent of 
craft , and somewhat slyly said something Hudibrastically equi- 
valent to the assertion that 

the pleasure is as great 

In being cheated, as to cheat ” 

Major Moor brought many of these stones, and although, as 
they multiplied on his hands, he began to suspect that “ he was 
not one of the wusest men in the w T orld,” he still cannot 
entirety shake off the belief that these stones are actually taken 
out of the reptile’s head, and have some anti-poisonous virtue 
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the East, and the pioduction of the snake-stone is 
exclusively confined to tins species There is not, it 
is said, much difficulty m extracting the poison of a 
seipent, which is contained in a veiy small reseivoir, 
l unmng along the palate of the mouth, and passing 
out at each fang the natives are supposed to be very 
dexterous in forcing then captives to eject this venom, 
and aie then enabled to handle them without the least 
dangei. Some persons, however, well acquainted 
with the habits of snake-charmeis, deny that they 
extiact the poison, and attnbute the impunity with 
which they handle these dangei ous reptiles to their 
accuiate knowledge of the tempei and disposition of 
the animal, and then leady method of soothing down 
nutation The natives boast the possession of vanous 
antidotes to the bite of a snake, and often pretend to 
have imbibed the venom and effected a cuie. There 
is a plant which goes by the [name of chamlraca, in 
which considerable confidence is placed, and ai seme, 
which enters very lai gely into the composition of the 
celebiated Tanjore pill, is often employed as a coun- 
teiacting power Volatile alkalis are most generally 
tned by European piactitioneis, and very often prove 
successful, but the diffident degiees of stiength m 
the venom of snakes lender it doubtful whether m 
the woist cases they ■would have any beneficial effect. 
Some medical men aver, that the bite of a cobra capella 
m full vigoui, and m possession of all its poisonous 
qualities, is as speedily fatal as a pistol-ball , and that 
it is only w hen this poison is w eakened by expenditure, 
that medicine can be of any a^ail. 
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CHAPTER XV 
INDIGO-PLANTERS 

A passage lias been letamed m the published 
journal of the late Bishop Hebei, which, veiy unin- 
tentionally on the pait of that estimable prelate, is 
calculated to tlnow consideiable disci edit upon a large 
body of highly lespeetable men. That Bishop Hebei 
had just gi omuls, m the conduct of some individuals, 
for the vote of censure which he passed, tlieie can be 
no doubt, for no one who has ever been m India can 
have failed to meet with instances of the most pi ofhgate 
conduct on the pait of the cultivatois of indigo But 
his asseitions w r eie of too sweeping a natuie, he 
judged of the whole fiom a veiy small portion of the 
community, and, had he lived to conect the errors 
of Ins fust impressions, he would have modified, if not 
entnely suppiessed, an opinion which was ceitamly 
too hastily foimed. 

Excepting at large stations, m which various manu- 
factuieis and sliop-keepei s have established them- 
selves, the only Euiopeans, not belonging to the 
Company’s service, hitheito settled m the mtenor of 
Bengal have been the indigo-planters Theie are 
very wide distinctions amongst this class of persons, 
and many diffei as much fiom each othei m manners 
and acquirements, as they do in coloui and country. 
We find Europeans and Indo-Biitons, of all shades 
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and grades, from the most polished, lefincd, benevo- 
lent and ui bane, to the most biutal and dcmoiahzcd 
rendeilng it sometimes difficult to say whether the 
foicign adventurers, or the elnldien of the soil, aie 
tlie best entitled to either charactei man} of the 
Indo-Bntons beiUg distinguished by ever} excellence 
that can adorn society, and mail} of the Euiopcai.s 
being equally conspicuous for the exhibition of every 
\icc. All mdigo-planteis, howeier, especially undei 
the old itgimc, had to contend against piejudice, 
none possessed rank 01 station in the counli}, and, 
when settled at a distance fioni Calcutta, (the only 
pl.ice m which mercantile pursuits, unconnected with 
the Compaii}’s trade, were regarded with any respect) 
were looked upon in a dubious soit of light, and 
toleiatccl, m the cnclcs where they wcie found, ratha 
than consideied acknowledged members of them. A 
little of tins austociatic feeling had been probabl} 
imbibed by the good bishop m Ins intercourse with 
tlie gicat, and, though it cannot be denied that he 
possessed an enlarged and hheial mind, which soaicd 
abo\e the petty distinctions of cocict}, he seems to 
have too hastily adopted opinions lcspectmg a con- 
siderable body, which could only apply to a few 
individuals 

In some places, — Tirhoot for instance, — the indigo- 
planters lne in toleiably large communities, and m 
many the} aie settled at Msitmg distance fiom each 
other, or the civil and military residents of some 
neighboimng station, but a gicat number b\e almost 
wholly isolated The tiaveller, jouncing through 
some remote and urftequented place, often comes 
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suddenly upon a splendid mansion., sunounded by 
stately gai dens should the owner, pi obably a bacheloi , 
be at home, he is welcomed with the gieatest hospi- 
tality, and finds m this lonely letreat eveiy luxury 
that taste can suggest, 01 wealth purchase In the 
absence of the mastei of the house, the servants 
endeavour to supply Ins place , the sti anger is invited 
to walk m the gaidens 01 lepose m the long suites of 
apaitvnents ivhich compose the mansion. 

Though the Emopean houses in the provinces of 
India arefiequently encompassed bypaik-like grounds, 
these are not secuied, as in England, by close palings, 
gates, and poiteis’ lodges, theie p 1 obably is a fence 
of some kind, a low mud wall, 01 a hedge of aloe 
or puckly peai, usually insufficient to keep out 
cattle, and m this lespect they diffei widely fiom the 
domiciles of the uch natives, which are always so 
sunounded by high walls as, m many instances, to 
assume the appeaiance of foitiesses In dangeious 
places, wheie ravines affoid haibour for wild beasts, 
01 wheie robbeis abound, whole villages «re some- 
times inclosed by a high bale wall of unbaked mud, 
a protection which, while highly unpictuiesque, is 
interesting from its singularity, especially when occur- 
nng upon a bare plain, the lavmes befoie mentioned 
being usually fissuies bioken m the suiface Euro- 
peans, on the conti aiy, appear to seek neither pnvacy 
nor secunty , and, while m England w r e only obtain 
distant glimpses of mansions fiom a favouiable point 
upon the road, m India w r e pass the very thieshold of 
some splendid palace, and aie (or w r ere, foi this, like 
Gthei featuies of Anglo-Indian manners, pjay have 
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undeigone a very lecent change) almost ceitain of 
fidmg a waim welcome within its w alls, or, m the 
absence of the ownei, permission to stioll about, 
indulging in those day-dreams which haunt the imagi- 
native mind, and find such ample food when wan- 
deiing alone amid sequesteied places Silence and 
solitude aie not, however, always the characteristics 
of a secluded indigo-factory , the tiavellei may fortu- 
nately chance to meet a large and agieeable family 
domiciled amid the woods and wilds, young and 
beautiful women shedding ladiance on the scene 
The wives and daughteis of the supenoi class of 
indigo-planters lank amid the best educated and most 
elegant women of India, and, in the article of dress, 
they frequently outshine all their competitors, for, 
possessing greater w ealtli, they ai e better enabled to 
indulge m expensive wardiobes Notwithstanding 
the admission contained m a preceding cliaptei, that 
many individual toilettes m India are perfect, the 
disquisitions upon diess have not satisfied those, who, 
either 1 eceivmg impi essions of India m its best days, 
or, blessed with the means of consulting taste and 
splendour m then apparel, aie disinclined to allow 
that the majority of then fair companions aie not, 
or have not been, equally fortunate. By far the 
greater number of the Euiopean residents m India 
ai e decidedly poor, and as, after a certain point, there 
is no possibility of making fuithei i etrenchment, the 
necessary expendituie for the common comforts of 
life leaves them little 01 nothing to devote to show’. 
Very few of the militaiy classes, — and it is they who, 
in the Upper Provinces, chiefly compose the society, — 
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— aie in possession of liberal incomes, the civilians 
aie too widely scatteied to give a decided tone to the 
manneis, and as many of them ale veiy deeply in 
debt, they aie not always able to assume a supenonty 
m outwaid appeaiance It may be admitted that the 
ladies of India chess as well as those belonging to 
the same class at home , we will even allow them a 
supenonty, but, when all this is gi anted, the general 
effect of then appearance will not equal that which is 
to be seen in capitals possessing enormous wealth, and 
where manufactuieis, retail dealers, and milhneis, are 
stuving by eveiy means in then powei to rendei the 
luxuries of diess, necessanes amongst the fair part of 
the community, who are so easily tempted to such 
expendituie. When the female society of India was 
much smallei than it is at piesent, and when husbands 
and fathers commanded more extensive lesources than 
ave now at then disposal, m all piobability, female 
apparel was veiy magnificent, hut times aie sadly 
changed, and though a good deal of money may still 
be expended, it is quite impossible that it should 
be laid out to the same advantage In Calcutta, as 
m London 01 Paris, wheie, even when the colonial 
markets are overstocked, theie is infinitely moie 
choice and variety in the ai tides offered foi sale* 
Weie we to concede to the metiopohs of Bengal 
the same advantages as those enjoyed by Euiopean 
capitals, still there would be the society of the Upper 
Provinces to be taken into consideiation, and it is 
not too much to say that scaicely one lady m ten, 
composing it possesses the means of piocuung a 
single diess thiougliout the yeai, fiom the fashionable 
von. ix Q 
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milliners of Calcutta Upon inquiry at tlie shew- 
100ms of tlie puncipal modistes of the piesidency, 
lespecting the ultimate destination of their importa- 
tions fiom Palis, ive have been infoimed that, by 
fai the greater portion are purchased for the ladies 
belonging to the families of indigo-planters. As 
these, for the most pait, are condemned to inhabit 
remote and solitaiy wilds, persons fiequently meet 
with expense and elegance of attu*e wheie they might 
seem the least to be expected. 

Although most Anglo-Indians aie too well accus- 
tomed to solitude and solitary tiavelhng, to find it par- 
ticulaily liksome, few aie insensible to the pleasuie 
of an unexpected introduction to agieeable society, 
but it is only those who have journeyed long and 
dieanly, without companionship of any kind, who can 
ti uly estimate the delight affoi ded by a welcome into 
the bosom of some chaiming family, eveiy individual 
membei being equally ready to give and to receive 
pleasuie fiom the accidental cn cumstance which brings 
a new acquaintance to then dwelling Notwithstand- 
ing their great seclusion fiom the world, the unmarned 
ladies of an indigo-plantei’s family are seldom doomed 
to waste their sweetness on the desert air, duiing any 
veiy piotracted period, their claims to admiration 
become noised abioard, fiequently laismg a lomantic 
degiee of intei est m the hearts of those who have had 
no oppoi tumty of seeing and judging foi themselves, 
a distant journey is fiequently the consequence, and 
in many instances the affau ends by the adventurous 
suitoi bunging a binde away m triumph 

The houses belonging to the superior classes of 
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indigo-planters, aie well-furnished with books. A 
libxary is necessaiy to beguile the tedium which, m 
a gi eater 01 lesser degiee, must fall to the lot of all 
who can only take pleasuie in lefined amusements; 
the life of an indigo-plantei being one of alternate toil 
and idleness, of great anxiety 01 of deaith of interest. 
The watching the ciop, the necessaiy superintendence 
m pei son, leading to great exposure dunng the heat 
of the day, — the caies, mental and personal, attendant 
on the piocess of manufacture, — apiocess depending 
for success uponpeculiai states of the atmospheie, — are 
followed by intervals, m which there is nothing to be 
done, and dunng which the owner of the factory 
must diaw entirely upon Ins own lesouices foi the 
employment of Ins leisuie houis. The fluctuations 
and vicissitudes which maik an indigo-plantei 's life, 
resemble those of a gamblei, and the excitement he 
feels is nearly equally stiong. Immense fortunes are 
sometimes made in one productive season, and fre- 
quently, when great success has induced moie exten- 
sive speculations, some perveise cncumstance will 
entail a total failuie, reducing the eagei expectant to 
luin, and obliging him to begin the woild again, with 
blighted hopes and 1 educed physical powers. Others 
toil on, duiing a consideiable numbei ofyeais, without 
averaging moie than a sufficiency foi the maintenance 
of a family ; while many are merely agents, or jumoi 
partneis, working haid, with a veiy distant piospect 
of advantage to themselves, for the benefit of some 
great firm m Calcutta Indigo forms the resouice of 
multitudes, who have gone out to India with veiy 
different views nautical men, wnteis to the signet, 

Q 2 
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merchants, and even missionaries, sitting down, after 
vanous disappointments, to the management of some 
remote factoiy 

The soil most favourable to the cultivation of indigo 
is one which is rich and moist, it is essential that the 
giound be well tilled, and thoroughly cleared of weeds 
The seed, which somewhat resembles gunpowder, is 
sown at the commencement of the rainy season In 
favourable weather, the plant will appear above- 
giound m the comse of three 01 foul days , it is ripe 
and leady for cutting at the end of two months, not 
being allowed to exhaust itself in flowering. This is 
a veiy anxious penod foi the cultivator, for the crop 
is liable to accidents which no human ingenuity or 
foiesight can lemedy 01 prevent the plant is apt to 
become suddenly dry, and to wither away , or, all at 
once, a peculiar species of catei pillar makes its appear- 
ance, and will destroy, in the course of a day and night, 
the most favourable prospects which luxuriant fields 
could offer As this catastiophe is of frequent recur- 
rence, no one can reckon with any degree of security 
upon Ins harvest, and the misfortune experienced by 
so many adventureis, has lendeied it a common saying 
m India, that an indigo-planter may ictire to his bed 
a rich man, and use m the morning utterly mined 
It is necessaiv to gather m the mdigo, after it has 
been cut, with great care, the leaves being covered 
with a delicate bloom or farina, which if shaken off 
would deteuorate their value It is said that, m 
India, the cultivators use the leaves only, which ren- 
ders the dye very supeiior to that of America, wlieie 
the whole plant is thrown into the steeping vats 



INDIGO -PLANTERS. 


341 

These are usually mimatui e tanks, lined with masonry , 
they are filled with a sufficient quantity of water to 
cover the plant, the fermentation commences m a 
few houis, and continues dunng an indefinite period, 
m which it must he closely watched, the excellence of 
the dye mainly depending upon the fei mentations 
being stopped at the precise time While m this state 
of effei vescence, great quantities of froth are thiown 
up, the liquoi becomes exceedingly hot, and to a 
passer-by the effluvia it exhales is any thing but 
agreeable. When the proper moment for drawing 
the liquor off has been ascei tamed, — and though tlieie 
are various tests, experience is found to be the best 
guide, — it is conveyed into another vat, where it is 
stiongly agitated by means of wooden implements of 
a peculiai foim, made foi the purpose. This is done 
to separate the tiue dye fiom the salt of the plant, 
the foimei is precipitated to the bottom, and here 
again it is necessary to be well-skilled m the process, 
m older to puisue it only to the piecise moment, m 
which the mixture should be allowed to subside. The 
watei is then diawn off, and, aftei the indigo has 
remained a shoit time longei to settle, it is taken out 
and, being diained m cloth bags, is dried gradually 
m the shade, m shallow wooden boxes While it is 
still damp, it is cut into small cakes, of an inch square, 
and, when in a fit state, it is packed eithei m bairels, 
01 in coarse linen, coveied with a skin, which is ren- 
dered impel vious to damp The indigo manufactured 
m India is of vaiious degrees of excellence, partly 
arising fionf soil and situation, and paitly fiom the 
care taken m its cultivation Its good quality is said 
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to depend in a great measuie upon the age of the 
plant, if cut befoie it has come to maturity, it will 
yield less m quantity, hut the quality will he much 
finei . It is necessaiy to keep it very free from weeds, 
and to attend to the state of the weathei at the period of 
gatlieiing ; foi, if cut upon a diy day, the plant, which 
otherwise would last for two years, will die at once 
The liquid changes coloui two or tlnee times during 
the progiess of fei mentation, being at first green, then 
violet, and giadually assuming the deep blue, which 
proves that the first stage of the process has been com- 
pleted 

At the houses of the supeiior indigo-planteis, little 
or no indication of the calling of the owner is to be 
seen , lus mansion is distinct from the factoiy, and the 
whole establishment manifests the taste andiefinement 
of the inhabitant. But all do not boast the same 
degiee of elegance Rivulets of the deepest blue, 
ragged retainers with then blue skins, — foi the skm 
always imbibes the colour of the manufacture, — 
scantily covei ed with cloths of the same tint, exliibitmg 
itself in eveiy duection, fiequently maik the premises 
of the leal-wallah (blue fellow), as he is termed by the 
natives, locating m the wilderness. The house, in 
these instances, is laige, ungainly, and barn-like , the 
waste, dignified by the name of a garden, is intei sected 
by long rows of sheds, necessary foi the manufactuie, 
and sunken vats appear at intei vals, in winch the 
plant is soaking. Within side, a sluttish kind of plenty 
reigns, the apartments have been handsomely fur- 
nished! but the furnituie has suffeied fiom neglect, 
and now exhibits vanous stages of dilapidation , rat- 
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holes, tenanted by numeious families, yawn m the 
walls, and the dogs lepose without ceiemony upon 
the chans and sofas. Should the mastei be Scottish, 
lush, 01 French, the peculiar manneis of his country 
will be far moie conspicuous than when you find the 
same individual living in close community with othei 
Anglo-Indians, wheie, generally speaking, the whole 
society fall into one paiticulai fashion , the method of 
cookeiy, the choice of food, the houis, and the domes- 
tic ai langements, all savour of the parent soil, and 
we seem to step at once from an Indian jungle into 
some well-i emembered haunt, pei chance amid the 
Scottish highlands, 01 upon the banks of the Shannon, 
or in some old town m Noimandy Living almost 
alone, the same habits and usages will be observed, 
to Avhich the exile > has been accustomed m his early 
youth; he finds no motive for the adoption of foieign 
manneis, and he makes those of Ins forefathers assimi- 
late with a new soil and a new hemispheie 

Occasionally, the house of an indigo-planter affords 
the most fnghtful picture of desolation and decay 
imaginable, its mouldeiing, Aveathev -stained Avails and 
( falling loof, yielding an inadequate shelter fiom the 
elements, Avhile the laige comfortless apaitments of 
the intei lor, the damp, and dirt, and squaloi, Avhich 
pievail Avithm, rendei the smallest hut, Avhich is clean, 
well-sAvept, and m good lepau, a far more desirable 
abode No habitation m England, hoAvever neglected, 
Avhich is capable of accommodating a tenant, can at 
all compare Avith a dirty ill-conducted European 
residence in India. Portions of the fioois, liteially 
ploughed up by Avhite ants, aie quite as dusty as the 



344 


INDIGO-PLANTERS. 


public-roads, while otheis, damp and slimy, produce 
plentiful crops of the fungus tube. Wheie the stuc- 
coed buck- work of the veiandalis and porticoes has 
given way, the places of pillars and loofs aie supplied 
with bamboos and thatch. Some of the large Venetians 
hang upon one rusty hinge , others have fallen pros- 
trate, and a jainnp, formed of coaise matting, propped 
up with a bamboo, furnishes security to the doors and 
windows from sun and lain Most of the latter which 
remain are unglazed, or have only thiee panes left 
out of the numbei which foimerly adorned them, the 
i est being pannelled up to the top with rough unsightly 
pieces of wood. Native cliarpoys, or bedsteads, do 
the duty of sofas , the mats, if any be left, are ragged 
and worn away , the tables are ricketty and the chan's 
woim-eaten. The glass shades belonging to the lamps 
have been bioken, and, at night, a sudden gust of 
wind will extinguish all the lights an exploit which, 
by way of variety, is sometimes performed by a cloud 
of insects m a most effectual manner, these intruders 
at all times sui rounding the unguaided tapers in such 
multitudes, as to make it impossible either to read or 
to puisue any other employment. Yet there are num- 
bers, both Euiopean and Indo-Buton, who are quite 
content with such a residence, and nevei dream of 
giving themselves the trouble of putting it into better 
condition. Custom has reconciled them to their 
mode of life, and they have no idea of the hor- 
ror with winch a stiangei, better acquainted with 
the habits of civilized society, surveys the dismal 
scene. Poverty is not always the accompaniment 
and cause of all this desolation , it frequently hap- 
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pens that, while the elegancies of life are disi egarded, 
there is no scarcity of grosser luxunes , a plentiful 
dinner will smoke upon a board covered with a ragged 
table-cloth, or pei chance, not graced with any table- 
cloth at all , Claret and Sauteine will appeal, as well 
as beer and brandy, and the lady, though she may 
indulge m a shawl and a dressing-gown, will still 
adorn hei peison with tunkets of value 

Now and then, a mansion, differing from any yet 
described, will exhibit itself to view , a small neat 
bungalow, furnished with all things needful, but with 
nothing shewy or superfluous, and tenanted either by a 
quiet couple, 01 some grave and steady bachelor, 
accustomed to look solitude m the face, and to brave 
its seveiest inflictions. This person’s residence may 
be so insulated, as to remain for months, — nay years, 
— unknown to the Euiopean inhabitants of a station 
within forty or fifty miles, 01 even less it is discoveied 
by some accident, such as the illness of a tiaveller, 
seeking shelter at a neighbouring village, and dnected 
by the natives, who are ahvays unwilling to have the 
responsibility of a sick European on their hands, to a 
house where he can be better and moie carefully 
attended It was not until the third year of his 
residence at an outpost, that the officer commanding 
learned, through the medium of a friend who had 
been detained by illness upon the road in a journey 
from Cavmpoie, that a recluse, hermitizmg still deeper 
m the jungle, possessed a library which offered a 
convenient exchange for the oft-read volumes so long 
the solace of his retirement A correspondence ensued, 
and both parties derived benefit from the establish- 

Q3 
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ment of a lending and bon owing system. Wheie 
families travelling aie unsupplied with medicine, 
those who aie acquainted with the lesources of the 
country, immediately mqmie, m the event of any 
attack of illness, whether there is an indigo-planter 
in the neighbourhood, and, if they are so fortunate 
as to be answeied m the affirmative, send without 
ceremony foi anything they want, the virtue of 
hospitality being piactised amongst this class m all 
its amplitude. 

Few Euiopeans have ever travelled in India without 
being laigely indebted to the kindness of the cultiva- 
tois of indigo ' At one period, duung the lams, a 
party, of which the writer foimed one, weie detained 
m a budgeiow, by contiaiy winds, behind a bluff 
promontory, abutting into the Ganges neai Rajmhal. 
Theie was no tracking-path, and the contemplation 
of a piotiacted sojourn m a place veiy ill-calculated 
to affoid accommodation for travellers, excited no 
very agreeable images m the fancy. The sceneiy 
aiound, though veiy beautiful, boie a wild and savage 
aspect, the only human habitations consisting of a few 
clusters of native huts, and some old Mussulmanee 
tombs, the abode of squalid-looking faqueeis. On the 
first day of our detention, we obseived a European, at 
a little distance, superintending the despatch of a 
tram of bullock-caits, loaded with indigo, but he 
did not appear again upon the scene After a few 
days had passed, we began to enteitam a very well- 
grounded appiehension, that we should see the end 
of our laider befoie we could piocure a fuitlier 
supply. The village being entirely inhabited by 
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Hindoos, we could not obtain either fowls 01 eggs, 
and it -was only the coaisest kinds of grain which 
could be pui chased m the bazaar. The rivei_ was in 
too lestless a state to admit of fishing, and, foitunately 
for us, oui washeiman could not find any watei m 
a proper condition foi the exercise of his calling. We 
had by this time foi gotten the indigo-planter, but 
were reminded of Ins vicinity by our anxious domestic, 
•who asked for a note requesting permission foi him to 
w ash Ins clothes m the tank belonging to this gentle- 
man’s establishment. The note was written, and away 
went the dobee This man happened to be a parti- 
cularly active, intelligent fellow, and veiy anxious 
about the comfort of the family he served. It appeared 
that, -without the slightest instructions fiom us, he 
leported the lamentable state of affans at the budgeiow, 
how we w'ere upon shoit allowance of a fowl per 
(hem, and how, after sending m seveial directions, 
for twenty miles lound, little or notlung could be 
obtained. These representations aroused the benevo- 
lent feehngs of the indigo-planter, who had been 
confined to his house by illness fiom the very period 
we had seen him exposing himself to the damp steamy 
atmospheie of the dealing up of a day in the rams 
The low grounds m the neighbouihood of the place 
m which w r e lay moored being all flooded, we were 
deprived of the advantage of the evening walks to the 
old Mussulmanee tombs befoie-mentioned, which w r e 
had taken on our first ai rival, and w r eie obliged to be 
contented with a survey of the country fi om the deck 
of the budgerow. The letuin of the w’asheiman, m 
the dearth of othei objects of interest, was an event of 
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some impoitance, moie especially as he had been 
told that theie were alhgatois linking m the shallow 
waters, which it was dangeious to pass on foot. We 
observed him at a distance canymg Ins basket oflmen 
on his head, and accompanied by two other persons, 
who did not appeal to be empty-handed. Upon a 
neaier approach, we discoveied that one of these 
people carried a large fish, and the other a basket of 
vegetables. The piospect of so welcome an addition 
to the repast preparing for us, and which, to confess 
the truth, was of a meagre description, pioved very 
agieeable, but we were fuither delighted by a polite 
message, intimating that we should receive a supply 
of bread and butter on the morrow. Full of gratitude, 
we felt anxious to evince it m something better than 
woids, we therefore collected all the newspapers we 
had 1 eceived since our departure from Calcutta, and 
some duplicate copies of entertaining books, which we 
despatched with a note of thanks. The next morning, 
according to promise, the bread and buttei arrived, 
and with it a dozen live ducks, together with many 
obliging expiessions of regret, that an attack of fever 
prevented the donoi from paying Ins respects. The 
wind changed before our benefactor, foi such he must 
be teimed, recovered, and w^e never met with linn 
afterwards. Upon anothei occasion, when travelling 
with a female companion only, who was new er to the 
country than myself, the shallowness of the river 
obliged us to put into Bogwangolah, instead of pro- 
ceeding, as w'e had intended, to Moorsliedabad, fiom 
which place we were twenty miles distant We sent 
off a lettei to apprize our friends at that station of 
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our situation, but it appeared that it never leached 
its destination Theie ivas little or notlimg to be 
had foi money of the Hindoos of the village, but, 
having now the advantage of a little expenence, I 
made no sciuple to wute to an indigo-planter in 
the neighbourhood, and to ask Ins assistance in pio- 
cuung beaieis, and something foi us to eat He 
complied most readily with the lequest, and on the 
arrival of my fnend’s husband, who had heard a 
lumoui of oui situation, sent an elephant to assist 
m the conveyance of the paity He also was confined 
to Ins bed with fevei at the time, but I had sub- 
sequently the pleasuie of meeting him in Calcutta, 
and of offering my thanks m peison foi the attentions 
he had shewn me when so much in need of them. 
He has since fallen a victim to the msalubiity of the 
climate, which, though country -bom, he could not 
brave with impunity. 

No set of men are more liable to the various 
maladies incident to constant exposuie to the weather, 
than indigo-planters Then wealth, when they do gam 
it, is haidly earned, and then lives, though apparently 
luxurious, are fiequently subject to great pnvations 
Many of these peisons are bachelors, not on account of 
the expense of maintaining a wife, but fiom an unwill- 
ingness to expose a female to the numeious infelicities 
which must be enduied m remote places. Occa- 
sionally, they diveisify their solitude by visits to the 
piesidency, 01 some laige station , they aie frequently 
keen and active sportsmen, but even hunting and 
shooting will scaicely serve to fill up the leisure of a 
life which, though labonous during one period of the 
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yeai, is foi the most pait monotonous m the extieme 
The cultivation of indigo seems, m many 1 espects, to be 
bettei adapted to Indo-Butons than to Euiopeans , the 
foimer have no lecollections of home to contrast with a 
foieign, and perchance a dismal scene, then constitu- 
tions aie bettei suited to the climate than those of exiles 
pining foi then native land, and they fall more easily 
into the habits of the natives. The estimable poi tion of 
mdigo-planteis aie amiable, contemplative men, fiank, 
hospitable, and geneious, in a very high degiee, and 
though able toenduiean almost companionless solitude, 
ready to welcome the stiangei, and to entei fi eely into 
society whenever an oppoi tumt}' is afforded . Their taste 
foi reading has ah eady been mentioned , it is sometimes 
united with hteiary pursuits, and the conti ibutions of 
many to the periodicals of the presidencies aie fre- 
quently of no mean oidei of ment Tlieie are, how- 
ever, some very diffei ent characters to be found amongst 
the cultivators of the piecious weed, which has turned 
to gold m so many hands. Lawless and profligate 
ruffians may be met with, evei at wai with each other 
01 with the native planters, whom, if otliei means of 
competition fail, they will attack in the night, cutting 
and taking foicible possession of the ciops, which 
may be bettei than then own. These woithies trust 
to all soits of false sweai mg, on the pait of their 
retainers, to elude the consequences of such exploits 
m a court of law , none of the people whom they 
employ entei taming the slightest sciuple at peijury 
Occasionally, the most frightful cncumstances take 
place, and the Supieme Court of Calcutta has been 
occupied by tuals foi murdeis perpetrated m open 
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day, and which, though matter of public notoriety, 
have seldom been hi ought home to the pimcipals 
The evidence produced upon such occasions affoids a 
feaiful pictuie of the abandoned piofhgacy of the 
mode of life adopted by coarse-minded, unpuncipled 
Euiopeans, or ill-educated Indo-Bntons These men 
contuve to engiaft the vices of the natives upon those 
mheiited fiom thepaient stock, piactismg the vntues 
of neither, and it is only when some despeiate act 
brings them undei the cognizance of the magisti acy, 
that the shuddeimg woikl is made acquainted with 
their crimes The history of some of these people is 
both cunous and appalling, they have come out to 
India, 01 have been cast accidentally on its shores, 
aftei a lough journey thiough life, with heaits har- 
dened and tempers souied by adieisity and disap- 
pointment. The cliaige of some small indigo factory 
offers the only resomce, and they plunge at once into 
the jungle, where, unfetteied by the 1 e^tiamts imposed 
by civilized society, associating only with the lowest 
oiders of natives, whom they look upon as beasts of 
buithen, they abandon themselves to eveiy descuption 
of vice. An immoderate indulgence m aident spmts, 
and the habit of consideung themselves masteis of all 
they survey, aggiavate the natuial fierceness of their 
dispositions, they are lipe and ready for the commis- 
sion of any outrage, and their w r retched dependents 
too often fall a sacufice to tlieii biutahty. Muideis 
of this land are easily hushed up, when the petty 
tyiant lives beyond the cognizance of Euiopean neigh- 
bours The natives of India have not, as yet, been 
made to undeistand that they rendei themselves acces- 
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sories after the fact, by neglecting to leport a cnme 
of which they have obtained mfoimation, and to secure 
the perpetratoi Inquests do not sit upon the bodies 
of all pei sons who may be suspected of having pei ished 
by a violent death, and unless tlieie should be some 
party deeply interested m the punishment of the offen- 
dei, the affair is seldom brought before the district 
judge. Should the neighbouring darogha, 01 police 
officer, lieai of it, theie is not often much difficulty in 
bribing him to silence , and thus it sometimes happens, 
that the most fnghtful dimes aie committed with 
impunity. 

It chanced, that two Euiopean mdigo-plantei s, re- 
sembling each othei veiy closely in then habits, man- 
neis, and mode of life, weie neai neighbours, and for 
a consideiable peiiod lived togetliei m the utmost har- 
mony Some occurrence, however, which did not 
tianspne, happened to change this friendship into the 
most deadly enmity , and, while one of the parties 
was seated in Ins own house, not apprehending the 
slightest dangei, the otliei, attended by a multitude of 
armed retainers, came up to the dooi, dragged him 
forth, and forcibly conveying him to a little distance, 
eitliei muideied lnm with his own hands, or instigated 
his followeis to commit the deed. The seivants of the 
unfortunate suffeier gave the alarm, many were wit- 
nesses of the acts of violence by which he sunk over- 
powered to the giound; and, upon their 1 epi esenta- 
tions, the principal and seveial of his abettois were 
apprehended Accoiding to the Mohamedan and 
Hindu law, no persons can be convicted of murder 
unless the body of the victim be produced; m this 



INDIGO-PLANTERS 353 

instance, caie had been taken to dispose of it so com- 
pletely, that the natives engaged m the affan could 
only be punished foi riot and assault, and sent to work 
upon the roads The puncipal was dealt with m a 
diffeient mannei, being indicted capitally before the 
Supieme Com t of Calcutta, and tiled foi Ins life No 
one foi an instant could doubt this man’s guilt , but 
the ingenuity of Ins counsel, m baffling and con- 
tradicting the testimony against him, and the gap m 
the evidence occasioned by the concealment of the 
body, procui ed an acquittal, and he was leturned 
again upon society 

In a veiy interesting little volume, published a few 
} ears ago, entitled Navfragus, some details will be 
found, which afford a very conect lepiesentation of 
the mode of life and conduct of those mdigo-planters 
v ho scruple at nothing m the fuitheiance of any guilty 
pm suit. Theiomance attached to this nan ative has 
made many peisons suppose that it is altogether of a 
fictitious nature, wheieas the w T hole is a ventable his- 
toiy of the life and adventuies of a singularly amiable 
young man,* who at an eaily period of his life was 
sent to seek his foi tune m the w’oild Many persons 
in Bengal aie still living to conoboiate his account of 
an indigo-planter, who did not sciuple to incense a 
whole population against lum, by foicibly carrying off 
the bride of a brahmin, as she was proceeding to the 
home of liei husband. Money, that grand panacea 


* The name of the author of Naufragus, Moffat James Horne, 
is not generally known , perhaps no work ever published has 
presented a truer pictuie of the romance of real life 
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foi all the ills and outrages of life, pi evented him 
fiom falling a sacrifice to Hindu vengence, but others 
have not escaped so well. 

Though not possessing any settled rank, mdigo- 
planteis, of gentlemanly habits and respectable con- 
duct, have, at least duung a veiy considerable period, 
been freely admitted to the vice-iegal court. In the 
Upper Pi o vinces, they are invanably estimated accord- 
ing to then merits, and the society being small ei, the 
intei com se with those who are of native descent is 
much more close and fiequent than in Calcutta, where 
Indo-Bntons and Euiopeans do not mingle much 
togethei A considerable numbei of mdigo-planters, 
who have eithei factories at a shoit distance, 01 have 
letiied altogethei, are settled at the seat of govern- 
ment They inhabit veiy handsome houses, and see a 
great deal of company these gentlemen aie chiefly 
Indo-Bntons, and the' few Euiopeans who are occa- 
sionally enteitained at then paities, aie litei ally asto- 
nished by the multitude of daik beauties with which 
they aie sunounded w ealth and hospitality abound, 
and though theie may be some slight piejudices m 
the breasts of those who pique themselves upon the 
untainted hue of their skm, the Eurasian community 
have little else to contend against m their intercourse 
with society. Many feel deeply aggrieved at their 
inadmissibility to offices of public tiust and emolu- 
ment, and piobably the rising discontent may occasion 
the government some inconvenience at a subsequent 
penod, at piesent, however, the muimuiings of the 
community find vent m the JDemosthenian oratory of 
the Town-hall. 
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GRIFFINS 

How the name of the winged monstex of classic 
fable came to be applied to the newly-auived Eui opean 
in India, nobody can tell with any degree of ceitamty. 
The origin of the term is quite as obscure as that 
of bluc-stocling , and quite as inappropriate to the class 
of pel sons whom it is intended to designate, theie 
being as little analogy between ignorance and a guffin, 
as between learning and ceiulean hose. The soubn- 
quet, by whomsoever first established, is now univer- 
sally attached to pei sons who aie unacquainted with 
the modes and customs adopted m Anglo-Indian society 
A year is allowed foi initiation into the somewhat 
stiange usages and manneis which it has pleased the 
Eui opean lesidents of the tlnee piesidencies to sanction 
and to folloiv, if at the end of that penod silly and 
unadvised pei sons should tiansgiess these lules and 
legulations, or should not possess sufficient tact to 
disguise tlieir ignoiance 01 dislike of them, they 
become confirmed “ griffins,” theteim is then applied 
m contempt, and a man who is said nevei to have 
been out of Ins guffinage, during a long lesidence m 
India, must be supposed to be a veiy obtuse and im- 
practicable pei son. Certainly, a yeai at least is neces- 
sary to initiate people, possessing somethmgmoie than 
moderate capacities, in the stiange ways and odd 
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customs 'with which they are expected to comply, 
especially as they have veiy little mstiuction from 
then fi lends and associates, who seem to derive great 
amusement fiom the blundeis and mistakes made by 
new comei s, whom they persecute with as little mercy 
as the Aumaspians, in olden time, did then piototypes, 
the Giyphons Nothing, indeed, shoit of inspiration, 
can prevent a strangei fiom being the subject of ndi- 
cule to old lesidents , great quickness of observation, 
and ready dexterity m getting out of a difficulty, will 
elfect mucli , but they must make up their minds to be 
laughed at, on account of errors which it is peifectly 
impossible to avoid 

One of the gieat difficulties which a giiffin has 
to encountei is that of comprehending the difference 
of castes amongst his servants, he luns the risk of 
bringing himself into contempt with the natives m 
two ways , one by insisting upon then doing what 
their religion and peculiar calling forbid them to do , 
the othei by suffenng himself to be imposed upon by 
low -caste people, who are fond of assuming conse- 
quence, and often pietend to be fastidious about things 
■which belong to their paiticulai depaitment Such 
mere trifles aie made matteis of nnpoitance, that it is 
exceedingly difficult foi the best-bied and most deli- 
cately-minded peison to avoid giving their natne 
servants occasion to call then good manners in ques- 
tion For instance, if, in \ ery hot weather, ladies 
or gentlemen ai e desn ous to dip their hands frequently 
into a fingei -glass, the water must be emptied every 
time by a sei vant m waiting, and should this practice 
not be complied with, the servant would not scruple 
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to give his mastei or mistress a fingei-glass in winch 
anothei peison has washed. Natives do not or will 
not peiceive the distinction, they think both equally 
gloss and unclean, and enteitam the gi eatest disgust 
foi those who could so pollute themselves Theie are 
native customs equally offensive to Euiopeans, which 
must be borne with, because no impiopnety is attached 
to them by those by whom they are piactised 

People who go to India young, have a great advan- 
tage m the opportunity of acqumng an insight into 
the mannei s and institutions of the people with whom 
they associate, and of learning what has been 1 ejected 
and what has been retained b} r the Euiopean poition 
of the community A gnffm is constantly emng m 
these lattei points He is told that he must lespect 
the opinions and piejudices of the natives, and accom- 
modate lnmself to then notions , and, perceiving one 
01 two customs which he thinks peculiaily judicious, 
he adopts them inslantei , and has all Ins own countiy- 
men up in aims against him, full of wondei that he 
should so commit lnmself Cadets attached to 1 egi- 
ments doing duty m small stations, and tlieiefoie m 
a gieat measuie dependent foi amusement upon the 
conversation of the sepoys , and young civilians eaily 
qualifying themselves foi some responsible office, 
which sends them into a solitaiy pait of a distuct, 
soon become familial with the causes and meanings of 
numerous singulai obsei vances, of which otheis less 
advantageously situated must 1 emam in ignoiance all 
then lives The officeis of king’s legiments raiely 
have an opportunity of making themselves thoioughly 
acquainted with the cunous netwoik of Indian society, 
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and the contempt with which the least intellectual 
portion of this body affect to treat those m the service 
of the Company, isietuined by persons who see them 
constantly committing some solecism, which must rum 
them m the estimation of the Asiatics 

One very gieat advantage lesul ting from an accurate 
knowledge of native habits, is the powei it gives of 
choosing dependants fi om amongst the most i espectable 
clssses, and of knowing how far they ought to be 
indulged m then respective pi ejudices. Persons of 
piobityand cliaractei aie too happy to take seivice 
undei employeis, who will permit them the peaceable 
exeicise of the customs of then foiefathers, and these 
people will not piesume beyond the propci foibeanng 
point, because they know that they will be instantly 
detected m the affectation of sciuples which aie not 
sanctioned by their leligion. A Mussulman, con- 
tinually infimgmg the laws of the piopliet by indulg- 
ing m feimented liquoi, will often endeavoui to display 
his fastidious feelings by refusing to put pork or ham 
upon the table, while the moie orthodox, aware that 
a piayei and an ablution will puiify them, nevei 
object to this piece of seivice A chupiassee, who wore 
the tuple tlnead, and pnded himself not a little on his 
Biahmmical descent, being desiied to take a mango 
fi om the dessert, and give it to a pai rot m the vei andah, 
declined on account of his caste, and was instantly dis- 
missed the seivice by his mastei, who knew that 
fiuit was not included m the prohibition This man 
earnestly imploied to be lestoied to his situation, 
promising nevei to offend again , but the example was 
considered to be salutaiy as a warning to others, and 
he was sent away. 
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Theie is one clanger, liowevei, m early association 
and intimate acquaintance with the natives, a few 
weak-minded peisons have become so deeply ena- 
mouied of the customs and notions of diffeient sects, 
as to be Hindoos or Mahommedans m every thing 
except the name. Many abstain fiom eating beef or 
poik fiom principle, and some go so far as to peifoim 
then orisons by bathing m the Ganges But these 
aie extieme cases, though man}? cany then compliance 
vutli the piejudices of the countiy much too far, since 
it is bettei, by setting an example of sobnety and 
model ation, to attiact admuation to the Christian code, 
both of civil and lehgious lan, than to sanction the 
cieed of Vishnu or Mohammed by confoimmg too 
closely to their piecepts Perhaps, m their desire to 
please and conciliate, many Clmstians shew too great 
a respect foi ldolatiy It would be unwise as well as 
ungiaciousto treat Brahma and his followeis contemp- 
tuously, but the Hindoos would not be offended by 
the display of a holy lioiroi at the obseivation of any 
pagan rite, especially if it w ei e accompanied by some 
learned exposition of the w r ay m which they have 
depaited fiom the moie simple faith of their ances- 
tors Neaily all, even the lowest and most ignorant 
of the Hindoos, concui m the acknowledgment that 
tlieie is only one God, though they choose to woislnp 
lnm undei all his attributes, and many opportunities 
occur of inculcating the gieat tiuths of Christianity, 
which, though they might not alw'ays make a suitable 
impiession, would be leccived with respect, and taken 
as excuses foi a lefusal to pay the lemotest degiee o* 
defei ence to the sin ines and temples devoted to heathen 
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deities Itissaidthat occasionfoi gieat scandal has lately 
been given in Calcutta, by r the assistance accorded by 
English perfoimeis of eminence m the native conceits 
given at the celebiation of the festival of the dailc god- 
dess Duiga It is possible that these peisons, new 
to the country, weie not aw aie that they weie actually 
engaged m doing honoui to the most lion id ntes 
■which evei bi ought disgi ace upon thenameofieligion, 
the choice of Handel’s music completed the profana- 
tion, though pei chance intended as a salvo to the 
conscience Had the peifoimeis been forced into the 
seivice, they would have been justified in laismg an 
anthem to the tiue God, m the midst of the impious 
clioi uses of nnutcli girls of the most abandoned cha- 
ractei , but wheie the inducement to appear m such 
contaminating company, was meiely of a meicenary 
natuie, the selection could excite nothing save disgust 
The most eminent gnffins upon lecord have been 
colonels of 1 egiments, and genei al office) s, newly ai lived 
in India. One of the foimei is said to have sent to 
the office of the Commandei -in- chief to request that 
a “ cool station ” might be selected foi Ins corps , and 
the commandant of alaige biigade, hearing continually 
of the allowance foi (loolcd (palanquins), mquiied 
what soit of “ animals” they weie, since they seemed 
to eat so much. It was an act of gnffinism nevei to 
be foi gotten on the pait of Bishop Hebei, in pai taking 
of the tuitle fished up out of the Ganges by Ins boat’s 
ciew. Turtles aie nevei eaten by Euiopeans m India, 
unless they have been ti ansported m the early part 
of then existence to a tank, and thus secured fiom 
feeding on the offal of the rivei. Some peisons will 
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be equally sciupulous with legaid to fish , and, cei- 
tamly, it is moie satisfactoiy to see the table supplied 
fiom a piece of "water kept as neaily as possible fiom 
eveiy kind of contamination, than to lun the usk of a 
method of fattening abhonent to eveiy feeling 

The mannei in "which many peisons aie puzzled 
m getting foi the first time into a palanquin, affoids 
gieat amusement to the uninitiated It is ceitamly 
a stiange opeiation, difficult even to those ivho have 
been accustomed to scramble into a cot. An adept m 
the ait will have the vehicle held sideways, at a little 
distance fiom the giound, and, seating himself at the 
edge, will be jeiked in by the beareis as they turn 
it into a horizontal position In alighting they will in 
the same way be in a mannei thiown out by the 
sudden tinning of the palanquin. The guffin, seeing 
a pei son thus ejected, is inclined to laugh , but it 
foims the peifection of the exit and the entiance, and 
cannot be attained "without some skill and tiainmg 
A guffin, unadvisedly attempting to sit down m the 
nonchalant mannei of an expenenced tiaveller, might 
get a veiy awkwaid fall, similai to that v hi cli awaits 
the pei son who enoneously fancies that theie is a 
chan behind lnm, the descent is moie easy, though 
some dexterity is lequned in alighting feet foiemost. 
The safest way of getting eithei m 01 out, is to have 
the palanquin placed upon the giound, but even 
heie the guffin is liable to some enois of judgment 
There is a shelf at one end, which is occasionally 
mistaken for a seat, and the unhappy wight, obliged 
to doable himself up, pei foims Ins tiansit m the most 
uncomfoi table mannei possible An easici blundei 
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still is to get in the wi ong way, and to sit 01 lie 
backwaids m the vehicle, with head, instead of feet, 
foremost. Theie aie always friends or acquaintances 
on the watch, to see how the tyro will acquit himself, 
and to assail his ignoiance With shouts of laughtei. ' 
Old Indians are exceedingly averse to give instruc- 
tions, except m the foim of remonstrance, at eirois 
unadvisedly committed, they dishke the tiouble of 
translating foi the benefit of those who aie ignoiant 
of Hindoostanee, and the difficulties of a new-comer 
aie consideiably augmented by the unwillingness of 
expei lenced residents to affoi d them assistance Ladies 
especially suffer a gieat deal of inconvenience fiom 
their inability to understand others, or to make them- 
selves understood , and nothing can be moie helpless 
than the situation of a mamed couple landing foi the 
fust time m tlieir lives in Calcutta, and perplexed 
on all sides by the novelty and strangeness of then 
condition. Those who had letters of introduction 
which piocured immediate invitations to houses well 
supplied with all the comfoits and luxunes of life, 
weie, of couise, exempted fiom many annoyances, but 
all, even m the best days of Anglo-Indian hospitality 
and splendoui, weie not so fortunate. Hotels and 
boai ding-houses, those lefuges foi the destitute in 
acquaintance though not in puise, did not exist, or 
weie of too disieputable an oidei to afford a desiiable 
sheltei An unfurnished mansion, 01 equally empty 
quaiteis m Fort- William, or some othei government 
edifice, received the sti angers, who found themselves 
and then baggage suddenly put into a comfoitless 
apaitment, and m the foilom aspect of their abode, 
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and the confused jaigon of the native multitude 
crowding m ufion the scene, could scaicely hope 
that tune, patience, and assiduity would evei bung 
comfoit and ordei m their tiam. When children 
weie added to the paity, and night appioachmg 
befoie the covei of a loof Gould be obtained, the 
misenes to be enduied sustained a considerable m- 
ciease, and even m less melancholy situations theie 
is much exeicise for fortitude and resignation It 
is always desnable that a female seivant should sleep 
m the same apartment with a young lady who is 
a stiangei to the county, 01 at any late that some 
domestic should be within call, foi otlieiwise she 
may, even if possessed of considerable neive and 
poweis of endurance, be exposed to much annoyance 
An instance occuirmg in the days of the wntei’s 
giiffimsm will shew the sort of dilemmas which some- 
times occui. It was dunng the rams, and the Flench 
windows, as is usual on fine nights, weie left open, 
the Venetians only being closed. Suddenly, a noith- 
wester came on, with gieat violence , the wind whistled 
through the apartment and the lam descended on my 
bed, while peals of thunder shook the whole house, and 
the lightning glaied m the most terrific raannei My 
fiist impulse was to use and shut the windows, but 
ignorant of the manner m which they were fastened 
back, they resisted my effoits I then took a pillow 
and a shawl and letieated to a distant coinei, but the 
peltmgs of the pitiless storm pursued me m this 
lemote place, the lam was liteially driven thiough 
the blinds to the whole extent of a veiy large 100m, 
and it was m vam that I exeited my voice to call some 
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one to my assistance the noise of the whuhvind, and 
the constant pealing of the thundei, effectually baffled 
eveiy attempt I could make to be heaid I might 
have taken lefuge m the adjoining apaitments , but I 
felt umv illing to appeal g; iffish, as it is called, before 
the family They must have been awakened by the 
stoim, but they made no inquiry how I fared, and 
I theiefore waited with all the patience I could muster 
until it ended , then, taking the pi ecaution of laying 
a shawl ovei my damp bed, leturned to it, wearied 
out with the fatigue of pacing about foi so long a 
time A pievious adventuie had been scarcely less 
disagi eeable. Upon landing at day -break at Fultah, 
a place about half-way to Calcutta, fiom a budgerow 
sent to fetch oui paity from the ship, which lay 
at anchoi m Saugoi loads, I was usheied with an 
Euiopean seivant into an apaitment, which had a bed 
in it, but v Inch in my opinion lesembled a laige 
cage, being sunounded on all sides by Venetian blinds, 
v ith each bar open to its widest extent To those 
who aie unacquainted with the method of turning 
these gigantic jalousies, it is quite impossible to stir 
them fiom the position in which they have been 
placed, and a toleiably clevei person, unacquainted 
with mechanical contrivance, might puzzle for a 
long time without solving the mystery, at least, it 
w r as quite bejond my poweis of comprehension. The 
seivant was equally at a loss, and w r e had no w r oids to 
explain oui wishes to the people m the ante-cliambers, 
who i egai ded us both with an an of gieat cunositj', 
suipused no doubt that w r e should choose so much 
publicity. I put on a di essmg-gown and lay dow r n. 
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but when it was time to rise, found the greatest 
difficulty m managing to screen off one coinei for 
the peifoimance of the toilette, so necessaiy aftei 
an attempt to sleep in my clothes Upon pioceedmg 
to the apartment m which bieakfast was laid, I 
peiceived that all the other sleeping-rooms, though 
sui rounded in the saitie manner with Venetians, were 
completely closed, and then mtenois impervious to 
view. It must, therefoie, have appealed to the native 
seivants of the establishment that I had volunteeied 
the exhibition. Fortunately, my waiting-maid was the 
only Euiopean who was awaie of the circumstance, 
and I lost no time m acqumng the method of closing 
the Venetians myself^ and of dnecting otheis to do so, 
it being lathei a difficult operation, lequmng both 
stiength and dexterity in the management. I lecollect 
looking about on this, my fiist morning m India, 
with the most intense cunosity foi some of the 
stiange pioducts of the soil, and was disappointed 
upon aneaiei examination of a laige column of insects 
matching across the veiandah, to find that they weie 
nothing moie than common black-beetles I regietted 
to peiceive that the ciows, the only buds which it 
was my foitune to meet, veiy closely lesembled then 
Euiopean biethien, and though I did not expect to 
see tigeis leposmg m the fields instead of sheep, I had 
hoped foi some novelty in the way of a zoological 
specimen I lecollect once at Cawnpoie, when dining 
at the house of a commandant, standing upon a tei - 
race, at the time m which the government camel 
came up with the daily oideis, a gentleman of the 
paity said to his wife (both having auived that day 
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at the station fiom England), "that is a camel, my 
deal most of the company laughed, exclaiming 
“ what a griffin How the lady could have travelled 
all the v <iy to Cawnpore without having seen a camel, 
ceitamly appeared stiange, but my own expenence 
told me that it w as necessaiy to wait witli patience 
foi some of the promised spectacles of an Indian land 
Though neaily the -whole of Bengal swaims -with 
tigers, I nevei had the good fortune to see one m its 
•wild unfetteied state, and always envied those fi lends 
who -weie more favouied m theii leseaiches One of 
my acquaintance had a glorious oppoitunity of gazing 
at a gioup of these majestic animals lie was tra\ el- 
lmg m a cabriolet through a wild pait of the Upper 
Piovmccs, attended by a paity of mounted sujvars 
One of these men, pointing to the summit of a locky 
ravine, diew Ins attention to foui tigers, one of which 
was reposing with its foi e-feet hanging m er the ledge, 
in the same way in which a cat is often seen upon 
a wall. All foui weie lying down, but, after a 
minute, one got up, shook himself lazily, and walked 
slowly away, a second then lose, and as theie was 
a very suspicious-looking pathway winding down to 
the road, my friend thought it full time to pioceed. 
Sending back one of the suwars to wain his seivants, 
w'lio weie following in a more exposed manner, to 
take a diffeient dnection, he whipped up lus lioise 
and w as soon beyond the dangei of an attack Some- 
times, a new aruval m Calcutta will see a tolerably 
sized alligatoi alive, and bound securely upon bamboos, 
the prize of some fishermen, canned through the 
streets , but it is only guffins who imagine the exln- 
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bition to be one of common oceuuence. Elephants 
are not allowed to come within the precincts of the 
city, excepting when in tlie tiam of a native pimce 
proceeding m state to visit the Goveinoi -general. It 
is supposed that they would occasion accidents by 
fnghtemng the horses, the two animals having, it 
is said, a gieat aversion to each other. An elephant, 
unless veiy well accustomed to it, dislikes the pat- 
tering and clattering of a horse’s hoofs, and the hoise 
is staitled by the uncouthness of the elephant’s appear- 
ance , both, howevei, when used to each other, will 
get on veiy well togethei, and tlieie is geneially a 
promiscuous jumble in all the native suivarrees 
Camels aie seldom found m Bengal, the wet clayey 
soil not agreeing with their peculiar confoimation , 
but the griffin may be amused by the singulai appeal - 
ance of the humped and dewlapped cattle Theie is a 
pecuhaily small bleed, called Gynees, which stake a 
sti angei’s eye immediately, they aie not much larger 
than Newfoundland dogs, and look veiy pictuiesque 
either singly or m groups 

Theie aie few things more surpasmg in the days of 
oui gnffinage than the manner m which household 
goods aie conveyed fiom one place to anothei, espe- 
cially m shoit distances, wheie carts and beasts of 
buithen are unnecessary. When the servants have 
packed eveiy thing ready for stalling, aiabble rout 
of coolies , or poiters, are admitted into the house. 
These people, who ply m the streets and bazaais for 
employment, are of both sexes, and all ages, down 
to the meiest children , their clothing is wretched 
and ragged in the extreme, particulaily that of the 
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women, winch, being moi e abundant, affoi ds a gi eatei 
display of misery. The graceful sai ce, composed of 
a long piece of duty, tattered, daik cloth, covenng 
the pei son, it is true, but so scantily, that we wonder 
how a human being can be contained m it, is divested 
of all its elegance when enveloping a pool, lean, 
desolate-looking cieatuie, who, if young, is withered 
before hei time by toil and privation, the childien 
are equally foiloin in then appearance, and the whole 
troop form an assembly winch one should not dream 
of seeing m any decent house Howevei, m they all 
come , rush tlnough the rooms, and seize upon all the 
ai tides, -with shouts and cues, and eager gesticula- 
tions, choosing the heaviest burthens, undei the idea 
that they will be the most likely to retain possession 
of them, and fighting with each other and eveiy body 
else who may come m their way I was once sur- 
prised by an inuption of this nature. We had been 
staying so long at the house of a friend, about tv o 
miles from the nvei, that almost all our baggage and 
furniture had been bi ought up from the budgerow. 
When about to re-embark, they had been got ready 
for removal. Seated on a sofa, m my chambei, m the 
midst of packages, and playing with a favouiite bird, 
a band, of thirty peisons at least, rushed in, jabbering, 
scuffling and hallooing , one snatched away the bird- 
cage, another pushed me aside to get at a bundle , in 
short, I was surrounded, elbowed and jostled about, 
until, though not f lightened by tins stiange tieatment, 
I was a good deal annoyed by the juxta-position with 
dirt and not very agreeable odouis At length my 
Ihulmutghar , peiceivmg my situation, came to my 
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assistance, and, educating me fiom the hands of the 
coolies, conducted me into a quiet apartment These 
people nevei take advantage of the confusion they 
cieate to 10b those who employ them , all the goods 
are faithfully conveyed to the place of then destina- 
tion, the sole difficulty being to appoition the pioper 
quantity to each, and to engage the sei vices of those 
only who may be actually wanted , foi , if left to 
themselves, theie would be no end to their numbeis 
Notwithstanding the vigilance of the seivants, who 
take caie to see that each has a suitable load, it is 
sometimes ludicious to examine the paicels which 
many will conti ive to get hold of, m ordei to entitle 
them to then line, and, if they have actually earned 
any thing, they aie clamoious for the payment of 
then wages, and will make the court-yaids ring again 
with then vehement demands foi justice 

Anothei of my adventuies was lathei moie alai fil- 
ing I had left a house m Chownngee to letum 
home at night, m company with anothei palanquin, 
and having the attendance of a chupiassy, when by 
some mischance the beaieis took a wrong turning, 
and bewildeied themselves amongst new buildings 
at the outskirt of this fashionable subuib. They put 
the palanquin dow n once 01 twice, then confabulated 
with each othei, and at length earned me beyond 
the houses. Not knowing a single w r ord of the lan- 
guage, and tbeiefoie unable to give any dnections, 

I confess that I felt exceedingly neivous, being afiaid 
that the beaieis would leave me to spend the night m 
the company of the jackals, which weie howling at 
no gieat distance. I was not afiaid of being muideied, 

ii 3 



G BIFFINS. 


370 

as they could have no object m taking my life , but I 
had lieaid that beareis weie apt to run away in 
any dilemma, and I was apprehensive that they would 
pursue that course upon the piesent occasion. At 
last, after nearly an hour had been passed m consulta- 
tion and quanelling, they earned me back to the 
house which I had quitted, and, still at a loss to 
make the seivants acquainted with the circumstances 
of the case, I got out of the palanquin, and meeting 
the master of the mansion in the hall, who liad been 
hastily summoned to attend the beebee saib, explained 
the mysteiy of my re-appeai ance. He sent one of his 
own people home with me, and no serious conse- 
quences ensued from the teirors I had suffered. 

Since the establishment of steam-vessels, the half- 
Avay house at Fultali, befoie-mentioned, has been 
abandoned on account of the decline of its custom ; 
formeily, it was the only hotel which lespectable 
peisons could fiequent, and as parties could seldom 
embaik or disembark m a single tide, it was necessary 
to have some place where refreshment and repose 
could be piocured no othei house of public enter- 
tainment, however, found toleiation during its exis- 
tence At length the gi eat inconvenience of having 
to set up an establishment which was both costly 
and comfoitless, during a temporary lesidence m 
Calcutta, induced many lespectable persons who had 
moie wisdom than money, to patronize a boarding- 
house, which was conducted upon veiy liberal prin- 
ciples. The mistiess of the mansion, a well-descended, 
well-educated woman, was umvei sally i espected , and, 
in 01 dei to rendei hei establishment a fitting abode 
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foi young ladies placed undei hei cai e, she did not' 
leceive any gentlemen excepting those who weie 
accompanied by then wives The house was laige 
and commodious, and families could be accommodated 
with suites of apaitments, independent of the common 
sitting-rooms The success attending this undei taking 
induced many othei peisons to set up similar esta- 
blishments, diffenng somewhat m plan , the hire of an 
apaitment foi a single peison with board, including 
every thing but wine and beei, aveiaged a hundied 
lupees (£10) pel month, and the ex'peiiment being 
found to answei, hotels weie attempted m vanous 
paits of Calcutta Whethei they weie all successful 
01 not, must be doubtful, but an enteipiismg peison 
of the name of Spence, who has set up a splendid 
establishment of the kind in Wellesley Place, seems to 
1 eceive all the patronage which he so justly mei its The 
premises consist of three houses, iilnch foitunately 
weie all undei one loof, each thiee stones m height* 
and admnably adapted for his puipose. Each family 
can be provided with a suite of apai tments, consisting 
ofabed-ioom, sitting-ioom, and bathing-ioom, three 
meals a day, and attendance, at the late of £25 a 
month Bachelors aie accommodated mth a sleepmg- 
chambei, and a seat at an excellent public table, foi 
£10 a month The house is closed at ten at night, 
and none except lespectable peisons are admitted as 
inmates. There is no billiaid- table, noi any othei 
amusement allowed winch might lead to noise oi mtem- 
peiance, and the excellence of the regulations has 
lendered it the lesoit of civil and militaiy seivants of 
the highest oi del s. 
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’ v The influx of stiangeis m Calcutta has been exceed- 
ingly useful in making imoads upon customs and 
manneis which appealed to have been as immutable 
as the laws of the Medes and the Pei sians Amongst 
many advantages resulting fiom the impol tation of new 
notions, upon domestic as well as political economy, 
that of a salutaiy refoim m the conduct of the table 
is one of the most conspicuous People, according to 
the latest accounts, have begun to glow a little moie 
rational upon the subject, and no longei fancy that 
abundance will atone foi inelegance When the num- 
bei of ladies lesident in India shall be bettei propor- 
tioned to the multitude of the othei sex, theie can be 
little doubt that still fuithei impi ovements will be 
manifested , foi though at all times ready to acknow- 
ledge the excellence of Indian cookery, and the merits 
of its ai tistes, yet it must be admitted that there is 
still a good deal to be done, which can only be effected 
by female supenntendence To descend to particulars, 
foi which no apology can be needed, since the impor- 
tance of gastionomical science is universally allowed, 
the two grand diawbacks to the excellence of Indian 
cookeiy, aie the absence of Euiopean potheibs, and 
of bacon, m its various concoctions. Sweet heibs of 
eveiy kind will grow m India, but not very fieely, 
excepting when consideiable pains aie taken m the 
cultivation , the substitutes employed by the natives 
are strong, and of a pecuhai flavour, which is too apt 
to piepondeiate Though the name m all probability 
refeis to the kitchen, lather than to the gai den-pot, 
heibs might be laised by the peisevenng without 
much assistance fiom a gaidenei , and then more fie- 
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quent introduction into stews of all kinds., would veiy 
matenally add to the zest of the dish The cooks 
being all Mahomedans, they never willingly exercise 
then talents upon bacon, that useful adjunct to the 
English cuisine s and without some knowledge of the 
art, on the part of then employ ei s, none of the modern 
improvements, noi any great vanety m the courses, 
can be attained These land of household cares and 
useful blanches of domestic knowledge, do not, unfor- 
tunately, entei into the modern system of education, 
though even in England, unless wheie families are 
nch enough to keep fiist-iate domestics, they are 
often requned , and m India an acquaintance with 
them would be exceedingly valuable The manage- 
ment of a gaiden, the method of reailng vegetables 
and flowers, as practised m Europe, would tend gi eatly 
to the improvement of the exotics, and some idea, 
should the knowledge be only theoretical, of conduct- 
ing a poultiy-yard or daily, would be turned to 
advantage. The butter made in India is srveet and 
well-tasted , but, notwithstanding the assistance of 
saltpetre, nevei acquires the piopei degiee of hardness 
and consistence, unless the cows should be fed under 
European supenntendence , when this is the case, 
nothing can be finei than the product, and gentlemen, 
as well as ladies, contemplating a voyage to India, 
would do well to turn tlieir attention to these subjects 
Although our eastern colonies are natuially the 
home of great numbers of young ladies, whose patents 
have little chance of ever returning to their native 
country, it is still the fashion to consider every female 
who goes out to India m the light of an adventuiess, 
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anxious to try her foitune in the matnmomal maiket 
Unhappily, the gi eater numbei who visit eithei of the 
presidencies have no choice m the matter , they have 
not the means of living at home, many are solely 
dependent upon the Oiphan Fund , and though the 
mother may survive, and have a pension sufficient foi 
her maintenance, as it will cease at her death, she is 
obliged to take her daughter out to a place m which, 
accoidmg to government regulations, they must be 
piovided for The majority of young women who 
are induced to accompany their married sisters to 
India, 01 who go out to some distant 1 elation, feel 
themselves m a great measure compelled to do sofiom 
the pressuie of cncumstances , they have no idea, 
when they embaik upon their voyage, that their 
comfoit and happiness will m a great measure depend 
upon their marrying, and that to remain single is 
looked upon either as a crime or a repioach , a crime, 
should it be voluntaiy, and a reproach, should there 
be any suspicion to the conti ary Some few fortunate 
women thei e are, who, having happy homes m India, 
which they feel no desire to exchange, have the 
option of lemaming single, and others aie equally 
fortunate m the means of returning home , but the 
greatei numbei, mevocably bound to the country, 
have little choice on the subject, and that there aie 
not more unhappy marnages than can be lecorded m 
the East, must be owing to the grateful feelings which 
kind and affectionate treatment usually inspire m 
female hearts. When young women do not many 
m India, or 1 eturn from it without entering the holy 
pale, it is said that the maiket is overstocked , people 
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in. England cannot imagine any other cause , and 
perhaps, until women of good biith and education 
aie peimitted to embaik m mei can tile pui suits, and 
caive out their own foi tunes m life, those who are 
pool and dependent must always submit to the 
imputation of husband-huntmg It would be very 
difficult, m the piesent state of Anglo-Indian society, 
to find wives foi half the manymg men , and 
unless some veiy poweiful piejudice should have 
been raised against a lady having piopei mtio- 
ductions, hei remaining single must be solely a 
mattei of choice She may, peihaps, desire to 
many for love, and not meet a person who can 
inspire Iiei with the feeling , or she may be ambitious, 
and find no object to gratify that ambition , at any 
late, hei state of spmsterhood does notpioceed from 
thei e being too many competitors m the field India 
will be a moie agreeable countiy to live m when the 
numbei of women lesident theie, shall beai a greater 
piopoition to that of the masculine gendei , foi those 
iv ho think otheiwise pay a veiy pool compliment to 
the sex, and attach little value to the moial and intel- 
lectual benefits which female influence confeis upon 
society. Whatever may be at piesent amiss in the 
prevailing tone, must be attributable to the sex which 
has held soveieign sway in India during many a 
long yeai. And it is curious, notwithstanding the 
homage said to be paid to the ladies, to obseive 
many slight evidences, which show that they have 
not yet attained the position which they occupy m 
England A griffin is rathei surpused to see the 
gieat deference paid by the servants to the master 
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of the house, he is upon all occasions consideied fiist 
by them, and has to make frequent apologies to Ins 
female guests for the attention he leceives to then pre- 
judice The natives have an idea that women ai e infe- 
1101 animals, and tieat them accordingly, they are not 
allowed to eat until their lords and masters have been 
seived, the lefuse of the entertainment being consi- 
deied good enough foi them, and the domestics of an 
Anglo-Indian household, enteitaining this idea, will 
always help the gentlemen of the family fiist, if per- 
mitted. Probably, through idleness or inadvertence, 
they are suffered to have their own way in a gieat 
many instances , but the ladies do well who insist upon 
their pieiogative , and the servants are much more 
respectful when compelled to regaid the mistress of 
the house as chief m hei own depaitment The sur- 
prise occasioned by the fiist lessons given to the 
domestics is often exceedingly ludicrous , they see 
then master submit, as a matter of course, to the new 
older of things which the beebee saib has established , 
and they aie forthwith amazed at hei impoitance A 
woman, in these instances, may disiegard Pope’s 
injunction, and “ shew she rules , ” amiability and 
elegance, however, ought to be united to the determi- 
nation to uphold her lights, or otherwise she will lose 
the pow r er of convincing her dependents that Euro- 
pean customs aie to be pieferred to those of the 
Asiatics. An English lady should not peimit a native 
to lll-tieat his wife in hei piesence, or within her 
heaimg, a look of surpuse and displeasure will arrest 
the uplifted aim, and though gentlemen may feel 
some degree of sympathy for the piovoked husband. 
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the ladies should lesolutely protect then own sex 
from blows, and insist upon the dismissal of those 
domestics fi om then sei vice who ai e addicted to beating 
then wives. The majonty of English ladies go out 
to India so veiy young, and are so completely undei 
conti ol when they arnve there, that then timiditj 
and inexpenence induce them to comply with the 
usual loutme , and few , especially in the days of then 
griffinage, dream of lebellion 
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